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TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

ROBERT  OFFLEY  ASHBURTON 

EARL  OF  CREWE 

OF  MADELEY  MANOR,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 

STAFFORD,  THIS  NEW  EDITION  OF 

THE  COMPLEAT  ANGLER  IS 

HUMBLY  DEDICATED 


Lord  of  the  Madeley  peace,  the  quiet  griin. 

The  ti  lied  fond,  and  muffled  sleepy  mill ; 

Lord  of  each  legendary  fish  that  szvims 

Deep  down  and  swift  beneath  that  emerald  glass ; 

While,  soft  as  shadows,  round  its  grassy  rims 

The  patient  anglers  move  from  east  to  west. 

Patient  at  morn,  at  evening  patient  still — 

Peace,  if  not  fish,  was  theirs,  and  peace  is  best : 

To  you,  John  Offlef  s  far-descended  son. 

What  to  your  grandsire — past  computing  "  great " — 

Our  Walton  gave  is  here  re-dedicate  / 

Heirloom  of  ancient  friendship  friendly  still 

In  this  old  book,  though  all  the  tc.lk  be  done. 

R.  Le  G. 


is 


EDITORIAL   NOTE 

WaL7°'  '"'"^  ^^■■'-';  - '"■eprint  of  the  fifth  (the  last  to  receive 
Walton     own  rev.s.on),  with  which   it   has  been  carefuiiv  collated 
The  spellmg  has  been  modernised.     For  his  introduction  the  Editor  s' 
indebted  to  the  usual  authorities,  particularly  to  Sir  Harris  Nicda       I 
omp  .ng  the  Notes  he  has  followed  the  example  of  his  fore    nner, 
and  attempted  l.ttle  beyond  a  selection  from  the   Notes  of  p  eWous' 
eduors,  whose  work  is  acknowledged  by  their  initials ;  though  he"   nd 

E'lis    «H»  for  l',/'''J"'  "^'■^'^  N'^"las,  «E"  for  Sir  Henry 

D     Beth  1  ^         '^'"'"■'"'  "^  "  '"'  ^^^J->  -^d  "  B  "  for 

Dr  Bethune,  the  American  editor  of  Walton,  who  has  brought  much 

out-oN^he-way  readmg  to  the  illustration  of  Walton,  though'h    Tapt 
occasionally  to  be  careless  anH  «,»,,»  •  r  ^  ^ 

CO  append'"  Am.   Ed  »  I   ,'  not MTr  ""^T^  '"'  '''^  '"''' 
Notes  of  previous  editions.  "  "'""'^'  '  ^""'  ''  ''^ 

■^o  Mr.  R.  H.  Shepherd's  /^«//,«/.«,  the  Editor  is  indebted  for  n„ 
or  two  .t.ms  in  the  Appendix,  and  to  Mr.  R.  B.  Mars  ton,         In 
of  the  copynght,  for  permission  to  reprint  Westwood's  B  bliogra" 
as  also  for  kmdiy  aid  in  bringing  it  up  to  date.  ^    '     ' 
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i>  rRODu<  ;tion 

/.      Outlines  of  Walton's  Life 

IN  his  address  to  the  reader  of  the 
first  collected  edition  of  his  Lives, 
Walton  says:   "And  now  I  wish 
that  as  that  learned  Jew,  Josephus,  and 
others,  so  these  men  had  also  vVrit  their 
own  hves  ;  but  since  it  is  not  the  fashion 
of  these  times,  I  wish  their  relations  or 
friends   would  do    it    for   them,    before 
de  ays  make  ,t  too  difficult."     It  was  but 
natural  that  so  good  a  biographer  should 
des,re  to  estab hsh  biograp'hy^.s  a  family 
duty,  or  at  all  events  as  one  of   those 
duteous  "courtesies  that  are  done  to  the 
dead,    to  borrow  a  phrase  of  the  younger 
Donne's.     Had  Walton  lived  to  our  dfy 
as  there  seemed  some  possibility  of  his 
domg,  he  would  no  doubt   have    bee 
somewhat  more  than  satisfied  with  the 
hlT^  fA   ^'^g'-^Phers ;    and    perhaps 
have   noted  for   particular   remark  the 
biographic      conscientiousness     of     the 
modern  interviewer,  eager  to  catch  and 
as  it  flfer-' ?'"."''  of  a  greatmar.'s  life 
th.     W    f  ■    f  ^^'P'  ''  '^  ^  ''"'^  strange 
?.nn     H-.  ""'^  ^°"°"'  ^'^  his  son  the 
Canon,  did  not  remember  Walton's  words 
and  note  for  us  some  of  the  ways  and  talk 
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n     biography.     No  doubt.  Cotton,  who  was  to  survive  his  master 
but  four  years,  dy.ng  amid  debts  and  difficulties,  had  more  ins'an 
demands  upon  h.s  faculties  ;  but  Canon   Izaak  Walton  Tnhs  X 

offfa^rr       h    "T-^'"^:-"^'S^^  '"'"'•^''y  ^-^*  written  som    not! 

u-  uT'  ""  ^r    Johnson  talked  of  writing  Walton's  life    but  his 
tha;n""-M  =^'^'"'"^-"/°/  ^he  "  Lives  "  fLnd  no  othe    expre  sic 
than  poss.b  y  a  certa.n  mfluence  on  the  form  of  his  own  '' L  vTs  of 

eprin"  Th  "c    '^l  '"f  "^'^  ^"  ^°^^^  «—  ^^at  he    houM 

the  SV      i     .^^^"'•d't'f ."  an  editorial  proceeding  to  which  we  owe 
the  first  authoritative  life  of  our  author,  as  it  prompted  SrTnL 

he  Sd  from  th    h  T""'  ^^'^''^  '^'''  ''  =»"  honour  which 

Wi  liam  OHvT  to   ^^S-nning  have  shared  with  the  famous  antiquary 

Sir  Harris  Nicolas    who    if  Sir  Tnf^     ^96;  and  then  m  1836  came 

elaborately  minute  narratveevervfrc'rf    Tf''^  u'',''^    ^^^ 
notes.  Sir   Tohn   Hawki,  X  J  l^  reinforced  by  a  phalanx  of 

occasional  vaguen"  ^f  my th"^*"'  "^"^  '  "^"  ^"^'■"^'   ^^^  ^^e 
Thus,  for  later  editors  there  is  little  left  to  be  done  anew  with 
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faces,  r=m™,b.ri„g  Walton's  adL  I,  „„  S  "  the  LS'n'?'"'"  °' 
l«se  satisfied  by  the  Icowledge  of  events  ••  """"  " 

Aug«  „^,1°,"  Tn"'''  "  ?"'*'°"''''  '"'*"  P'ri^h  °f  St.  Mary  „„ 

Richar      ■       rofH     Ku^"'  '^^"^"y^^^'^b'^^"  ••'Elated  ^ 

Ma^yT'^^'/Zfs'tS^'^B'^'^V^^^^^       in  the  register  of  St. 

apprentice  probably  a  the  Tgrof  sixteen  a^d  f  ^'"'  "  ^""^" 
that,  and  for  occasional  lon^r^peri^rill  throualf  h'T^  J^^Z^^'^^ 
s  mainly  coniec  ure      Th,r'  .^^     °°^  ^"  through  his  life,  his  history 

of  his  nJtirC^  ee  J'fke  ;  ^%tT^  ^t  the  Grammar  Schoi 
we  can  only  judge  from  his  [yritings  Lowelfhafr  ^'"^""^^V" 
scornful  of  his  pSor  attainments  talton'couM  ne '"  ^""7^'' 
taught  eyen  the  rudiments  of  Latin  "he  says  wi?h  i  .1  '  ^'''^' ^•''" 
"for  he  spells  the  third  person  singult^ 7^1^^^ i^r S'S ' 
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obiet;  separate,  seperate ;  and  divided,  devided"!*  Sir  Harris 
Nicolas  is  more  hopeful  of  poor  Walton's  Latin.  "It  is  not 
probable,"  he  thinks,  "that  he  received  a  regular  classical  educatio" ; 
but  although  translations  existed  of  nearly  all  the  Latin  works  which 
he  quotes,  it  is  nevertheless  certain  that  he  had  some  knowledge  of 
that  language.  His  reading  in  English  literature  was  various  and 
extensive,  particularly  in  divinity."     However,  apart  from  the  fact 

*  Lowell  might  have  instanced  a  much  better  known  example  of  strange  Wal- 
tonian  Lat.n  in  the  "  piscatorihys  "  for  "  piscatoribus  "  in  the  well-known  inscription 
on  the  Dovcda  e  fishing-housc.  But  then  that  is  probably  stonemason  Latin, 
unless  Cotton,  the  author  of  the  "  Virgil  Travestie,"  was  responsible  for  it. 

xxxii 


Introduction 

that  the  pnnter,  of  whom  Walton  had  frequent  occasion  to  complain 
might  easily  account  for  that  eccentric  conjugation  oUbhe,  and  the 
bad  spelling,  it  is  of  small  consequence  how  much  or  little  Latin  or 
other  technical  learning,  Walton  possessed.  It  is  only  impo-ant  to 
realise  that  he  was  sufficiently  familiar  with  such  models  of  good  and 
beautiful  style  in  literature,  as  to  have  written  English  with  classic 
dignity  and  distinction  (such  as  Lowell,  in  t!  .-  rather  common  essay 
from  which  I  quote  is  far  from  attaining),  not  to  speak  of  an 
immortalising  charm,  which  even  a  more  correct  conjugation  of  Latin 
verbs  could  hardly  have  increased. 

That  Walton  was  devoted  to  literature  at  quite  an  early  age,  and 
that  among  his  youthful  friends  he  was  a  marked  man  because  of 
that  devotion,  are  among  the  first  facts  that  we  become  aware  of  after 
his  baptism.  In  1619  was  published  a  short  poem,  entitled  The 
Loves  of  Amos  and  Laura,  by  S.P.  (conjectured  to  be  Samuel 
1  urchas,  author  of  the  famous  PVgrimage\  and  this  was  dedicated 
to  Walton  in  the  following  poem  : 

To  My  Approved  and  Much  Respected  Friend,  Iz.  Wa. 

To  thee,  thou  more  than  thrice  beloved  friend, 

I  too  univrthy  of  so  great  a  bliss ; 
These  harsh-tun'd  lines   I  here  to  thee  commend, 

1  hou  being  cause  it  is  now  as  it  is  : 
For  hadst  thou  held  thy  tongue,  by  silence  might 
These  have  been  buried  in  oblivious  night. 

If  they  were  pleasing,   1  would  call  them  thine. 

And  disavow  my  title  to  the  verse: 
But  being  bad,   I  needs  must  call  them  mine. 

No  ill  thing  can  be  clothed  in  thy  verse. 
Accept  them  then,  and  where  I  have  offended. 
Rase  thou  it  out,  and  let  it  be  amended. 

S.P. 

This  dedication  does  not  occur  in  the  only  known  copy  of  the 
first  edition  (16 13),  which,  however,  is  imperfect,  and  from  which  it 
may  have  been  lost,  but  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  points  out  that,  as  the 
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text  IS  precisely  the  same  in  both  editions,  any  obligations  to  Walton 
acknowledged  by  "S.R,"  in  ,619.  must  have  been  equally  due  in 
1&13  ;  from  which  he  further  deduces  that,  "as  Walton  was  only 
twenty  years  of  age  in  16 13,  the  love  of  literature,  which  never 
deserted  -.im,  must  have  commenced  at  a  very  early  period  of  his 

The  date  of  Walton's  first  coming  to  London,  and  the  business  in 
which  he  became  engaged,  have  been  matters  of  much  speculation 
and  research.     The  usual  statement  has  been  that  at  about  the  age 
of  twenty  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  kinsman  of  his,  Henry  Walton   a 
V\  hitechapel  haberdasher.     The  only  authority  I  can  find  for  this 
statement  is  Sir  Harris  Nicolas's  elaborate  genealogical  guess.     There 
was  a  Henry  Walton,  haberdasher,  in  Whitechapel  about  this  time 
whom  we  come  at  through  the  will  of  a  cousin  Samuel  Walton,  of 
bt.  Mary  s  Cray,  in  Kent,  and  whose  connection  with  Staflrjrdshire 
IS  further  deduced  from  the  same  document.     Henry  Walton  may 
have  been  a  kinsman  of  Izaak  Walton,  r.nd  Izaak  Walton  may  have 
been  his  apprentice,  and  there  are  other  mays  and  mights  still  more 
conjectural.     One  fact  against  the  haberdasher  or  "sempster"  theory 
is  that  the  records  of  the  Haberdashers'  Company  do  not  contain  the 
names  of  Henry  or  Izaak  Walton,  between  i6oc  and  1630,  whereas 
It  has  been  discovered  that  the  records  of  the  Ironmongers'  Company 
for  1618  do  contain  the  name  of  Izaak.*     Still  more  conclusive  is 
the  fact  dwelt  upon  by  Mr.  Marston,  that  in  his  marriage  licence 
with  Rachel  Floud,  dated  December  27,   1626,  he  is  descnbed  as  of 
u  u    ^  i^"-'  u^  f.*";'^^"'   I'-o"'"onger."     Why  a  man  who  was  a 
haberdasher  should  describe  himself  as  an  ironmonger  in  his  marriage 
licence  is  certainly  difficult  to  determine— except  on  the  unlikely 
theory  that  Rachel  Floud  had  a  partiality  for  ironmongers 

Sir  John    Hawkins  had    supposed  that  Walton    first   settled  in 
London  as  a  shopkeeper  in  the  Royal  Exchange,  under  the  patronage 
ot  hir  Thomas  Gresham,  but  this  seems  to  be  a  fable.     Haberdasher 
sempster,  "  wholesale  linen  draper,  or  Hamburg  merchant,"  these 

w.In"  '^'^  '^'i"  November.  Isaac  Walton,  late  apprentice  to  Thomas  Grinsell 
was  now  admitted  and  sworne  a  free  brother  of  this  companie,  and  paid  f^r  his 
admittance  xnj",  and  for  default  of  prcsentm'  and  enrollment  XV' 
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have  been  the  traditional  descriptions  of  Walton's  business;  but  I 
tear  that  these  graceful  and  fanciful  professions  must  cease  to  claim 
him,  and  that  m  future  he  must  be  written  down  an  ironmonger. 

Let  no  one,  to  quote  the  impassioned  words  of  Dr.  Zouch  who 
along  with  one  or  two  other  editors,  seems  to  have  been  uncomfort- 
able because  Walton  was  a  tradesman,  "  however  elevated  in  rank  or 
station  however  accomplished  with  learning,  or  exalted  in  genius  " 
esteem  him  the  less  for  that. 

Well,  if  Walton  became  "apprentice  of  Thomas  Grinsell  "  at  the 
usual  age,  he  would  have  commenced  his  life  in  London  at  the  age 
of  sixteen,  in  the  year  1611.  So  conjectures  Mr.  Marston,  and  so 
we  can  leave  the  matter. 

Though  Walton's  manner  of  business  be  still  uncertain,  the  place 
of  It  has  long  been  known,  and   Walton's  residence  in  Chancery 
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l..>sicr  calW     „h„  M,    „  ••       '^^T  'T^'"'"  "^  h™«lf  and  a 
biismL.,«„fVl',l,       :'*""•  Halt  a  shop  was  sufficient  for  the 

t.     r.  ,  h  •    """"'^"K  "■"-•  "f  his  "Id  editors.     Krom  ,628 

importance  vcstry.nan-facts    of    humbl.    biographical 

into  acquai   ta     A  d   if   F       f  •'^^^t  ^^""f ."  «  had  brought  him 
fnhM  ^"^'"^'"^^-^"^  '  f^'-long  friendship  with  its  famous  vicar   Dr 

eccSi^i^  s^^;y'i;":hi^^rrtr"  ^^^^^^  "^-"^ '^ 

so  has  not  unnaturallv  ht^e,,  .  S..      ' /'^'"^- .    ^  "at  this  should  be 

Dr.  Johnson  t::::^!^^^^  ^t^l1.:xz  s.  '\vir'  r 

was  in  a  very  low  station  in  life,  should  have  been  fam  liaHv  r  .'  A 
by  so  many  great  men,  and  tha  at  a  time  when  the  mnkL'"-''''^ 
were  kept  more  separate  than  they  are  now  "     Vl  '"'"'^>' 

explanation  that  he  was  no  lonatr  I .  T'  ^}"T  '"Sg^^^^  ^^ 
professional  author,  b"t  ctu  if  ^is'  .Srent  f "'  ^k'  '^^^"^  ^ 
not  take  place  till  1641      After^.11   ^h  ""^  ^"''"'^'^  ^'^^ 

so  greatly^surprised  ^L^  sti  a^H/'^hirStr^'r 
own  personality  and  talents  position  to  his 
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descent    with    the   Cr^J^  '         ^^"^"^ury,  closely  connected   bv 
Through  his  wf^s  ^amUv  w;,;'"'"'^';:^./^'^  ■  ^^'"""^    Archbishop? 

episcopal  conn.ai  ,^'^i^tThrVVat  ^  r"  'T""''  "'^^"^'^  '^'^ 
entirely  happy  union   for  nearlv  f.     .  '"'']^'  =^PP^'-'="tIy  in  an 

ever,  he  suffered  e^ere  ^om  fc  X?"  ^'"'"^  1"""^  ^'^'^'''  ^ow- 
seven  children.  His  wife  Wher  hnH  I  ^"  'h  ^"'^  °^  "°  '^««  »h^" 
in  Chancery  Lane,  a.d  on  ^  lOtt  J^^^^^ 

too,  hav  ne  survived  nnlv  <=;,.  i  x\'-  .+°'  ""'  ^^i^*^  ^as  to  die 
But  death  !eerot;^Lmemeti;':  '"'^  "^  ^""^^^'^  '^^"g^ter. 

a^rd  a  g4t  sHelt^^Sil^h^tjpS  t^^J^^^ 
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Six  years  after  this  Walton  was  to  iiiarry  again,  to  he  again 
bereaved  in  April  1662.  His  r,econd  wife,  like  his  first,  was  found 
among  the  bishops,  being  Anne  Ken,  of  the  Kens  of  Somersetshire, 
and  half-sister  to  that  Bishop  Ken  whose  name  has  become  a  synonym 
for  piety.  She  bore  him  one  daughter  Ann,  married  to  Dr. 
Hawkms,  of  Winchester,  and  two  sons,  one  of  whom  died  in 
infancy,  and  one  Isaac,  the  Canon,  who  survived  him.  She  was 
buried  in  Worcester  Cathedral,  Walton  himself  writing  for  her  the 
following  epitaph. 

Ex  tirrit 

Here  lyeth  buryed  soe  much  a^ 
coulJ  dye,  of  ANNE  the  wi/c  of 

IZAAK     WALTON 

vvh  ■  was 

a  woman  of  remarkable  prudence, 
and  of  the  Pritritit;-  Piety;  her  great 
and  gcnerail  knowledge  being  adorned 
with  such  true  humility,  and  blest 
with  soe  much  Christian  meeinaie,  as 
made  her  worthy  of  a  more  memorable 
Monument. 

She  dyed   {A/.n  that  ihf  is  dead!) 
the  17th  of  Aprill  1662  aged  52 

Study  ti  be  like  hn. 

In  his  life  of  Hooker,  Walton  speaks  of  "  a  secret  sacred  wheel  of 
Evidence— most  visible  in  marriages— guided  by  His  hand  that 
•allows  not  the  race  to  the  swift,'  nor  'bread  to  the  wise."  nor  rood 
wives  to  good  men"  his  view  apparently  being  that  bad  wives  are 
allotted  to  good  men  to  exercise  their  virtues.  It  would  seem,  how- 
ever, that  the  remark  had  no  reference  to  his  own  matrimonial 
experience. 
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Walton  had  left  Chancery  Lane  in  August  ,644.  finding  it 
'dangerous  f..r  honest  men  to  be  there."  and  for  some  years  his 
place  of  residence  is  doubtful.  Some  have  surmised  that  he  retired 
to  Stafford,  to  pass  long  days  by  Shawfonl  brcK>k.  but  Sir  Harris 
Nicolas  is  of  opinion  that,  except  for  occasional  visits  to  Stafford  he 
did  not  leave  London  till  after  the  Restoration. 

In  1650  he  was  probably  living  in  Clerkenwell,  and  in  165  1,  soon 
after  the  battle  of  Worcester,  his  pacific  contemplative  life  comes  for 
a  moment  in  contact  with  the  danger  and  trouble  of  the  time.  Ihe 
Kings  baggage  had  fallen  into  Cromwell's  hands,  but  a  certain 
Lolone!  Blague  had  manaced  to  save  one  of  Charles's  rings,  known  as 
'the  lesser  George."  Having  taken  shelter  at  Blore  Pipe  House, 
near  Lccleshall,  Blague  had  handed  it  to  his  host  Mr.  George 
Barlow,  who  rasi^ed  it  on  to  one  Robert  Milward,  who  again  gave  it 
into  the  "trusty  hands  "  of  Mr.  Izaak  Walton.  Blague  was  mean- 
while a  prisoner  in  the  Tower,  but,  effecting  h's  escape,  he  received 
the  ring  again  from  Walton,  and  succeeded  in  restoring  it  to  the 
King  over  the  water.  This  is  Walton's  first  and  only  appearance  as 
a  man  of  action,  so  we  must  make  the  most  of  it. 

In  1655  -ve  catch  a  glimpse  of  him  once  again  in  the  more  con- 
genial society  of  the  clergy,  that  famous  glimpse  of  him  talking  with 
Bishop  Sanderson  in  Little  Britain,  a  meeting  which  he  has  thus 
described  with  so  much  charm  : 

About  the  time  of  his  printing  this  excellent  preface,  I  met  him 
accidentally  in  London,  in  sad-coloured  clothes,  and  God  knows,  far  from 
being  costly.  The  place  of  our  meeting  was  near  to  Little  Britain 
where  he  had  been  to  buy  a  book  which  he  then  had  in  his  hand.  Wc 
had  no  inclination  to  part  presently,  and  therefore  turned  to  stand  in  a 
corner  under  a  penthouse  (for  it  began  to  rain),  and  immediately  the 
wind  rose,  and  the  wind  increased  so  much,  that  both  became  so  incon- 
venient as  to  force  us  into  a  cleanly  "louse,  where  we  had  bread,  cheese 
ale,  and  a  hre  for  our  ready  money.  The  rain  and  wind  were  so  obliging 
to  me,  as  to  force  our  stay  here  for  at  least  an  hour,  to  my  great  content 
and  advantage  ;  for  in  that  time  he  made  to  me  many  useful  observation^ 
of  the  present  times  with  much  clearness  and  conscientious  freedom. 

Fuller's  Church  History  was  published  in   1655,  and  it  was  soon 
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fn'conv  ''"J*""'''.";^'^'''^  ^^--  g-t  another  similar  glimpse  ..f  Walton 
m  conversation  with  its  author  : 

that  wrk  him  elf'"  ".      k'''''  ^•'"'"'■•"  ''^-^J-'V^^".  what  he-  thought  of 
It,  Walton  replied  "he  thought  it  Mu.uJd    be  acceptable  to  all  tempers 
because  there  were    hades  in  it  for  the  warm,  and  sunshine  f.       hZ    f 

be  ;  n.h;'a'bler''''\''*'r '''  "'""""'  ^^••"^'■■^^  "'^'  '•'"'*'•"' parts  r.uld 
be  prohtable  u.  make  the  .eru.us  m..rc    palatable  ;  while  sot^e  reverend 
od  readers  might  fancy  themscKo  i„  l„s  History  of  the  Church   Is   n  a 
-rVr;.  r^-  T  ^"'V'^- -*=--•"     -  And  why  noT.-  Sd'   ^  "er 
hnlt     ;  //'|'^7.M.  decked  as  we!'  as  the  Church  itself  at  a  most 

holy  reason,  on  the  I  abernacle  of  old  at  the  feast  of  boughs  "  «  Tha 
was  but  for  a  season,"  said  Walton  ,  «in  vour  feast  of  bS's  they  m t 
conceive  we  are  so  overshowed  throughout,  that  the  parson  is  more  s^;n 
than  the  congregation,  and  this,  sometimes  invisible  to  his  own  a  Li' 

,..,;    V  ,h  I .  '      '^';  '"y  •■■'"''''•^"  "'  ""■■  '''^•><^'  may  find  their  way 

ha  e  her.  wilderness."  "True,"  replied  Walton,  "as.  indcxdMey 
have  here  such  a  Moses  to  conduct  thun."  '        ^ 

Ifi  the  December  of  ,662.  the  year  in  which  his  wife  died  Walton 
obtamed  from  Gilbert  Sheldon,  Bishop  of  London  fst  U  -mother 
er-copa  fnend).  a  forty  years'  lease  of  a  new  building  t^^oinl. 
house  called  the  "  Cross  Keys,"  in  Paternoster  Row.  Thi?  bui  lia 
was  burnt  down  .n  the  Great  Fire,  and  on  July  ,.  ,670  Wal  on 
presented  a  pet.t.on  to  the  Court  of  Judicature-  asking  foi^x ten    "n 

On^  th.s  occasion  Walton  was  described  as  "  iLac  Walton^gentt 

TJ,?/  ""*'  ?!  Walton's  closest  friends  mention  has  yet  to  be  made 
This  was  Dr.  George  Morley,  whom  Walton  first  knew  as  a  Snt" 
of  Chnstcnurch,    Oxford.      He   was,  however,  expeS    from  h 
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On  the  Restoration  he  was  made  Dean  of  Christchurch,  and  pre- 
sently Bishop  of  Worcester,  and  it  was  during  a  visit  to  him  at 
Worcester  that  Walton's  second  wife  is  supposed  to  have  died.  Very 
shortly  after  her  death  Morley  was  made  Bishop  of  Winchester,  and 
invited  Walton  to  make  his  home  with  him.  The  invitation  was 
accepted,  and  Walton  continued  to  live  with  him  at  Winchester,  with 
occasional  visits  to  London  and  to  Morley's  episcopal  residence  of 
Farnham  Castle,  till  the  end  of  his  life.  That  he  spent  the  Christ- 
mas of  1678  at  Farnham  Castle  seems  likely  from  the  following 
inscription  in  a  copy  of  the  fifth  edition  of  The  Compleat  Angler 
given  to  his  friend,  Mrs.  Wallop  : 

For  Mrs.  Wallop, 

I  think  I  did  some  years  past,  send  you  a  booke  oi 
Angling  :  This  is  printed  since,  and  I  think  better  ;  and,  because  nothing 
that  I  can  pretend  a  tytell  too,  can  be  too  good  for  you  :  pray  accept  of 
this  also,  from  me  that  am  really. 

Madam,  yo'  most  affectionate  fFriend  ; 

and  most  humble  servant, 

IZAAK  WALTON. 

TARNHAM    CaSTELL, 

Decern".  19",  1678. 

It  was  under  one  of  Bishop  Morlev's  roofs,  and  at  his  suggestion 
that  he  wrote  the  lives  of  Hooker,  Herbert,  and  Sanderson  ;  and  it 
is  likely  that  the  Hooker— and  possibly  the  Herbert— were  written 
at  Morley's  house  at  Chelsea. 

On  May  26,  1683,  we  find  him  again  at  Farnham  Castle  ;  but  this 
seems  to  have  been  his  last  journey,  for  there  is  no  record  of  his 
again  leaving  Winchester. 

On  August  9,  in  the  same  year,  he  was  ninety  years  old,  and  on 
that  day  he  commenced  to  make  his  will.  It  was  finished  on  the 
i6th  and  executed  on  the  24th, and  is  written  throughout  in  his  own 
hand,  with  several  erasures.  Not  the  least  characteristic  of  his  writ- 
ings, It  ran  as  follows : 
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August  the  9",  1683. 

Bein"g  tif^L^^  t;Mr-J>/-k  Waleon  .he  elde,  ,.  VV.ncHes.r, 

memory,  iJr  wich  praysed  be  God  -C  Con'  f  "^^  ^^'••'  "'''   '"    P'^'-^c 

be  deprived  of  boeth    doe  therfo^r.;  I      .V«"^"^^,^'"g  how  sodainly  I  mav 

followeth.     And  fils^  I  dol  [dt  LeT*  '  !  »::r7  '"L  "'L'  ^'"^  testa^menra^ 

God,  who  hath  made  the  ,Sole  worTH  .„T      ^^\  'n  ''^'  '''^^  ''^^'■'-  ''^  «nlv  one 

^hallgive  an  acount  of  aTl  myrct b'     1?^^"'^'"^^^  to  whome  F 

hope   pardoned,   for   the   meTus   of  mv  "'%"'''  ''^  ''^  •'"^"^^d,  but  I 

profession  of]  bristianity  T    at  th^'  til'"""  •  •^""^"T^"'^  ^'^""^^  [the 

papist  and  protestant,  I  takeTto  be  a   lelT'  ''""'   '°  '''  ^"'"^^''^^^^   into 

to  be,  in  all  poynts  of  faith  as  the  Churlh    .T'T"!J'  '*'  "^"^'^^^  '"X  ^eleife 

this  I  doe  the  rather  becaus^  of  a  vervt  *'^^='"g'^"''  "ow  professeth.     And 

of  the  Roman  Church  ^  '""^  ^"'^  ^'^''y  ''•^«'  friendship  with  some 

queth  it  as  followeth  :  ^  J I't  I  ^ive  m  '""^l  ^  '^^  ''"^"*'>'  g''^«  ^"^  b  -^ 
h's  Wife,  to  them  I  give  a  Vty^el  a"!  rrhTo; "'  ^''''  "^"'"■"^'  ^"'^  ^« 
and  shop  in  Pater-noster-rowe  in  F  In  ^  I  u  ?'  '"  ^  P^"  ^^  ^  howse 
Lord  Bishop  ofLondonfor^boit  CO  '  "^'""'^  ^  '^°''*  ^y  ^'"^'^  fr^-"  the 

them  all  my  right  and  ty  dl  of  or  /o  'h  °  '"'"'•  r.""^  ^  '^'^  ^'«°  g've  to 
where  in  Mrs.  GreinwoS  Iw  dwXth  ^^'^^'''""'"^^^^^  ^^"^"'^^ 
to  come.     I  g-      these  two  ?eLs  to"t '"T  1^  now  about  16  years' 

all  damage  conct.ning  the  same  '  '^^^  ''"'"S  ^X  executor  from 

chis^rlJ  fcLran"  'ifetr' d^  /"  '">'  ^°^^.  ''''•^  "^^^  «  Win- 
trunk  of  linen  w^"  I  give  mv  son  S  W  .  ""u*'^"  "'"^  '''^'^  except  a 
use  the  saide  linen  himseTfe  then  I  .,  r*  ^"'  '^  he  doe  not  marry,  or 
Anne  Hawkins. JJ  '  "'^"  ^  ^'^^  '''^  ^^^e  to  my  grund-doughter 

ton^^rif  ^chl  hoi/ frllhTa  V"?  r  •  '°  ^  'r  °^  ^-V 
g've  h.m  all  my  right  and  tyteh^  to  a  farl  1  5^'"'°"  '  ^"'^  ^  ^°e  ^^o 
bought  of  Mr.  Walter  Noel  I  sa/f^f  .  "'^  .""■"  '"  ^'''^''^^  «''^''^h  I 
ever;  but  upon  the  condition  folSni  !,  '''•?'"  '"''  '^'"'^J  ^ea.cs  for 
before  he  shall  be  of  the  1^0? fonv  a^d  '^  '  '^  ""^  ^""  ^^^^^  "°'  •"^^rv 
dye  before  the  saide  age  and  leve  nL  "^^f '"' "'''  ^^'"g  •"^^'"yed,  shall 
or  if  his  son  [or  sonnstsSal  ioTl^e  ratainffhT  '''  1'^  '^™^^^  '^"''' 
yeare,  to  dispose  otherwayes  of  it,  l^J^r^^^  ^.ToTLT.i  Z 

P-eei^dXsSr^rS;:^:^^:-,^^  -;n-;^e.io„.   ana   . 
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towne  or  corperation  of  Stafford,  (in  which  I  was  borne),  for  the  good  and 
benifit  of  some  of  the  saide  towne,  as  I  shall  direct,  and  as  followeth  (but 
first  note,  that  it  is  at  this  present  time  rented  for  21  10'  a  yeare,  (and 
is  like  to  hold  the  said  rent,  if  care  be  taken  to  keipe  the  barne  and  bowsing 
m  repaire).  And  I  wood  have  and  doe  give  ten  pownd  of  the  saide  rent 
to  binde  out  yearely  two  boyes,  the  sons  of  honest  and  pore  parents,  to  be 
apprentises  to  some  tradesmen  or  handycraft-men,  to  the  intent  the  saide 
boyes  [may]  the  better  afterward  get  their  owne  living.  And  I  doe  also  give 
five  pownd  yearly  out  of  the  said  rent,  to  be  given  to  some  meade-servant  that 
hath  attain'd  the  age  of  twenty  and  [one]  yeare,  (not  les),  and  dwelt  long  in 
one  servis,  or  to  some  honest  pore  man's  "daughter  that  hath  attain'd  to  that 
^%^t  to  [be]  paide  her  at  or  on  the  day  of  her  marriage.  And  this  being 
done,  my  will  is,  that  what  rent  shall  remaine  of  the  saide  farme  or  land, 
shall  be  disposed  of  as  followeth  : 

First,  I  doe  give  twenty  shillings  yearely,  to  be  spent  by  the  maior  of  Staf- 
ford, and  those  that  shall  colect  the  said  rent  and  dispose  of  it  as  I  have  and 
shall  hereafter  direct ;  and  that  what  mony  or  rent  shall  remaine  undisposed 
offe,  shall  be  imployed  to  buie  coles  for  some  pore  people,  that  shall  most 
neide  them,  in  the  said  towne  ;  the  said  coles  to  be  delivered  the  last  weike 
m  Janewary,  or  in  every  first  weike  in  Febrewary  ;  I  say  then,  because  I  take 
that  time  to  be  the  hardest  and  most  pinching  times  with  pore  people ; 
and  God  reward  those  that  shall  doe  this  with  out  partialitie,  and  with 
honestie  and  a  good  contience. 

And  if  the  saide  maior  and  others  of  the  saide  towne  of  Stafford  shall  prove 
so  necligent,  or  dishonest,  as  not  to  imploy  the  rent  by  me  given  as  in- 
tended and  exprest  in  this  my  will,  which  God  forbid,  then  I  give  the  saide 
rents  and  profits  of  the  saide  farme  or  land  to  the  towne  and  chiefe  mages- 
trats  or  governers  of  Ecles-hall,  to  he  disposed  by  them  in  such  maner  as  I 
have  ordered  the  disposall  of  it  by  t'le  towne  of  Stafford,  the  said  Farme  or 
land  being  nere  the  towne  of  Ecles-hall. 

And  I  give  to  my  son-in-law.  Doctor  Hawkins,  whome  I  love  as  my 
owne  son  ;  and  to  my  dafter,  his  wife  ;  and  my  son  Izaak  ;  to  each  of  them 
a  ring,  with  these  words  or  mottc  :  "Love  my  memory.  I.  W.,  obiet ; " 
to  the  Lord  B""  of  Winton  a  ring,  with  this  motto :  "  A  mite  for 
a  million.  L  W.,  obiet;"  and  to  the  freinds  hearafter  named,  I 
to  each  of  them  a  ring,  with  this  motto :  "  A  friends  farewell.  L 
obiet."  Ard  my  will  is,  the  said  rings  be  deliverd  within  fortie  dayes 
after  my  deth ;  and  that  the  price  or  valew  of  all  the  saide  rings  shall  be 
13'  4''  a  peice. 

I  give  to  Doctor  Hawkins  Docto'  Donns  Sermons,  which  I  have  hear'd 
preacht  and  read  with  much  content.  To  my  son  Izaak  I  give  Doc'  Sibbs 
his  "Soules  Conflict ;"  and  to  my  doughter  his"Brewsed  Reidej"  desiring 
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two  places  Jor  I  can  call  SeTScept  a^  unl'of  r"'  "'^^'l''  •"  '^-e 
my  son  Izaak  ;  but  if  he  doe  no  1. veTo  fmarr J  or!  ^l'  ""^'^^c '  ^'^  '" 
K've  the  same  to  my  grand-dafter  Ann!  ^u  I  -'  T''*'  "^  o*^  't.  then  I 
W  Halls  Works,  whir^  now  ^^  S,  "r"'"'     ^"'  '  ^'^^  -^  '^'^'^ 

and  :  TeskT JfTrintlTd  fiSrs^^T IX-  ^'^^"'  "  ^^^^  ^-e"  ^ 
w-are  som  iittell  things  that  he  whl  vakw  th^"''f  "'''  '">'  ^^''^  '^^^'^^  '" 

And  my  will  and  defyre  is   th!r  hi       M  I  ^    °f  "°^  g''^^'<=  ^""-th. 
and  his  a/t  Rose  Kenrb^alowfngthe  firs    abo^ll'-'"  ^l  ^"'^  «"^''^-. 
for  bacon  and  cheise,  not  morrand  DaviJ.  !  '"  ''""'"^  =^  ^^^^^^  '"  ""^ 

her  son's  dyut  to  Mr.  JohrWh^teh'l?H^/   t>'T^  '°^^''''  'he  bordin  of 

to  be  kinde^oheracording  to  herteciitrand  ^'^  ^"''J  ''^^^^  »"■'" 
comend  one  of  her  children   to  hre.wfru     *"'  ""^"^  abillitie ;  and  I 

he  shall  be  able  to  doe  i^  a  7  know  he  :^l"  Lr  ^h'  'f"  '  J"'^'"*  '°  '^->  '' 
.     I    give   to   Mr.  John    DarSve   T   q       ^'>' ''.^  ^"""^  ^«"'^- 
ingdonor  of  do' Sanderson  which  ml  "'"'?"'.  ^^   ^^-   Antony   Far- 

Thomas  Edghill    I  3ve    J.  n     ^    ''^^"'°''  ''""''^  ^^-     To  my  servant 
and  wollenAxc'ep't  ^one^  s  t7  o'fTo  hes"  X'h   T''  ^"  ->'J^-^«.  E 

^'52:^^'-^'^^  -'^^  ^^-^^^et^'^seJvf^rat^fd^h^r^^^^^^^^^^^ 

be^S^ff^L^Y^if^L^i^^^^^^^^^^^  Pownd  in  mon„  to 

Anri  d" 'r  '?^  t"  "^''^^'  -"-yson'can  spared"  "^  ""  ^"^  ^''^- 

thif  mVl^rwX7t    -mVnr^^^^^^^^^^  executo'  of 

>t,  which  I  doubt  not  but  ITe  will  ''^'""'  '"  '^^  "'^'  ^e  performs 

ostintS^cirr^fC^^^^^^^^^^^^  %\rr%'">'t"'''  -'^  ^-  fr-  -y 

IzAAK  Walton-. 


The  rings  I  give  are  as  on  the  other  side. 

to  my  brother  Beacham. 


T  o  my  brother  Jon  Ken 
to  my  sister  his  wife, 
to  my  brother  Doc'.  Ken 
to  my  sister  Pye. 
to  Mr.  Francis  Moriey. 
to  S'  George  Vernon, 
to  his  wife. 
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to  my  sister  his  wife. 

to  the  lady  Anne  How. 

to  Mrs.  King  Do'  Philips  wife. 

to  Mr.  Valantine  Harecourt 

to  Mrs.  Elyza  Johnson. 

to  Mrs.  Mary  Rogers. 
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to  his  3  dafters. 

to  Mrs.  Nelson. 

to  Mr.  Rich.  Walton. 

to  Mr.  Palmer. 

to  Mr.  Taylor. 

to  Mr.  Tho.  Garrard. 

to  the  Lord  t "  of  Sarum. 

to  Mr.  Rede  his  servant. 

to  my  Coz.  Dorothy  Kenrick. 

to  my  Coz.  Lewin. 

to  Mr.  Walter  Higgs. 

to  Mr.  Cha.  Cotton. 

to  Mr.  Rich.  Marryot. 


to  Mrs.  Elyza  Milward. 
to  Mrs.  Doro.  Wallop, 
to  Mr.  Will.  Milward,  of  Christ- 
church,  Oxford, 
to  Mr.  John  Darbeshire. 
to  Mrs.  Vuedvill. 
to  Mrs.  Rock, 
to  Mr.  Peter  White, 
to  Mr.  John  Lloyde. 
to  my  cozen  Greinsells  widow. 


1 6  Mrs.  Dalbin 
gotten. 


must  not  be    for- 


22 


Note  that  severall  lines  are  blotted  out  of 
this  will  for  they  were  twice  repeted  :  And, 
that  this  will  is  now  signed  and  sealed,  this 
twenty  and  fourth  day  of  October  1683  in  the 
presence  of  us : 


IzAAK  Walton. 


Witnes :  Abra.  Markland. 
Jos.  Taylor. 
Thomas  Crawley. 

Probatum  apud  London,  &c.  Coram  veiili  et  egregio  viro  d'no  Thoma 
Exton  Milite  Legum  D'core  surro  &c.,  quarto  die  mensis,  Februarii  Anno 
D'ni  (stylo  Angliae)  1683  juramento  Isaaci  Walton  jun""  fihi  d'ci  defti  et 
Extoris  &c.,  cui  &c.,  de  bene  &c.    Jural. 

His  will  was  thus  endorsed  by  himself: 

"Izaak  Walton's  last  will,  octo,,  1683." 

On  December  1 5th  Walton  was  dead.  His  death  seems  to  have 
taken  place  at  the  house  of  his  son-in-law,  Dr.  Hawkins,  a  preben- 
dary of  Winchester. 

He  was  buried  in  Winchester  Cathedral,  in  a  chapel  in  the  south 
transept,  called  Prior  Silkstead's  Chapel.  A  large  black  marble  slab 
bears  the  following  inscription  ; 
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Here  restf.th  the  Body  of 
MR.    ISAAC    WALTON 

Who  dyed  the  15"  of  December 

1683 

Alas  he's  gone  before. 
Gone  to  returne  ni  more  ! 
Our  panting  Breasts  aspire 
After  their  aged  Sire, 
IVhose  well  spent  life  did  last. 
Full  ninety  yeares  and  past. 
But  now  he  hath  begun 
That  which  will  ne're  be  done 
Crowned  with  eternall  blisse : 
IVe  tvish  our  Souls  tvith  his. 

VOTIS    MODESTIS    jlC    FLERUNT    LIBERI. 

And  now  we  may  pass  on  to  the  record  of  his  literary  life,  and  to 
a  fuller  account  of  his  relations  with  those  friends  whom  so  far  we 
have  but  mentioned. 
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Walton's  Literary  Life  and  Friendships 


preserved  in  the  Rehquia  Wottomana,  can  hardly  be  spared  here, 


*  See  Appendix, 
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for  the  illustration  it  afFords  of  the  familiar  intercourse  between  the 
two  men  : 


My  Worthy  Frienj, 


[Date,  probably  early  part  of  1639,] 


1  am  not  able  to  yield  any  reason  ;  no,  not  so  much  as 
may  satisfy  myself,  why  a  most  ingenious  letter  of  yours  hath  lain  so 
long  by  me  (as  it  were  in  lavender)  without  an  answer,  save  this  only, 
the  pleasure  I  have  taken  in  your  style  and  conceptions,  together  with  a 
meditation  of  the  subject  you  propound,  may  seem  to  have  cast  me  into 
a  gentle  slumber.     But  being  now  awaked,  I  do  herein  return  you  most 
hearty  thmiks  for  the  kind  prosecution  of  your  first  motion,  touching  a 
just  offii     due  to  the  memory  of  our  ever  memorable  friend,  to  whose 
good  fame,  though  it  be  needless  to  add  anything  (and  my  age  considered, 
almost  hopeless  from  my  pen  j)  yet  I   will  endeavour  to  perform  my 
promise,  if  it  were  but  even  for  this  cause,  that  in  saying  somewhat  of 
the  life  of  so  deserving  a  man,  I   may  perchance  over-live  mine  own. 
That  which  vou  add  of  Dr.  King  (now  made  Dean  of  Rochester,  and 
by  that  translated  into  my  native  soil)  is  a  great  spur  unto  me ;  with 
whom  I  hope  shortly  to  confer  about  it  in  my  passage  towards  Boughton 
Malherb,  which  was  my  genial  air,  and  invite  him  to  a  friendship  with 
•:hat   family  where  his   predecessor  was   familiarly   acquainted.     I  shall 
write  to  you  at  large  by  the  next  messenger  (being  at  present  a  little  in 
business),  and  then  I  shall   set  down  certain  general  heads,  wherein   I 
desire  information  by  your  loving  diligence  ;  hoping  shortly  to  enjoy 
your  own  ever  welcome  company  in  this  approaching  time  of  the  Fly  and 
the  Cork.     And  so  I  rest. 

Your  very  hearty  poor  friend  to  serve  you, 

H.  WOTTON. 

In  addition  to  the  Elegy,  Walton  had  meanwhile  written  some 
Imes  for  the  j)ortrait  of  Donne  in  the  second  edition  of  Donne's 
poems  (1635),*  and  had  also  contributed  complimentary  verses  to 
The  Merchant's  Map  of  Commerce,  1638  ;*  but  it  is  with  his  life  of 
Donne  that  his  literary  work  really  commences.  It  appears  to  have 
won  immediate  and  unanimous  praise.  Charles  I.  spoke  of  it  with 
approbation  ;  John  Hales  told  Dr.  King  that  "  he  had  not  seen  a  life 

•  See  Appendix. 
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»         jwiiiibon  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  VVtU/m,  ,„,»  >i  ° 

panegyrist,-  and  that  Donne's  was   he  bes    liL  h.  I  ^       •    ^  ^""^^ 

memoria  seal  which  he  Hv^-o^*  j  ,"^  '"^    "'m   the  quaint 

engraved  a,  'hTS  of  hlr„m"   "*  """'  ""'  ""''"  '''"  '»^^"'""' 
vcrlTa'ri  SaS  ''7'' ^«l'°"\liemry  work  i.  confined  .o  stray 

buted  L  chaEg'addL  '^'eh^i',  ^^..f''  'h*.  he  c„„„i. 

seventeenth  century   and  his  "  R.li     •    ■•  ^'"^  ^S"res  of  the 

of  his  wanderinrr  life^nH  L  ^^"'*      ^'^  curiously  illustrative 

nerer  was  S  ?quatt  LhTe  7'""'  ."^-"X-^ided  character  ;  for 
tecture,  '' cLacter"  oC^^  '"atenals-notes  on  Italian  archi- 
dipiom'atic  .isW  ,o  t^^T^^^l^?^'''^  reminiscences  of 
and  the  twenty-second  ch.nftV    Tr  _.  ."P°"  Christmas  day, 

familiar  friends  JraTe  lett?s  of  K  ^'"'"''  ^^^'^'S'^'^"'  g^y  I^«*=«  to 
:^  *u       -J      ...  b™ve  letters  of  business  to  "mv  I  nrH  7X.„.»,  "      j 

m  the  midst,  like  a  little  bunch  of  myrrh  a  Sndful  of  I    •  '    ^"'^ 

rare  med  tat  ve  sweetness      T»  ^        y^l^'  ^  handful  of  lyrics  of  a 

ive  sweetness.     In  one  of  these,  prettily  entitled  '« On  a 

*  Sec  Appendix. 
li 


•  '  "II 


•  K 


f 


Introduction 

Bank  as  I  sat  a-Fishing,"  he  vtry  likely  refers  to  Walton,  for  he  i' 
doubtless  the  "  friend  '  of  these  lines  : 

7he  jtaloui   Trout,  thai  tow  did  lie. 
Rose  at  a  well  dissembled  Hi  : 
There  stood  my  friend,  itith  patient  skill 
/ittendipig  of  his  tremhting  quill. 

Probably  a  reminiscence  of  one  of  the  many  fishing  excursions 
Walton  and  his  friend  used  to  make  together  along  the  Thames 
near  Eton,  where  Wotton  had  a  fishing-house.  The  "Reliquiae" 
contain  two  letters  to  "  Iz.  Wa."  One  has  already  been  quoted.  The 
other  ran  as  joUows  : 

My  Worthy  Friend. 

Since  I  last  saw  you  I  have  been  confined  to  my  chamber 
by  a  quotidian  fever,  I  thank  God,  of  more  contumacy  than  malignity. 
It  had  once  left  me,  as  I  thought,  but  it  was  only  to  fetch  more  com- 
pany, returning  with  a  surcrew  of  those  splerctic  vapours,  that  are  called 
hypochondriacal ;  of  which  most  say  the  cure  is  good  company  ;  and  I 
desire  no  better  physician  than  yourself.  I  have  in  one  of  those  fits 
endeavoured  to  make  it  more  easy  by  composing  a  short  Hymn  ;  and 
since  I  have  apparelled  my  best  thoughts  so  lightly  as  in  verse,  I  hope  1 
shall  be  pardoned  a  second  vanity,  'f  I  communicate  it  with  such  a  friend 
as  yourself  j  to  whom  I  wish  a  cheerful  spirit,  and  a  thankful  heart  to 
value  it,  as  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  of  our  good  God,  in  whose  dear 
love  I  leave  you,  remaining, 

Your  poor  friend  to  serve  you, 


H     VOTTON. 


Oh  thou  great  Power !  in  whom   I  move, 
For  whom   1  live,  to  whom   I  dit. 
Behold  me  throu?h  thy  beams  of  love, 
IVhilst  on  this  couch  of  tears  1  lie ; 
And  cleamc  my  sordid  soul  within. 
By  thy  Christ's  blood,  the  bath  of  sin. 

No  hallowed  oils,  no  grains  I  need. 
No  rags  of  saints,  no  purging  fre. 
One  rosy  drop   ''.'om  David's  seed, 
IVas  worlds  of  seas  to  quench  thine  ire. 

Oh  precious  Ransom  !  zchich  once  paia 
That  Consummatum  est  was  said. 
lit 
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^nd  iaid  by  him,  that  said  no  mtre. 

Uut  uald  ,t  with   his  sacred  breath  ^ 

7hiu  then  that  has  despung'd  my  score, 

4nd  dying  wast  the  death  of  death. 
Be  to  me  now,  on  thee  I  call  ' 
My  life,  my  strength,  my  joy]  my  all. 

H.    lyOTTON. 
Wtth  the  year   1653   came  the  charmine  classic    which  ;„  .k 

Paris,  .„d  iel  Lling  .0^=^71^ cv  in^/uclT'Jrl.H  '  '"^'  "' 
1  Shall  deal  more  particu  arlv  with  Th^  rnn.e,/J,    I  ,     i 

M«„while  k.  us  prLed  wi.h'^wl"^^"  Corf  ^'"  '""  ""■ 
m   1654  appeared  an  enlarged  second  edition  of  rh.-   K,i      ■ 

IVonoman^    ,„   y(,^^  an  enlarged  second  edit  on  of  ^t  rZ'" 

Angler  and  in  1658  a  second%dition  of  ff^Thf^fk^'"^'^ 

trtrl;tsf:d'-  i^-a't^^  ^,f-f  ^^^£'^:^ 

ingeni^s  S    Mr  R        ^"""t '^  "''^S"^'"   ^'^'^''^^^d    to  "my 

*  See  Appendix. 
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edition  of  Alexander  Brome's  .Sengs  and  Other  Poems,  i66i.*  In 
1 66 1  came  a  third  edition  of  The  Compleat  yhig/er,  and  in  that  year 
Walton  also  contributed  some  verses  to  the"  fourth  edition  of  a 
religious  poem,  entitled  The  Synagogue,  by  the  Rev.  Christopher 
Harvie,  who  had  paid  Walton  a  similar  compliment  in  the  second 
edition  of  The  Compleat  Angler.  In  1665  appeared  The  Lije  of  Mr. 
Richard  Hooker,  which  Walton  had  written  during  the  first  two 

*  Sec  Appendix. 
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vcars  of  his  residc.cc  with  Bishop  Morlcv  at  Winchester       IV,  »k 
L^  was  prchxcU  that  delightful  letter  tVom  l)r   K  n„   B   l?n     r 

knew  and  love    .„,,  but  by  vou     .^^    1      '  l'^"  *"  "'^"^  '''^' 

relation  of  them  bv  your  happvne       ofa        kV  T  ^""^  ''"^  '^""^ 

unfeigned  censure  '^'^^  ^     '       '       ^'"^   '  ^''•'"  ^''^  >""  my 

him  ,o  ,h.  .ask,  ..a  ,ri.„d  wtl  Itartd'^S  ITr*'^- 

him ••  "^"y  dircourses    concerning 

^Ji!  ^T'^^/  •'  """^'"^  by  a  fourth  edition   .     m  Omtleat 
Angler,  and  ii,  1670  appeared  The  Life  of  \Ir  C    -        i    i  ^'"^fJS^} 

year  also  appeared  the  Vrst  collected  edition  of  ihe^L  ■      tV' .  ?" 

See  Appendix. 
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In  1674  appeared  an  edition  of  Herbert's  Temple,  with  Walton's 
Life  prefixed,  and  in  1675  appeared  the  second  coliected  edition  of 
the  Lives,  on  which  occasion  Cotton  addressed  a  long  and  afFec- 
tionate  poem  to  Walton,  which  he  hii  written  apparently  on 
January  17,  1672-3.* 

In  1676  appeared  the  fifth  and  finally  rt/ised  edition  of  The  Corn- 
pleat  Angler,  to  which  further  reference  will  be  made. 

In  1678  Walton  published  his  Life  of  Robert  Sanderson,  Bishop  of 
Lincoln,  being  then  in  his  eighty-fifth  year,  but  as  vigorous  mentally 
as  ever.     This  Life  is  of  particular  interest  for  the  personal  glimpses 
which  It  gives  us  of  Walton,  and  his  attitude  to  the  movements  of 
his  own  day.    I  have  already  quoted  the  charming  picture  of  Walton 
and  Sanderson  meeting  in  Little  Britain  in  "  *hat  dangerous  year, 
1655,    but  this  charming  valedictory  reference  to  his  own  length  of 
years,  as  he  finishes  telling  of  Sanderson's  dying,  should  not  be 
omitted  :  "  Thus  this  pattern  of  meekness  and  primitive  innocence 
changed  this  for  a  better  life.    'Tis  now  too  late  to  wish  that  my  life 
may  be  like  his  ;  for  I  am  in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  my  age  ;  but  I 
humbly  beseech  Almighty  God  that  my  death  may;  and  do  as 
earnestly  beg  of  every  reader  to  say  Amen.     '  Blessed  is  the  man  in 
whose  spirit  there  is  no  guile.'     Ps.  xxxii,  2." 

Two  or  three  quotations  from  The  Life  of  Sanderson  and  other 
Lives,  1  lustrative  of  Walton's  politics  and  religious  opinions,  will  be 
better  placed  in  the  Appendix. 

In  1680  was  published  a  pamphlet  entitled  ^'  Love  and  Truth  :  in 
two  modest  and  peacable  Letters,  concerning  the  distempers  of  the 
Present  Times  :  written  from  a  quiet  and  conformable  Citizen  of 
London  to  Two  Busie  and  Factious  Shopkeepers  in  Coventry." 
These  letters  have  been  attributed  to  Walton  (confidently  byZouch) 
and  there  has  been  much  controversy  on  the  matter.  Their  style 
w-n-"^y  ,v"'''  Walton,  and  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  hesitates  to  decide. 
Wilham  Pickering,  in  an  interesting  MS.  note  to  his  copy  now  in 
the  British  Museum,  decides  unhesitatingly  against  Walton's  author- 
ship, and  the  balance  of  opinion  seems   to   be   that   way.     Space 
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exciting  to  read  ^  persuade  one  that  they  are 

gossip,  to  his  friend  Anh^.  ,1,         ^^        following  data,  or  rather 
fpplied  to  hLr  Iht tSli.atbn"''''''"'''  """^  "  """"  ^^^  ^ 

FFOR  Y«  FfRIENDS  y"  THIS, 

wetltd^TyT.t^fche^'th^r'^";'  of  Winton  icnew  hi.  very 
minsrer  scole^  at  wS  time  htv  ?k  '\  '^'  "PP^™°"  fforme  -n  West- 
bricklayer,  who  mide  himTm^^h  ''^u"'*'  "'?,''  '''^  '"°"'^'-  '"^'ried  a 
but  in'a  'short  S/h?  cremaiftr  m';^  ji''^'''  '^''",-  "'^  ^"''^^ 
■mployment,  which  was  to  attenH  nr'  ^'""^«".  got  him  a  better 
Rauley'son'histravilTs  Withb  //h '^"'^'"yr  " '''"  °^  ^ir  Walter 
parted  (I  think  not  n  ^ole  bloud  1  Lh  "  ""f  '^'"•'  "'"''■  ^«"^".  ^h^X 
had  in  heir  traviiles  7no?  to  K  "!.  :.\''  '?*'  '"'"'''*= '°  ^''«  'hey 
set  up  for  himselfrn  the   rade  bv  Xh"h'''^-    i?""^  L'^^"  ««="  '"=g^"  '« 

of  which  I  .     d  not  ^ve  any  acL^n       H?"'.^"  '"''''^^^r  ='"''  f^""^' 
a  yeare  from  x\^f  K-;„l     i  ^  account.     He  got  in  time  to  have  a  100/ 

-ny^fTe  ImKd's^r^of'lh'r'"  ^'^  ^'"^  ^""^  ^""^  '■''^"-- 
love  or  fere  of  his  ra  hnl  inlT  ^^"''■^'  ^"^  "^^^  "'ell  pay'd,  for 

he  told  him  he  w J   in  li    lonr^er  '"°'''  °'  ^"''-     ^^  'ord  tJu  me, 
him,  which   waT  often)  mucT  ISr^T  T^  T^'''''^  ^'''="  ^e  saw 

Lord  tells  me  he  knowe,  n^  K  !  k ■  7  .""'  "'^^"^'^  ^"«1  ^oner.  My 
The  question'may  beTu  oU  W^5'  '^  ""  ^'■"  '"  Westminster^ 
he  is  positive  as  to  his  beinX'm  .^      ""U  easily  upon  what  grounds 

resolve  it.  So  much  for  bSe^en  You  "ll'  ^"'^"f/r"'  ^'^  -'" 
tedyous  as  I  doe  this.  .  .  °"   """   "°*  ^'""'^  'he  rest  so 
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Giffbrd's  criticism  upon  this  is  justifiably  severe,  "  Izaak  Walton," 
he  writes,  "cannot  be  mentioned  without  respect ;  but  his  letter  was 
written  nearly  half  a  century  after  Jonson's  death,  and  when  the 
writer  was  in  his  eighty-seventh  year.  It  is  made  up  of  the  common 
stones  of  the  time,  and  a  few  anecdotes  procured,  while  he  was 
writing,  from^  the  Bishop  of  Winchester,  who  must  himself,  at  the 
date  of  Izaak's  letter,  have  been  verging  on  ninety.  It  is  not  easy 
to  discover  what  was  the  Bishop's  and  what  was  Walton's,  but  on 
these  Wood  constructed  his  Life  of  Jonson.  He  brings  little  of  his 
own  but  a  few  dates." 

In  1683  Walton  had  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety,  and  if 
the  theory  which  makes  himself  the  real  author  of  "  Thealma  and 
Clearchus,  a  Pastoral  History,  in  smooth  and  easie  verse,"  which  he 
published  this  year,  be  true,  it  may  well  be  an  example  of  that  second 
childhood's  tenderness  towards  their  eariy  verses  which  is  often 
observed  to  overcome  the  aging  prose-writer.  However,  Walton 
declared  the  poem  to  have  been  "  written  long  since,  by  John  Chalk- 
hill  Esqre  ;  an  Acquaint  and  Friend  of  Edmund  Spencer,"  and  as 
there  were  more  than  one  John  Chalkhill  among  his  second  wife's 
connections,  and  as  even  so  innocent  a  dissimulation  would  probably 
have  been  repugnant  to  Walton,  there  seems  no  good  ground  for 
doubting  his  statement.  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  will  not  hear  of  Walton 
being  the  author,  but  Lowell,  on  the  other  hand,  is  of  opinion  that 
Walton  very  much  tinkered  his  friend's  poem  and  that  it  is  "  mainly 
Walton's  as  it  now  stands." 

The  publication  of  Thealma  and  Clearchus  brings  Walton's  literary 
life  to  an  end,  and  here  I  may  take  the  opportunity  of  remarking 
that  Walton's  poetry,  which  the  reader  may  study  for  himself  in  the 
appendix,  has  perhaps  been  a  little  unduly  depreciated.  It  is  often 
no  doubt  little  more  than  versified  prose,  but  "  poetry "  of  this 
order  shares  the  advantage  of  the  necessity  imposed  upon  prose  of 
having  something,  however  prosaic,  to  say.  Moreover,  the  same 
downright  sincerity  of  feeling,  which  so  often  makes  poetry  of  his 
prose,  comes  to  the  rescue  of  his  verse  also,  verse  which  seldom  lacks 
the  prose  excellence  of  apt  and  pithy  phrase.  On  the  other  hand,  in 
Lowell's  opinion,  Walton's  prose,  like  that  of  many  another  prose- 
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writer,  owes  no  little  to  the  secret  practice  of  verse      "  I  think  "  »,. 
says,  "that  Walton's  prose  owes  much   of  its  charm  to  the  noetl 
sentiment  m  him  which  was  denied  a  refuge  in  veSe,  and    h^t  h 
practice  ,n  metres  may  have  given  to  his  happier  periods  a  me  su re 
and  a  music  they  would  otherwise  have  wanted  "  measure 

Lowell's  own  success  and  failure  were  so  parallel  to  this  that  his 
judgment  .s  the  more  authoritative.  His  remarks  on  Walton's  Eletv 
upon  Donne  are  equally  worth  noting.  "  The  versification  of  thi?'' 
he  says.  "  ,f  sometimes  rather  stifF,!s  for  the  most  part  firm  and 
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not  inharmonious.  It  is  easier  in  its  gait  than  that  of  Donne  in 
h.s  Satires,  and  shows  the  manly  influence  of  Jonson.  Walton, 
at  atiy  rate,  in  course  of  time,  attained,  at  least  in  prose,  to  some- 
thing which,  if  it  may  not  be  called  style,  was  a  very  charming 
way  of  writing,  all  the  more  so  that  he  has  an  innocent  air  of  not 
knowing  how  it  is  done.  Natural  endowment  and  pre-disposition 
may  count  for  nine  in  ten  of  the  chances  of  success  in  this  com- 
petition ;  but  no  man  ever  achieved,  as  Walton  sometimes  did,  a 
simplicity  which  leaves  criticism  helpless,  by  the  even  light  of  nature 
alone. 

To  the  number  of  Walton's  friends  before  mentioned  must  be 
added  the  poet  Drayton,  of  whom  he  twice  speaks  with  affection  in 
The  Compleat  Angler,  once  as  his  "  honest  old  friend,"  and  again  as 
"  his  old  deceased  friend  ; "  also  Walter,  Lord  Aston,  to  whom 
he  presented  a  copy  of  his  collected  Lives,  still  preserved,  with  this 
note  beneath  Walton's  inscription  : 

"  Izake  Walton  gift  to  me,  June  y'  14,  1670,  w"*"  I  most  thankfully 
for  his  memmory  off  mee  acknowledge  a  greate  kindnesse. 

WALTER  ASTON." 
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THE  history  of  rhe  Compleat  Angkr  is  a  romance  in  itself,  and 
.t  has  been  written  once  and  for  all  by  Thomas  Westwood 
mirrht  c^\  A     ^^'""''^i'fjl'''  C-m/./.^/  Angler,  a  model  of  what  one 
might  call  devotional  bibliography.     From  that  I  have  ventured  to 

thTt''7m"':  '';  '''''T  •'•W-g-Phy  printed  in  the  Append^  and  o 
that  I  must  refer  readers  who  would  read  the  story  in  its  ful^    ss 

I  hat  so  res^ful  a    pastoral   should  have    been  publishc      in   so 
turbulent  a  time  has  already  been  commented  upon.     Some  have 

iZeT?  ''''  '^''  ^^7  P^"^°^  '"^y  h-^  accounted  for  i^: 
immediate  success,  so  welcome  was  such  a  note  of  peace.  Certainly 
Its  quietist  message  was  one  pertinent  to  the  moment,  and  it  had  the 
rare  fortune  to  be  heard.  The  sale  of  the  first  editioii  seems  to  hive 
been  immediate,  and  the  second  speedily  caUed  for.     This  second  is 
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really  the  first  of  the  book  as  we  know  it  to-day,  and  that  perhaps 
accounts  for  its  greater  rarity,  for  Walton  had  increased  its  length 
by  at  least  a  third,  and  made  many  changes  and  additions.     In  the  first 
edition    the    interlocutors    had    been    but    two,    "  Piscator "    and 
"  Viator,"  and  in  the  second  they  are  three,  as  we   know  them, 
"  Venator  "  taking  the  place  of  "  Viator,"  whom,  however,  Cotton 
resuscitates   in  his  second  part.     In  some   respects   Walton  would 
have  done  well  to  allow  his  book  to  remain  in  the  form  it  had  now 
attained,  for  I  must  agree  with  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  that  the  changes 
and  additions  made  in  the  fifth  edition  (the  third  and  fourth  having 
practically  been  reprints  of  the  second)  were  somewhat  short  of 
improvements.     "  The  garrulity  and  sentiments,"  says  Nicolas,  "  of 
an  octogenarian  are  very  apparent  in  some  of  the  alterations  ;  and 
the  subdued  colouring  of  religious  feeling  which  prevails  throughout 
the  former  editions,  and  forms  one  of  the  charms  of  the  piece,  is,  in 
this  impression,  so  much  heightened  as  to  become  almost  obtrusive;" 
and  he  gives  as  an  example    the    homiletical  passage  in  the   last 
chapter,  immediately    after    Venator 's  recipe   for   colouring    rods, 
which,  he  says  truly,  is  in  fact  a  religious  essay.     In  this  fifth  edition 
also  he  made  the  artistic  mistake  of  inviting  Cotton  to  write  an 
uimecessary  second  part,  but  it  was  so  he  decreed  that  his  book  should 
take  its  final  shape,  and  it  is  on  this  fifth  edition  that  all  subsequent 
editions  have  been  based.     To  some  copies  of  this  edition  still  a 
third  part  was  added,  namely  The  Experiencd  Angler,  or  Angling 
Improved,  by  Colonel  Richard  Venables,  a  letter  from  Walton  to 
whom  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.     When  including  this  third 
part,  the  book  is  entitled  The  Universal  Angler,  but  Venables's 
portion  was  not  retained  in  later  editions.    Of  these  the  most  impor- 
tant have  been  those  of  Moses  Browne,  Sir  John  Hawkins,  Sir  Harris 
Nicolas,  John  Major,  Dr.  Bethune,  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston.     Sir 
Harris  Nicolas's  is  the  most  complete,  and  will  probably  remain  the 
authoritative  edition,   John  Major's    is  the  daintiest    (but   greatly 
marred  by  its  shopkeeper's  preface),  and  Dr.  Bethune's  is  the  most 
learned. 

Perhaps   no   English  book  except    The  Pilgrims   Progress  and 
Robinson  Crusoe  has  been  so  beloved.     Generation  after  generation 
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has  brought  to  it  its  young  affections,  and  there  seems  every  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  average  of  something  like  a  new  edition  for 
every  two  and  a  half  years,  which  so  far  'The  Compleat  Jng/er  has 
maintained,  will  even  be  surpassed  in  the  future. 

This  veneration  for  Walton  is  one  of  the  curious  phenomena  of 
literature.  Perhaps  Dr.  Johnson  set  the  fashion  by  saying  that  he 
considered  "  the  preservation  and  elucidation  of  Walton  "  "  a  pious 
work."  He  himself  has  become  the  god  of  a  similar  idolatry,  and 
Lamb  perhaps  is  the  only  other  writer  who  has  inspired  quite  the 
same  kind  of  devotion.  For  it  is  not  mere  hero-worship,  it  is  an 
actually  religious  sentiment  on  the  part  of  the  Waltonian.  In  his 
loving  imagination  Saint  Izaak  is  as  truly  a  saint  as  any  in  the 
Calendar.  We  can  observe  the  same  process  of  canonisation  going 
on  in  the  case  of  Lamb. 

Lamb's  question  to  Coleridge,  "Among  all  your  quaint  readings, 
did  you  ever  light  upon  Walton's  Complete  Angler?  ...  it  breathes 
the  very  spirit  of  innocence,  purity,  and  simplicity  of  heart  ;  there 
are  many  choice  old  verses  interspersed  in  it  ;  it  would  sweeten  a 
man's  temper  at  any  time  to  read  it;  it  would  Christianise  every 
discordant  angry  passion  :  pray  make  yourself  acquainted  with  it " — 
and  his  many  references  to  Walton  in  his  essays  have  no  doubt 
swelled  his  fame  even  more  than  the  pontifical  praise  of  Johnson. 
Then  he  has  had  Scott  for  his  panegyrist  and  Wordsworth  for  his 
sonneteer.     Nor  should  we  forget  the  poet  Bowles. 

All  his  admirers  have  not  written  so  wisely  or  so  well  as  these. 
Like  Burns,  Walton  has  suffered  from  maudlin  devotees,  he  has  been 
slapped  on  the  back  by  the  robustious,  cooed  to  in  the  voice  of  the 
sucking  dove  by  the  sentimental,  some  have  written  in  the  "  man 
and  a  brother,"  grand  lodge  "  masonic  "  vein,  others  as  though  he 
were  a  sort  of  aged  pet  Iamb  ;  but  that  was  inevitable — fame  is  no 
fame  without  the  plebs,  and  the  paths  of  glory  must  often  pass 
beneath  triumphal  arches  not  alway.in  the  best  taste.  Besides,  how- 
ever absurd  the  form  it  may  take,  this  devotion  to  the  memory  of  a 
lovely  soul  is  surely  far  from  absurd.  For,  after  all,  Walton  is  a 
sentiment,  at  least  as  an  angler  ;  for  I  understand  that  t'  ordinary 
Philistine  angler,  to  whom  all  that  pretty  warbling  talk  <       irds  and 
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honey-suckle  hedges  has  no  appeal  in  comparison  with  a  creel  full  of' 
speckled  trout,  thinks  hut  small  beer  of  poor  Izaak's  antiquated 
angling  methods.  It  is  probably  among  those  who  have  never  cast 
a  line  (like  the  present  editor),  or,  like  Washington  Irving,  have 
but  fished  "  to  satisfy  the  sentiment,"  that  the  majority  of 
Waltonians  are  to  be  found. 

As  a  practical  guide  to  angling,  The  Compleat  Angler  was 
exploded  even  in  its  own  day.  Robert  Franck  belonged  to  the 
order  of  Philistine,  as  distinct  from  that  of  contemplative,  anglers, 
and  naturally  he  had  little  patience  with  Walton's  unpractical 
digressions.  He  vents  his  spleen  in  a  curious  book,  entitled 
Northern  Memoirs,  written  in  dialogue  between  Theophilus  and 
Arnoldus,  published  in  1694,  and  re-edited  by  Sir  Walter  Scott, 
in  1 82 1.  Arnoldus  complains  that  Walton  "stuffs  his  book  with 
morals  from  Dubravius  and  others,  not  giving  us  one  precedent  of 
his  own  practical  experiments."  Fheophilus  loftily  rejoins  :  "  I 
remember  the  book,  but  you  inculcate  his  errata  ;  however,  it  may 
pass  muster  among  common  muddlers."  But  Arnoldus  thinks  not, 
"  for,"  he  continues,  "  I  remember  in  Staflx)rd,  I  urged  his  own  argu- 
ment upon  him,  that  pickerel  weed  of  itself  breeds  pickerel.  Which 
question  was  no  sooner  stated,  but  he  transmits  himself  to  his 
authority,  viz.,  Gesner,  Dubravius,  and  Aldrovandus,  which  I  readily 
opposed,  and  offered  my  reasons  to  prove  the  contrary."  Arnoldus 
finally  relates  how  the  Compleat  Angler,  getting  the  worst  of  the 
argument,  dropped  it,  "and  leaves  Gesner  to  defend  it,"  and  "so 
hufftd  away." 

Of  course,  from  his  point  of  view  Franck  was  perfectly  justified. 
For  one  might  as  well  consult  a  fifteenth-century  pharmacopoeia  on 
Russian  influenza  as  consult  "Honest  Izaak"  on  any  of  the 
higher  branches  of  his  art.  But  who  minds  that  ?  Angling  was 
simply  an  excuse  for  Walton's  artless  garrulity,  a  peg  on  which  to 
hang  his  ever-fragrant  discourse  of  stream  and  meadow.  He 
followed  angling,  as  indeed  any  such  sport  is  most  intelligently 
followed,  as  a  pretext  for  a  day  or  two  in  the  fields,  not  so  much 
to  fill  his  basket  as  to  refresh  his  spirit,  and  store  his  memory 
with    the    sweetness    of  country   sights  and  sounds.      The  angler 
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who  merely  angles  for  the  sake  of  what  he  can  catch  is  not  so 
much  an  angler  as  a  fishmonger.  The  truer  angler  is  more  often 
like  Scott  and  Mr.  Lang,  "  no  fisher,  but  a  well-wisher  to  the 
game,"  such  a  one  as  Mr.  Bridges  describes  in  one  of  his  prettiest 
verses : — 

Sometime)  an  angler  comes^  and  drops  his  hook 

IVithin  its  hidden  depths,  and  Against  a  tree 
Leaning  his  rod,  reads  in  some  pleasant  book. 
Forgetting  soon  his  pride  of  fishery ; 
And  dreams,  or  falls  asleep, 
lyhile  curious  fishes  peep 
About  his  nibbled  bait,  or  scornfully 
Dart  off  and  rise  and  leap, 
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How  much  better  to  be  this  angler  who  only  dreams,  to  have 
one  s  creel  empty  indeed,  but  one's  head  sweetly  giddy  with  the 
shinmg  ••  ghosts  ni  fish"— the  angler  who  fishes  for  the  sake  of 
doing  somethmg  else,  to  **  some  intognisable  end,"  which  certainly 
ts  not  trout. 

It  is  curious  to  note  that  that  fantastic  natural  history,  which  was 
the  scorn  of  the  fierce  scientific  Krancic,  is  one  v)f  the  features  of  Ibe 
Compteat  /Ingler  which  most  attracts  us  to-day.  Aldrovandus,  y^ilianus, 
Dubravius,  Rondclctius— what  names  had  the  scientists  of  those 
days  !  Names  monstrous  to  the  eve  rs  the  monsters  they  celebrate. 
It  IS  hard  sometimes  to  make  up  one's  mind  whether  Walton's 
solemn  deference  to  these  extmct  naturalists  of  the  extinct  is  not  a 
form  of  humour  with  him,  as  indeed  one  sometimes  wonders  too  of 
his  no  less  fantastic  piety.  Take,  for  instance,  his  familiar  argument 
in  favour  of  anglers  that  four  of  Christ's  disciples  were  fishermen, 
and  '•  first,  that  He  never  reproved  these  for  their  employment  or 
calling,  as  He  did  scribes  and  the  money-changers.  And  secondly, 
He  found  that  the  hearts  of  such  men  by  nature  were  fitted  for  con- 
templation and  quietness  ;  men  of  mild,  and  sweet  and  peaceable 
spirits,  as  indeed  mc^t  anglers  are  .  .  .  And  it  is  observable,  that  it 
was  our  Saviour's  will,  that  these  our  four  Fishermen  should  have  a 
priority  of  nomination  in  the  catalogue  of  His  Twelve  Apostles, 
Matt.  X.  2-4,  Acts  i.  13,  as  namely,  first  St.  Peter,  St.  Andrew,  St.' 
James,  and  St.  John,  and  then  the  rest  in  their  order." 

It  is  difficult  for  us  to  realise  that  Walton  probably  meant  all  this 
quite  seriously,  so  hard  is  it  by  anv  stretch  of  imagination  to  transport 
oneself  into  that  atmosphere  of  primitive  innocence  in  which  the 
childlike  soul  of  Walton  breathed.  But  to  doubt  Walton's  absolute 
seriousness  in  such  a  passage  is  to  miss  one  of  the  essential  conditions 
of  his  temperament,  its  complete,  unquestioning  reliance  upon 
authority.  He  was  entirely  the  product  of  the  old  order.  We  see 
in  him  an  exquisite  example  of  that  perfection  of  character  which 
that  old  order  not  infrequently  developed.  He  is  perhaps  more  the 
ideal  Churchman  than  the  ideal  Christian,  a  respecter  of  castes  and  an 
unquestioning  supporter  of  the  powers  that  be.  He  is  the  type  of 
man  who  grows  obediently  as  he  is  trained,  and  gives  God  the  glory. 
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tenderly,  but  I  am  .fr.id    •  Ho'  est  Tz.ak's "•  ^      love-story  more- 
much  like  that  of  M,    Coventry   ?tni",nH   h""'   ''^  ^T'"  ""'' 
usage  and  dividing-.n...       Sraht     '     ^  '"  """^"^  ^''^  ^""^' 
But  a  saint  is,  ot  irceistv  "i-in-.xih.r     k  •  .      . 

wng."     One  can  harHN-  .^   l.     -      "^  dropt  from  an  angd  s 

so  wdl       ru  "".'^"'I'y  •''  =  "'«  "f   onr  .o  imiocent-mindcd  writing 

artist    can   be  reallv  irtl^cc       t  i,      r      •  seer......     N., 

IJonnc's  hymns,  he  says,  "These  hy.nns^r;  To„  71     ,  *  ,       •    ' 
doubtless  they  were  such  as  they  ,J„  „„„  si„g°"  hS  .-^,  '      W;. 

s.ud.e,  fo.  his  wil-sTpt'ph,i"„dt  Su^ShTd^^eh^of  alt 

Ixix 


Mi 


,''.--:;;./*■. 


1M 


is  4 


^1; 


•^' 


5V.     ,«' 


'f 


ii 


Introduction 

artlessness  that  planned  his  pastoral,  managed  his  dialogues,  and  in- 
troduced his  variations  from  his  chosen  theme,  it  was  that  artlessness 
which  is  one  with  art.  So  much  nature  was  never  got  into  a  book 
without  a  corresponding  outlay  of  art — and  has  any  one  else  brought 
the  singing  of  birds,  the  fragrance  of  meadows,  the  meditative  peace 
of  the  riverside,  into  a  book,  with  so  undying  a  freshness  as  he? 
And  how  well  he  knew  daintily  to  set  a  sprig  of  "  old-fashioned 
poetry,  but  choicely  good,"  here  and  there  among  his  pages,  poetry 
thus  immortalised  by  the  association — for  no  other  writer  so  hallows 
his  quotations. 

But  it  is  in  vain  we  strive  by  critical  reagents  to  analyse  the  un- 
fading charm  of  this  old  book  ;  is  it  not  simply  that  the  soul  of  a 
good  man  still  breathes  through  its  pages  like  lavender  ? 
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IV.    Charles  Cotton 

1HAVE  elsewhere  ventured  to  express  the  opinion  that  Cotton's 
so-called  "second  part  "  of  The  Compleat  Angler,  whatever  the 
literary  skill  with  which  the  style  of  Walton  is  imitated,  not  to 
say  parodied,  whatever  its  illustrative  and  associative  value,  or  its  im- 
portance as  a  contribution  to  the  art  and  science  of  flyfishing,  is 
nevertheless— printed  as  an  integral  part  of  that  charming  classic— an 
impertinence.  Its  proper  place  is  an  appendix,  whither  I  should 
have  relegated  it  in  this  edition,  had  not  tradition  been  too  strong  to 
he  gainsaid.  Whom  fame  has  joined  together  let  no  man  put  asunder. 
Yet,  as  I  have  said,  I  cannot  be  "  the  only  reader  of  the  book  for 
whom  It  ends  with  that  gentle  benediction  :  '  And  upon  all  that  are 
lovers  of  virtue,  and  dare  trust  in  his  providence,  and  be  quiet,  and 
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^4'^^:T  ""  ™  """"ation  from   ,  Th»,.  iv.  ,  ,, 
"After  the  em|uisite  quietism  of  this  farewell,  it  is  distractino-  m 

if  :<=  nl  Pr  ,  f^  *^^  ^"'"  y'^^'"^  ^y  sententiously  pious  editors,  who 
hU  '^^  M  ['''  ^'"^  "°  ^'  '^«'"P''^"y  ^«'-  Walton/and  only  10^^^ 
his'name'"     """^"  '''^'^""'^  affecLn  "  pleads  Against  obLblX 

th.?''l  f ''''''"^'^^^"ctimonious  horror  on  the  matter  is  so  delicious 
that  1  cannot  forbpar  quoting  him  :  "cnuous 

The  friendsh.p  which  our  venerated  Walton  had  for  Cotton   besides 

w.  it'tTrafl  l";''r  "^  '^^  '""r'"^  ="'""^'"g  '-^  exceSent  'treT,t 
wul  a  urally  lead  the  r-ader  to  desire  a  better  knowledge  of  him  -but' 
■t  must  be  confessed,  that  the  duty  thus  laid  umjn  the  editor  iT  hv  ,, ! 
means  so  pleasant  as  he  could  wish/  The  characTr  o  the  adop  ed^on 
differs  so  widely  from  that  of  his  pure-minded  father  2  to  make  it  a 

Serofwittrr  ^""^r;:  t'^'-'  ^"^'-^  -V^a"  mtdVh 

tne  reckless  wit  good  by  a  close  association   made  the  mercifiTl  hearf 
ma?ntai'nerJ'"'^''''u"  '"'"''  '''""''  ^"    affectioniue  intercourse  wa. 

One  would  like  to  hear  "  hearty,  cheerful  Mr.  Cotton's  "  laughter 
—and  remarks  -on  this  passage  'augnter 

vvirI^rn"T^l"''^°u''''^  friendship  is  obvious,  and  we  may  be  sure 
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friendship  than  his  opinions  or  even  h  f  "'""■"■  '"^PO'-tant  to  a 

^\^^  a  saint,  he  had  plainly  n^fort^J^'^'t    "'^^'^^'^'  ^^  Walton 

g'vcn  to  unpractical  childre^n  o?  ieKd"l  '^'  .r^^'^'^P^'  ^^^^^^^ 

;>"«-'   bond   between  him  and  Cotfon    wh    T'' "° '^""^^ '"^icates 

ovcd  a  gentleman  of  the  blood  a?Sjf;"  ^  .^^X^  ^^at  "Walton 

/.  am  sure,  as  sturdily  independent  wS ^      -^"l"'""  '^''^'  «"d  was, 

'■";age,  there  was  nothing  he  rdiXd  l^  "  '  /  ^'"/^^^'^  "^  obscurest 

P'^d.grees  of  other  people.'^     When  th  .         ',  ""'""'y ''^^'^  ^^^   long 

''"  angler,  with  one  of  the  best  tro„t       ^'"'^""'"  °^  ^^^^  blood  wal 

through  his  lands,a  man  oftas\  staunch  "^^^^  '"  F"^''"'^  "Pf^''"g 
and  a  kind,  hearty,  good-Stu;ed  """'''' '°^^' ^'^"^^^^^ 
•■espectful  towards  sk.fctSerifnerhrn"^.'"''!:''^"'^'-'^"^  ^«  ^g'^  and 
h.s  hfe  and  poems,  as  young  ^tt  bj'^^^T ^^^  ^^^i^^V^n 
the  B,shop  of  Chichester's  "  Ho^  Jt  LalTw  I'  T^^'  '^°"^^"'^  *^^-" 
.     ^or  Cotton  Walton  probably  had  Z     ^^  "'  ^'"'  ^'^  ^"*^"d  ? 

•s  so  attractive  to  men  If  the^worjd   wh   '^'■"'  °'  '"''^^"'^  ^^'^i'^h 
urbanity  often  understand  and  Tnter^rTt       Z  '  '°'''  °^  intellectual 
than  the  good  and  pure   tCm^W^r    F't'l^"' t""^  ^"'■'^y  '''=«'^'- 
ot  the   world's  delight  in  character  ;.         °  "'''>'  ^'  ^^'^   ^^e   .nan 
o^  the  particular  type's  likeness  o/un  I 'L'   '""   '^'''-•'   ^"dependent 
must  have  been   times  when    ^llK     Um''  '°  ^™^'='^-     ^bere 
tremendously  ;   times  when  he  would    L.^?"    """'^^   ^'"^    ^awn 
man  s  prudishncss  ;   times  even  wh      u''  ""''""  ^^  ^'^'^  ola 
"d^mn"  h.s   sent'entiou  Js      The\     '"'I!  ^^^'^  ^'^^'^  ^'^'"P^'^d  to 
readers  to  this  day,  but  they  to  ol  lov       t  •  ^'P?f "'  ^^'^^    ^altons 
"  was,^no  doubt,  with  Cottof  "^  ^""  '•^''  '^'  '^^^  >  and  so 

of  tre'fSh::  bX  the  tn^ltZ^^T'  T^"  ^^^^  ^^  ^  ^-nd 
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that  the  same  description  will  almost  literally  serve  for  both— though. 

^\}    1^^'-  ^^"^  ^'^'^'^'"  ^'■''^"'^  ^^  ^^^'^  ^'-■'="  ^^'-'  "^o"**^  brilliant  man. 
1  hat  description,   stately  yet    almost  tender,   is  supplied   by   Lord 
Clarendon  in  the  following  passage,  quoted  from  his  autobiography  : 
Charles  Cotton  was  a  gentleman  born  to  a  competent  fortune,  and  «> 
quahhed  in  his  person  and  education,  that  for  many  vears  he  continued 
thegreatc  f  ornament  of  the  town,  in  the  esteem  of'those  who  had  been 
best  brtd.     His  natural  parts  were  very  great,  his  wit  flowing  in  all  the 
parts  of  conversation  ;  the  superstructure  of  learning  not  raised  to  a 
considerable  height :   but  having  passed  some  years  in  Cambridge,  and 
then  in  Y  ranee,  and  conversing  always  with  learned  men,  his  expressions 
were  ever  proper  and  significant,  and  gave  great  lustre  to  his  discourse 
upon   any  argument  ;  so  that  he  was  thought  by  those  who  were  not 
intimate  with  him,  to  have  been  much   better  acquainted  with  books 
than  he  was.     He  had  all  those  qualities  which  in  youth  raise  men  to 
the  reputation  of  being  fine  gentlemen  ;  such  a  pleasantness  and  gaiety 
of  humour,  such  a  sweetness  and  gentleness  of  nature,  and  such  a  civility 
and  delighrfulness  in  conversation,  that  no  man,  in  court  or  out  of  it, 
appeared  a  more  accomplished  person  :    all    these   extraordinary  quali- 
fications being  supported  by  as  extraordinary  a  clearness  of  courage  and 
fearlessnessofspirit,  of  which  he  gave  too  often  manifestation.  'Some 
unhappy  suits  m  law,  and  waste  of  his  fortune  in  those  suits,  made  some 
imptession  on  his  mind  which,  being  impaired  by  domestic  afflictions 
and  those  indulgences  to  himself  which  naturally  attend  those  afflictions 
rendered  his  age  less  reverenced  than  his  youth  had  been,  and  gave  his 
best  friends  cause  to  have  wished  that  he  had  not  lived  so  long. 
The  fortunate  son  of  this  delightful  father,  and   by  him  and  his 
iiiother,  Ohvc  Stanhope,  sprung   from  some  of  the  noblest  Derby- 
shir    .lid  Staffordshire  families,  Charles  Cotton  was  born  at  Beres- 
ivro.,  /Vj  ril  28,  1630.     Particulars  of  his  youth  are  almost  as  vague 
ab  •).,;  luuhirs  of  the  youth  of  Walton  ;   but  in  his  case,  on  account 
of  his  birth,  they  are  more  safely  conjccturable.     That  he  was  sent 
to  Cambridge  is  likely,  though  not  definitely  known  ;   it  being  sur- 
mised, however,  from  his  affection  for  his  tutor,  Ralph  Rawson,  as 
expressed    in   a  dedication  to  a  translation   of  an  ode  by  Joannes 
Secundus,  included   in   his  Poetm  on  Several  Occasions  (1689).     It 
seems  certain,   however,   that  he   tf«ok   no  degree;   but,  like  many 
who    have    done    the    same,   his    acquaintance    with    and    love    for 
literature  at  an  early  age  seems  to  have  been  none  the  less.      His 
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classical  attainments  and  his  knowledge  of  French  and  Italian, 
combined  with  the  usual  polite  accomplishments  of  his  time, 
appear  to  have  been  considerable  ;  and  he  seems  to  have  written 
pcKitry  from  his  youth,  though  little  of  it  was  published  till 
after  the  Restoration.  He  boasted  two  poets  among  his  family 
connections — Colonel  Richard  Lovelace,  a  friend  of  his  father's, 
and  Sir  Aston  Cockayne,  a  cousin  of  his  mother's.  Lovelace, 
who  had  written  an  elegy  on  his  aunt  Cassandra  Cotton,  and  had 
likewise  addressed  an  ode  on  "  The  Grasshopper "  to  his  father, 
later  on  inscribed  "The  Triumphs  of  Philamore  and  Amoret,  to  the 
noblest  of  our  youth  and  best  of  frienc^s,  Charles  Cotton,  Esquire, 
being  at  Beresford,  at  his  house  in  Staffordshire,  from  London." 
Cotton  is  supposed  to  have  befriended  him  in  his  poverty,  and  he 
wrote  an  elegy  to  his  memory,  whicn  was  printed  at  the  end  of 
Lucasta  and  Posthume  Poetns  in  1659. 

Sir  Aston  Cockayne,  if  but  a  very  minor  poet,  had  a  pretty 
gift  for  flattering  his  friends.  He  seems  from  the  first  to  have 
taken  the  praise  of  Cotton  for  his  mission  in  life,  and  his  poem,  "To 
my  most  honoured  cousin,  Mr.  Charles  Cotton  the  Younger,  upon 
his  excellent  Poems,"  is  a  by  no  means  despicable  piece  of  hyperbole. 
I  quote  the  greater  part  of  it  for  its  references  to  Cotton's  beauty 
and  accomplishments,  but  also  for  its  own  intrinsic  curiosity  : 

To  my  Most  Honoured  Cousin,  Mr.  Charles  Cotton,  the 
Younger^  upon  his  Excellent  Poems. 

Bear  back,  you  crowd  of  wits,  that  have  so  long 
Been  the  prime  glory  of  the  English  tongue. 
And  room  for  our  arch-poet  make,  and  follow 
His  steps,  as  you  would  do  your  great  Apollo. 
Nor  is  he  his  inferior,  for  see 
His  picture,  and  you'll  say  that  this  is  he ; 
So  young  and  handsome  both,  so  tress'd  alike. 
That  curious   Lilly,  or  most  skiWd  Vandyke, 
Would  prefer  neither,  only  here's  the  odds. 
This  gives  us  better  verse,  than  that  the  Gods. 
Beware,  you  poets,  that  {at  distance)  you 
The  reverence  afford  him  that  is  due 
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Thl  t'    \  ^"T'l  '*''"'  ^''  ''""  >"  compare 
Tb,  V     L        .  T'  ""■''  '"  ^o"^  tf>^>^  land,  • 

■>f.  '/  *'  phases  to  translaU  a  puce 

ThT    J""''  'I-   ^'"^^^  "^'^  ^""^  «'•  Greece 
The  unders.and,n,  reader  soon  uill  fi„dl     ' 

L       ''''  ^"'  "f  ""y  of  that  kind,         ' 
t'  "'^"'  \^[^  his  own  rare  fancy  loose 
There  ,s  no  flsght  so  nohU  as  hii  „uu' 

^ri^s  trzL  srf /,^-. 

r!'T'\  ^"  l^'^'J'^*  ^'.  heHl  make  it  fit 
To  hve  hcrcafier  emperor  of  wit.  ^ 

fnso  de  Ercitta,  that  in  strong 

nLJ^X"''"  '^'  """''**  Hebrei'stor, 
Hath  poet.z'd,  submit  unto  your  glorV         ' 
So  the  chief  swans  of  Tagls    Arne    and   V  • 
Must  vield  //,  77,  ^"&"^>  ^'^ne^  and  Seine, 

hJi    .  Thames,  and  veil  unto  your  strain 

Ha-l,  generous  magazine  of  wit,  you  bri^h 
P'""fof  learn.ng,  dissipate  thl  light   ^'' 
Ofjulness,  wherein  us  this  age  inlolvrs 
^nd  {from  our  ignorance)  redeem  our    oils 

Thji  "'  ^'"'y^  ^''■'    '  ^"-^'^    ""      hZ'e 
fhus  to  congratulate  your  happy  muse  ■ 
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travel  and  the  town,  with  a  touch  of  such  graver  interests  as  angling, 
gardening  and  planting.  (He  wrote  an  admirable  Planters'  Manual  in 
1675.) 

In  1656  he  married  his  cousin  Isabella,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Hutchinson,  and  in  1658  his  faiher  died. 

On  the  Restoration  he  began  his  public  career  as  author  by  a 
prose  panegyric  of  the  king,  and  in  1664  he  published  his  Scarronides, 
or  the  First  Book  of  Virgil  Travestie,  a  burlesque,  neither  brighter 
nor  duller  than  the  average  wit  of  his  day,  but  which,  however, 
enjoyed  great  popularity  (going  through  no  less  than  fourteen 
editions),  possibly  on  account  of  its  indecencies.  In  these,  however, 
it  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  singular  in  that  liberal  age. 

From  this  time  onwards.  Cotton  became  a  fairly  busy  literary  man. 
He  seems  to  have  been  driven  to  translating  as  a  means  of  enlivening 
the  "  vacancy  of  a  country  life,"  of  which  he  frequently  complains, 
rather  than  from  any  profit  it  brought  him.  A  list  of  his  writings 
will  be  found  at  the  end  of  this  note. 

In  1670  his  wife  died,  leaving  him  with  three  sons  and  five 
daughters,  and  in  1675  we  find  him  married  again,  his  second  wife 
being  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Russell,  and  widow  of  tl  c 
Earl  of  Ardglass.  Like  his  father  before  him,  his  life  seems  tohav, 
been  much  harassed  by  the  narrowness  of  his  means.  On  two 
occasions  he  found  it  necessary  to  petition  Parliament  to  sanction  the 
sale  of  portions  of  his  estate,  and  there  is  a  cave  near  where  Beresford 
Hall  stood,  in  which,  according  to  local  tradition,  he  used  to  hide 
from  his  creditors  ;  a  story  generally  discredited  by  his  biographers, 
but  somewhat  borne  out  by  this  passage  from  a  poem  addressed  to 
Alexander  Brome,  complaining  of  his  country  e.\ile,  with  no 
company — 

But  such^  as   I  still  pray,   I  may  not  see. 
Such  craggy  rough-hewn  rogues,  cs  do  not  fit. 
Sharpen  and  set,  but  blunt  the  edge  of  wit ; 
Any  of  which  [and  Jear  has  a  quick  eye) 
if  through  a  perspective   I  chance  to  spy. 
Though  a  mile  off,  I  take  the  alarm  and  run 
As   if  I  saw  the  devil,  or  a  dun ; 
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contribute  those  "  Instructions  how  to  angle  for  a  trout  or  grayling 
in  a  clear  stream,"  which  Cotton,  he  himself  tells  us,  wrote  in  about 
ten  days,  and  sent  back  to  his  friend.  In  the  same  year  in  which 
the  joint  Compleat  Angler  appeared,  Cotton  had  finished  building 
the  little  fishing-house  which  still  stands  among  its  trees,  in  a  bend 
of  the  Dove,  sacred  to  anglers  and  ancient  friendship.  Mr.  New's 
illustrations  make  unnecessary  any  more  modern  description  than 
Cotton's  own  (Part  II.,  Chap.  III.)  and  indeed  the  place  is  to  this 
day  so  pleasant  that  one  may  still  say  of  it  in  Walton's  words  that 
"  the  pleasantness  of  the  river,  mountains  and  meadows  about  it, 
cannot  be  d^jcribed  ;  unless  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  or  Mr.  Cotton's 
father  were  alive  again  to  do  it." 

Cotton  survived  his  old  friend  but  four  years,  dying  of  a  fever  on 
some  date  uncertain  during  1687,  but  said  to  be  February  13. 

He  is  entirely  remembered  to-day  by  his  association  with  Walton, 
and  his  translation  of  Montaigne,  which  have  carried  down  to  us  the 
tradition  of  his  handsome  person  and  courtly  manners,  but  which 
have  hardly  won  due  recognition  for  his  poetry.  Without  iLxlaring 
it,  with  Sir  Aston  Cockayne,  "  the  nihil  ultra  of  the  English  tongue," 
we  may  still  feel  that  it  has  charms  and  excellencies,  real  if  modest, 
which  make  forgetfulness  of  it  unjust,  and  which  justify  Cotton's 
long- neglected  claim  to  a  recognised  place  among  English  poets,  a 
claim  which  a  new  edition  of  his  poems  might  establish  ;  though  it 
is  to  be  feared,  that  he  would  shine  best  in  a  judicious  selection. 
His  bane  was  fluency,  and  not  seldom  \v.'  have  to  plod  through 
deserts  of  mediocre  verse  before  we  reach  any  poetry  worth  while. 
But  the  poetry  is  there,  and  when  with  Cotton  the  moment  of 
literary  projection  did  come,  the  product  had  a  charming  inevitability, 
and  is  marked  by  a  rare  excellence  of  simplicity,  to  which  Coleridge 
has  paid  a  tribute  in  the  Biographia  Literaria.  The  following  verses 
from  the  "  Contentation,"  one  of  the  several  poems  "  directed  "  to 
Walton,  may  be  taken  as  an  example  : 

'77x  contentation  that  alone 
'    Can  make  us  happy  here  below, 
yfna  when  this  little  life  is  gone, 
to  heav'n 


IVill  lift  us  up 


too. 
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A  very  little  satisfies 

An  honest  and  a  grateful  heart  ^ 
And  who  would  more  than  will  uMce, 

Does   covet  more  than  is  his  part. 

That  man  is  happy  in  his  share, 

JVho  is  warm  clad,  and  cleanly  fed ; 

Jf^hose  necessaries  bound  his  care. 
And  honest  labour  makes  his  bed. 

JVho  free  from  debt,  and  clear  from  crimes. 
Honours  those  laws  that  others  fear ; 

IVho  ill  of  princes,  in  worst  times. 
Will  neither  speak  himself  nor  hear. 

JVho  from  the  busy  world  retires 

To  be  more  useful  to  it  still. 
And  to  no  greater  good  aspires. 

But  only  the  eschewing  ill. 

JVho  with  his  angle  and  his  hooks 
Can  think  the  longest  day  well  spent. 

And  praises  God  when  back  he  looks. 
And  finds  that  all  was  innocent. 

This  man  is  happier  far  than  he. 
Whom  public  business  oft  betrays. 

Through  labyrinths  of  policy 

To  crooked  and  forbidden  ways. 

The  world  is  full  of  beaten  roads. 

But  yet  so  slippery  withall. 
That  where  one  walks  secure,  'tis  odds 

A  hundred  and  a  hundred  fall. 

Untrodden  paths  are  then  the  best, 
JVhere  the  frequented  are  unsure. 

And  he  comes  soonest  to  his  rest. 
Whose  journey  has  been  most  secure. 

It  is  content  alone  that  makes 
Our  pilgrimage  a  pleasure  here. 

And  who  buys  sorrow  cheapest,  takes 
An  ill  commodi*y  too  dear. 
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Nor  was  Cotton's  muse  always  so  mild,  as  this  manly  rebuke  of 
Waller,  censure  so  we  I! -deserved,  will  show  : 

To  Poet  E.  fV.,  occasioned  for  his  ivriting  a  Panegyric 
on  Oliver  Cromiveil 

Froth  whenct;  viU  Poet,  diilit  thou  ghan  the  witj 

yind  words  for  such  a  vitious  poem  fit  ? 

Where  couldst  thou  paper  find  was  not  too  white. 

Or  ink  that  could  he  Uack  enough   to  ivrite  ? 

What  servile  devil  tewptcd  thee  to  be 

A  fiatterer  of  thine  own  slavery  ? 

To  kiss  thy  bondage  and  extol  the  deed. 

At  one-    that  made  thy  prince  and  country  bleed? 

1  wonder  much  thy  false  heart  did  not  dread. 

And  shame  to  write  luhat  all  men  blush  to  read; 

Thus  with  a  base  ingratitude  to  rear 

Trophies  unto  thy  master^ s  murtherer  ? 

Who  called  thee  coward — much  mistook 

The  characters  of  thy  pedantic  look ; 

Thou  hast  at  once  abused  thyself  and  us. 

He's  stout  that  dares  to  flatter  a  tyanne  thus. 

Put  up  thy  pen  and  ink,  muzzle  thy  muse. 
Adulterate  hag  fit  for  the  common  stews. 
No  good  man's  library  ;  writ  thou  hast. 
Treason  in  rhyme,  has  all  thy  works  defaced ; 
Such  is  thy  fault,  that  when  I  think  to  find 
A  punishment  of  the  severest  kind 
For  thy  offence,  my  malice  cannot  name 
A  greater,  than  once  to  commit  the  same. 

Where  was   thy  reason  then,  when  thou  began 
To  write  against  the  sense  of  God  and  man  ? 
Within  thy  guilty  breast  despair  took  place. 
Thou  wouldst  despairing  die  despite  of  grace. 
At  once  thou'rt  judge  and  malefactor  shown. 
Each  sentence  in  thy  poem  is  thine  own. 
Then  what  thou  hast  pronounced  go  execute. 
Hang  up  thyself,  and  say   I  bid  thee  do  it , 
Fear  not  thy  memory,  that  cannot  die. 
This  panegyric  is  thy  elegy. 
Which  shall  be  when  or  wheresoever  read, 
A  living  poem  to  upbraid  the  dead. 
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Cotton  s  Literary  JVork 

[Thii  lilt  is  reprinted  from  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston's  "Lea  and  Dove  "  editionj 

1649     An  E'egy  upon  the  Death  of  Henry,  Lord  Hastings. 

1651     Verses  prefixed  to  Edmund  Prestwich's  translation  to  the  Hippolitus 

of  Seneca. 
1651     Verses  on  the  Execution  of  James,  Earl  of  Derby. 
1654     Verses  in  which  he  castigates  Waller  for  writing  a  panegyric  on  the 

Protector. 
1664     Scarronifies,  or  Virgil  Travestie,  being  the  first  book  of  Virgil's  Mneis, 

in  English  burlesque.     8vo. 
1667     A  Translation  of  The  Moral  Thilosophy  0/  the  Stoics,  fiom  the  French 

of  Du  Vaix. 
Some  verses  on  the  Poems  of  his  friend,  Alexander  Brome. 

1670  Scarronides,  second  edition. 

Translation  of  Genrd's  History  of  the  Life  of  the  Duke  of  Espernon, 
dedicated  to  D  .  Gilbert  Sheldon,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

167 1  A  Translation  of  Corneille's  Tragedy,  Les  Horaces. 
Voyage  to  Ireland,  in  Burlesque. 

1670     Translation  of  the  Commentaries  of  Blaise  de  Montluc,  Marshal  of 
-74  France. 

The  Compleat  Gamester.     (Attributed  to  him.) 

The  Fair  One  of  Tunis,  a  novel,  translated  from  the  French. 

1675  Burlesque  upon  Burlesque ;  or  the  Scoffer  Scoffed. 

The  Planter's  Manual,  being  instructions  for  cultivating  all  sorts  of 
fruit  trees.     8vo. 

1676  The  Second  Part  of  The  Compleat  Angler ;  Bf'ng  Instructions  hvw  to 

Angle  for  a  Trmi  or  Grayling  in  a  clear  Stttrm. 

168 1  The  Wonders  of  the  Peak.  A  description  in  verse  of  the  natural 
wonders  of  the  Peak  District  in  Derbyshire. 

1685     Translation  of  the  Essays  of  Montaigne. 

1687  Was  engaged  in  translating  the  Memoirs  of  the  Sieur  de  Pontis  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  in  February  1687.  This  work  was  published 
in  1694,  by  his  son,  Beresford  Cotton.  In  1689  Poems  on 
Several  Occasions,  a  collection  of  some  of  his  poems,  was 
published. 


ixxxiv 


.1! 


tj 


r 


.III 


ii 


n 


M 


I'   \i 


Li 


■f  - 

I 

f 


The  Compleat  Angler 

Or  the 

Contemplative  Man's  Recreation 
Part  I 


Being  a  Discourse  of  Rivers,  Fishponds, 
Fish,  and  Fishino- 

Written  by 
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TO   THE   RIGHT   WORSHIPFUL 

JOHN  OFFLEY 

OF  MADELEY  MANOR,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  STAFFORD,  ESy. 
.'lY  MOST  HONOURED  FRIEND. 


[IR,— I  have  made  so  ill  use  of  your  former 
favours,  as  by  them  to  be  encouraged  to  entreat, 
that  they  may  be  enlarged  to  the  patronage  and 
protection  of  this  book  :  and  I  have  put  on  a 
modest  confidence,  that  I  shall  not  be  denied, 
because  it  is  a  discourse  of  /j/;  and  Jishing, 
which  you  know  so  well,  and  both  love  and  practise  so  much. 
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The  Compleat  Angler 

You  are  assured  (though  there  be  ignorant  men  of  another 
belief)  that  angling  is  an  art :  and  you  know  that  art  better  than 
ot^^ers ;  and  that  this  truth  is  demonstrated  by  the  fruits  of  that 
pleasant  labour  which  you  enjoy,  when  you  purpose  to  give  rest 
to  your  mind,  and  divest  yourself  of  your  more  serious  business, 
and  (which  is  often)  dedicate  a  day  or  two  to  this  recreation. 

At  which  time,  if  common  Anglers  should  attend  you,  and  be 
eye-witnesses  of  the  success,  not  of  your  fortune  but  your  skilly  it 
would  doubtless  beget  in  them  an  emulation  to  be  like  you,  and 
that  emulation  might  beget  an  industrious  diligence  to  be  so  ;  but  I 
know  it  is  not  attainable  by  common  capacities.  And  there  be  now 
many  men  of  great  wisdom,  learning,  and  experience,  which  love  and 
practise  this  art,  that  know  I  speak  the  truth. 

Sir,  this  pleasant  curiosity  of  fish  and  fishing  (of  which  you  are 
so  great  a  master)  has  been  thought  worthy  the  pens  and  practices 
of  divers  in  other  nations,  that  have  been  reputed  men  of  great 
learning  and  wisdom :  and  amongst  those  of  this  nation,  I  remember 
Sir  Henry  Wotton  (a  dear  lov'er  of  this  art)  has  told  me,  that  his 
intentions  were  to  write  a  discourse  of  the  art,  and  in  praise  of 
angling ;  and  doubtless  he  had  done  so,  if  death  had  not  prevented 
him  ;  the  remembrance  of  which  hath  often  made  me  sorry  ;  for  if 
he  had  lived  to  do  it,  then  the  unlearned  angler  had  seen  some 
better  treatise  of  this  art,  a  treatise  that  might  have  proved  worthy 
his  perusal,  which  (though  some  have  undertaken)  I  could  never  yet 
sec  in  English. 

But  mine  may  be  thought  as  weak,  and  as  unworthy  of  common 
view ;  and  I  do  here  freely  confess,  that  I  should  rather  excuse 
myself,  than  censure  othpr<!^  my  own  discourse  being  liable  to  so 
many  exceptions  ;  against  which  you,  sir,  might  make  this  one,  that 
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The  Compleat  oingler 

it  can  contribute  nothing  to  your  knowledge.  And  lest  a  longer  epistle 
may  diminish  your  pleasure,  I  shall  make  this  no  longer  than  to  add 
this  following  truth,  that  I  am  really^ 

Sir, 

Tour  most  affectionate  friend. 

And  most  humble  servant, 

Iz.  Wa. 
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ro  THE  READER  OF  THIS  DISCOURSE, 

BUT  ESPEUALLT 

TO  THE  HONEST  ANGLER. 

THINK  fit  to  tell  thee  these  following  truths,  that 
1  did  neither  undertake,  nor  write,  nor  publish,  and 
much  less  own,  this  Discourse  to  please  myself; 
and,  having  been  too  easily  drawn  to  do  all  to  please 
others,  as  I  proposed  not  the  gaining  of  credit  by 
this  undertaking,  so  I  would  not  willingly  lose  any 
part  of  that  to  which  I  had  a  just  title  before  I 
began  it,  and  do  therefore  desire  and  hope,  if  I  deserve  not  commenda- 
tions, yet  I  may  obtain  pardon. 

And  though  this  Discourse  may  be  liable  to  some  exceptions,  yet  I 
cannot  doubt  but  that  most  readers  may  receive  so  much  pleasure  or 
profit  by  it,  as  may  make  it  worthy  the  time  of  their  perusal,  if  they  be 
not  too  grave  or  too  busy  men.  And  this  is  all  the  confidence  that 
I  can  put  on,  concerning  the  merit  of  what  is  here  offered  to  their  con- 
sideration and  censure ;  and  if  the  last  prove  too  severe,  as  I  have  a 
liberty,  so  I  am  resolved  to  use  it,  and  neglect  all  sour  censures. 

And  I  wish  the  reader  also  to  take  notice,  that  in  writing  of  it 
I  have  made  myself  a  recreation  of  a  recreation  ;  and  that  it  might 
prove  so  to  him,  and  not  read  dull  and  tediously,  /  have  in  several 
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places  mixed,  not  any  scurrility,  hut  some  innocent,  harmless  mirth,  of 
which,  if  thou  be  a  severe,  sour-complexioned  man,  then  I  here  disallow 
thee  to  be  a  competent  judge ;  for  divines  say,  there  are  ofFences  given, 
and  ofFences  not  given  but  taken. 

yind  I  am  the  willinger  to  justify  the  pleasant  part  of  it,  because, 
though  it  is  known,  I  can  be  serious  at  seasonable  times,  yet  the  whole 
Discourse  is,  or  rather  was,  a  picture  of  my  own  disposition,  espe- 
cially in  such  days  and  times  as  1  have  laid  aside  business,  and  gone 
a-fshing  with  honest  Nat.  and  R.  Roe  ;  but  they  are  gone,  and  with 
them  most  of  my  pleasant  hours,  even  as  a  shadow  that  passeth  away 
and  returns  not. 

And  next,  let  me  add  this,  that  he  that  likes  not  the  book,  should 
like  the  excellent  picture  of  the  trout,  and  some  of  the  other  fish  ;  which 
I  may  take  a  liberty  to  commend,  because  they  concern  not  myself 

Next,  let  me  tell  the  reader,  that  in  that  which  is  the  more  useful 
part  of  this  Discourse,  that  is  to  say,  the  observations  of  the  nature, 
and  breeding,  and  seasons,  and  catching  of  fish,  I  am  not  so  simple  as 
not  to  know  that  a  captious  reader -nay  find  exceptions  against  something 
said  of  some  of  these  ;  and  therefore,  I  must  entreat  him  to  consider  that 
experience  teaches  us  to  know  that  several  countries  alter  the  time,  and 
I  think  almost  the  manner  of  fishes'  breeding,  but  doubtless  of  their 
being  in  season ;  as  may  appear  by  three  rivers  in  Monmouthshire, 
namely,  Severn,  Wye,  and  Usk,  where  Camden  (British  Fishes,  633) 
observes,  that  in  the  river  Wye,  salmon  are  in  season  from  September 
to  April ;  and  zve  are  certain  that  in  Thames  and  Trent,  and  in  most 
other  rivers,  they  be  in  season  the  six  hotter  months. 

Now  for  the  art  of  catching  fish,  that  is  to  say,  how  to  make  a  man 
—that  was  none— to  be  an  angler  by  a  book ;  he  that  undertakes  it 
shall  undertake  a  harder  task  than  Mr.  Hales  {a  most  valiant  and 
excellent  fencer)  who,  in  a  printed  book  called  A  Private  School 
of  Defence,  undertook  to  teach  that  art  or  science,  and  was  laughed  at 
for  his  labour.  Not  but  that  many  useful  things  might  be  learnt  by  that 
book,  but  he  was  laughed  at  because  that  art  was  not  to  be  taught  by 
words,  but  practice ;  and  so  must  angling.  And  note  also,  that  in  this 
Discourse,  I  do  not  undertake  to  say  all  that  is  known,  or  may  be  said 
of  tt,  but  I  undertake  to  acquaint  the  reader  with  many  things  that  are 
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not  usually  known  to  every  angler  • 
and  I  shall  leave  gleanings  and  obser- 
vations enough  to  be  made  out  of  the 
ixpertence  of  all  that  love  and  practise 
this  recreation,  to  which  I  shall  encour- 
age  them.    For  angling  may  be  said  to 
be  so  like  the  mathematics,  that  it  can 
never  be  fully  learnt;  at  least  not  so 
fully,  but  that  there  will  still  be  more 
new  experiments  left  for  the  trial  of 
other  men  that  succeed  us. 

But  I  think  all  that  Iwe  this  game 

may  here  learn  something  that  may  be 

worth  their  money,  if  they  be  not  poor 

and  needy  men ;  and  in  case  they  be 

I  then  wish  them  to  forbear  to  buy  it, 

for  J  write,  not  to  get  money,  but  for 

pleasure,  and  this  Discourse  boasts  of 

no  more  ;  for  I  hate  to  promise  much 

and  deceive  the  reader. 

Jnd  however  it  proves  to  him,  yet 
1  am  sure  I  have  found  a  high  content 
tn  the  search  and  conference  of  what  is 
here  offered  to  the  reader's  view  and 
censure;  I  wish  him  as  much  in  the 
perusal  of  it,  and  so  I  might  here  take 
my  leave;  but  will  stay  a  little  and 
ten  him,  that  whereas  it  is  said  by 
many  that  in  fly-fishing  for  a  trout  the 
angler  must  observe  his  twelve  several 
flies  for  the  twelve  months  of  the  year  ■ 
J  say,  he  that  follows  that  rule  shall 
be  as  sure  to  catch  fish,  and  be  as  wise, 
as  he  that  makes  hay  by  the  fair  days 
in  an  almanac,  and  no  surer ;  for  those 
very  flies  that  used  to  appear  about  and 
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The  Compleat  ^Angler 

on  the  water  in  one  month  of  the  year,  may  the  following  year  come  almost 

a  month  sooner  or  later,  as  the  same  year  proves  colder  or  hotter ;  and 

yet,  in  the  following  Discourse,  I  have  set  down  the  twelve  fltes  that  are 

in  'reputation  with  many  anglers,  and  they  may  serve  to  gtve  htm  some 

observations  concerning  them.     And  he  may  note,  that  there  are  tn 

Wales  and  other  countries,  peculiar  flies,  proper  to  the  particular  place 

or  country ;  and  doubtless  unless  a  man  makes  a  fly  to  counterfeit  that 

very  fly  in  that  place,  he  is  like  to  lose  his  labour,  or  much  of  tt;  but 

for  the  generality,  three  or  four  flies,  neat  and  rightly  made,  and  not 

too  big,  serve  for  a  trout  in  most  rivers  all  the  summer.   And  for  winter 

fly-fishing— it  is  as  useful  as  an  almanac  out  of  date  I     And  of  these 

{because  as  no  man  is  born  an  artist,  so  no  man  is  born  an  angler j 

I  thought  ft  to  give  thee  this  notice. 

When  I  have  told  the  reader  that  in  this  fifth  impression  there  are 
many  enlargements,  gathered  both  by  my  own  observation  and  'he  com- 
munication with  friends,  1  shall  stay  him  no  longer  than  to  vftshhm 
a  rainy  evening  to  read  this  following  Discourse  ;  and  that  {if  he  be 
an  honest  angler)  the  east  wind  may  never  blow  when  he  goes 
a-fishing.  j   ^ 
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To  my  dear  Brother,  Mr.  Isaac  Walton,  upon  his 
Compleat  Angler. 

Erasmus  in  his  learned  Colloquies, 
Has  tttixt  some  toys,  that  by  varieties 
He  might  entice  all  readers  :  for  in  him 
Each  child  may  wade,  or  tallest  giant  swim. 
And  .'  ..:k  is  this  discourse :  there's  none  so  low 
Or  highly  learn  d,  to  whom  hence  may  not  flow 
Pleasure  and  information :  both  which  are 
Taught  us  with  so  much  art,  that  I  might  sn^ar 
^  'ely,  the  choicest  critic  cannot  tell, 
fVhether  your  matchless  Judgment  most  excel 
In  angling  or  its  praise :  where  commendation 
First  charms,  then  makes  an  art  a  recreation. 

'Twas  so  to  me  :  who  saw  the  cheerful  Spring 
Pictured  in  every  meadow,  heard  birds  sing 
Sonnets  in  every  grove,  sawfishes  play 
In  cool  crystal  streams,  like  lambs  in  May : 
And  they  may  play,  till  anglers  read  this  book ; 
But  after,  'tis  a  wise  fish  'scapes  a  hook. 


lo.  Fkud,  Mr.  of  Arts. 
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The  Compleat  Angler 

To  the  Reader  of  The  Compleat  Angler. 

First  mark  the  title  well ;  my  friend  that  gave  it 
Has  made  it  good ;  this  book  deserves  to  have  it. 
For  he  that  views  it  with  judicious  looks. 
Shall  find  it  full  of  art,  baits,  lines,  and  hooks. 

The  world  the  river  is ;  both  you  and  /, 

And  all  mankind,  are  either  fish  or  fry : 

If  we  pretend  to  reason,  first  or  last 

His  baits  will  tempt  us,  and  his  hooks  holdfast. 

Pleasure  or  profit,  either  prose  or  rhyme. 

If  not  at  first,  will  doubtless  take  in  time. 

He  sits  in  se.ret  blest  theology, 
Waited  upon  by  grave  philosophy. 
Both  natural  and  moral ;  history, 
Deck'd  and  adorn  d  with  fiowers  of  poetry ; 
The  matter  and  expression  striving  which 
Shall  most  excel  in  worth,  yet  not  seem  rich, 
"'here  is  no  danger  in  his  baits ;  that  hook 
IVill  prove  the  safest  that  is  surest  took. 

Nor  are  we  caught  alone,  but  (which  is  best) 

We  shall  wholesome,  and  be  toothsome,  drest: 

Brest  to  be  fed,  not  to  be  fed  upon  ; 

And  danger  of  a  surfeit  here  is  none. 

The  solid  food  of  serious  contemplation 

Is  sauced,  here,  with  such  harmless  recreation, 

That  an  ingenuous  and  religious  mind 

Cannot  enquire  for  more  than  it  may  find 

Ready  at  once  prepared  either  f  excite 

Or  satisfy  a  curious  appetite. 

More  praise  is  due  ;  for  'tis  both  positive 
And  truth,  which  on:e  was  interrogative, 
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M  utter' d  by  the  poet  then  in  jest, 

Et  piscatorem  piscis  amare  potest. 

C/>.  Harvie,  Mr.  of  Artt. 


A 


7o  my  dear  friend,  Mr.  Iz.  Walton,  in  praise  of 
Angling,  which  we  hoih  love. 

Downiy  this  smooth  stream's  wand'rini  side. 

Adorn  d  and  perfum'd  with  the  pride 

Of  Fiords  wardrobe,  where  the  shrill 

Aertal  choir  express  their  skill. 

First  in  alternate  melody. 

And  then  in  chorus  all  agree. 

^hilst  the  charm' d fish,  as  extasy'd 

With  sounds,  to  his  own  throat  deny'd. 

Scorns  his  dull  element,  and  springs 

I  th  air,  as  if  his  fins  were  wings. 

'Tis  here  that    >  pleasures  sweet  and  high 
Prostrate  to  our  embraces  lie. 
Such  as  a  body,  soul,  or  frame 
Create  no  sickness,  sin,  or  shame. 
Roses  notfenc'd  with  pricks  grow  here. 
No  sting  to  th'  honey-bag  is  near. 
But  {whc(s  perhaps  their  prejudice) 
The  difficulty,  want  and  price. 

An  obvious  rod,  a  twist  of  hair. 
With  hook  hid  in  an  insect,  are 
Engines  of  sport,  would  fit  the  wish 
O  tb  epicure,  and  fill  his  dish. 

In  this  clear  stream  let  fall  a  grub ; 
And  straight  take  up  a  dace  or  chub. 
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r  th"  mud  your  -u/orm  provokes  a  snig, 
pyhich  being  fast,  if  it  prove  big 
The  Qotham  folly  will  be  found 
Discreel,  ere  taen  she  must  be  drown' d. 
The  tench  {physician  of  the  brook) 
In  yon  dead  hole  expects  your  hook, 
fVhich  having  first  your  pastime  been. 
Serves  then  for  meat  or  medicine. 
Ambush' d  behind  that  root  doth  stay 
A  pike,  to  catch  and  be  a  prey. 
The  treacherous  quill  in  this  slow  stream 
Betrays  the  hunger  of  a  bream. 
And  at  that  nimbler  ford  {no  doubt) 
Your  false  fly  cheats  a  speckled  trout. 

When  you  these  creatures  wisely  chuse 
To  practise  on,  which  to  your  use 
Owe  their  creation,  and  when 

Fish  from  your  arts  di  rescue  men  ; 

To  plot,  delude,  and  circumvent. 

Ensnare  and  spoil,  is  innocent. 

Here  by  these  crystal  streams  you  may 

Preserve  a  conscience  clear  as  they  ; 

And  when  by  fullen  thoughts  you  find 

Your  harasi,.  I,  not  busied,  mind 

In  sable  melancholy  clad, 

Distempe'd,  serious,  turning  sad; 

Hence  fetch  your  cure,  cast  in  your  bait. 

All  anxious  thoughts  and  cares  shall  straight 

Fly  with  such  speed  they'll  seem  to  be 

Possest  with  the  hydrophobic. 

The  water's  calmness  in  your  breast. 

And  smoothness  on  your  brow  shall  rest. 

Away  with  sports  of  charge  and  noise. 
And  give  me  cheap  and  silent  joys  ; 
Such  as  Action's  game  pursue 
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Their  fate  oft  make  the  tale  seem  true. 
The  sick  or  sullen  hawk,  to-day 
Flies  not ;  to-morrow,  quite  away. 
Patience  and  purse  to  cards  and  dice 
Too  oft  are  made  a  sacrifice : 
The  daughter's  dower,  tl'  ^heritance 
O  th  son,  depend  on  one  mad  chance. 
The  harms  and  m, .chiefs  which  the  abuse 
Ofwtne  doth  every  day  produce. 
Make  good  the  doctrine  of  the  Turks, 
That  in  each  grape  a  devil  lurks. 
And  by  yon  fading,  sapless  tree, ' 
Bout  which  the  ivy  twin'dyou  see, 
Vj"J^!'  ^^fo^'told,  who  fondly  places 
Hts  bltss  in  woman's  soft  embraces 
All  pleasures,  but  the  angler's,  bring, 
i    th  tail,  repentance  like  a  sting. 

Then  on  these  banks  let  me  sit  down. 

Free  from  the  toilsome  sword  and  gown. 

And  pity  those  that  do  affect 

To  conquer  nations  and  protect. 

My  reed  affords  such  true  content. 

Delights  so  swat  and  innocent. 

As  seldom  fall  into  the  lot 

Of  sceptres,  though  they're  justly  got. 

Th.  IVtavtr,  Mr.  of  Arti. 

To  the  Readers  of  my  most  ingenious  Friend's  book. 
The  Compleat  Angler. 

He  that  both  knew  and  writ  the  lives  of  men 
i>uch  as  were  once,  but  must  not  be  again  ■     ' 
fitness  is  matchless  Donne  and  fTotton,  by 
IV hose  aid  he  could  their  speculations  try : 
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Ht  that  tonversed  with  angeh,  such  as  wtrt 
Ouldsworth  and  Featley,  each  a  shining  star 
Showing  the  way  to  Btthltm  ;  each  a  saint ; 
{Compard  to  whom  our  zealots,  now,  but  paint). 
He  that  our  pious  and  lea    'd  Jvforley  knew. 
And  from  him  suck'd  w       id  devotion  too : 
He  that  from  these  such  excellencies  fetch'd. 
That  he  could  tell  how  high  and  far ^  they  reacKd  ; 
fVhat  learning  this,  what  graces  th'  other  had ; 
And  in  what  several  dress  each  soul  was  clad. 

Rei  ier,  this  HE,  this  fisherman  comes  forth. 

And  in  these  fisher  s  weeds  would  shroud  his  worth. 

Now  his  mute  harp  is  on  a  willow  hung, 

,/ith  which  when  finely  touched,  and  fitly  strung. 

He  could  friends'  passions  for  these  times  allay  ; 

Or  chain  his  fellow-anglers  from  their  prey. 

But  now  the  music  of  his  pen  is  still. 

And  he  sits  by  a  brook  watching  a  quill  : 

Where  with  a  fixt  eye,  and  a  ready  hand, 

Hr  studies  first  to  hook,  and  then  to  land 

C  ne  trout,  or  perch,  or  pike;  and  having  done. 

Sits  on  a  bank,  and  tells  how  this  was  won. 

And  that  escap'd  his  hook,  which  with  a  wile 

Did  eat  the  bait,  and  fishermen  beguile. 

fits  whilst  some  vex  they  from  their  lands  are  thrown, 

He   oys  to  think  the  waters  are  his  own, 

And  like  the  Dutch,  he  gladly  can  agree 

To  live  at  pea:e  now-,  and  have  fishing  free. 


Apri'3,  idjo. 


Edw.  Poml,  Mr.  jf  Arts. 
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To  my  dear  Brother,  Mr.  /».  iValton,  on  hit 
Compleat  Angler. 

This  book  is  so  like  you,  and  you  like  it. 
For  harmless  mirth,  expression,  art,  and  wit. 
That  I  protest  ingenuously  'lis  true, 
I  love  this  mirth,  an,  wit,  the  book  and  you. 

Rti.  Fhud,  C. 

Clarissimo  amicissimoque ;  Fratri,  Domino  Isaaco 
Walton  Artis  Piscatoria  peritissimo. 

Unicus  est  medicus  reliquorum  piscis,  et  istts 
Fas  quibus  est  medicum  tangere,  certa  salus 
Hie  typus  est  salvatoris  mirandus  Jesu, 
Utera  mysterium  qu.elibet  hujus  habet. 

Hunc  cupio,  hunc  cupias  {bone  fraier  arundinis)  I'vduv; 

Solyerit  hie  pro  me  debita,  teque  Deo. 

Piscis  is  est,  et  piseator  (mihi  eredito)  qualena 

Vel  piscatorem  piseis  amare  velit. 

Htnry  Bajlij,  Artium  Magisfir. 

Ad  Virum  optimum^  et  Piscatorem  peri*issimum 
Isaacum  Waltonum. 

Magiiter  artis  doete  piseatoria, 
fValtone  salve,  magne  arundinis, 
Seu  tu  reductd  valle  solus  ambulas, 
Pratrrjluentes  interim  observans  aquas, 
Seu  fort}  puri  stans  in  amnis  margine, 
Sive  in  tenaei  gramine  et  ripd  sedens. 
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Fallis  periid  squameum  pecus  manu  ; 
O  te  beatum  !  qui  procui  negotiis, 
Forique  et  urbis  pulvere  et  strepitu  carens, 
Extraque  turbam,  ad  lene  manantes  aquas 
Vagos  honestd  fraude  pisces  discipis. 
Bum  ccstera  ergo  paene  gens  mortalium 
Aut  retia  ivvicem  sibi  et  technas  struunt. 
Bonis,  ut  hamo,  aut  divites  captant  senes, 
Gregi  natantum  tu  interim  nectis  dolos, 
Voracem  inescas  advenam  hamo  lucium, 
Avidamve  percam  parvulo  alberno  capis. 
Jut  verme  ruffo,  muscu/a  aut  truttam  'evi, 
Cautumve  cyprinum,  et/ere  indocikm  capi 
Calamoque  linoque  {ars  at  hum  superat  tud) 
Medicamve  tincam,  gobium  aut  esca  Irakis, 
Gratum  palato  gobium,  parvum  licet, 
Pradamve,  non  acque  salubrem  barbulum, 
Etsi  ampliorem,  et  mystace  insignem  gravi. 
Hie  sunt  tibi  artes,  dum  annus  et  tempus  sinunt, 
Et  nulla  transit  absque  linea  dies. 
Nee  sola  praxis,  sed  theoria  et  tibi 
Nota  artis  hujus  ;  unde  tu  simul  bonus 
Piscator,  idem  et  scriptor ;  et  calami  potens 
Utriusque  necdum  et  ictus,  et  tamen  sapis, 
Ut  hamiotam  nempe  tironem  instruas ! 
Stylo  eleganti  scribus  en  Halientica 
Oppianus  alter,  artis  et  methodum  tua,  et 
Pr<£cepta  promts  rite  piscator ia, 
V arias  et  escas  piscium,  indolem,  et  genus. 
Nee  tradere  artem  sat  putas  piscariam, 
{Virtutis  est  hac  et  tamen  qua  dam  schola 
Patientiamque  et  temperantiam  docxt), 
Dorumenta  quin  majora  das,  et  regulas 
Sublimioris  artis,  et  perennia 
Monimenta  morem,  vita-  et  exempla  optima ; 
Dum  tu  profundum  scribis  Hookerum,  et  pium 
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Domum  ac  disertum,  sanctum  et  Herbertum,  sacrum 

Vatem ;  hos  videmus  nam  penicillo  tuo 

Graphice,  et  per  ltd,  Isaace,  depictos  manu. 

Post  fata  factos  hos  ce  per  te  Virbios. 

O  qua  voluptas  est  legere  in  scriptis  tuts  ! 

Sic  tu  libris  nos,  lineis  pisces  capis^ 

Musisque  litterisque  dum  incumbis,  licet 

Intentus  hamo,  interque  piscandum  studes. 

Aliud  ad  Isaacum  Waltonum^  Virum  et 
Piscatorem  Optimum. 

Isaace,  made  hac  arte  piscatorid ; 
Hac  arte  Petrus  principi  censum  dedit ; 
Hac  arte  princeps  nee  Petro  multo  prior, 
Tranquillus  ilk,  teste  Tranquillo,  pater 
Patriae,  solebat  recreare  se  lubens 
Augustus,  hamo  instructus  ac  arundine. 
"Tu  nunc,  amice,  proximum  clari  est  decus 
Post  Casarem  hami,  gentis  ac  Halientica : 
Euge  O  professor  artis  haud  ingloria. 
Doctor  cathedra,  perlegens  piscariam  ! 
Na  tu  magister,  et  ego  discipulus  tuus. 
Nam  candidatum  et  me  ferunt  arundinis, 
Socium  hac  in  arte  nobilem  nacti  sumus. 
Quid  amplius,  IValtone,  nam  did  potest  ? 
Ipsi  hamiota  Dominus  en  orbis  fuitl 

laco:  Dup.  D.D. 
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CHAPTER   I 

Conference  betwixt  an  Angler,  a  Hunter,  and  a  Falconer ;  each 
commending  his  Recreation 

PISCATOR,  VENATOR,  AUCEPS 

jISCATOR.  You  are  well  overtaken,  gentlemen  ; 
a  good  morning  to  you  both ;  I  have  stretched 
my  legs  up  Tottenham  Hill  to  overtake  you, 
hoping  your  business  may  occasion  you  towards 
Ware,  whither  I  am  going  this  fine,  fresh  May 
morning. 

Venator.  Sir,    I   for   my  pact  shall   almost 

answer  your  hopes;  for  my  purpose  is  to  driiiiL  my  morning's 
draught  at  the  Thatched  House  in  Hoddesden,  and  I  think  not  to 
rest  till  I  come  thither,  where  I  have  appointed  a  friend  or  two  to 
meet  me  :  but  for  this  gentleman  that  you  see  with  me,  I  know  not 
how  far  he  intends  his  journey ;  he  came  so  lately  into  my  company, 
that  I  have  scarce  had  time  to  ask  him  the  question. 

AucEPS.  Sir,  I  shall,  by  your  favour,  bear  you  company  as  far 
as  Theobald's,  and  there  leave  you  ;  for  then  I  tu..i  up  to  a  friend's 
house  who  mews  a  hawk  for  me,  which  I  now  long  to  see. 
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Ven.  Sir,  we  are  all  so   happy  as  to  have  a  fine,   fresh,   cool 
morning ;  and  I  hope  we  shall  each  be  the  happier  in  the  other' 
company.    And,  gentlemen,  that  I  may  not  lose  yours,  I  shall  either 
abate  or  amend  my  pace  to  enjoy  it ;  knowing  that  (as  the  Italians  say) 
"  Good  company  in  a  journey  makes  the  way  to  seem  the  shorter." 

Auc.  It  may  do  so,  sir,  with  the  help  of  good  discourse,  which 
methinks  we  may  promise  from  you  that  both  look  and  speak  so 
cheerfully  ;  and  for  my  part  I  promise  you,  as  an  invitation  to  it, 
that  I  will  be  as  free  and  open-hearted  as  discretion  will  allow  me  to 
be  With  strangers. 

Ven.  And,  sir,  I  promise  the  like. 

Pisc.  I  am  right  glad  to  hear  your  answers,  and  in  confidence 
you  speak  the  truth,  I  shall  put  on  a  boldness  to  ask  you,  sir, 
whether  business  or  pleasure  caused  you  to  be  so  early  up,  and  walk 
so  fast ;  for  this  other  gentleman  hath  declared  that  he  is  going  to 
see  a  hawk  that  a  friend  mews  for  him. 

Ven.  Sir,  mine  is  a  mixture  of  both,  a  little  business  and  more 
pleasure ;  for  I  intend  this  day  to  do  all  my  business,  and  then 
bestow  another  day  or  two  in  hunting  the  Otter,  which  a  friend,  that 
I  go  to  meet,  tells  me  is  much  pleasanter  than  any  other  chase  what- 
soever :  howsoever,  I  mean  to  try  it ;  for  to-morrow  morning  we 
shall  meet  a  pack  of  Otter-dogs  of  noble  Mr.  Sadler's,  upon  Amwell 
Hill,  who  will  be  there  so  early  that  they  intend  to  prevent  the 
sun  rising. 

Pisc.  Sir,  my  fortune  has  answered  my  desires,  and  my  purpose 
is  to  bestow  a  day  or  two  in  helping  to  destroy  some  of  those 
villanous  vermin  ;  for  I  hate  them  perfectly,  because  they  love  fish 
so  well,  or  rather,  because  they  destroy  so  much ;  indeed  so  much 
that,  in  my  judgment,  all  men  that  keep  Otter-dogs  ought  to  have 
pensions  from  the  king,  to  encourage  them  to  destroy  the  very  breed 
of  those  base  Otters,  they  do  so  much  mischief 

Ven.  But  what  say  you  to  the  Foxes  of  the  Nation,  would  not 
you  as  willingly  have  them  destroyed?  for  doubtless  they  do  as 
much  mischief  as  Otters  do. 

Pisc.  Oh  sir,  if  they  do,  it  is  not  so  much  to  me  and  my  frater- 
nity, as  those  base  vermin  the  Otters  do. 
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Auc,  Why,  sir,  I  pray,  of  what  fraternity  are  you,  that  you  arc 
so  angry  with  the  jioor  Otters  ? 

Pisc.  I  am,  sir,  a  brother  of  the  Angle,  and  therefore  an  enemy 
to  the  Otter  :  for  you  are  to  note  that  we  Anglers  all  love  one 
another,  and  therefore  do  I  hate  the  Otter,  both  for  my  own  and  for 
their  sakes  who  are  of  my  brotherhood. 

Ven.  And  I  am  a  lover  of  Hounds ;  I  have  followed  many  a 
pack  of  dogs  many  a  mile,  and  heard  many  merry  huntsmen  make 
sport  and  scofF  at  Anglers. 

Auc.  And  I  profess  myself  a  Falconer,  and  have  heard  many 
grave  serious  men  pity  them,  'tis  such  a  heavy,  contemptible,  dull, 
recreation. 

Pisc.  You  know,  gentlemen,  'tis  an  easy  thing  to  scoff  at  any 
art  or  recreation  ;  a  little  wit,  mixed  with  ill-nature,  confidence,  and 
malice,  will  do  it  ;  but  though  they  often  venture  boldly,  yet  they 
are  often  caught,  even  in  their  own  trap,  according  to  that  of  Lucian, 
the  father  of  the  family  of  scoffers. 
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"  Luiian,  well  siilN  in  scoffing^  this  hath  writ. 

Friend,  that's  your  folly,  which  you  think  your  wit ; 
This,  you  vent  oft,  void  both  of  wit  and  fear. 
Meaning  another,  when  yourself  you  jeer." 

If  to  this  you  add  what  Solomon  says  of  scoffers,  that  "  they  are  an 
abomination  to  mankind,"  let  them  that  think  fit  scofFon,  and  be  a 
scoffer  still ;  but  I  account  them  enemies  to  me  and  to  all  that  love 
virtue  and  angling. 

And  for  you,  that  have  heard  many  grave,  serious  men,  pity 
Anglers  ;  let  me  tell  you,  sir,  there  be  many  men  that  are  by  others 
taken  to  be  serious  and  grave  men,  which  we  contemn  and  pity. 
Men  that  are  taken  to  be  grave,  because  nature  hath  made  them  of 
a  sour  complexion  ;  money-getting  men,  men  that  spend  all  their 
time,  first  in  getting,  and  next  in  anxious  care  to  keep  it ;  men  that 
are  condemned  to  be  rich,  and  then  always  busy  or  discontented ; 
for  these  poor  rich  men,  we  Anglers  pity  them  perfectly,  and  stand 
m  no  need  to  borrow  their  thought  to  think  ourselves  so  happy. 
No,  no,  sir,  we  enjoy  a  contentedness  above  the  reach   of  such 

dispositions,  and  as  the  learned  and  ingenuous  Montaigne  says like 

himself,  freely,  "When  my  cat  and  I  entertain  each  other  with 
mutual  apish  tricks,  as  playing  with  a  garter,  who  knows  but  that  I 
make  my  cat  more  sport  than  she  makes  me  ?  Shall  I  conclude  her 
to  be  simple,  that  has  her  time  to  begin  or  refuse  to  play  as  freely  as 
I  myself  have .?  Nay,  who  know  but  that  it  is  a  defect  of  my  not 
understanding  her  language  (for  doubtless  cats  talk  and  reason  with 
one  another),  that  we  agree  no  better .?  And  who  knows  but  that 
she  pities  me  for  being  no  wiser  than  to  play  with  her,  and  laughs 
and  censures  my  folly  for  making  sport  for  her,  when  we  two  play 
together .'' " 

Thus  freely  speaks  Montaigne  concerning  cats;  and  I  hope  I 
may  take  as  great  a  liberty  to  blame  any  man,  and  laugh  at  him  too, 
let  him  be  never  so  grave,  that  hath  not  heard  what  Anglers  can  say 
in  the  justification  of  their  art  and  recreation;  which  I  may  again 
tell  you  is  so  full  of  pleasure,  that  we  need  not  borrow  their  thoughts 
to  make  ourselves  happy. 
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Ven.  Sir,  you  have  almost  amazed  me  :  for  though  I  am  no 
scofFer,  yet  I  have  (I  pray  let  me  speak  it  without  oflence)  always 
looked  upon  Anglers  as  more  patient  and  more  simple  men,  than  ! 
fear  I  shall  find  you  to  be. 

Pisc.  Sir,  I  hope  you  will  not  judge  my  earnestness  to  be  im- 
patience :  and  for  my  simplicity,  if  by  that  you  mean  a  harmlessnrss, 
or  that  simplicity  which  was  usually  found  in  the  primitive  Christians, 
who  were,  as  most  Anglers  are,  quiet  men,  and  followers  of  peace  ; 
men  that  were  so  simply  wise,  as  not  to  sell  their  consciences  to  buy 
riches,  and  with  them  vexation  and  a  fear  to  die  ;  if  you  mean  such 
simple  men  as  lived  in  those  times  when  there  were  fewer  lawyers, 
when  men  might  have  had  a  lordship  safely  conveyed  to  them  in  a 
piece  of  parchment  no  bigger  than  your  hand,  though  several  sheets 
will  not  do  it  safely  in  this  wiser  age  :  I  say,  sir,  if  you  take  us 
Anglers  to  be  such  simple  men  as  I  have  spoken  of,  then  myself  and 
those  of  my  profession  will  be  glad  to  be  so  understood  :  but  if  by 
simplicity  you  meant  to  express  a  general  defect  in  those  that 
profess  and  practise  the  excellent  art  of  angling,  I  hope  in  time  to 
disabuse  you,  and  make  the  contrary  appear  so  evidently,  that,  if  you 
will  but  have  patience  to  hear  me,  I  shall  remove  all  the  anticipations 
that  discourse,  or  time,  or  prejudice,  have  possessed  you  with  a/ainst 
that  laudable  and  ancient  art ;  for  I  know  it  worthy  the  knowledge 
and  practice  of  a  wise  man. 

But,  gentlemen,  though  I  be  able  to  do  this,  I  am  not  so  unman- 
nerly as  to  engross  all  the  discourse  to  myself;  and,  therefore,  you 
two  having  declared  yourselves,  the  one  to  be  a  lover  of  hawks,  the 
other  of  hounds,  I  shall  be  most  glad  to  hear  what  you  can  say  in 
the  commendation  of  that  recreation  which  each  of  you  love  and 
practise ;  and  having  heard  what  you  can  say,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
exercise  your  attention  with  what  I  can  say  concerning  my  own 
recreation  and  art  of  angling,  and  by  this  means  we  shall  make  the 
way  to  seem  the  shorter  ;  and  if  you  like  my  motion,  I  would  have 
Mr.  Falconer  to  begin. 

Auc.  Your  motion  is  consented  to  with  all  my  heart ;  and  to 
testify  it,  I  will  begin  as  you  have  desired  me. 

And  first,  for  the  element  that  I  use  to  trade  in,  which  is  the  air, 
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an  element  of  more  worth  than  weight,  an  element  that  doubtless 
exceeds  both  the  earth  and  water ;  tor  though  I  sometimes  deal  m 
both,  yet  the  air  is  most  properly  mine,  I  and  my  hn.wks  use  that 
most,  and  it  yields  us  most  recreation :  it  stops  not  the  high  soanng 
of  my  noble,  generous  falcon  ;  in  it  she  ascends  to  such  a  heigh;  as 
the  dull  eyes  of  beasts  and  fish  are  not  able  to  reach  to;  their  bodies 
arc  too  gross  for  such  hich  elevations :  in  the  air  my  troops  of 
hawks  soar  up  on  high,  and  when  they  are  lost  ir  the  sight  of  men, 
then  they  attend  upon  and  converse  with  the  gods ;  therefore  I  think 
my  eagle  is  so  justly  styled  ''Jove's  servant  in  ordinary  ;"  and  that 
very  falcon  that  I  am  now  going  to  see,  deserves  no  meaner  title,  for 
she  usually  in  her  flight  endangers  herself,  like  the  son  of  Dxdalus, 
to  have  her  wings  scorched  by  the  sun's  heat,  she  flies  so  near  it ; 
but  her  mettle  makes  her  careless  of  danger ;  for  then  she  heeds 
nothing,  but  makes  her  nimble  pinions  cut  the  fluid  air,  and  so 
makes  her  highway  over  the  steepest  mountams  and  deepest  rivers, 
and  in  her  glr-ious  career  looks  with  contempt  upon  those  high 
steeples  and  mi  nificent  palaces  which  we  adore  and  wonder  at ; 
from  which  height  I  can  make  her  to  descend  by  a  word  from  my 
mouth  (which  she  both  knows  and  obeys),  to  accept  of  meat  from 
my  hand,  to  own  me  for  her  master,  to  go  home  with  me,  and  be 
willing  the  next  day  to  afl^ord  me  the  like  recreation. 

And  :  j.-e :  this  element  of  air  which  I  profess  to  trade  in,  the 
worth  .  t  is  such,  and  it  is  of  such  necessity,  that  no  creature  what- 
soever ).(t  only  those  numerous  creatures  that  feed  on  the  face  of 
the  can.i,  but  those  various  creatures  that  have  their  dwelling  within 
the  waters,  every  creature  that  hath  life  in  its  nostrils,  stands  in  need 
of  my  element.  The  waters  cannot  preserve  the  fish  without  air, 
witness  the  not  breaking  of  ice  in  an  extreme  frost :  the  reason  is, 
for  that  if  the  inspiring  and  expiring  organ  of  an  animal  be  stopped, 
it  suddenly  yields  to  nature,  and  dies.  Thus  necessary  is  air  to  the 
existen.;e  both  of  fish  and  beasts,  nay,  even  to  man  himself ;  the  air 
or  breath  of  life  with  which  God  at  first  inspired  mankind,  he,  if  he 
wants  it,  dies  presently,  becomes  a  sad  object  to  all  that  loved  and 
beheld  him,  and  in  an  instant  turns  to  putrefaction. 

Nay  more,  the  very  birds  of  the  air  (those  that  be  not  hawks)  are 
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both  so  many  and  so  useful  and  pleasant  to  mankind,  that  I  must 
not  let  them  pass  without  some  observations.  They  both  feed  and 
refresh  him-feed  h.m  with  their  ch-.ice  b<xlics.and  refresh  him  with 
their  heavenly  voices.  I  will  not  undertake  to  mention  the  several 
kinds  of  fowl  by  which  this  is  done  ;  and  his  curious  palate  pleased 
by  day,  and  which  with  their  very  excrements  afford  him  a  soft 
^ging  at  night.  These  I  will  pass  by  ;  but  not  those  little  nimble 
musicians  of  the  air,  that  warble  forth  their  curious  ditties  with 
which  nature  hath  furnished  them  to  the  shame  of  art. 

As,  first,  the  lark,  when  she  means  to  rejoice,  to  cheer  herself  and 
those  that  hear  her;  she  then  quits  the  earth,  and  sings  as  she 
ascend,  higher  into  the  air,  and  having  ended  her  heavenly  employ- 
ment, grows  then  mute  and  sad.  to  think  shr  must  descend  to  the 
dull  earth,  which  she  vnuld  not  touch,  but  for  necessity 

How  do  the  blackbird  and  thrassel,  with  their  melodious  voices, 
bid  welcome  to  the  cheerful  spring,  and  in  their  fixed  months  warble 
lorth  such  ditties  as  no  art  or  instrument  can  reach  to  > 

Nay,  the  smaller  birds  also  do  the  like  in  their  particular  seasons, 
as,  namely  the  leverock.  the  titlark,  the  little  linnet,  and  the  honesi 
robin,  that  loves  mankind  both  alive  and  dead. 

But  the  nightingale  (another  of  my  airy  creatures)  breathes  such 
sweet  loud  music  out  of  her  little  instrumental  throat,  that  it  might 
make  mankind  to  think  miracles  are  not  ceased.  He  that  at  mid- 
night, when  the  very  labourer  sleeps  securely,  should  hear,  as  I  have 
very  often,  the  clear  airs  the  sweet  descants,  the  natural  rising  and 
falling,  the  doubling  and  redoubling  of  her  voice,  might  well  be 
lifted  above  earth,  and  say,  "Lord,  what  music  hast  Thou  pro- 
mu!ic  onMnhT'*"^'  '"  ^^^^""^  ^^^"^  '^^°"  affordest  bad  men  such 
And  this  makes  me  the  less  to  wonder  at  the  many  aviaries  in 
Italy,  or  at  the  great  charge  of  Varro  his  aviary,  the  ruins  of  which 
are  yet  to  be  seen  in  Rome,  and  is  still  so  famous  there,  that  it  is 
reckoned  for  one  of  those  notables  which  men  of  foreign  nations  either 
record,  or  lay  up  m  their  memories,  when  they  return  from  travel. 
\J  -A  Ia""^  ''\  ?f  pleasure,  of  which  very  much  more  might 
be  said.     My  next  shall  be  of  birds  of  political  use.     I  think  ^tis 
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not  to  be  doubted  that  swallows  have  been  taught  to  carry  letters 
betwixt  two  armies.  But  'tis  certain,  that  when  the  Turks  besieged 
Malta  or  Rhodes  (I  now  remember  not  which  'twas),  nic^^o*"  are 
then  related  to  carry  and  recarry  letters.  And  Mr.  G.  Sanuys, 
in  his  Trave/s  (fol.  269)  relates  it  to  be  done  betwixt  Aleppo  and 
Babylon.  But  if  that  be  disbelieved,  'tis  not  to  be  doubted  that  the 
dove  was  sent  out  of  the  ark  by  Noah,  to  give  him  notice  of  land, 
when  to  him  all  appeared  to  be  sea  ;  and  the  dove  proved  a  faithful 
and  comfortable  messenger.  And  for  the  sacrifices  of  the  law,  a  pair 
of  turtle-doves  or  young  pigeons  were  as  well  accepted  as  costlv 
bulls  and  rams.  And  when  God  would  feed  the  prophet  Elijah 
(i  Kings,  xvii.)  after  a  kind  of  miraculous  manner,  he  did  it  by 
ravens,  who  brought  him  meat  morning  and  evening.  Lastly,  the 
Holy  Ghost,  when  He  descended  visibly  upon  our  Saviour,  did  it 
by  assuming  the  shape  of  a  dove.  And  to  conclude  this  part  of  my 
discourse,  pray  remember  these  wonders  were  done  by  birds  of  the 
air,  the  element  in  which  they  and  I  take  so  much  pleasure. 
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There  .s  also  a  little  contem;  nblc  winged  creature  (an  inhabitant 
of  my  aerial  clement),  namely,  the  laborious  bee,  of  whose  prudence 
policy,  and  reeular  government  of  their  own  commonwialth  \ 
mi^ht  say  much,  as  also  of  their  several  kinds,  and  how  useful 
their  honey  and  wax  are  both  for  meat  and  medicines  to  man- 
kind ;  but  I  will  leave  them  to  their  sweet  labour,  without  the 
least  disturbance,  believing  them  to  be  all  very  busy  at  this  very 
time  amongst  the  herbs  and  flowers  that  we  see  nature  puts  forth 
this  May  morning. 

And  now  to  return  to  my  hawks,  from  whom  I  have  made  too 
long  a  digression  ;  you  are  to  note,  that  they  are  usually  dis- 
tinguished into  two  kinds  ;  namely,  the  long-winged  and  the  short- 
winged  hawk  :  of  the  first  kind,  there  be  chiefly  in  use  amongst  us 
in  this  nation,  " 

The  Gerfalcon  and  Jerkin^ 

The  Falcon  and  Tastel-gtntely 

The  Laner  and  Lanaret, 

The  Bockerel  and  Bocieret, 

The  Saker  and  Sacaret^ 

The  Merlin  and  Jack  Merlin^ 

The  Hobby  and  Jack  : 

There  is  the  Sulletta  of  Spain, 

The  hhod-red  R-fk  from   Turkey. 

The  IVaikite  from  Viiginia: 

And  there  is  of  short-winged  hawks. 

The  Eagle  and  Iron, 

The  Qoshawk  and  Tarcel, 

The  Sparhawk  and  Musket, 

The  French  Pye,  of  two  sorts. 

These  are  reckoned  hawks  of  note  and  worth  ;  but  we  have  also 
hawks  of  an  inferior  rank, 

The  Stanyel,  the  Ringtail, 

The  Raven,  the  Buzzard, 

The  Forked  Kite,  the  Bald  Buzzard, 

The  Hen-driver,  and  others  that  I  forbear  to  name. 
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Gentlemen,  if  I  should  enlarge  my  discourse  to  the  observation  of 
the  etries,   the  brancher,  the  ramish  hawk,  the  haggard,  and   the 
two  sorts  of  lentners,  ad  then  treat  of  their  several  ayries    their 
mewmgs  rare  order   >r  .as.ino^.  and  the  renovation  of  their  feathers  • 
the.r  reclaimmg,  di  tinp,  and  thei  come  to  their  rare  stories  of 
practice  ;  I  say,  if  I  -  .io  :id  enter  irto  these,  and  many  other  observa- 
tions  that  I  could  me  K-.  .>  v/ouid  b.-  much,  very  much  pleasure  to  me  • 
but  lest  I  should  break  the  ruleo  of  civility  to  you,  by  taking  up 
more  than  the  proportion  of  time  allotted  to  me,  I  will  here  break 
off,  and  entreat  you,  Mr,  Venator,  to  say  what  you  are  able  in  the 
commendation  of  hunting,  to  which  you  are  so  much  afFected  ;  and 
if  time  will  serve,  I  will  Beg  your  favour  for  a  further  enlargement 
of  some  of  those  several  heads  of  which  I  have  spoken.     But  no 
more  at  present.  ^ 

Ven.  Well,  sir,  and  I  wiil  now  take  my  turn,  and  will  first  beein 
with  a  commendation  of  the  Earth,  as  you  have  done  most  excellently 
of  the  Air :  the  earth  being  that  element  upon  which  I  drive  mv 
pleasant,  wholesome,  hungry  trade.     The  earth  is  a   solid,  settled 
element :  an  element  most  universally  beneficial  both  to  man  and 
beast :  to  men  who  have  their  several  recreations  upon  it,  as  horse- 
races, hunting,  sweet  smells,  pleasant  walks  :  the  earth  feeds  man 
and   all   those   several  beasts  that  both  feed  him  and  afFord  him 
recreation.     What   pleasure  doth  man  take  in  hunting  the  stately 
stag,  the  generous  buck,  the  wild  boar,  the  cunning  otter,  the  crafty 
fox,  and  the  fearful  hare  >    And  if  I  may  descend  to  a  lower  game 
what  pleasure  is  it  sometimes  with  gins  to  betray  the  very  vermin  of 
the  earth.?  as,  namely,  the  fitchet,  the  fulimart,  the  ferret,  the  pole- 
cat, the  mould-warp,  and  the  like  creatures  that  live  upon  the  face 
and  within  the  bowels  of  the  earth.     How  doth  the  earth  bring 
forth  herbs,  flowers,  and  fruits,  both  for  physic  and  the  pleasure  of 
mankind!  and  above  all,  to  me  at  least,  the  fruitful  vine,  of  which 
when  I  drink  moderately,  it  clears  my  brain,  cheers  my  heart,  and 
sharpens  my  wit.     How  could  Cleopatra  have  feasted  Mark  Antony 
with  eight  wild  boars  roajted  whole  at  one  supper,  and  other  meat 
suitable,  if  the  earth  had  not  been  a  bountiful  mother  ?     But  to  pass 
by  the  mighty  elephant,  which  the  earth  breeds  and  nourisheth,  and 
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descend  to  the  least  of  creatures,  how  doth  the  earth  afFord  us  a 

doctrinal  example  m  the  little  pismire,  who  in  the  summer  provides 

and  lays  up  her  winter  provision,  and  teaches  man  to  do  the  like  '  The 

earth  feeds  and  carries  those  horses  that  carry  us.     If  I  would  be 

prodigal  of  my  time  and  your  patience,  what  might  not  I  say  in 

commendations  of  the  earth  ?    that  puts  limits  to  the  proud  and 

raging  sea  and  by  that  means  preserves  both  man  and  beast,  that  it 

destroys  them  not,  as  we  see  it  daily  doth  those  that  venture  upon 

the    sea    and    are   there   shipwrecked,  drowned,    and    left    to   feed 

haddocks  ;  when  we  that  are  so  wise  as  to  keep  ourselves  on  the 

earth  walk,  and  talk  and  live,  and  eat,  and  drink;  and  go  a-hunting- 

of  which  recreation  I  will  say  a  little,  and  then  leave  Mr.  Piscator  Fo 

the  commendation  of  angling. 

Hunting  is  a  game  for  princes  and  noble  persons ;  it  hath  been 
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highly  prized  in  all  ages ;  it  was  one  of  the  qualifications  that 
Xenophon  bestowed  on  his  Cyrus,  that  he  was  a  hunter  of  wild 
beasts.  Hunting  trains  up  the  younger  nobility  to  the  use  of  manlv 
exercises  in  their  riper  age.  What  more  manly  exercise  than  hunting 
ne  wild  boar,  the  stag,  the  buck,  the  fox,  or  the  hare  >.  How  doth 
It  preserve  health,  and  increase  strength  and  activity  ! 

And  for  the  dogs  that  we  use,  who  can  commend  their  excellency 
to  that  height  which  they  deserve  >  How  perfect  is  the  hound  at 
smelling,  who  never  leaves  or  forsakes  his  first  scent,  but  follows  it 
through  so  many  changes  and  varieties  of  other  scents,  even  over  and 
in  the  water,  and  into  the  earth  !  What  music  doth  ?  pack  of  docs 
then  make  to  any  man,  whose  heart  and  ears  are  so  happy  as  to  be 
set  to  the  tune  of  such  instruments  !  How  will  a  right  greyhound 
fix  his  eye  on  the  best  buck  in  a  herd,  single  him  out,  and  follow 
him,  and  him  only,  through  a  whole  herd  of  rascal  game,  and  still 
know  and  then  kill  him  !  For  my  hounds,  I  know  the  language  of 
them,  and  they  know  the  language  and  meaning  of  one  another  as  per- 
tectly  as  we  know  the  voices  of  those  with  whom  we  discourse  daily 

I  might  enlarge  myself  in  the  commendation  of  hunting,  and  of 
the  noble  hound  especially,  as  also  of  the  docibleness  of  dogs  in 
general  ;  and  I  might  make  many  observations  of  land  creatures,  that 
tor  composition,  oH-. .  figure,  and  constitution,  approach  nearest  to 
the  completeness  ■■  nderstanding  of  man  ;  especially  of  those 
creatures  which  N  the  law  permitted  to  the  Jews,  which  have 

cloven  hoofs  and  .new  the  cud  ;  which  I  shall  forbear  to  name 
because  I  will  not  be  so  uncivil  to  Mr.  Piscator,  as  not  to  allow  him' 
a  time  for  the  commendation  of  angling,  which  he  calls  an  art ;  but 
doubtless  tis  an  easy  one  ;  and,  Mr.  Auceps,  I  doubt  we  shall  hear 
a  watery  discourse  of  it,  but  I  hope  't  will  not  be  a  long  one. 
Auc.  And  I  hope  so  too,  though  I  fear  it  will. 
Pisc.  Gentlemen,  let  noi  prejudice  prepossess  you.  I  confess  my 
discourse  is  like  to  prove  suitable  to  my  recreation,  calm  and  quiet  • 
we  seldom  take  the  name  of  God  into  our  mouths  but  it  is  either  to 
praise  Him  or  pray  to  Him  ;  if  others  use  it  vainly  in  the  midst  of 
their  recreations,  so  vainly  as  if  they  meant  to  conjure,  I  must  tell 
you  it  is  neither  our  fault  nor  our  custom  ;  we  protest  against  it. 
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But  pray  remember  I  accuse  nobody ;  for  as  I  would  not  make  a 

"  watery  discourse,"  so  I  would  not  put  too  much  vinegar  into  it,  nor 

would  I  raise  the  reputation  of  my  own  art  by  the  dimmution  or  ruin 

of  another's.     And  so  much  for  the  prologue  to  what  I  mean  to  say. 

And  now  for  the  water,  the  element  that  I  trade  in.     The  water 

is  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  creation,  the  element  upon  which  the 

Spirit  of  God  did  first  move,  the  element  which  God  commanded  to 

bring  forth  living  creatures  abundantly ;  and  without  which,  those 

that  inhabit  the  land,  even  all  creatures  that  have  breath  in  their 

nostrils,  must  suddenly  return  to  putrefaction.     Moses,  the  great 

lawgiver,  and  chief  philosopher,  skilled  in  all  the  learning  of  the 

Egyptians,  who  was  called  the  friend  of  God,  and  knew  the  mind  of 

the  Almighty,  names  this  element  the  first  in  the  creation  :    this 

is  the  element  upon  which  the  Spirit  of  God  did  first  move,  and  is 

the  chief  ingredient  in  the  creation  :  many  philosophers  have  made 

it  to  comprehend  all  the  other  elements,  and  most  allow  it  the 

chiefest  in  the  mixtion  of  all  living  creatures. 

There  be  that  profess  to  believe  that  all  bodies  are  made  of  water, 
and  may  be  reduced  back  again  to  water  only  :  they  endeavour  to 
demonstrate  it  thus : 

Take  a  willow  (or  any  like  speedy  growing  plant)  newly  rooted  in 
a  box  or  barrel  full  of  earth,  weigh  them  all  together  exactly  when 
the  tree  begins  to  grow,  and  then  weigh  all  together  after  the  tree  is 
increased  from  its  first  rooting,  to  weigh  a  hundrd  pound  weight 
more  than  when  it  was  first  rooted  and  weighed  ;  and  you  shall  find 
this  augment  of  the  tree  to  be  without  the  diminution  of  one  drachm 
weight  of  the  earth.  Hence  they  infer  this  increase  of  wood  to  be 
from  water  of  rain,  or  from  dew,  and  not  to  be  from  any  other 
element.  And  they  affirm  they  can  reduce  this  wood  back  again  to 
water  ;  and  they  affirm  also  the  same  may  be  done  in  any  animal  or 
vegetable.  And  this  I  take  to  be  a  fair  testimony  of  the  excellency 
of  my  element  of  water. 

The  water  is  more  productive  than  the  earth.  Nay,  the  earth 
hath  no  fruitfulness  without  showers  or  dews  ;  for  all  the  herbs  and 
flowers  and  fruit  are  produced,  and  thrive  by  the  water ;  and  the 
very  minerals  are  fed  by  streams  that  run  under  ground,  whose 
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natural  course  carries  them  to  the  tops  of 
many  high  mountains,  as  we  see  by  several 
springs  breaking  forth  on  the  tops  of  the 
highest  hills ;  and  this  is  also  witnessed 
by  the  daily  trial  and  testimony  of  several 
miners. 

Nay,  the  increase  of  those  creatures 
that  are  bred  and  fed  in  the  water  is  not 
only  more  and  more  miraculous,  but  more 
advantageous  to  man,  not  only  for  the 
lengthening  of  his  life,  but  for  preventing 
of  sickness,  for  it  is  observed  by  the  most 
learned  physicians,  that  the  casting  off  of 
Lent  und  other  fish  days  (which  hath  not 
only  given  the  lie  to  so  many  learned, 
piois,  wise found?-s  of  colleges,  for  which 
we  should  be  ashamed)  hath  doubtless  been 
the  chief  cause  of  those  many  putrid, 
shaking,  intermitting  agues,  unto  which 
this  nation  of  ours  is  now  more  subject 
than  those  wiser  countries  that  feed  on 
herbs,  salads,  and  plenty  offish  ;  of  which 
it  is  observed  in  story,  that  the  greatest 

Eart  of  the  world  now  do.  And  it  may 
e  fit  to  remember  that  Moses  (Lev.  xi.  9, 
Deut.  xiv.  9)  appointed  fish  to  be  the 
chief  diet  for  the  best  commonwealth  that 
ever  yet  was. 

And  it  is  observable,  not  only  that  there 
are  fish,  as,  namely,  the  whale,  three  times 
as  big  as  the  mighty  elephant,  that  is  so 
fierce  in  battle,  but  that  the  mightiesc 
feasts  have  been  of  fish.  The  Romans  in 
the  height  of  their  glory  have  made  fish 
the  mistress  of  all  their  entertainments  ; 
they  have  had  music  to  usher  in   their 
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sturgeons  lampreys,  and  mullets,  which  they  would  purchase  at  rates 
rather  to  be  wondered  at  than  believed.     He  that  shaU  view  the 

trs'"afrof^h""'"kT  "^r  "/y  ^  confirmed  and  ilrd  o 
th,s.  and  of  the  incr.d.ble  value  of  their  fish  and  fish-ponds. 

easU^dfin  tr/nVl  ^^^^^'^r  '°''  '"y^^'^'  ^h'^h  I  confess  I  may 
^}l  /    T  T  .  P^''°^0Phic^'  d'scourse  ;  I  met  with  most  of  it  very 
lately  (and  I  hope  happily)  in  a  conference  with  a  most  learned 
phys,c.an.  Dr.  Wharton,  a  dear  friend,  that  loves  both  me  and  my 
art  of  anghng.      But    however,  I   will   wade   no  deeper  in   thS 
mysterious  arguments,  but  pass  to  such  observations  as  I  can  man41 
Z\Ti"  P'rT-  '"^  ^'''J'^'  oir^nn^ng  into  error.     ButTmS 
Xa'ntagr''  '"'^  "''"^'  '^  "'°"  '^^P  "^  ^^^  -  -"X  ^-"n 
And  first,  to  pass  by  the  miraculous  cures  of  our  known  baths 
how  advantageous  ,s  the  sea  for  our  daily  traffic,  withou^  which  we 
could  not  now  subsist !     How  does  it  not  only  fi^rnish  us  with  fo^d 
and  physic  for  the  bodies,  but  with  such  ob  Jvations  fo   The  mind 
as  ingenious  persons  would  not  want  ' 

Kow  ignorant  had  we  been  of  the  beauty  of  Florence    of  the 

anrnrR;rL"'  ""'"  ^'^^  y^-!.™"  '"  -d  "-  -°o  oM 
ana  new  Home  (so  many  as  it  is  said  will  take  up  a  year's  time  to 

a  father  fS'  t'  ''  "°'  ?  be  wondered  at  that  so  learned  and  d^^ 
Ja.\.       u  J^!;T''..*^^"  ^'^  ^'sh  to  have  seen  Christ  in  the  flesh 
and  to  have  heard  St.  Paul  preach,  makes  his  third  wish,  to  have  S 
Rome  ,n  her  glory ;  and  that  glory  is  not  yet  all  lost  for  X 
pleasure  ,s  ,t  to  see  the  monuments  of  Livy,  the  choTces    of  th' 
historians  ;  of  Tully  the  best  of  orators  ;  anJ  to  se    ^  L^e 
hat  now  grow  out  of  the  very  tomb  of  Virgil  !     These  to  anv  th!t 
love    earning,  must  be  pleasing.     But  what^pleasureTs  t^   o  a  devou 
Chnstian  to  see  there  the  humble  house  in  which  St.  Paul  w^s  content 
to  dwell,  and  to  view  the  many  rich  statues  that  are  made  fn  honour 
of  his  memory  !  nay  to  see  the  very  place  in  which  St.  Peter  and  he 
he  buried  together !     These  are  in  and  near  to  Rome.     And  how 
much  more  doth  it  please  the  pious  curiosity  of  a  Christian  to  Z 
that  place  on  which  the  blessed  Saviour  of  the  world  was  pTea^d  To 
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humble  himself,  and  to  take  our  nature  upon  him,  and  to  converse 
with  men :  to  see  Mount  Zion,  Jerusalem,  and  the  very  sepulchre  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  ?  How  may  it  beget  and  heighten  the  zeal  of  a 
Christian  to  see  the  devotions  that  are  daily  paid  to  him  at  that  pLce! 
Gentlemen,  lest  I  forget  myself  I  will  stop  here  and  remember  yo-i, 
that  but  for  my  viement  of  water,  the  inhabitants  of  this  poor  isla.id 
must  remain  ignorant  that  such  things  ever  were,  or  that  any  of  them 
have  yet  a  being. 

Gentlemen,  I  might  both  enlarge  and  lose  myself  in  such-like 
arguments ;  I  might  tell  you  that  Almighty  God  i".  said  to  have 
spoken  to  a  fish  but  never  to  a  beast ;  that  he  hath  made  a  whale  a 
ship  to  carry,  and  set  his  prophet  Jonah  safe  on  the  appointed  shore. 
Of  these  I  might  speak,  but  I  must  in  manners  break  ofF,  for  I  see 
Theobald's  house.  I  cry  your  mercy  for  being  so  long,  and  thank 
you  for  your  patience. 

Auc.  Sir,  my  pardon  is  easily  granted  you :  I  except  against 
nothing  that  you  have  said  ;  nevertheless  I  must  part  with  you  at  this 
park  wall,  for  which  I  am  very  sorry ;  but  I  assure  you,  Mr.  Piscator, 
I  now  part  with  you  full  of  good  thoughts,  not  only  of  yourself,  but 
your  recreation.     And  so,  gentlemen,  God  keep  you  both. 

Pisc.  Well  now,  Mr.  Venator,  you  shall  neither  want  time 
nor  my  attention  to  hear  you  enlarge  your  discourse  concerning 
hunting. 

Ven.  Not  I,  sir :  i  remember  you  said  that  angling  itself  was 
of  great  antiquity  and  a  perfect  art,  and  an  art  not  easily  attained 
to ;  and  you  have  so  won  upon  me  in  your  former  discourse,  that 
I  am  very  desirous  to  hear  what  you  can  say  farther  concerning 
those  particulars. 

Pisc.  Sir,  I  did  say  50  :  and  I  doubt  not  but  if  you  and  I 
did  converse  together  but  a  few  hours,  to  leave  you  possessed  with 
the  same  high  and  happy  thoughts  that  now  possess  me  of  it ;  not 
only  of  the  antiquity  of  angling,  but  that  it  deserves  commendations ; 
and  that  it  is  an  art,  and  an  art  worthy  the  knowledge  and  practice 
of  a  wise  man. 

Ven.  Pray,  sir,  speak  of  them  what  you  think  fit,  for  we  have 
yet  five  miles  to  the  Thatched  House  ;  during  which  walk  I  dare 
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promise  you  my  patience  and  diligent  attention  shall  not  be  wanting. 
And  if  you  shall  make  that  to  appear  which  you  have  undertaken 
— first  that  it  is  an  art,  and  an  art  worth  the  learning,  I  shall 
beg  that  I  may  attend  you  a  day  or  two  a-fishing,  and  that  I 
may  become  your  scholar  and  be  instructed  in  the  art  itself  which 
you  so  much  magnify. 

Pisc.  O  sir,  doubt  not  that  angling  is  ,m  art.  Is  it  not  an 
art  to  deceive  a  trout  with  an  artificial  fly  ?  a  trout !  that  is 
more  sharp-sighted  than  any  hawk  you  have  named,  and  more 
watchful  and  timorous  than  your  high-mettled  merlin  is  bold ; 
and  yet  I  doubt  not  to  catch  a  brace  or  two  to-morrow  for  a  friend's 
breakfast :  doubt  not,  therefore,  sir,  but  that  angling  is  an  art,  and 
an  art  worth  your  learnine.  The  question  is  rather,  whether  you 
be  capable  of  learning  it?  for  angling  is  somewhat  like  poetry, 
men  are  to  be  born  so :  I  mean,  with  inclinations  to  it,  though 
both  may  be  heightened  by  discourse  and  practice :  but  he  that 
hopes  to  be  a  good  angler,  must  not  only  bring  an  inquiring, 
searching,  observing  wit,  but  he  must  bring  a  large  measure  of 
hope  and  patience,  and  a  love  and  propensity  to  the  art  itself; 
but  having  once  got  and  practised  it,  then  doubt  not  but  angling 
will  prove  to  be  so  pleasant,  that  it  will  prove  to  be  like  virtue, 
a  reward  to  itself 

Ven.  Sir,  I  am  now  become  so  full  of  expectation,  that  I  long 
much  to  have  you  proceed  ;  and  in  the  order  you  propose. 

Pisc.  Then  first,  for  the  antiquity  of  angling,  of  which  I  shall 
not  say  much,  but  only  this :  some  say  it  is  as  ancient  as 
Deucalion's  flood  ;  others,  that  Belus,  who  was  the  first  inventor 
of  godly  and  virtuous  recreations,  was  the  first  inventor  of  angling  ; 
and  some  others  say  (for  former  times  have  had  their  disquisitions 
about  the  antiquity  of  it)  that  Seth,  one  of  the  sons  of  Adam,  taught 
it  to  his  sons,  and  that  by  them  it  was  derived  to  posterity  :  others 
say,  that  he  left  it  engraven  on  those  pillars  which  he  erected,  and 
trusted  to  preserve  the  knowledge  of  the  mathematics,  music,  and 
the  rest  of  that  precious  knowledge  and  those  useful  arts  which  by 
God's  appointment  or  allowance  and  his  noble  industry,  were  thereby 
preserved  from  perishing  in  Noah's  flood. 
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These,  sir,  have  been  the  opinions  of  several  men  that  have 
possibly  endeavoured  to  make  angling  more  ancient  than  is  needful, 
or  may  well  be  warranted  ;  but  for  my  part,  I  shall  content  myself 
in  telling  you,  that  angling  is  much  more  ancient  than  the  Incar- 
nation of  our  Saviour  ;  for  in  the  prophet  Amos  mention  is  made 
of  fish-hooks  :  and  ii  the  book  of  Job  (which  was  long  before  the 
days  of  Amos,  for  that  book  is  said  to  be  writ  by  Moses) 
mention  is  made  also  of  fish-hooks,  which  must  imply  anglers  in 
those  times. 

But,  my  worthy  friend,  as  I  would  rather  prove  myself  a  gentle- 
man, by  being  learned  and  humble,  valiant  and  inoffensive,  virtuous 
and  communicable,  than  by  any  fond  ostentation  of  riches  ;  or, 
wanting  those  virtues  myself,  boast  that  these  were  in  my  ancestors 
(and  yet  I  grant  that  where  a  noble  and  ancient  descent,  and  such 
merit  meet  in  any  man,  it  is  a  double  dignification  of  that  person)  ; 
so  if  this  antiquity  of  angling  (which  for  my  part  I  have  not  forced) 
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•hall,  like  an  ancient  familv    be  either  -.„  k 
to  this  virtuous  art  which  I  Arofe^  t'l  ""T  ^^  ''"  ^^n^nient 

the  gladder  that  I  made  an  accidentia        '.'"'^  ^'*^'''"'  ^  '*''''"  ^ 
it.  o?  which  I  shall  sal  no  more   h.!?  '!i"°"  "^  ^'''^  *"'''l"ify  of 

ation  which  I  thinH  deserves'         ^'°'''^'^  '°  ^''^^  J"'^^  ^^•^'"-nrf- 
aH;J;f aS^iE'^L^^Jtl^SJ^t  i;.  -dent  times  a  debate  hath 

opinion  of  L  first  •  byTyi^  that'"th'''""'''^    ^°   '"^•"^=»'"   ^^-^ 

t^h^f  gL"^^  °'  i-itatio'n"t'h?mor:  aLT^  Z  "^^'^l  T'  " 
that  God  enjoys  himself  only  bv  a  000^.^2  J  r...'^"'^  '*"^y  say 
ness.  eternity/power,  and  go^ness  Td Thf^r'^^l'  T"  '"'^"'^«- 
Rround.  many  doisteral  rJnofTrJf  ■  '"'.  i^"'^  "P°"  ^^is 
-ontemplation  befl.re  actTon  And  1  7"'"^  and  devotion,  prefer 
approve  this  opinion,  as  Z  anlar  in  t^'  ^  ^^'  ^''^'''  ""'"^  ^° 
words  of  our  Sa'viour'to  ShaTLuke  J^  IwT" '"'"  "P°"  ^''^ 

c«^f  r^rr  T^',^^  rr^^^  r  -^'^-^^^  -^^ 

experiments  in  ph  si      ,id  th.  ,.  r     ■    ^  excellent;    as   namel. 

and  prolongation^of  man-    li  e     bJl^r  f  '''  ^°^^  ^^'^  ^'^^  «- 
and  do  gocS  to  others  ether  Jn'^  which  each  man  is  enabled  to  act 

particulfr  person^   anV  hey  sav  Tn%h''/'""^'">'.  ^'^  ^°  ^^  'o 

teaches  both  art  and  virtue  aL'/  ^''.'°"  "  doctrinal,  and 

for  these,  and  oth^r  lll^e  ^  ot  ,o  HrS'^L^."'"^"  ^"^'^^^    ^"^ 

Concerning  which  two  opTnions  fel  TrK        '"  "^en^-n^PJation. 

declaring  my  own  •  and  rSt  m!l  i/  ^?''  ^°  ^'^'^  «  ^^i^d.  by 

very  worthy  friend    that  both/h        '""'""'"'^  '"  ^^^^'"?  you.  my 

properly  Jong  to  the  Lsti^^^^^^^^^^  «"^  ^^  '"ost 

art  of  aiding.  '  ''°"^'''  ingenious,  quiet,  and  harmless 

fouritt^^^'l^^irtht"-^^^  Have  observed  (and  I  have 
s  not  only  the  quiete  and  fittest  nlace^f ''"'"«  by  the  river's  side 
invite  an  angler  to  it:  and  thifs^elS^Kl^''  '=°"f?'"PJation.  but  will 
Pet.  Du  Moulin,  who  (l  hL  SsTourL  of^hffS^^^^^  '/ ''"'  ^-'^ 
observes,  that  when  gU  -ended^to^evt^t^tlt^l^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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notions  to  his  prophets,  he  then  carried  them  cither  to  the  deserts  or 
the  sea-shore,  that  having  so  separated  them  from  amidst  the  press 
of  people  and  business,  and  the  cares  of  the  world,  he  might  settle 
their  mmds  m  a  quiet  repose,  and  there  make  them  fit  for  revelation. 
And  this  seems  also  to  be  intimated  by  the  Children  of  Israel 
(Psal.  137),  who,  having  in  a  sad  condition  banished  all  mirth  and 
music  from  their  pensive  hearts,  and  having  hung  up  their  then  mute 
harps  upon  the  willow-trees  growing  by  the  rivers  of  Babylon,  sat 
down  upon  these  banks  bemoaning  the  ruins  of  Sion,  and  contem- 
plating their  own  sad  condition. 

And  an  ingenious  Spaniard  says,  that  "rivers  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  watery  element  were  made  for  wise  men  to  contemplate  and 
fools  to  pass  by  without  consideration."  And  though  I  will  not 
rank  myself  in  the  number  of  the  first,  yet  give  me  leave  to  free 
nwself  from  the  laU,  by  offering  to  you  a  short  contemplation,  first 
of  rivers  and  then  of  fish  ;  concerning  which  I  doubt  not  but  to  give 
you  many  observations  that  will  appear  very  considerable:  I  am  sure 
they  have  appeared  so  to  me,  and  made  many  an  hour  to  pass  away 
more  pleasantly,  rs  I  have  sat  quietly  on  a  flowery  bank  by  a  calm 
river,  and  contemplated  what  I  shall  now  relate  to  you. 

And  first,  concerning  rivers :  their  be  so  many  wonders  reported 
and  written  of  them,  and  of  the  several  creatures  that  be  bred  ana 
live  in  them  ;  and  those  by  authors  of  so  good  credit,  that  we  need 
not  to  deny  them  an  historical  faith. 

As  namely  of  a  river  in  Epirus,  that  puts  out  any  lighted  torch, 
and  kindles  any  torch  that  was  not  lighted.  Some  waters  being 
drank  cause  madness,  some  drunkenness,  and  some  laughter  to  death. 
The  rivet  Selarus  in  a  few  hours  turns  a  rod  or  wand  to  stone ;  and 
our  Camden  mentions  the  like  in  England,  and  the  like  in  Lochmere 
in  Ireland.  There  is  also  a  river  in  Arabia,  of  which  all  the  sheep 
that  drink  thereof  have  their  wool  turned  into  a  vermilion  colour. 
And  one  of  no  less  credit  than  Aristotle  tells  us  of  a  merry  river 
{[the  river  Elusina)  that  dances  at  the  noise  of  music,  for  with  music 
It  bubbles,  dances,  and  grows  sandy,  and  so  continues  till  the  music 
ceases,  but  then  it  presently  returns  to  its  wonted  calmness  and 
clearness.     And  Camden  tells  us  of  a  well  near  to  Kirby  in  West- 
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mile,  being  opp<«ed  by  h  I,  "nd1o^l\^'  ^''  ?^'  '^  *'*'  ^""  «^^'^"' 
and  break?  oL  again  so  f.r  off  Z  T  "u"!""^ '  '"'"'y  ""'^'='-  g^"""d. 
(as  the  Spaniards'do  of  thdr"f;el'ttVSr 
of  sheep  upon  a  bridge.  And  S  for  r  t"^  f?^ '^'^'^."  A^^''' 
patience,  one  of  no  Jess  authorlfv  rh/'  r  V^""'^^  ""f  tire  your 
tells  us  of  a  river  in  t^::ZZ^Z^^r^''''  'r^^J-. 
"^u't7' r,'^^  ^'•'' -'^  -'^  ^"  thefrtbs'aJh.  ^'^  ^"  '^^^  "^  '»>'' 

thing:  in  in^t  o^irXht'^H'"^'  ^"'^  '^"  ^-  -- 

breed  and  feed  in  them  PI  n v  .h  Z\  ^^^l  '""  ^■"'  ^^at  they 
chapter  of  his  ninth  book)  thrin!h^T'^'''c'  ^^^  ('"  '^^  '^'^d 
the  ^«/.««  or  whirlpool  is  olon^^  and  h"^^'"  ^^^  '^"^  ^'"^  ""«=d 
length  and  breadth  ^tha n  two  acre^s  of  .r  ""1  "'  '\''^^'  "^  "^"^^  i" 
two  hundred  cubits  lol  IndTh.r  '^  ^1!  •'  '"''  "'^  "ther  fish  of 
eels  of  thirty  feet  long  ^Hc  savs^h -V'M  '  7"  ^'^"S"'  ^^'^^  he 
•n  the  sea  only  when  temn-c^  •  '>'  ^^'^^'^  '"°"^t«^'-s  ^PPear 

water  falling  frLl\:r^t" it  a^'f'  "^'^""  ^^'^  ^"--'^  -'^ 
bottom  to  it  seen  on  the  vvnte^  J''  a  T  T"'"'"*'^  ^^^'  '=*y  '^^  *»>« 
of  Cadara  (an  island  nenrfhi!  T  ^  "'^.  ^'  '^y^  ^^^^  the  people 
houses  of  thoseSones  He  het?  .  '""'t  '''I  ''"'^^'-  ^^'^'^^'^ 
a  thousand  of  these  greTt"  eds  fl^H  ''  "'  "^^  ^^'^'"^  ''''^  ^om^Xxm^^ 
He  tells  us  there  that^  t  apptrs  thftTri-^'"  '."^^'•^"^'^"  together, 
come  when  called  for  bv  Ln™  k^  I  °'''  '""''"'  ^"'^  ^"' 
feed   them  ;  and  tha  '  thev  r.„  ^"^'i'^''  ''"°^'  ^"^  use  to 

shot  out  of  a   bow      and'n  ;.  h'TK^'  ''''^'  ''  ^"  ^''^^  ""  be 
dolphin,  and  other  fi'sh    as  T.,  b"    f  "  T  f^'"''^"  ^"""^"'"g  ^he 

but  tte^j  rc'tr.  ::anrcr:-^.  t'^t  °^ ''-  --'-  ^ 

at  his  house  n^ear  to  Lambeth  ner  LoL"'^""^  '"^  "methodically 
of  some  of  the  other  wonders^  iTeniionet^  ^  wrt^yruToml'^f 
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the  wonders  that  you  may  now 
see,  and  not  till  then  believe, 
unless  you  think  fit. 

You  may  see  the  hoc-fish,  the 
dog-fish, the  dolphin,  the  coney- 
fish,  the  parrot-fish,  the  shark, 
the  poison-fish,  sword-fish,  and 
not  only  other  incredible  fish, 
but  you  may  there  see  the  sala- 
mander, several  sorts  of  barna- 
cles, and  Solan  geese,   the   bird 

of  Paradise,  such  sorts  of  snakes, 

and  such  birds'-nests,  and  of  so 

various  forms,  and  so  wonder- 
fully made,  as  may  beget  wonder 

and  amusement  in  any  beholder  : 

and  so  many  hundred  of  other 

rarities  in  that  collection,  as  will 

make  the  other  wonders  I  spake 

of  the  less  incredible  ;  for  you 

may  note  that    the    waters   are 

nature's    store-house,   in    which 

she  locks  up  her  wonders. 
But,    sir,    lest  ihis   discourse 

may  seem  tedious,  I  shall  give 

it  a  sweet  conclusion  out  of  that  holy  poet  Mr.  George  Herbert  his 

divme  Contemplation  on  God's  Providence. 


JOHN  TR.7>iDESCANT 
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Lord,  who  hath  praise  enough ;    nay,  who  hath  any  ? 

None  can  express  thy  works  but  he  that  knows  them  f 
And  none  can  know  thy  works,  they  are  so  many. 

And  so  complete,  hut  only  he  that  owes  them. 

IVe  all  acknowledge  both  thy  power  and  Irve 
To  be  exact,  transcendent,  and  divine; 
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ff^/>o  dost  so  strangely  and  so  sweetly  move^ 

f^ilst  all  things  have  their  end,  yet  none  but  thine. 

IVherefore,  most  sacred  Spirit,  I  here  present. 

For  me,  and  all  my  fellows,  praise  to  thee; 
And  just  it  is  that  J  should  pay  the  rent. 

Because  the  benefit  accrues  to  me. 

tcf^'t-  Z  ^°"'^^™'"g  fish,  in  that  psalm  (Psalm  104)  wherein 
for  height  of  poetry  and  wonders,  the  prophet  David  seems' 
even  to  exceed  himself;  how  doth  he  there  express  himself  Tn 
choice  metaphors,  even  to  the  amazement  of  a  contemplatJ^rreader 
concerning  the  sea.  the  rivers,  and  the  fish  therein  contained  -And 
the  great  naturalist,  Pliny,  says,  "that  nature's  great  and  wonderful 
^rini'^T  demonstrated  in  the  sea  than  on  L  land  "  I"d  ^ 
may  appear  by  the  numerous  and  various  creatures  inhabiting  both 
m  and  about  that  element ;  as  to  the  readers  of  Gesner.  Rondeletrus. 
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Du  Bartas  (in  the  fifth  day^.  who  says  L"  '^°"**^'"P'«i°"  i"  divine 

G.^  f «/.W  ,W  the  sea,  and  in  the  rivers 
So  many  fishes  of  so  many  features, 
fhat  ,„  the  waters  we  may  see  all  creatures 
^;;"^/ I  ^f^"*  on  earth  are  to  he  found,        ' 

tor  seas  {as  well  as  skies)  have  sun,  moon    stars  ■ 
i^s  wel  as  a.r)  swallows,  rooks  and  stars 

MusZ     "'  "f  ^  "■""'  ^'-'  -''^-.  rnlons. 
Of  Z^'^f'^  -^''^^--.  -""^  -any  millions 

nlZTtr'''    ""'^  ^''^'  ''"-t  'admire 
The  mured  btshop  and  the  cowled  friar  ■  ' 

tVere  shown  the  Norway  and  Polonian  p'rirtce. 

from  -nTle"nX^:„tS;d^  ^-"^  -"«-«-« 

nor  are  the  number  nor  f h^l  ^'  *^^\y°"  "^ed  not  doubt  them  • 
or  more  fit  for  conSaSon  th°"'f  •P"^/  ^'^'''  '"ore  st^nl' 
t'ons  and  actions;  co'Sng  t^chPlhT^'  "^^"^^^'  '"^^•"- 
a  iittJe  longer.  ^  '^"'*^"  '  ^^^^^  beg  your  patient  ear 

feh  nibble  and  bi.c  ,h"^Jd  of '    .fj^.^'^'''^  '«'  <*=  ™»lle; 
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a  dead  fish's  shell,  and  like 

a  hermit  dwells  there  alone, 

i|  studying     the     wind     and 

f  weather,    and   so  turns   her 

3  shell,  that  she  makes  it  de- 

i  fend  her  from  the  injuries 

that  they  would  bring  upon 

her. 

There  is  also  a  fish  called, 
by  iEHan  (in  his  ninth  book 
of  Living    Creatures,   chap. 
1 6),  the  Adonis,  or  darling 
of  the  sea  ;  so  called  because 
it  is  a  loving  and  innocent 
fish,  a  fish  that  hurts  nothing 
that  hath  life,  and  is  at  peace 
with   all   the  numerous  in- 
habitants of  that  vast  watery 
element :  and  truly  I  think 
most  anglers  are  so  disposed 
to  most  of  mankind. 

And  there  are  also  lustful 
and  chaste  fishes,  of  which  I 
shall  give  you  examples. 

And  first  Du  Bartas  says  . 

of  a  fish  called  the  sargus ;   which  (because  none  can  express   it 
better  than  he  does)  I  shall  give  you  in  his  own  words ;  supposing 
It  shall  not  have  the  less  credit  for  being  in  verse  ;  for  he  hath 
gathered  this  and  other  observations  out  of  authors  that  have  been 
great  and  mdustrious  searchers  into  the  secrets  of  nature. 
The  adulterous  sargus  doth  not  only  change 
Halves  every  day^  in  the  deep  streams^  but^  strange^ 
As  if  the  honey  of  sea-lave  delight 
Could  not  suffice  his  raging  appetite^ 
Goes  courting  she-goats  en  the  grassy  shore, 
Horning  their  husbands  that  had  horns  hefore. 
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But,  contrary,  the  constant  cantharus 

J    ""^  ""'"""  *"  hU  faithful  spouse. 

N^T,:!  '"''"  'P''"'''i  ^''  ^Ltr'life, 
^'ver  loves  any  hut  his  awn  dear  uAfe. 

^%^^s  V'"''  i""^""'  '^^  '  ^^^^  done 

remember  yJu  wha"t  r^aL^of  t^e  do^"^.  ^°  ^^">  ^  -^^  to 
Pl-ght  their  troth,  and  marry ;  and  that'^h   ^"l'  '^'''  ^^^^  «'^«ntJy 
(as  the  Thracian  women  are  sa  d  to  HnW  **'""  ''^^  ^""-^'^or  scorns 
and  this  is  taken  for  a  tmh     and  if  ^L     °"-''^'  ^>  ^'^  ^^■'-  "^^te 
with  another,  then  not  only  the  hvin.K/rr'''^^^  ^^^^  coupJe 
he  c.  the  she)  is  denied  the^ame  Inlh       '^"  '^/'^  ^^  ''  '^'^^r  the 
.  A  ui  to  parallel  this  land  raritv  "nH  ?°"u  °^'.'^'  ^urtJe-dove. 
fuJn.3.  and  to  condemn  thoL  tS,'"^.^^^^^  T'^^'''^  "^or^  faith- 
short  of  the  moral  faith  of  fiS  Ind  foil  •      '"^T"'  ^"'^  y«  ^^^^e 
affirmed  by  St.  Paul  (Rom.  2    i7  ,  T        k"  '^^'  -^'^'^^^  *he  law 
and  wh,ch  he  says  shall  at  ?he  la'st 'dL      ^"i  ^"'  '"  *heir  hearts. 

he:t;:frci;  ^co^ru^^a^^^?^-,^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

tat,  "r-  ''  '''"  ^f-fillJeth,    ' 

Prest  to  consort  h,m  both  in  lije  and  death. 

an/C^dT^^^^^^^^^^  which  treads 

takes  no  care  to  hatch,  to  feed  or  TcV,  '^\^t'^''"^S^^  and  pigeon) 
senseless,  though  they  perish  ^'"'^  ^'^  °^"  broodf  but  is 
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And  tis  considerable  that  the  hen,  which,  because  she  also  takes 
any  cock,  expects  it  not,  who  is  sure  the  chickens  be  her  own  hath 
by  a  mora  impression  her  care  and  afFection  to  her  own  brood  more 
Srinv^t  T '  'T  *M".'^  '  ^"Sht  that  our  Saviour,  in  expressing 
t^jT  cr  l-"''^^""'J^^'^-  '^-  37).  quotes  her  for  an  example  of 
tender  affection  ;  as  his  Father  had  done  Job  for  a  pattern  of  patience. 

And  to  parallel  this  cock,  there  be  divers  fishes  that  cast  their 
spawn  on  flags  or  stones,  and  then  leave  it  uncovered  and  exposed 
^.U  Tu  %P'"'y  ^"'^.  ^devoured  by  vermin,  or  other  fishes  ;  but 
other  fishes  (as  namely  the  barbel)  take  such  care  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  their  seed,  that  unlike  to  the  cock  or  the  cuckoo  thev 
mutually  labour  both  the  spawner  and  the  melter,  to  cover  the 
spawn  with  sand,  or  watch  it,  or  hide  it  in  some  secret  place, 
unfrequented  by  vermm  or  any  fish  but  themselves. 
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Sir,  these  examples  may  to  you  and  others  seem  strange,  but  thev 
are  testified,  some  by  Aristotle,  some   by  Pliny,  some  by  Gesner! 

divers^boT^f°'^T  °^  T'^'''  ^""^  ^'^  ^^'^"^^  ^"d  known  b; 
divers  both  of  wisdom  and  experience,  to  be  a  truth  ;  and  indeed 
are  (as  I  said  at  the  beginning)  fit  for  the  contemplation  of  a  most 
serious  and  a  most  pious  man.  And  doubtless  this  made  the 
prophet  David  say,  "They  that  occupy  themselves  in  deep  waters 
see  the  wonderful  works  of  God:"  indeed  such  wonders  Tnd 
pleasures  too,  as  the  land  affords  not. 

And  that  they  be  fit  for  the  contemplation  of  the  most  prudent 
and  pious  and  peaceable  men,  seems  to  be  testified  by  the  practice  of 
Lr?^  r^'S'  ^"?  ^^o^t^niplative  men.  as  the  patriarchs  and 
prophets  of  old  ;  and  of  the  apostles  of  our  Saviour  in  our  latter 
times,  of  which  twelve,  we  are  sure  he  chose  four  that  were  simple 
tishermen  whom  he  inspired  and  sent  to  publish  his  blessed  will  to 
the  Gentiles  ;  and  inspired  them  also  with  a  power  to  speak  all 
languages,  and  by  their  powerful  eloquence  to  beget  faith  in  the 
unbelieving  Jews  ;  and  themselves  to  buffer  for  thaf  Saviour  whom 

to  nrirh  ?  ?  '"/  '^%  ^^^  ""^'^^'^  '  ^"d'  '»  ^^eir  sufferings, 
to  preach  freedom  from  the  encumbrances  of  the  law.  and  a  new 

-hVmen'  r""""^  ^'-^  ''  'u-'l^f  -'^^  employment  of  these  happy 
Jiermen.  Concerning  which  choice  some  have  made  these  obser- 
Vat  ions. 

First,  That  he  never  reproved  these  for  their  employment  or 
calling,  y  he  did  scribes  and  the  money-changers.     And  secondly, 

confrn?  ^•  ''  '^A  ^''"'  °^  '"^'^  '"^'^  ^^  ^^'^'^  ^^^^  ^^ted  for 
contemplation  and  quietness  ;  men  of  mild,  and  sweet,  and  peace- 
Sat  or'/wL''  '"k'''^  T"^'  r^^'''  ""''  ••  '^^-^  '•"-  °-  bkssed 
thl    u  ^  A    r  ''^f^r^'^  to  love  to  plant  grace  in  good  natures) 

hoSto'cdll  "'^V"^  ^  ^°°  ^'l^  ^°^  ^•'"'   y^^  ^hese  men  he 
chose  to  call  from  their  irreprovable  employment  of  fishing    and 

fn.t'th^  ''  observable  that  it  was  our  Saviour's  will  that  these  our 

of  hi/  twT"  '''""^1  ^'TL*  P"°"^y  °f  noniination  in  the  catalogue 
of  his   twelve  apostles  (Matt.    lo)  ;   as   namely,  first,   St.  Peler 
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St.  Andrew.  St.  Ja.es.  and  St.  John,  and  then  the  ret  in  their 

uptnfo  iU'rurx^h^s^r^^^^^^^^ 

only  three  to  bear  him  comDanv  »r  W  f  ^'1  ^'^'^^"^  ""^  chose 
three  were  all  fishef^n.  Tnd'^ieS,^';^"^""^' J^^'  '^''^ 
other  apostles,  after  they  betook  them  Jl  »  r  r'''*'  ^^**  *^1  «hc 
themselves  to  be  fishe  Ln to-  foTI  'i?  e  ^"^^.C'^r'  ^^^^"^ 
number  of  them  were  found  t'ogSher  ishin.  L"  'r''  '^\^'^'^^ 
R«-ct.n.  as  it  is  recorded  "^^t:  ^^^^^^'^l^^ 

takfttl£/,yt^S7art^^^  Paeicnce.  I  wili 

made  by  an  ingenious  and  Larned  ln\,K  'iT'^^"  '^"  ^^'^  »««" 
been  pleased  to^allow  those  IJom  hTk'  '^^^  ^^'^"'es  that  God  hath 
Ws  holy  will  in  holy  writ  ve^toexn?^^•'^''M^'PP°•"^*=^  ^°  ^^te 
as  their  former  a/Fections  or  or^ltT!,^-''  r'".'"  '^^^^'^  metaphors 
brings  Solomon  for  an  examnir  who  J ''^  i" '''""'^  ^^^^^  *°  ?  '•"d  he 
ably  carnally  amorouJ  ra„7lfteT  L  Gc5'       °"''^^  '•*^'"'^''- 

spiritual  dialogue,  or  holy  amoSus  I-  ^omtment.  wrote  that 
God  and  his  cLr^h  •  bSTL  t-^l!?,'  '^«  Canticles,  betwixt 
fish-pools  of  Heshbon  ^^'  ^"  ^'^^^'^  ^^^  ^X^^  like  the 

matt  prtbly 'cJ^^^^^^^^^^^^  J^^  "^  ^  ^he  cont^ry)  then  it 
the  book  of  Tob  a->H  fV.^^  I  .  ^^'  ^^^  ^  '°^d  you  before  writ 
both  angler,  tt  ycfu  shairZlUh"^  ou'  ^^°  ^^^  *  shepherdr^e 
I  think,\ut  t'wice  rntfo  ^'"  niidy"^'  IS?  m"'  ^"{fish-hooks. 
God.  and  by  the  humble  prophet^mos  ^  °''''  *^*^  ^"^"'^  °^ 

but'rrfvatn;  IS  heThat^h^lll  S?  ^°^;  ^  ^^^^  ^^^ 
style  of  that  prophet  and  comp^e  it  with^h  t'  i""!*"'^'  ^^^^^^  P'*'" 
style  of  the  prophet  Isaiah  ?Z^;u''r*V?''L^'''S^°"°"«'^Huent 
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wc  know  were  all  fishers,  with  the  glorious  language  and  high 
metaphors  of  St.  Paul,  whom  we  may  believe  was  not. 

And  for  the  lawfulness  of  fishing  :  it  may  very  well  be  maintained 
by  our  Saviour's  bidding  St.  Peter  cast  his  hook  into  the  water  and 
catch  a  fish,  for  money  to  pay  tribute  to  Cses?  -<  let  me  tell 

you  that  angling  is  of  high  esteem  and  of  much  us<  in  other  nations. 
He  that  reads  the  voyages  of  Ferdinand  Mendez  Pirto,  shall  find,  that 
there  he  declares  to  have  found  a  king  and  several  priests  a-fishing. 

And  he  that  reads  Plutarch  shall  find  that  anj  ling  was  not  con- 
temptible in  the  days  of  Mark  Anthony  and  Cleopatra,  and  that 
they,  in  the  midst  of  their  wonderful  glory,  used  angling  as  a  prin- 
cipal recreation.  And  let  me  tell  you,  that  in  the  Scripture,  angling 
IS  always  taken  in  the  best  sense,  and  that  though  hunting  may  te 
sometimes  so  taken,  yet  it  is  but  seldom  to  be  so  understood.  And 
let  me  add  this  more,  he  that  views  the  ancient  ecclesiastical  canons, 
shall  find  hunting  to  be  forbidden  to  churchmen,  as  being  a  turbu- 
lent, toilsome,  perplexing  recreation  ;  and  shall  find  angling  allowed 
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to  clergymen,  as  being  a  harmless  recreation  a  recreatinn  ♦»,,♦  •     •. 
them  to  contempIatioS  and  quietness  '     '"'"**'°"  »*>«  '"^'t" 

ou  lTafnJd*'perkinl*S:.  '"^^'^  ^^  f^"'"«  ^^^  ^'^^  commendations 
our  icarnea  rerkins  bestows  on  ane  ms  •  anH   »in«/  ^—  -  i  j 

great  a  practiser  of  it  our  learned  ttrWhitUker  was  Tln^^A 
many  others  of  great  learning  have  been.  But  I  wiU  c^n'^^t  rnvflf 
with  two  memorable  men.  tKat  lived  near  to  our^wn  d?'e  Ihn'  f 
also  take  to  have  been  ornaments  to  the  art  of  angZ.         '  "'^'"'^  ' 

of  St  Paurs'in  r'''';    ^"''i'  '°r  '"""^  ^''^  °^  ^^^  ^fthedral  Church 
am,    fk  »  •  '"  ^"^on.  where  his  monumr  .t  stands  yet  undcfaced 
a  man  that  m  the  reformation  of  Queen  Elizabeth  (not  that  of  Hen rv 

th.s  good  old  man  w'as  a  dear  lover  afd  constanrp^cttrof  andinT 

caught;  saying  often,  "that  charity  gave  Hfe  trr^i^L'-^H    \' 
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is  written,  "Th«  h-dlS.T  P  k     ?"l'  ?°"'  ^  »"''  ''^  "«"•  this 
which  he  had  b^?^„  of  i'^^tul"  °Chuth?  "^S*  V  ''■?"•  •^  of 

n.emorVof».^Vma„  ""'  '""'""  ''""•'"''  'o™  'he 

.hel'te"  p"  ri,'"o?  E?o7£.n''""  J'  i"  -d-valuer  of  ™„„ey, 
whom  ,  fa::?;,ef filS" a^d'clSv/ria W ir^E  ?  ■"""  "'^ 
ployments  in   the   service  of  this  S'n    Zl      k        """«"  ™- 

of  «^hn,  .^t.  s:LsrcoJ!:::eT„;vr  c^sL^-ritts 
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man  was  also  a  most  dear  lover,  and  a  frequent  practiscr  of  the  urt  of 
angling  ;  of  which  he  would  say,  '•  'Twas  an  employment  for  hi^  'Mk 
time,  which  was  then  not  idly  spent :  for  angling  was,  after  tedious 
study,  a  rest  to  his  mind,  a  cheercr  of  his  spirits,  a  divertcr  of  sadness, 
a  calmer  of  unquiet  thoughts,  a  moderator  of  passions,  a  procurer  of 
contentedness  :  and  that  it  hcgat  habits  of  peace  and  patience  in 
those  that  professed  and  practised  it."  Indeed,  n»y  friend,  you  will 
find  angling  to  be  like  the  virtue  of  humility,  which  has  a  calmness 
of  spirit,  and  a  world  of  other  blessings  attending  upon  it. 

Sir,  this  was  the  saying  of  that  learned  man,  and  I  do  easily 
believe,  that  peace  and  patience,  and  a  calm  content,  did  cohabit  in 
the  cheerful  heart  of  Sir  Henry  Wolt(jn  ;  because  I  know  that  when 
he  was  beyond  seventy  years  of  age,  he  m*<!e  thi  description  of  a 
part  of  the  present  pleasure  that  possessed  hmi,  as  he  sat  quietly  in  a 
summer's  evening,  on  a  bank  a-fishing.  It  is  a  description  of  the 
spring  ;  which  because  it  glided  as  soft  and  sweetiv  from  his  jien,  as 
that  nyer  docs  at  this  time,  by  which  it  was  then  made,  I  shall 
repeat  it  unto  you : — 

This  day  dame  Nature  seeni'd  in  lave; 

The  lusty  sap  began  to  move; 

Fresh  Juice  did  stir  th'  emhradng  vines ; 

And  birds  had  dravin  their  valentines. 

The  jealous  trout,  that  low  did  lie. 

Rose  at  a  well-dissembled  fly; 

There  stood  my  friend,  with  patient  skill. 

Attending  of  his  trembling  quill; 

Already  were  the  eaves  possessed 

IVith  the  swift  pilgrim's  daubed  nest; 

The  groves  already  did  rejoice 

In  PhilomeFs  triumphing  voice. 

The  showers  were  short,  the  weather  mild. 

The  morning  fresh,  the  evening  smiled. 

Joan  takes  her  neat-rubbed  pail,  and  now 
She  trips  to  milk  the  sand-red  cow; 
tVhere,  for  some  sturdy  foot-ball  swain, 
joan  strokes  a  syllahub  cr  twain. 
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The  fields  and  gardens  were  beset 
With  tulips  crocus^  violet; 
And  now,  though  late,  the  modest  rose 
Did  more  than  half  a  blush  disclose. 

Thus  all  hois  gay  and  full  of  chetr^ 
To  welcome  the  new-liveried  year. 

of'si^r'^'^""^  w  ^^""gJ^t^that  then  possessed  the  undisturbed  mind 
and   .h     ^"'^  ^?' •"•     ^'^  y°"  ^^»'-  th«  ^'^h  of  another  ang  er. 

:erit^::rDrrs:Es^':i^^^^  ''^^  ^""^^ '-  ^-  ^^^  ^" 

Let  me  live  harmlessly ;  and  near  the  brink 
Of  Trent  or  Avon  have  a  dwelling-place, 
IVhere  I  may  see  my  quill  or  cork  down  sink 

JVith  eager  bite  of  perch,  or  bleak,  or  dace; 
And  on  the  world  and  my  Creator  think: 

Whilst  some  men  strive  ill-gotten  goods  /'  embrace. 
And  others  spend  their  time  in  base  excess 
Of  wine,  or  worse,  in  war  and  wantonness. 
Let  them  that  list,  these  pastimes  still  pursue. 
And  on  such  pleasing  fancies  feed  their  fill; 
So   ^  the  fields  and  meadows  green  may  view. 

And  daily  by  fresh  rivers  walk  at  will. 
Among  the  daisies  and  the  violets  blue. 

Red  hyacinth  and  yellow  daffodil. 
Purple  narcissus  like  the  morning  rays. 
Pale  gander-grass,  and  azure  culver  key  t. 
I  count  it  higher  pleasure  to  behold 

The  stately  compass  of  the  lofty  sky ; 
And  in  the  midst  thereof  {like  burning  gold) 

The  flaming  chariot  of  the  world's  great  eye; 
The  watery  clouds  that,  in  the  air  up-roWd, 
IVith  sundry  kinds  of  painted  colours  fly'; 
And  fair  Aurora,  lifting  up  her  head. 
Still  blushing,  rise  from  old  Tithonus'  bed. 
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The  hills  and  mountains  raised  from  the  plains 

The  plains  extended  level  with  the  ground ; 
The  grounds  divided  into  sundry  veins. 

The  veins  enclosed  with  rivers  running  round; 
These  rivers  making  way  through  nature's  chains 

IVith  headlong  course  into  the  s;a  profound ; 
The  raging  sea,  beneath  the  valleys  low, 
IVhere  lakes  and  rills  and  rivulets  do  Jiow. 
The  lofty  woods,  the  forests  wide  and  long. 

Adorned  with  leaves  and  branches  fresh  and  green 
In  whose  cool  bowers  the  birds,  with  many  a  song. 

Do  welcome  with  their  choir  the  summer's  queen; 
The  meadows  fair,  where  Fiord's  gifts  among 

Are  intermixed,  with  verdant  grass  between; 
The  silver-scaled  fish  that  srftly  swim 
Within  the  sweet  brook's  crystal  watery  stream. 
All  these,  and  many  more  of  His  creation 

That  made  the  heavens,  the  angler  oft  doth  see: 
Taking  therein  no  little  delectation. 

To  think  how  strange,  how  wonderful  they  be! 
Framing  thereof  an  inward  contemplation 

To  set  his  heart  from  other  fancies  free ; 
And  whilst  he  looks  on  these  with  joyful  eye 
His  mind  is  wrapt  abcme  the  starry  sky. 

Sir,  I  am  glad  my  memory  has  not  lost  these  last  verses,  because 
they  are  somewhat  more  pleasant  and  more  suitable  to  May-day  than 
my  harsh  discourse.  And  I  am  glad  ycur  patience  ha'!,  held  out  so 
long,  as  to  hear  them  and  me  ;  for  both  together  have  brought  us 
withm  the  sight  of  the  Thatched  House  :  and  I  must  be  your  debtor 
(if  you  think  it  worth  your  attention)  for  the  rest  of  my  promised 
discourse,  till  some  other  opportunity,  and  a  like  time  of  leisure. 

Ven.  Sir,  you  have  angled  me  on  with  much  pleasure  to  the 
Thatched  House  ;  and  I  now  find  your  words  true,  "that  good  com- 
pany  makes  the  way  seem  short  ;"  for  trust  me,  sir,  I  thought  we 
had  wanted  three  miles  of  this  house,  till  you  showed  it  tomef    But 
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now  we  are  at  it,  we'll  turn  into  it,  and  refresh  ourselves  vtith  a  cup 
of  drink,  and  a  little  rest. 

Pisc.  Most  gladly,  sir,  and  we'll  drink  a  civil  cup  to  all  the 
otter-hunters  that  are  to  meet  you  to-morrow. 

Ven.  That  we  will,  sir,  and  to  all  the  lovers  of  angling,  of  which 
number  I  am  now  willing  to  be  on?  myself :  for,  by  the  help  of  your 
good  discourse  and  company,  I  have  put  on  new  thoughts  both 
of  the  art  of  angling,  and  of  all  that  profess  it ;  and  if  you  will  but 
meet  me  to-morrow,  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  and  bestow  one 
day  with  me  and  my  friends  in  hunting  the  otter,  I  will  dedicate  the 
next  two  days  to  wait  upon  you,  and  we  two  will  for  that  time  do 
nothing  but  angle,  and  talk  of  fish  and  fishing. 

Pisc.  'Tis  a  match,  sir  ;  I'll  not  fail  you,  God  willing,  to  be  at 
Amwell  Hill  to-morrow  morning  before  sun-rising, 
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CHAPTER   II 

Observations  of  the  Otter  and  Chub. 

lEN.   My  friend  Piscator,  you  have  kept  time  with 
I  my  thoughts,  for  the  sun  is  just  rising,  and   I 
myself  just    now  come   to  this  place,  and  the 
dogs  have  just  now  put  down  an  otter.     Look 
down  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill  there  in  that 
meadow,  chequered   with  water-lilies  and  lady- 
^,.        ,     ■   ,  ,     ,  T°*^''^ '    ^^""^   y°"   '"^y   see  what  work  they 
metall  {^sy.-  '"'  '  ^°"  ""''  "^  '''  ""^^^^  '"^^  ^^'  '^^^  ^^^s  an  J 
Pisc.  Sir,  I  am  right  glad  to  meet  you,  and  glad  to  have  so  fair  an 
entrance  mto  this  day's  sport,  and  glad  to  see  so  many  dogs  ^d  more 
men  all  m  pursuit  of  the  otter.     Let  us  compliment  no^Wer  but 
jom  unto   them.     Come,  honest   Venator,  lit  us  be  gon^Tet  us 
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Ven.  Gentleman-huntsman,  where  found  you  this  otter  ? 

Hunt.  Marry,  sir,  we  found  her  a  mile  from  this  place,  a-fishing. 
She  has  this  morning  eaten  the  greatest  part  of  this  trout ;  she  has 
only  left  this  much  of  it  as  you  see,  and  was  fishing  for  more  ;  when 
we  came  we  found  her  just  at  it ;  but  we  were  here  very  early,  we 
were  here  an  hour  before  sunrise,  and  have  given  her  no  rest  since 
we  came  ;  sure,  she  will  hardly  escape  all  these  dogs  and  men.  I  am 
to  have  the  skin  if  we  kill  her. 

Ven.  Why,  sir,  what  is  the  skin  worth  ? 

Hunt.  'Tis  worth  ten  shillings  to  make  gloves  ;  the  gloves  of 
an  otter  are  the  best  fortification  for  your  hands  that  can  be  thought 
on  against  wet  weather. 

Pisc.  I  pray,  honest  huntsman,  let  me  ask  you  a  pleasant 
question  :  do  you  hunt  a  beast  or  a  fish  ? 

Hunt.  Sir,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  resolve  you  ;  I  leave  it  to 
be  resolved  by  the  college  of  Carthusians,  who  have  made  their  vows 
never  to  eat  flesh.  But  I  have  heard  the  question  hath  been  debated 
among  many  great  clerks,  and  they  seem  to  difl^er  about  it ;  yet  most 
agree  that  her  tail  is  fish  ;  and  if  her  body  be  fish  too,  then  I  may 
say  that  a  fish  will  walk  upon  land  ;  for  an  otter  does  so,  sometimes, 
five  or  six  or  ten  miles  in  a  night,  to  catch  for  her  young  ones,  or  tc- 
glut  herself  with  fish.  And  I  can  tell  you  that  pigeons  will  fly  forty 
miles  for  a  breakfast ;  but,  sir,  I  am  sure  the  otter  devours  much 
fish,  and  kills  and  spoils  much  more  than  he  eats.  And  I  can  tell 
you  that  this  dog-fisher  (for  so  the  Latins  call  him)  can  smell  a  fish 
in  the  water  a  hundred  yards  from  him  :  Gesner  says  much  farther  ; 
and  that  his  stones  are  good  against  the  falling  sickness  ;  and  that 
there  is  an  herb,  benione,  which  being  hung  in  a  linen  cloth,  near  a 
fish  pond,  or  any  haunt  that  he  uses,  makes  him  to  avoid  the  place  ; 
which  proves  he  smells  both  by  water  and  land  ;  and  I  can  tell  you 
there  is  brave  hunting  this  water-dog  in  Cornwall,  where  there  have 
been  so  many,  that  our  learned  Camden  says  there  is  a  river  called 
Ottersey,  which  was  so  named  by  reason  of  the  abundance  of  otters 
that  bred  and  fed  in  it. 

And  thus  much  for  my  knowledge  of  the  otter,  which  you  may 
now  see  above  water  at  vent,  and  the  dogs  close  with  him  ;  I  now 

65 


i     )1 

I 


f: 


1  I 


'fi 


'♦ 


11      4 


<1  fte       Ware 


Statistead 
Abbots 


t'^^^' 


EHN- 


v 


The  Compleat  ^Angler 


see  he  will  not  last  long,  follow  therefore  my  masters,  follow,  for 
Sweetlips  was  like  to  have  him  at  this  last  vent. 

Ven.  Oh  me  !  all  the  horse  are  got  over  the  river,  what  shall  we 
do  now  ?     Shall  we  follow  them  over  the  water  ? 

Hunt.  No,  sir,  no,  be  not  so  eager  ;  stay  a  little  and  follow  me, 
for  both  they  and  the  dogs  will  bs  suddenly  on  this  side  again  I 
warrant  you  ;  and  the  otter  too,  it  may  be  :  now  have  at  him  w  ith 
Kilbuck,  for  he  vents  ^ain. 

Ven.  Marry  so  he  does,  for  look  he  vents  in  that  corner.  Now, 
poor  Ringwood  has  him  :  now  he's  gone  again,  and  has  bit  the  poor 
dog.  Now  Sweetlips  has  her ;  hold  her,  Sweetlips  !  now  all  the 
dogs  have  her,  some  above  and  some  under  water;  but  now, 
now  she's  tired,  and  pa-t  losing  :  come  bring  her  to  me,  Sweetlips. 
Look,  'tis  a  bitch  otter,  and  she  has  lately  whelped,  let's  go 
to  the  place  where  she  was  put  down,  and  not  far  from  it 
you  will  find  all  her  young  ones,  I  dare  warrant  you,  and  kill  them 
all  too. 

Hunt.  Come,  gentlemen,  come  all,  let's  go  to  the  place  where  we 
put  down  the  otter.  Look  you,  hereabout  it  was  that  she  kennelled ; 
look  you,  here  it  was  indeed,  for  here's  her  young  ones,  no  less  than 
five  J  come,  let's  kill  them  all. 

Pisc.  No,  I  pray,  sir,  save  me  one,  and  I'll  try  if  I  can  make 
her  tame,  as  I  know  an  ingenious  gentleman  in  Leicestershire 
(Mr.  Nicholas  Seagrave)  has  done ;  who  hath  not  only  made  her 
tame,  but  to  catch  fish,  and  do  many  other  things  of  much 
pleasure. 

Hunt.  Take  one  with  all  my  heart,  but  let  us  kill  the  rest. 
And  now  let's  go  to  an  honest  ale-^house,  where  we  may  have  a 
cup  of  good  barley-wine,  and  sing  Old  Rose,  and  all  of  us  rejoice 
together. 

Ven.  Come,  my  friend  Piscator,  let  me  invite  you  along  with 
us ;  I'll  bear  your  charges  this  night,  and  you  shall  bear  mine 
to-morrow ;  for  my  intention  is  to  accompany  you  a  day  or  two  in 
fishing. 

Pisc.  Sir,  your  request  is  granted,  and  I  shall  be  right  glad  both 
to  exchange  such  a  courtesy,  and  also  to  enjoy  your  company, 
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Ven.  Well,  now  let's  go  to  your  sport  of  angling. 

Pisc.  Let's  be  going  with  all  my  heart.  God  keep  you  all 
gentlemen,  and  send  you  meet  this  day  with  another  bitch-otter,  and 
kiJJ  her  merrily,  and  all  her  young  ones  too. 

Ven.  Now,  Piscator,  where  will  you  begin  to  fish  ? 

Jh:r"yeTLforeTC""  "  '  ''^'''^"^'  '  ""^  "^'  '  ""'' 
Ven.  Well  then,  I  pray,  as  we  walk  tell  me  freely,  how  do  you 
like  your  lodgmg  and  mme  host,  and  the  company.?     Is  not  mine 
host  a  witty  man  ? 

U.flt'':  ?''•?,  "^M  *'"  r"  P'-'=^"t'y  what  I  think  of  your  host; 
but  first,  I  will  tell  you,  I  am  glad  these  otters  were  killed :  but  I 
am  sorry  there  are  no  more  otter-killers  ;  for  I  know  that  the  want 
of  otter-killers  and  the  not  keeping  the  fence-months  for  the 
preservation  of  fish,  ;yill,  in  time,  prove  the  destruction  of  all  rivers 
And  those  very  few  that  are  left,  that  make  conscience  of  the  laws 
ot  the  nation,  and  of  keeping  days  of  abstinence,  will  be  forced  to 
eat  flesh,  or  suffer  more  inconveniences  than  are  yet  foreseen. 
Ven.  Why  sir,  what  be  those  that  you  rJ]  the  fence-months  ? 

May ;  for  these  be  the  usual  months  that  salmon  come  out  of  ^hc 
sea  to  spawn  in  most  fresh  rivers:  and  their  fry  would,  abot 
certain  time  return  back  to  the  salt  water,  if  they  were  not  hinde. 
by  weirs  and  unlawful  gins,  which  the  greedy  fishermen  set.  and  so 
destroy  them  by  thousands;  as  they  would  (being  so  tailght  by 
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nature)  change  the  fresh  for  salt  water.  He  that  shall  view  the 
wise  statutes,  made  in  the  13th  of  Edward  I.,  and  the  like  in 
Richard  III.,  may  see  several  provisions  made  against  the  destruction 
of  fish  ;  and  though  I  profess  no  knowledge  of  the  law,  yet  I  am 
sure  the  regulation  of  these  defects  might  be  easily  mended.  But  I 
remember  that  a  wise  friend  of  mine  did  usually  say,  "  that  which  is 
everybody's  business  i'.  nobody's  business."  If  it  were  otherwise, 
there  could  not  be  so  many  nets  and  fish,  that  are  under  the  statute 
size,  sold  daily  amongst  us,  and  of  which  the  conservators  of  the 
waters  should  be  ashamed. 

But,  above  all,  the  taking  fish  in  spawning-time  may  be  said  to  be 
against  nature ;  it  is  like  the  taking  the  dam  on  the  nest  when  she 
hatches  her  young  :  a  sin  so  against  nature  that  Almighty  God  hath 
in  the  Levitical  law  made  a  law  against  it. 

But  the  poor  fish  have  enemies  enough  besides  such  unnatural 
fishermen,  as  namely,  the  otters  that  I  spake  of,  the  cormorant,  the 
bittern,  the  osprey,  the  sea-gull,  the  heron,  the  king-fisher,  the 
gorara,  the  puet,  the  swan,  goose,  ducks,  and  the  craber,  which 
some  call  the  water-rat  :  against  all  which  any  honest  man  might 
make  a  just  quarrel,  but  I  will  not,  I  will  leave  them  to  be  quarrelled 
with,  and  killed  by  others ;  for  I  am  not  of  a  cruel  nature,  I  love 
to  kill  nothing  but  fish. 

And  now  to  your  question  concerning  your  host ;  to  speak  truly, 
he  is  not  to  me  a  good  companion  ;  for  most  of  his  conceits  were 
either  Scripture-jests,  or  lascivious  jests,  for  which  I  count  no  man 
witty,  for  the  devil  will  help  a  man  that  way  inclined,  to  the  first  ; 
and  his  own  corrupt  nature  (which  he  always  carries  with  him)  to 
the  latter.  But  a  companion  that  feasts  the  company  with  wit  and 
mirth,  and  leaves  out  the  sin  (which  is  usually  mixed  with  them)  he 
is  the  man  ;  and  indeed  such  a  man  should  have  his  charges  borne, 
and  to  such  company  I  hope  to  bring  you  this  night ;  for  at  Trout 
Hail,  not  far  from  this  place,  where  I  purpose  to  lodge  to-night, 
there  is  usually  an  angler  that  proves  good  company  :  and  let  me 
tell  you,  good  company  and  good  discourse  are  the  very  sinews  of 
virtue  :  but  for  such  discourse  as  we  heard  last  night,  it  infects 
others ;  the  very  boys  will  learn  to  talk  and  swear,  as  they  heard 
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mine  host,  and  another  of  the  company  that  shall  be  nameless  ;— I 
am  sorry  the  other  is  a  gentleman  ;  for  less  rehgion  will  not  save 
their  souls  than  a  beggar's  :  I  think  more  will  be  required  at  the 
last  great  day.  Well  !  you  know  what  example  is  able  to  do  ;  and 
1  know  what  the  poet  says  in  the  like  case,  which  is  worthy  to  be 
noted  by  all  parents  and  people  of  civility : 

.  .  .  many  a  ane 
Owes  to  his  tauntry  his  religion  i 
^Ind  in  another  would  as  strongly  grow. 
Had  but  his  nurse  or  mother  taught  him  so. 

This  is  reason  put  into  verse,  and  worthy  the  consideration  of  a 
wise  man.  But  of  this  no  more  ;  for  though  I  love  civility,  yet  I 
hate  severe  censures.  I'll  to  my  own  art ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  at 
yonder  tree  I  shall  catch  a  chub  :  and  then  we'll  turn  to  an  honest 
cleanly  hostess  that  I  know  right  well ;  rest  ourselves  there ;  and 
dress  it  for  our  dinner. 

Ven.  Oh,  sir  !  a  chub  is  the  worst  fish  that  swims;  I  hoped  for 
a  trout  for  my  dinner. 

Pisc.  Trust  me,  sir,  there  is  not  a  likely  place  for  a  trout  here- 
about: and  we  stayed  so  long  to  take  leave  of  your  huntsmen  this 
morning,  that  the  sun  is  got  so  high,  and  shines  so  clear,  that  I 
will  not  undertake  the  catching  of  a  trout  till  evening  ;  and  though  a 
chub  be,  by  you  and  many  others,  reckoned  the  worst  of  fish  -yet 
you  shall  see  I'll  make  it  a  good  fish  by  dressing  it.  ' 

Ven.  Why,  how  will  you  dress  him  i* 

Pisc.  I'll  tell  you  by-and-by,  when  I  have  caught  him.  Look 
you  here,  sir,  do  you  see }  (but  you  must  stand  very  close),  there 
he  upon  the  top  of  the  water,  in  this  very  hole,  twenty  chubs. 
1 11  catch  only  one,  and  that  shall  be  the  biggest  of  them  all  ;  and 
that  I  will  do  so,  I'll  hold  you  twenty  to  one,  and  you  shall  see  it 
done. 

Ven.  Ay,  marry,  sir,  now  you  talk  like  an  artist,  and  I'll  say  you 
are  one,  when  I  shall  see  you  perform  what  you  say  you  can  do  •  but 
1  yet  doubt  it. 

Pisc.  You  shall  not  doubt  it  long,  for  you  shall  see  me  do  it 
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presently  :  look,  the  biggest  of  these  chubs  has  had  some  bruise 
upon  his  tail  by  a  pike,  or  some  other  accident,  and  that  looks  like 
a  white  spot  ;  that  very  chub  1  mean  to  put  into  your  hands  pre- 
sently ;  sit  you  but  down  in  the  shade,  and  stay  but  a  little  while, 
and  I'll  warrant  you  Mi  bring  him  to  you. 

Ven.  I'll  sit  down,  and  hope  well,  because  you  seem  to  be  so 
confident. 

Pisc.  Look  you,  sir,  there  is  a  trial  of  my  skill,  there  he  is,  that 
very  chub  that  I  showed  you  with  the  white  spot  on  his  tail :  and 
I'll  be  as  certain  to  make  him  a  good  dish  of  meat  as  I  was  to  catch 
Wm.  I'll  now  lead  vou  to  an  honesi  ale-house  where  we  shall  find  a 
cleanly  room,  lavender  in  the  windows,  and  twenty  ballads  stuck 
about  the  wall ;  there  my  hostess  (which,  I  may  tell  you,  is  both 
cleanly  and  handsome,  and  civil)  hath  dressed  many  a  one  for  me, 
and  shall  now  dress  it  after  my  fashion,  and  I  warrant  it  good 
meat. 

Ven.  Come,  sir,  with  ill  my  heart,  for  I  begin  to  be  hungry,  and 
long  to  be  at  it,  and  indeed  to  rest  myself  too  ;  for  though  I  have 
walked  but  four  miles  this  morning,  yet  I  begin  to  be  weary  ;  yester- 
day's hunting  hangs  still  upon  me. 

Pisc.  Well,  sir,  you  shall  quickly  be  at  rest,  for  yonder  is  the 
house  I  mean  to  bring  you  to. 

Come,  Hostess,  how  do  you  do  ?  Will  you  first  give  us  a  cup 
of  your  best  drink,  and  then  dress  this  chub  as  you  dressed  my  last, 
when  I  and  my  friend  were  here  about  eight  or  ten  days  ago  ?  But 
you  must  do  me  one  courtesy,  it  must  be  done  instantly. 

Hostess.  I  will  do  it,  Mr.  Piscator,  and  with  all  the  speed  I 
can. 

Pisc.  Now.  sir,  has  not  my  hostess  made  haste  }  and  does  not  the 
fish  look  lovely } 

Ven.  Both,  upon  my  word,  sir,  and  therefore  let's  say  grace,  and 
fall  to  eating  of  it. 

Pisc.  Well,  sir,  how  do  you  like  it  ? 

Ven.  Trust  me,  'tis  as  good  meat  as  I  ever  tasted  :  now  let  me 
thank  you  for  it,  drink  to  you,  and  beg  a  courtesy  of  you  ;  but  it 
must  not  be  denied  me. 
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Pisc.  What  is  it,  I  pray, sir?  You  arc  so  modest,  that  mcthinks 
1  may  promise  to  grant  it  before  it  is  asked. 

Ven.  Why,  sir,  it  is,  that  from  henceforth  you  would  allow  me 
to  call  you  Master,  and  that  really  I  may  be  your  scholar  ;  for  you 
are  such  a  companion,  and  have  so  quickly  caught,  and  so  excel- 
lently cooked  this  fish,  as  makes  me  ambitious  to  be  your  scholar. 

Pisc.  Give  me  your  hand;  from  this  time  forward  I  will  lie  your 
master,  and  teach  you  as  much  of  this  art  as  I  am  able  ;  and  will,  as 
you  desire  me,  tell  you  somewhat  of  the  nature  of  most  of  the  fish 
that  we  arc  to  angle  for  ;  and  I  am  sure  I  both  can  and  will  tell  you 
more  than  any  common  Angler  yet  knows. 
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CHAI»TER  III 

How  to  Fish  for,  and  t    Dress,  the  Chn-erJer,  or  Chub. 

ISC.  The  Chiib,  though  he  eat  well  thus  dressed, 
yet  as  he  is  usually  rf^ssed  hi  iloes  not.  He  is 
objected  against,  not  only  for  being  full  of  small 
forked  bones,  dispersed  through  all  his  body,  but 
that  he  eats  waterish,  and  that  the  flesh  of  him  is 
not  firm,  but  short  and   tasteless.     The   French 

esteem  him  so  mean  as  to  call  him  un  vilain ; 

nevertheless,  he  may  be  so  dressed  as  to  make  him  very  good  meat 
as,  namely,  if  he  be  a  large  chub,  then  dress  him  thus  : 

First,  scale  him,  and  then  wash  him  clean,  and  then  take  out  hi^ 
guts  ;  and  to  that  end  make  the  hole  as  little  and  near  to  his  gii..-. 
as  you  may  conveniently,  and  especially  make  clean  his  throat  from 
the  grass  and  weeds  that  are  usually  in  it  (for  if  that  be  not  very 
clean,  it  will  make  him  to  taste  very  sour).  Having  so  done,  put  some 
sweet  herbs  into  his  belly  ;  and  then  tie  him  with  two  or  three 
splinters  to  a  spit,  and  roast  him,  basted  often  with  vinegar,  or 
rather  verjuice  and  butter,  with  good  store  of  salt  mixed  with  it. 

Being  thus  dressed,  you  will  find  him  a  much  better  dish  of  meat 
than  you,  or  most  folk,  even  than  anglers  themselves,  do  imagine : 
for  this  dries  up  the  fluid  watery  humour  with  which  all  chubs  do 
abound. 
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But  take  this  rule  with  you,  that  a  chub  newly  taken  and  newly 
dressed,  is  so  much  better  than  a  chub  of  a  day's  keeping  after  he  is 
dead,  that  I  can  compare  him  to  nothing  so  fitly  as  to  cherries  newly 
gathered  from  a  tree,  and  others  that  have  been  bruised  and  lain  a 
day  or  two  in  water.  But  the  chub  being  thus  used,  and  dressed 
presently,  and  not  washed  after  he  is  gutted  (for  note,  that  lying 
long  in  water,  and  washing  the  blood  out  of  any  fish  after  they  be 
gutted,  abates  much  of  their  sweetness),  you  will  find  the  chub  being 
dressed  in  the  blood,  and  quickly,  to  be  such  meat  as  will  recompense 
your  labour,  and  disabuse  your  opinion. 

Or  you  may  dress  the  chavender  or  chub  thus  : 
When  you  have  scaled  him,  and  cut  off  his  tail  and  fins,  and  washed 
him  very  clean,  then  chine  or  slit  him  through  the  middle,  as  a  salt 
fish  is  usually  cut ;  then  give  him  three  or  four  cuts  or  scotches  on 
the  back  with  your  knife,  and  broil  him  on  charcoal,  or  wood-coal 
that  is  free  from  smoke,  and  all  the  time  he  is  a~broiling  baste  him 
with  the  best  sweet  butter,  and  good  store  of  salt  mixed  with  it ;  and 
to  this  add  a  little  thyme  cut  exceeding  small,  or  bruised  into  the 
butter.  The  cheven  thus  dressed  hath  the  watery  taste  taken  away, 
for  which  so  many  except  against  him.  Thus  was  the  cheven  dressed 
that  you  now  liked  so  well,  and  commende '  0  much.  But  note 
again,  that  if  this  chub  that  you  ate  nf  had  bt.  <  ;cept  till  to-morrow, 
he  had  not  been  worth  a  rush.  And  remember  that  his  throat  be 
washed  very  clean,  I  say  very  clean,  and  his  body  not  washed  after  he 
is  gutted,  as  indeed  no  fish  should  be. 

VVell,  scholar,  you  see  what  pains  I  have  taken  to  recover  the  lost 
credit  of  the  poor  despised  chub.  And  now  I  will  give  you  some 
iules  how  to  catch  him  ;  and  I  am  glad  to  enter  you  into  the  art  of 
fishing  by  catching  a  chub,  for  there  is  no  fish  better  to  enter  a 
y<  »ung  angler,  he  is  so  easily  caught,  but  then  it  must  be  this  parti- 
cular way. 

Go  to  the  same  hole  in  which  I  caught  my  chub,  where  in  most 
hot  days  you  will  find  a  dozen  or  twenty  chevens  floating  near  the 
top  of  the  water  :  get  two  or  three  grasshoppers  as  you  go  over  the 
meadow,  and  get  secretly  behind  the  tree,  and  stand  as  free  from 
motion  as  is  possible  ;  then  put  a  grasshopper  on  your  hook,  and  let 

74 


The  Compleat  tAngler 


your  hook  hang  a  quarter  of  a  yard  short  of  the  water,  to  which  end 
you  must  rest  your  rod  on  some  bough  of  the  tree.  But  it  is  likely 
the  chubs  will  smk  down  towards  the  bottom  of  the  water  at  the 
first  shadow  of  your  rod  (for  a  chub  is  the  fearfulest  of  fishes),  and 
will  do  so  if  a  bird  flies  over  him  and  makes  the  least  shadow  on  the 
water ;  but  they  will  presently  rise  up  to  the  top  again,  and  there 
le  soaring  till  some  shadow  aflrights  them  again.  I  say,  when  they 
he  upon  the  top  of  the  water,  look  out  the  best  chub  (which  you. 
setting  yourself  in  a  fit  place,  may  very  easily  see),  and  move  your 
rod  as  softly  as  a  snail  moves,  to  that  chub  you  intend  to  catch  ;  let 

''Tk  •..  •  fn-u^  "P°"  ^^^  ^^*^''  ^^"^^  «'■  ^°"'-  inches  before  him, 
and  he  will  infallibly  take  the  bait,  and  you  will  be  as  sure  to  catch 
him  ;  for  he  is  one  of  the  leather-mouthed  fishes,  of  which  a  hook 
does  scarce  ever  lose  its  hold  ;  and  therefore  give  him  play  enough 
before  you  ofl^er  to  take  him  out  of  the  water.  Go  your  wly 
presently  ;  take  my  rod  and  do  as  I  bid  you  ;  and  I  will  sit  down 
and  mend  my  tackling  till  you  return  back. 

Ven.  Truly,  my  loving  master,  you  have  offered  me  as  fair  as  I 
could  v.ish.     1 11  go,  and  observe  your  directions. 

Look  you,  master,  what  I  have  done,  that  which  joys  my  heart 
cai'.ghtjust  such  another  chub  as  yours  was  ■»  /       / 

Pisc.  Marry,  and  I  am  glad  of  it :  I  am  like  to  have  a  towardly 
scholar  of  you.  I  now  see  that  with  advice  and  practice,  you  will 
make  an  angler  in  a  short  time.  Have  but  a  love  to  if  and  Til 
warrant  you.  ' 

Ven.  But,  master,  what  if  I  could  not  have  found  a  grasshopper .? 

Pisc.  Then  I  may  tell  you  that  a  black  snail,  with  his  belly  sliTto 
show  his  white,  or  a  piece  of  soft  cheese,  will  usually  do  as  well  • 
nay,  sometimes  a  worm  or  any  kind  of  fly,  as  the  ant-fly,  the  flesh- 
fly,  oi  wall-fly,  or  the  dor  or  beetle  (which  you  may  find  under  cow- 

^^\C  L  ?f'  "^^  ^'^  y^  ""'".^"^  '"  *^^  ^^""^  Pl^c^.  ^nd  in  time 
will  be  a  beetle  ;  it  is  a  short  white  worm,  like  to  and  bigger  than  a 

^^n  .  Tu^  .'^o'i-wo'-ni.  o"  a  case-worm,  any  of  these  will  do  very 
well  to  fish  ,n  such  a  manner.  And  after  this  manner  you  may 
catch  a  trout  in  a  hot  evening  :  when  as  you  walk  by  a  brook,  and 
shall  see  or  hear  h.m  leap  at  flies.  then  if  you  get  a  giisshopper.  put 
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it  oil  your  hook,  with  your  line  about  two  yards  long,  standing 
behind  a  bush  or  tree  where  his  hole  is,  and  make  your  bait  stir  up 
and  down  on  the  top  of  the  water,  you  may,  if  you  stand  ciose,  be 
sure  of  a  bite,  but  not  sure  to  catch  him.  for  he  is  not  a  leather- 
mouthed  fish  :  and  after  this  manner  you  may  fish  for  him  with 
almost  any  kind  of  live  fly,  but  especially  with  a  grasshopper. 

Ven.  But  before  you  go  further,  I  pray,  good  master,  what  mean 
you  by  a  leather-mouthed  fish  .'' 

Pisc.  By  a  leather-mouthed  fish  I  mean  such  as  have  their  teeth 
in  their  throat,  as  the  chub  or  cheven,  and  so  the  barbel,  the  gud- 
geon, and  carp,  and  divers  others  have  ;  and  the  hook  being  stuck 
into  the  leather  or  skin  of  the  mouth  of  such  fish,  does  very 
seldom  or  never  lose  its  hold  :  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  pike,  a  jxrch, 
or  trout,  and  so  some  other  fish,  which  have  not  their  teeth  in  their 
throats,  but  in  their  mouths,  which  you  shall  observe  :o  be  very  full 
of  bones,  and  the  skin  very  thin,  and  little  of  it  ;  I  say,  of  these  fish 
the  hook  never  takes  so  sure  hold,  but  you  often  lose  your  fish, 
unless  he  have  gorged  it. 

Ven.  I  thank  you,  good  master,  for  this  observation  ;  but  now, 
what  shall  be  done  with  my  chub  or  cheven  that  I  have  caught .-' 

Pisc.  Marry,  sir,  it  shall  be  given  away  to  some  poor  body,  for 
I'll  warrant  you  I'll  give  you  a  trout  for  your  supper  :  and  it  is  a 
good  beginning  of  your  art  to  offer  your  first-fruits  to  the  poor,  who 
will  both  thank  God  and  you  for  it,  which  I  see  by  your  silence  you 
seem  to  consent  to.  And  for  your  willingness  to  part  with  it  so 
charitably,  I  will  also  teach  more  concerning  chub-fishing:  you  are 
to  note  that  in  March  and  April  he  is  usually  taken  with  worms  ;  in 
May,  June,  and  July,  he  will  bite  at  any  fly,  or  at  cherries,  or  at 
beetles  with  their  legs  and  wings  cut  ofT,  or  at  any  kind  of  snail,  or 
at  the  black  bee  that  breeds  in  clay  walls  ;  and  he  never  refuses  a 
grasshopper,  on  the  top  of  a  swift  stream,  nor,  at  the  bottom,  the 
young  humble  bee  that  breeds  in  long  grass,  and  is  ordinarily  found 
by  the  mower  of  it.  In  August,  and  in  the  cooler  months,  a  yellow 
paste  made  of  the  strongest  cheese,  and  pounded  in  a  mortar,  with  a 
little  butter  and  saflron,  so  much  of  it^  as  being  beaten  small,  will 
turn  it  to  a  lemon  colour.     And  some  make  a  paste,  for  the  winter 
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months,  at  which  time  the  chub  is 
accounted  best  (for  then  it  is  ob- 
served  that   the   forked  bones  are 
lost,  or  turned  into  a  kind  of  gristle, 
especially  if  he  be  baked),  of  cheese 
and  turpentine.     He  will  bite  also 
at  a  minnow,  or  penk,  as  a  trout 
will :  of  which  I  shall  tell  you  more 
hereafter,  and  of  divers  other  baits. 
But  take  this  for  a  rule,  that,  in  hot 
weather,  he  is  to  be  fished  for  towards 
the  mid-water,  or  near  the  top  ;  and 
in  colder  weather  nearer  the  bottom. 
And  if  you  fish  for  him  on  the  top, 
with  a  U"etle  or  any  fly,  then  be  sure 
to  let  your  line  be  very  long,  and 
keep  out  of  sight.     And  having  told 
you  that  his  spawn  is  excellent  meat, 
and  that  the  head  of  a  large  cheven, 
the  throat  being  well  washed,  is  the 
best  part  of  him,  I  will  say  no  more 
of  this  fish  at  the  present,  but  wish 
you  may  catch  the  next  you  fish 
for. 

But,  lest  you  may  judge  me  too 
nice  in  urging  to  have  the  chub 
dressed  so  presently  after  he  is  taken, 
I  will  commend  to  your  considera- 
tion how  curious  former  times  have 
been  in  the  like  kind. 

You  sha'  read  in  Seneca,  his 
Natural  (Questions  (Lib.  3,  Cap.  17,) 
that  the  ancients  were  so  curious^  in 
the  newness  of  their  fish,  that  that 
seemed  not  new  enough  that  was 
not  put  alive  into  the  guest's  hand ; 
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and  he  says  that  to  that  end  they  did  usually  keep  them  living  in 
glass  bottles  in  their  dining  rooms :  and  they  did  glory  much  in 
their  entertaining  of  friends,  to  have  that  fish  taken  from  under 
their  table  alive  that  was  instantly  to  be  fed  upon.  And  he  says 
they  took  great  pleasure  to  see  their  Mullets  change  to  several 
colours,  when  they  were  dying.  But  enough  of  this,  for  I  doubt  I 
have  stayed  too  long  from  giving  you  some  observations  of  the 
trout,  and  how  to  fish  for  him,  which  shall  take  up  the  next  of  mv 
spare  time.  ' 


^^^^Ws 
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CHAPTER   IV 

Observations  of  the  Nature  and  Breeding  of  the  Trout,  and 
how  to  Fish  for  him  ;  and  the  Milkmaid's  Song. 

]HE  Trout  is  a  fish  highly  valued  botli  in  this  and 
foreign  nations  :  he  may  be  justly  said  (as  the  old 
poet  said  of  wine,  and  we  English  say  of  venison) 
to  be  a  generous  fish  :  a  fish  that  is  so  like  the 
buck  that  he  also  has  his  seasons  ;  for  it  is  ob- 
served, that  he  comes  in  and  goes  out  of  season 
,^„„^,________^  with  the  stag  and  buck  ;  Gesner  says,  his  name  is 

of  a  German  offspring,  and  says  he  is  a  fish  that  feeds  clean  and 
purely,  in  the  swiftest  streams,  and  on  the  hardest  gravel ;  and  that 
he  may  justly  contend  with  all  fresh-water  fish,  as  the  Mullet  may 
with  all  sea-fish,  for  precedency  and  daintiness  of  taste,  and  that 
being  in  right  season,  the  most  dainty  palates  have  allowed  prece- 
dency to  him. 

And  before  I  go  further  in  my  discourse,  let  me  tell  vou,  that  you 
are  to  observe,  that  as  there  be  some  barren  does,  that  are  good  in 
summer,  so  there  be  some  barren  trouts  that  arc  good  in  winter ;  but 
there  are  not  many  that  are  so,  for  usually  they  be  in  their  perfection 
in  the  month  of  May,  and  decline  with  the  buck.  Now  you  are  to 
take  notice,  that  in  several  countries,  as  in  Germany  and  in  other 
parts,  compared  to  ours,  fish  do  difl=er  much  in  their  bigness  and 
shape,  and  other  ways,  and  so  do  trouts ;  it  is  well  known  that  in 

79 


I 


I 


mm 


wm^: 


i     .  t 

1^. 


'!  ^1 


7>&^  Compleat  ^Angler 


the  Lake  Leman  (the  Lake  of  Geneva)  there  are  trouts  taken  of 
three  cubits  long,  as  is  affirmed  by  Gesner,  a  writer  of  good  credit  • 
and  Mercator  says,  the  trouts  that  are  taken  in  the  Lake  of  Geneva' 
are  a  great  part  of  the  merchandise  of  that  famous  city.  And  you 
are  furtner  to  knov>.  that  there  be  certain  waters,  that  br-jec'  tron*- 
remarkable  both  for  their  number  and  smallness.  I  know  a  little 
brook  \n  Kent,  that  breeds  them  to  a  number  incredible,  and  you 
niay  take  them  twenty  or  forty  in  aa  hour,  but  none  greater  than 
about  the  size  of  a  gudgeon :  there  are  also  in  divers  rivers,  especially 
that  relate  to,  or  be  near  to  the  sea  (as  Winchester,  or  the  Thames 
about  Windsor)  a  little  trout  called  samlec,  or  skegger  trout  (in  both 
which  places  I  have  caught  twenty  or  forty  at  a  standing)  that  will 
bite  as  fast  and  as  freely  as  minnows  :  these  be  by  some  taken  to  be 
young  salmon  ;  but  in  those  waters  they  never  grow  to  be  bieser 
than  a  herring.  °® 

There  is  also  in  Kent,  near  to  Canterbury,  a  trout  (called  there  a 
Fordidge  trout),  a  trout  that  bears  the  name  of  the  town  where  it  is 
usually  caught,  that  is  accounted  the  rarest  of  fish  ;  many  of  them 
near  the  bigness  of  a  salmon,  but  known  by  their  different  colour  • 
and  in  their  best  season  they  cut  very  white  ;  and  none  of  these  have 
been  known  to  be  caught  with  an  angle,  unless  it  were  one  that  was 
caught  bySir  George  Hastings  (an  excellent  angler,  and  now  with 
God);  and  he  hath  told  me,  he  thought  that  trout  bit  not  for  hunger 
but  wantonr-ss;  and  it  is  rather  to  be  believed,  because  both  he 
then,  and  "lanv  others  before  him,  have  been  curious  to  search  into 
their  bel  .rs,  ^1  at  the  food  was  by  which  they  lived ;  and  have  found 
out  nothing  oy  which  they  might  satisfy  their  curiosity. 

Concerning  which  you  are  to  take  notice,  that  it  is  reported  by 
good  authors,  that  grasshoppers,  and  some  fish,  have  no  mouths, 
but  are  nourished  and  take  breath  by  the  porousness  of  their  gills 
man  knows  not  how:  and  this  may  be  believed,  if  we  consider  that 
when  the  raven  hath  hatched  her  eggs,  she  takes  no  further  care,  but 
leaves  her  young  ones  to  the  care  of  the  God  of  nature,  who  is  said, 
in  the  Psalms,  "  to  feed  the  young  ravens  that  call  upon  him."  And 
they  be  kept  alive,  and  fed  by  dew,  or  worms  that  breed  in  their 
nests,  or  some  other  ways  that  we  mortals  know  not ;  and  this  mav 
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be  believed  of  th-  ^'ordidge  trout,  which,  as  it  is  said  of  the  Stork 
that,  "he  k.ows  his  season,"  so  he  knows  his  times,  I  think  almost 
'  IS  day,  of  coming  into  that  river  out  of  the  sea,  where  he  lives,  and, 
it  is  like,  feeds  nine  months  of  the  year,  and  fasts  three  in  the  river 
of  Fordidge.     And  you  are  to  note  that  those  townsmen  are  very 

Punctual  in  observing  the  time  of  beginning  to  fish  for  them  ;  and 
oast  much  that  their  river  affords  a  trout,  that  exceeds  all  others. 
And  just  so  does  Sussex  boast  of  several  fish  ;  as  namely,  a 
Shelsey  cockle,  a  Chichester  lobster,  an  Arundel  mullet,  and  an 
Amerly  trout. 

And  now  for  some  confirmation  of  the  Fordidge  trout :  you  are 
to  know  that  this  trout  is  thought  to  eat  nothing  in  the  fresh  water, 
and  it  may  be  better  believed,  because  it  is  well  known  that  swallows, 
and  bats,  and  wagtails,  which  are  called  half-year  birds,  and  not  seen 
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to  fly  in  England  for  six  months  in  the  year,  but  about  Michaelmas 
leave  us  for  a  better  climate  than  this  ;  yet  some  of  them  that  have 
been  left  behind  their  fellows,  have  been  found  (many  thousands  at 
a  time)  in  hollow  trees,  or  clay  caves;  where  they  have  been  observed 
to  live  and  sleep  out  the  whole  winter  without  meat ;  and  so  Albertus 
observes,  that  there  is  one  kind  of  frog  that  hath  her  mouth  naturally 
shut  up  about  the  end  of  August,  and  that  she  lives  so  all  the  winter; 
and  though  it  be  strange  to  some,  yet  it  is  known  to  too  many 
among  us  to  be  doubcj. 

And  so  much  for  these  Fordidge  trouts,  which  never  afford 
an  angler  sport,  tut  either  live  their  time  of  being  in  the  fresh 
water,  by  their  meat  formerly  got  in  the  sea  (not  unlike  the 
swallow  or  frog),  or  by  the  virtue  of  the  fresh  water  only ;  or,  as 
the  birds  of  Paradise  and  the  chameleon  are  said  to  live,  by  the  sun 
and  the  air. 

There  is  also  in  Northumberland  a  trout  called  a  bull-trout,  of  a 
much  greater  length  and  bigness  than  any  in  the  southern  parts. 
And  there  are,  in  many  rivers  that  relate  to  the  sea,  salmon-trouts, 
as  much  different  from  others,  both  in  shape  and  in  their  spots, 
as  we  see  sheep  in  some  countries  differ  one  from  another  in  their 
shape  and  bigness,  and  in  the  fineness  of  their  wool :  and,  certainly,  as 
some  pastures  breed  larger  sheep,  so  do  some  rivers,  by  reason  of  the 
ground  over  which  they  run,  breed  larger  trouts. 

Now  the  next  thing  that  I  will  commend  to  your  consideration  is, 
that  the  trout  is  of  a  more  sudden  growth  than  other  fish.  Con- 
cerning which,  you  are  also  to  take  notice,  that  he  lives  not  so  long 
as  the  perch,  and  divers  other  fishes  do,  as  Sir  Francis  Bacon  hath 
observed  in  his  History  of  Life  and  Death. 

And  next  you  are  to  take  notice,  that  he  is  not  like  the  crocodile, 
which  if  he  lives  never  so  long,  yet  always  thrives  till  his  death;  but 
it  is  not  so  with  the  trout,  for  after  he  has  come  to  his  full  growtii, 
he  declines  in  his  body,  and  keeps  his  bigness,  or  thrives  only  in  his 
head  till  his  death.  And  you  are  to  know,  that  he  will  ak^ut, 
especially  before,  the  time  of  his  spawning,  get  almost  miraculously 
through  weirs  and  flood-gates  against  the  streams;  even  through 
such  high  and  swift  places  as  is  almost  incredible.     Next,  that  the 
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trout  usually  spawns  about  October  or  November,  but  in  some  rivers 
a  little  sooner  or  later  :  which  is  the  more  observable,  because  most 
other  fish  spawn  in  the  spring  or  summer,  when  the  sun  hath  warn;.  1 
both  the  earth  and  the  water,  and  made  it  fit  for  generation.  And 
you  are  to  note  that  he  continues  many  months  out  of  season  ; 
for  it  may  be  observed  of  the  trout,  that  he  is  like  the  buck  or  the 
ox,  that  he  will  not  be  fat  in  many  months,  though  he  go  in  the 
very  same  pasture  that  horses  do,  which  will  be  fat  in  one  month : 
and  so  you  may  observe  that  most  other  fishes  recover  strength,  and 
grow  sooner  fat  and  in  season  than  the  trout  doth. 

And  next  you  are  to  note,  that  till  the  sun  gets  to  such  a  height 
as  to  warm  the  earth  and  the  water,  the  trout  is  sick,  and  lean,  and 
lousy,  and  unwholesome  :  for  you  shall  in  winter  find  him  to  have  a 
big  head,  and  then  to  be  lank,  and  thin,  and  lean  :  at  which  time 
many  of  them  have  sticking  on  them  sugs,  or  trout-lice,  which  is  a 
kind  of  worm,  in  shape  like  a  clove  or  pin,  with  a  big  head,  and 
sticks  close  to  him  and  sucks  his  moisture  ;  those,  I  think,  the  trout 
breeds  himself,  and  never  thrives  till  he  free  himself  from  them, 
which  is  when  warm  weather  comes  ;  and  then,  as  he  grows  stronger, 
he  gets  from  the  dead,  still  water,  into  the  sharp  streams,  and  the 
gravel,  and  there  rubs  off  these  worms  or  lice  ;  and  then,  as  he 
grows  stronger,  so  he  gets  him  into  swifter  and  swifter  streams,  and 
there  lies  at  the  watch  for  any  fly  or  minnow  that  comes  near  to 
him;  and  he  especially  loves  the  May-fly,  which  is  bred  of  the  cod- 
worm  or  cadis ;  and  these  make  the  trout  bold  and  lusty,  and  he  is 
usually  fatter  and  better  meat  at  the  end  of  that  month  than  at  any 
time  of  the  year. 

Now  you  are  to  know  that  it  is  observed,  that  usually  the  best 
trouts  are  either  red  or  yellow;  though  some  (as  the  Fordidge  trout) 
be  white  and  yet  good  ;  but  that  is  not  usual :  and  it  is  a  note 
observable,  that  the  female  trout  hath  usually  a  less  head,  and  a 
deeper  body  than  the  m^ie  trout,  and  is  usually  the  better  meat.  And 
note,  that  a  ho^-b?ck  and  a  little  head  to  either  trout,  salmon,  or 
any  other  fish,  is  a  sign  that  that  fish  is  in  season. 

But  yet  you  are  to  note,  that  as  you  see  some  willows  or  palm- 
trees  bud  and  blossom  sooner  than  others  do,  so  some  trouts  be,  in 

84 


The  Compieat  » 4ngier 

rivers,  sooner  in  season  ;  and  as  some  hollies  or  os.ks  are  longer 
before  they  cast  their  leaves,  so  are  some  trouts  in  rivers  longer 
before  they  go  out  of  season. 

And  you  arc  to  note,  that  there  are  iieveral  kinds  of  trouts  :  but 
these  several  kinds  are  not  considered  but  by  very  few  men  ;  for 
they  go  under  the  general  name  of  trouts  :  just  as  pigeons  do,  in 
m<wt  places  ;  though,  it  is  certain,  there  are  tame  and  wild  pigeons  ; 
and  of  the  tame,  there  be  helmets  and  runts,  and  carriers  and  cropers; 
and  indeed  too  many  to  name.  Nay,  the  Royal  Society  have  found 
and  published  latch ,  that  there  be  thirty  and  three  kinds  of  spiders  ; 
and  yet  all  (for  aught  I  know)  go  under  that  one  general  name  of 
spider.  And  it  is  so  with  many  kinds  of  fish,  and  of  trouts  especially  ; 
which  differ  in  their  bigness  and  shape  and  spots  and  colour.  The 
great  Kentish  hens  may  be  an  instance,  compared  to  other  hens. 
And,  doubtless,  there  is  a  kind  of  ■•.mall  trout,  which  will  never  thrive 
to  be  big  ;  that  breeds  very  many  more  than  others  do,  that  be  of  a 
larger  size  :  which  you  may  rather  believe,  if  you  consider  that  the 
little  wren  and  titmouse  will  have  twenty  young  ones  at  a  time,  when 
usually  the  noble  hawk,  or  the  musical  thrassel  or  blackbird,  exceed 
not  four  or  five. 

And  now  you  shall  see  me  try  my  skill  to  catch  a  trout ;  and  at 
my  next  walking,  either  this  evening  or  to-morrow  morning,  I  will 
give  you  direction  how  you  yourself  shall  fish  for  him. 

Ven.  Trust  mc,  master,  I  see  now  it  is  a  harder  matter  to  catch  a 
trout  than  a  chub  :  for  I  have  put  on  patience,  and  followed  you 
these  two  hours,  and  not  seen  a  fish  stir,  neither  at  your  minnow  nor 
your  worm. 

Pisc.  Well,  scholar,  you  must  endure  worse  luck  some  time,  or 
you  will  never  make  a  good  angler.  But  what  say  you  now .' 
There  is  a  trout  now,  and  a  good  one  too,  if  I  can  but  hold  him,  and 
two  or  three  more  turns  will  tire  him.  Now  you  see  he  lies  still,  and 
the  sleight  is  to  land  him.  Reach  me  that  landing  net;  so,  sir,  now 
he  is  mine  own,  what  say  you  now  i  Is  not  this  worth  all  my  labour 
and  your  patience  .' 

Ven.  On  my  word,  master,  this  is  a  gallant  trout;  what  shall  we 
do  with  him .'' 
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Pisc.  Marry,  e'en  eat  him  to  supper; 
we  IJ  go  to  my  hostess,  from  whence  we 
came;   she  told   me,  as  I  was  going   out 
of  aoor,  that  my  brother  Peter,  a  good 
angler  and  a  cheerful  companion,  had  sent 
word  that  he  would  lodge  there  to-night 
and  bnng  a  friend  with  him.     My  hos- 
tess has  two  beds,  and  I  know  you  and  I 
may  have  the  best;  we'll  rejoice  with  mv 
brother  Peter  and  his  friend,  tell  tales,  or 
smg  ballads,  or  make  a  catch,  or  find  some 
harmless  sport  to  content  us  and  pass  away 
a  little  time,  without  offence  to  God  or  man 
Ven.  a  match,  good  master,  let's  go  to 
that  house  ;  for  the  linen  looks  white,  and 
smells  of  lavender,  and  I  love  to  lie  in  a 
pair  of  sheets   that  smell  so.      Let's   be 
going,    good    master,    for   I    am   hungry 
again  with  fishing.  ^  ^ 

Pisc.  Nay,  stay  a  little,  good  scholar ; 
1  caught  my  last  trout  with  a  worm;  now 
1  will  put  on  a  minnow,  and  try  a  quarter 
ot  an  hour  about  yonder  trees  for  another  • 
and  so  walk  towards  our  lodging.     Look 
you,  scholar,  thereabout  we  shall  have  a 
bite  presently  or  not  at  all.     Have  with 
you  sir  !  o  my  word  I  have  hold  of  him. 
Uh.    It   IS   a   great  Jogger-headed  chub: 
come  hang  him  upon  that  willow  twig 
and  let  s  be  going.     But  turn  out  of  the 
way  a  little,  good  scholar,  towards  yonder 
high  honeysuckle  hedge;   there  we'll   sit 
and  sing,  whilst  this  shower  falls  so  gently 
upon  the  teeming  earth,  and  gives  yet  a 
sweeter  smell   to  the  lovely  flowers  that 
adorn  these  verdant  meadows 
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Look  !  under  that  broad  beech  tree  I  sat  down  when  I  was  la«t 
this  way  a-fishing.  And  the  birds  in  the  adjoining  grove  elmed  ^ 
have  a  friendly  contention  with  an  echo,  whose  dead  voice  seemed  to 
ive  m  a  hollo  v  tree  near  to  the  brow  of  that  primrose  hi  1  The  e 
I  sat  viewmg  the  silver  streams  glide  silently  towards  their  centre 
the  tempestuous  sea;  yet  sometimes  opposed  by  rugged  root'  and 
pebble-stones,  which  broke  their  waves  and  turned  them  inTo  foam 

I  was  for  that  time  lifted  above  earthy 
And  possessed  joys  not  promised  in  my  birth. 

As  I  left  this  place,  and  entered  into  the  next  field  a  second 
pleasure  entertained  me:  'twas  a  handsome  milkmaid  that  had  no, 
yet  attained  so  much  age  and  wisdom  as  to  loadTerl^^nd  witJ  any 

do)    bursh^  c::F  '''''  l''  "^^^  >  ^^^  ^-  --y  men  t^o  's^ 
aoj,  but  she  cast  away  all  care,  and  sung  like  a  niehtinpale  •  her 

wnicn  was  made  by  Kit  Marlow,  now  at  least  fift wears  aeo-  and 

and^f'v^rcomeT'^''"'  ""T'?  you,  sir,  and  we'll  eat  it  cheerfully; 
ana  it  vou  come  t  is  way  a-fishing  two  months  hence,  a  grace  of 
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God,  I'll  give  you  a  syllabub  of  new  verjuice  in  a  new-made  haycock 
for  it.  and  my  Maudlin  shall  sing  you  one  of  her  best  ballads ;  for 
she  and  I  both  love  all  anglers,  they  be  such  honest,  civil,  quiet  men ; 
in  the  meantime  will  you  drink  a  draught  of  red  cow's  milk  ?  you 
shall  have  it  freely. 

Pisc.  No,  I  thank  you  ;  but,  I  pray,  do  us  a  courtesy  that  shall 
stand  you  and  your  daughter  in  nothing,  and  yet  we  will  think  our- 
selves still  something  in  your  debt ;  it  is  but  to  sing  us  a  song  that 
was  sung  by  your  daughter  when  I  last  passed  over  this  meadow 
about  eight  or  nine  days  since. 

MiLK-W.  What  song  was  it,  I  pray }  Was  it  Come  shepherds^ 
deck  your  herds  ?  or.  As  at  noon  Dulcina  rested  ?  or,  Philida  flouts 
me  ?  or,  Chevy  Chace  ?  or,  Johnny  Armstrong  ?  or,  Troy  Town  ? 

Pisc.  No,  it  is  none  of  those  ;  it  is  a  song  that  your  daughter 
sung  the  first  part,  and  you  sung  the  answer  to  it. 

MiLK-W.  O,  I  know  it  now.  I  learned  the  first  part  in  my 
golden  age,  when  I  was  about  the  age  of  my  poor  daughter ;  and 
vhe  latter  part,  which  indeed  fits  me  best  now,  but  two  or  three  years 

88 


i 


V 

n 


M. 


f; 


The  Compleat  ^Angler 

ago,  when  the  cares  of  the  world  began  to  take  hold  of  me  :  out  you 
shall,  God  willing,  hear  them  both,  and  sung  as  wdl  as  we  can,  for 
we  both  love  anglers.  Come,  Maudlin,  sing  the  first  part  to  the 
gentleman  with  a  merry  heart,  and  I'll  sing  the  second,  when  you 
nave  done. 


THE  MILKMAID'S  SONG 

Come  live  with  me^  and  be  my  /«/<•, 
Jnd  we  will  all  the  pleasures  prove 
That  valleys,  groveSy  or  hills,  or  field. 
Or  woods  and  steepy  mountains  yield  i 

Where  we  will  sit  upon  the  rocks. 
And  see  the  shepherds  feed  our  fioek: 
By  shallows  rivers,  to  whose  falls 
Melodious  birds  sing  madrigals. 

And  I  will  make  thee  beds  of  roses. 
And  then  a  thousand  fragrant  posies^ 
A  cap  of  flowers,  and  a  kirtle 
Embroidered  all  with  leaves  of  myrtle; 
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A  gown  made  of  the  finest  wool 
lyhich  from  our  pretty  lambs  we  pull; 
Slippers  lined  choicely  for  the  cold, 
fVith  buckles  of  the  purest  gold; 

A  belt  of  straw  and  ivy  buds, 
IVith  coral  clasps  and  amber  studs  : 
And  if  these  pleasures  may  thee  move. 
Come  live  with  me,  and  be  my  love. 

Thy  silver  dishes  for  thy  meat. 
As  precious  as  the  gods  do  eat. 
Shall,  on  an  ivory  table,  be 
Prepared  each  day  for  thee  and  me. 

The  shepherd  swain,  shall  dance  and  sing 
For  thy  delight,  each  May  morning. 
If  these  delights  thy  mind  may  mnie. 
Then  live  with  me,  and  be  my  love. 
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Ven.  Trust  me,  my  master,  it  is  a  choice  song,  and  sweetly  sung 
by  honest  Maudlin.  I  now  see  it  was  not  without  cause  that  our 
good  Queen  Elizabeth  did  so  often  wish  herself  a  milkmaid  all  the 
month  of  May,  because  they  are  not  troubled  with  fears  and  cares, 
but  sing  sweetly  all  the  day,  and  sleep  securely  all  the  night :  and 
without  doubt,  honest,  innocent,  pretty  Maudlin  does  so.  I'll 
bestow  Sir  Thomas  Overbury's  milkmaid's  wish  upon  her,  "  That 
she  may  die  in  the  spring,  and  being  dead,  may  have  good  store  of 
flowers  stuck  round  about  her  windmg  sheet." 

THE   MILKMAID'S   MOTHER'S  ANSWER 

If  all  the  world  and  Inie  were  young^ 
And  truth  in  every  shepherd's  tongue^ 
These  pretty  pleasure:  might  me  mme 
To  live  with  thee,  and  be  thy  love. 

But  Time  drives  /locks  from  field  to  fold^ 
When  rivers  rage  and  rocks  grofw  cold; 
Then  Philomel  hecometh  dumb. 
And  age  complains  of  care  to  come. 

The  flowers  do  fade,  and  wanton  fields 
To  wayward  winter  reckoning  yields, 
A  honey  tongue,  a  heart  of  gall. 
Is  fancy's  spring,  but  sorrow's  fall. 

Thy  gowns,  thy  shoes,  thy  beds  of  roses. 
Thy  cap,  thy  kirtle,  and  thy  posies. 
Soon  break,  soon  wither,  soon  forgotten; 
In  folly  ripe,  in  reason  rotten. 

Thy  belt  of  straw  and  ivy  buds. 
Thy  coral  clasps  and  amber  studs. 
All  these  in  me  no  means  can  move 
To  come  to  thee,  end  be  thy  love. 

JVhat  should  we  talk  of  dainties,  then. 
Of  better  meat  than's  fit  for  men  ? 
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7 best  are  but  vain ;  that's  only  good 
iVhich  God  hath  bltss'd^  and  unt  for  food. 

But  could  youth  last  and  love  still  breed. 
Had  joys  no  date,  or  age  no  need. 
Then  those  delights  my  mind  might  move 
To  live  with  then,  and  be  thy  love. 

MoTHiiR.  Well  !  I  have  done  my  song.  But  stay,  honest 
anglers  ;  for  I  will  make  Maudlin  to  sing  you  one  short  song  more. 
Maudlin  !  sing  that  song  that  you  sung  last  night,  when  young 
Coridon  the  shepherd  played  so  purely  on  his  oaten  pipe  to  you  and 
your  cousin  Betty. 

Maud,  I  will,  mother. 

/  married  a  wife  of  late. 
The  morels  my  unhappy  fate  ; 

/  married  her  for  love. 

As  my  fancy  did  me  move. 
And  not  for  a  worldly  estate ; 

But,  eh  /  the  green  sickness 
Soon  changed  her  likeness 

And  all  hi.    beauty  did  fail. 

But  'tis  not  so 

IVith  those  that  go 

Through  frost  and  snow. 

As  all  men  know. 
And  carry  the  milking-pail. 

Pisc.  Well  sung,  good  woman  ;  I  thank  you.  I'll  give  you 
another  dish  of  fish  one  of  these  days,  and  then  beg  another  song  of 
you.  Come,  scholar,  let  Maudlin  alone  ;  do  not  you  offer  to  spoil  her 
voice.  Look,  yonder  comes  mine  hostess,  to  call  us  to  supper.  How 
now  ?     Is  my  brother  Peter  come .? 

Host.  Yes,  and  a  friend  with  him  ;  they  are  both  glad  to  hear  that 
you  are  in  these  parts,  and  long  to  see  you,  and  long  to  be  at  supper, 
for  they  be  very  hungry. 
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CHAPTER   V 

More  Direction.'  how  to  Fish  for,  and  how  to  make  for  the  Trout 
an  Artificial  Minnow  and  Flies;  with  some  Merriment. 

loC.  Wd!  met,  brother  Peter  :  I  heard  you  and  a 
friend  would  lodge  here  to-night,  and  that  hath 
made  me  to  bring  my  friend  to  loHge  here  too. 
My  friend  is  one  that  would  fain  be  a  brother  of 
the  angle  ;  he  hath  been  an  angler  but  this  day, 
and  I  have  taught  him  how  to  catch  a  chub  by 
dapping  with  a  grasshopper,  and  the  chub  that 
he  caught  was  a  lusty  one  of  nineteen  inches  long.  But  pray,  brotner 
Peter,  who  is  your  companion  i 

Peter.  Brother  Piscator,  my  friend  is  an  honest  countryman 
and  his  name  is  Coridon,  and  he  is  a  downright  witt>  companion] 
that  met  me  here  purposely  to  be  pleasant  and  eat  a  trout,  and  I 
have  not  yet  wetted  my  line  since  we  met  together  ;  but  I  hope 
to  fit  him  with  a  trout  for  his  breakfast,  for  I'll  be  early  up. 
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Pisc.  N  brother,  you  shall  not  stay  so  long?  for,  look  you, 
here  is  a  trout  will  fill  six  reasonable  bellie«.  Come,  hostess,  dress 
it  presently,  and  get  us  what  other  meat  the  house  w'l  afford,  and 
give  us  some  of  your  best  barley-wine,  the  good  liv^uor  that  our 
honest  forefathers  did  use  to  drink  of;  the  drink  which  preserved 
their  health,  and  made  them  live  so  long,  and  do  so  many  good  deeds. 

Peter.  O*  my  word,  this  trout  is  perfect  in  season.  Come,  I 
thank  you,  and  here  is  a  hearty  draught  to  you,  and  to  all  the 
brothers  of  the  angle  wheresoever  they  be,  and  to  my  young 
brother's  good  fortune  co-morrow.  I  will  furnish  him  with  a  rod  if 
you  will  hirnish  him  with  the  rest  of  the  tackling ;  we  will  set  him 
up  and  make  him  a  fisher. 

\.nd  I  will  tell  him  one  thing  for  his  encouragement,  that  his 
fortune  hath  made  him  happy  to  be  scKJar  to  such  a  master;  a 
master  that  knows  as  much,  both  of  the  nature  and  breeding  of 
fish,  as  any  man;  and  can  also  tell  him  as  well  how  to  catch  x\<'' 
I  ook  them,  from  the  minnow  to  the  salmon,  as  any  that  I  ever  tv:  c 
withal. 

Pisc.  Trust  mc,  brother  Peter,  I  find  my  scholar  to  be  so 
suitable  to  my  own  humour,  which  is,  to  be  free  and  pleasant  and 
civilly  merry,  that  my  resolution  is  to  nide  nothing  that  I  know 
from  him.  Believe  me,  scholar,  this  is  my  resolution ;  and  so  htre's 
to  you  a  hearty  draught,  and  to  all  :hat  love  us  and  the  honest  art 
of  angling. 

Ven.  Trust  .tie,  good  master,  you  shall  not  sow  your  seed  in 
barren  ground  ;  for  I  hope  tc  return  you  an  increase  answerable  to 
your  hopes  :  but,  however,  you  sha!'  find  mc  obedient  and  thankful 
and  serviceable  to  my  best  ability. 

Pi;c.  'T's  enough,  h(>nest  scholar  !  come,  let's  to  supper.  Come, 
my  friend  Coridon,  this  t)Out  looks  lovely  ;  it  was  twenty-two  inches 
when  it  was  taken  !  and  he  belly  of  it  looked,  some  part  of  it,  as 
yellow  as  a  marigold,  and  pvu-t  of  it  as  white  as  a  lily  ;  and  yet,  me- 
thinks,  it  looks  better  in  this  good  sauce. 

CoRiaoN.  Indeed,  honest  friend,  it  looks  well,  nd  tastes  w-ll:  I 
thank  you  for  it,  and  so  doth  my  friend  Peter,  or  cise  he  is  to  blame. 

Peter,  Yes,  and  so  do  I,  we  all  think  you ;  and  whe    we  have 
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J^qTtai  ^  '''"   ^'^   ""^  '^''""'^    ^°"*^°"  *°  ''"8  y°"   "   »""8  ^°f 
Cor    I  will  sine  a  song,  if  anybody  will  sine  another  ;  else,  to  be 

lain  with  you.  I  w.l  sing  none  :   I  am  none  of  tfiosc  that  sing  for  meat. 

.ut  for  company  :  I  «,y.  "  Tis  merry  in  hall,  when  men  sfng  all." 
fisc.  i  11  promise  you  III  sing  a  song  that  was  lately  made  at 

"^.IT^'k^^'-  ^^  ^''^^  ""'^  »^»'  ^'''h  made  t'he  choice 
songs  of  /;4^  Hunter  in  hts  Career,  and  of  Tom  of  Bedlam,  and  manv 
others  of  note  ;  and  this  that  I  will  sing  is  in  priise  ofTngling       '^ 

wh^will  ."  ?  •'"'"'/^"  ^''  '^'  P"**^  °^  "^  countrynun'!  life: 
wnat  wul  t.ie  reft  sing  of? 

Peter.  I  will  _,romise  you.  I  will  sing  another  song  in  praise  of 
anghng  to-morrow  night ;  for  wc  will  not  part  till  then,  but  fish  to- 
ni<.rrow,  and  .up  together,  and  the  next  day  every  man  leave  fishing. 
ami  fall  to  his  business.  * 

Ven.  'Tis  a  match  ;  and  I  will  provide  you  a  song  or  a  catch 
against  then  too,  which  shall  give  some  addition  of  mirth  to  the 
company  ;  for  we  will  be  civil,  and  as  merry  as  beggars 

tJT'  /•  V*  T^^\  '"y  '"*'^"'  •  '*=**'  ^''="  ^y  g*-*".  a"d  turn  to 

In  sfd  IhougStl       "  "' '°  "''  °"  "*""''=^'  ^"'^  ^  -«  -»y 

cuts.Tnd  a;oi7cormir'°  '^«'"'-     '  ^''"^  '^  "  ^^^  ^°  ^-- 
Peter    It  is  a  match.     Look,  the  shortest  cut  fJIs  to  Coridon. 
Cor.  Well,  then.  I  will  begin,  for  I  hate  contention. 

CORIDON'S  SONG 

OA,  the  sweet  contentment 
The  countryman  doth  find ! 

Heigh  trolallie  lollie  lae^ 

Heigh  troiollie  lollie  lee. 
that  quiet  contemplation 
Possesseih  all  mv  mind  i 

Then  care  away. 

And  wend  along  with  me. 
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Ftr  (turti  art  full  »f  flatttry^ 
At  hath  IM  aft  httn  tritd ; 

Htigh  trtltllii  IMt  /»/,  ttc. 
7he  (ily  full  ef  wantinntis^ 
And  both  art  full  af  pridt  : 

7htn  cart  away,  ttc. 

But,  oh  I   tht  hontst  country  man 
Sptaks  truly  from  hit  htart ; 

Heigh  trolollit  lollit  lot,  ttc. 
His  pride  it  in  his  tillagt. 
Hit  horses  and  his  cart  : 

ThtH  care  away,  ttc. 

Our  clothing  is  ciod  shetpskini. 
Gray  russtt  for  our  wivtt , 

Heigh  trolollit  lollit  lot,  etc. 
*Tss  warmth,  and  not  gay  clothing. 
That  doth  prolong  our  lives  : 

Then  cart  away,  etc. 

The  ploughman,  though  he  labour  hard, 
I'et  on  the  holiday. 

Heigh  trolollit  lollie  lot,  etc. 
No  emperor  so  merrily 
Doth  pass  his  time  away, 

ThtH  care  away,  ttc. 

To  rtcomptnst  our  tillagt. 

The  heavens  afford  us  showers  ; 

Heigh  troloilie  lollie  he,  etc. 
And  for  our  sweet  refreshments 
The  tarth  affords  us  bowtrs ; 

Thtn  care  away,  ttc. 

Tht  cuckoo  and  tht  nightingalt 
Full  mtrrily  do  sing. 

Heigh  trolollit  lollie  lot,  ttc. 
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And  with  tht'ir  p'easant  roundelays 
Bid  welcome  to  the  spring: 
Then  care  away,  etc. 

This  is  not  half  the  happiness 

The  countryman  enjoys; 

Htigh  trolollie  lollie  he,  etc. 

Though  others  think  they  have  as  muchy 

Tet  he  that  says  so  lies : 
Then  come  away,  turn 
Countryman  with  me. — Jo.  Chalkhill. 

Pisc,  Well  sung,  Coridon  ;  this  song  was  sung  with  mettle,  and 
was  choicely  fitted  to  the  occasion  ;  I  shall  love  you  for  it  as  long  as 
I  know  you  ;  I  would  you  were  a  brother  or  the  angle ;  for  a 
companion  that  is  cheerful,  and  free  from  swearing  and  scurrilous 
discoufb^,  is  worth  gold.  I  love  such  mirth  as  does  not  make  friends 
ashamed  to  look  upon  one  another  next  morning  ;  nor  men  (that 
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cannot  well  bear  it)  to  repent  the  money  they  spent  when  they  be 
warmed  with  drink :  and  take  this  for  a  rule,  you  may  pick  out  such 
times,  and  such  companions,  that  you  may  make  yourselves  merrier 
for  a  little  than  a  great  deal  of  money  ;  for,  "  'Tis  the  company  and 
not  .he  charge  that  makes  the  feast  ; "  and  such  a  companion  you 
prove,  I  thank  you  for  it. 

But  I  will  not  compliment  you  out  of  the  debt  that  I  owe  you ; 
and  therefore  I  will  begin  my  song,  and  wish  it  may  be  so  well 
liked. 

THE  ANGLER'S  SONG 

As  inward  Ivut  breeds  outward  tali. 
The  bound  some  praise,  and  some  the  hawk} 
Some,  better  pleased  with  private  sport. 
Use  tennis;   some  a  mistress  court; 

But  these  delights  I  neither  wish 

Nor  envy,  while  I  freely  fish. 

Who  hunts,  doth  ofi  in  danger  ride; 
Who  hawks,  lures  ofi  both  far  and  wide ; 
Who  uses  games,  shall  ofien  prove 
A  loser ;   but  who  falls  in  Ivue 

Is  fettered  in  fond  Cupid's  snare ; 

My  angle  breeds  mt  no  such  care. 

Of  recreation  there  is  none 
So  fret  as  fishing  is  alone ; 
All  other  pastimes  do  no  less 
Than  mind  and  hody  both  possess ; 

My  hand  alone  my  work  can  do. 

So  I  can  fish  and  study  too. 

I  care  not,  1,  to  fish  in  seas — 
Fresh  rivers  best  my  mind  do  please. 
Whose  sweet  calm  course  I  contemplate. 
And  seek  in  life  to  imitate: 

In  civil  bounds  I  fain  would  keep. 

And  for  my  past  offences  weep. 
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And  when  the  timo'-ous  trout  I  wait 
To  taie,  and  he  devours  my  baity 
How  poor  a  things  sometimes  I  findy 
IVill  captivate  a  greedy  mind; 

And  when  none  bite,  I  praise  the  wise. 

Whom  vain  allurements  ne^er  surprise. 

But  yet,  though  while  I  fish  I  fast, 
I  make  good  fortune  my  repast; 
And  thereunto  my  friend  invite. 
In  whom  I  more  than  that  delight : 

IVho  is  more  welcome  to  my  dish 

Than  to  my  angle  was  my  fish. 

As  well  content  no  prize  to  take. 
As  use  of  taken  prize  to  make  : 
For  so  ou^  Lord  was  pleased,  when 
He  fishers  made  fishers  of  men ; 

Where  (which  is  in  no  other  game) 

A  man  may  fish  and  praise  His  name. 

The  first  men  that  our  Saviour  dear 
Did  choose  to  wait  upon  Him  here. 
Blessed  fishers  were,  and  fish  the  last 
Food  was  that  He  on  earth  did  taste: 

I  therefore  strive  to  follow  those 

Whom  He  to  follow  Him  hath  chose. 

Cor.  Well  sung,  brother,  you  have  paid  your  debt  in  good  coin. 
We  anglers  are  all  beholden  to  the  good  man  that  made  this  song  : 
come,  hostess,  give  us  more  ale,  and  let's  drink  to  him. 

And  now  let's  every  one  go  to  bed,  that  we  may  rise  early  :  but 
first  let's  pay  our  reckoning,  for  I  will  have  nothing  to  hinder  me  m 
the  morning,  for  my  purpose  is  to  prevent  the  sun-rismg. 

Peter.  A  match.  Come,  Coridon,  you  are  to  be  my  bedfellow. 
I  know,  brother,  you  and  your  scholar  will  lie  together.  But  where 
shall  we  meet  to-morrow  night  ?  for  my  friend  Coridon  and  I  will  go 
up  the  water  towards  Ware. 
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Pisc.  And  m)r  scholar  an  i  I  will  go  down  towards  Waltham. 

Cor.  Then  let's  meet  here,  for  here  are  fresh  sheets  that  smell  or 
lavender  ;  and  I  am  sure  we  cannot  expect  better  meat  or  better  usage 
m  any  place.  ^ 

Peter.  'Tis  a  match.  Good  night  to  everybody. 
Pisc.  And  so  say  I. 
Ven.  And  so  say  I. 


.■«t 


,1 


102 


Mi 


m 


The  Compleat  Angler 


fgvKm 


|ISC.  Good-morrow,  good  hostess ;  1  see  my 
brother  Peter  is  still  in  bed  :  come,  give  my 
scholar  and  me  a  morning  drink,  and  a  bit  of 
meat  to  breakfast;  and  be  sure  to  get  a  good 
dish  of  meat  or  two  against  supper,  for  we  shall 
come  home  as  hungry  as  hawks.  Come,  scholar, 
let's  be  going. 

Ven.  Well  now,  good  master,  as  we  walk  towards  the  river  give 
me  direction,  according  to  your  promise,  how  I  sball  fish  for  a  trout. 
Pisc.  My  honest  scholar,  I  will  take  this  very  convenient  oppor- 
tunity to  do  it. 

The  trout  is  usually  caught  with  a  worm  or  a  minnow  (which 
some  call  a  penk)  or  with  a  fly,  viz.,  either  a  natural  or  an  artificial 
fly  :  concerning  which  three  I  will  give  you  some  observations  and 
directions. 

And,  first,  for  worms  :  of  these  there  be  very  many  sorts  :  some 
breed  only  in  the  earth,  as  the  earth-worm  ;  others  of  or  amongst 
plants,  as  the  dung-worm  ;  and  others  breed  either  out  of  excre- 
ments, or  in  the  bodies  of  living  creatures,  as  in  the  horns  of  sheep 
or  deer  ;  or  some  of  dead  flesh,  as  the  maggot  or  gentle,  and  others. 
Now  these  be  most  of  them  particularly  good  for  particular  fishes  : 
but  for  the  trout,  the  dew-worm  (which  some  also  call  the  lob-worm) 
and  the  brandling  are  the  chief ;  and  especially  the  first  for  a  great 
trout,  and  the  latter  for  a  less-  There  be  also  of  lob-worms  some 
called  squirrel-tails  (a  worm  that  has  a  red  head,  a  streak  down  the 
back,  and  a  broad  tail)  which  are  noted  to  be  the  best,  because  they 
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are  the  toughest  and  most  lively,  and  live  longest  in  the  water  :  for 
you  are  to  know  that  a  dead  worm  is  but  a  dead  bait,  and  like  to 
catch  nothing,  compared  to  a  lively,  quick,  stirring  worm  :  and  for 
a  brandling,  ne  is  usually  found  in  an  old  dunghill,  or  some  very 
rotten  place  near  to  it :  but  most  usually  in  cow-dung,  or  hog's 
dung,  rather  than  horse-dung,  which  is  somewhat  too  hot  and  dry 
for  that  worm.  But  the  best  of  them  are  to  be  found  in  the  bark 
of  the  tanners,  which  they  cast  up  in  heaps  after  they  have  used  it 
about  their  leather. 

There  a  2  also  divers  other  kinds  of  worms,  which  for  colour  and 
shape  alter  even  as  the  ground  out  of  which  they  are  got ;  as  the 
marsh-worm,  the  tag-tail,  the  flag-worm,  the  dock-worm,  the  oak- 
worm,  the  gilt-tail,  the  twachel,  or  lob-worm,  which  of  all  others  is 
the  most  excellent  bait  for  a  salmon  ;  and  too  many  to  name,  even 
as  many  sorts  as  some  think  there  be  of  several  herbs  or  shrubs,  or 
of  several  kinds  of  birds  in  the  air ;  of  which  I  shall  say  no  more, 
but  tell  you  that  what  worms  soever  you  fish  with  are  the  better  for 
being  well  scoured,  that  is,  long  kept  before  *hey  be  used  :  and  in 
case  you  have  not  been  so  provident,  then  the  way  to  cleanse  and 
scour  them  quickly  is  to  put  them  ^11  night  in  water,  if  they  be  lob- 
worms, and  then  put  them  into  your  bag  with  fennel.     But  you 
must  not  put  your  brandlings  above  an  hour  in  water,  and  then  put 
them  into  fennel,  for  sudden  use  :  but  if  you  have  time,  and  purpose 
to  keep  them  long,  then  they  be  best  preserved  in  an  earthen  pot, 
with  good  store  of  moss,  which  is  to  be  fresh  every  three  or  four 
days  m   ,ummer,  and  every  week  or  eight  days  in  winter ;  or,  at 
least,  t*  ;  moss  taken  from  them  and  clean  washed,  and  wrung  be- 
twixt your  hands  till  it  be  dry,  and  then  put  it  to  them  again.     And 
when  your  worms,  especially  the  brandling,  begins  to  be   :ick  and 
lose  of  his  bigness,  then  you  may  recover  him  by  putting  a  little 
milk  or  cream  (about  a  spoonful  in  a  day)  into  them,  by  drops  on 
the  moss ;  and  if  there  be  added  to  the  cream  an  egg  beaten  and 
boiled  in  it,  then  it  will  both  fatten  and  preserve  them  long.     And 
note,  that  when  the  knot,  which  is  near  to  the  middle  of  the  brand- 
ling, begins  to  swell,  then  he  is  sick  ;  and,  if  he  be  not  well  looked 
to,  is  near  dying.     And  for  moss,  you  are  to  note,  that  there  be 
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divers  kinds  of  it,  which  I  could  name  to  you,  but  I  will  only  tell 
you  that  that  which  is  likest  a  buck's-horn  is  the  best,  except  it  be 
soft  white  moss,  which  grows  on  some  heaths,  and  is  hard  to  be 
found.  And  note,  that  in  a  very  dry  tin  when  you  are  put  to  an 
extremity  for  worms,  walnut-tree  leaves  squeezed  into  water,  or  salt 
in  water,  to'  make  it  bitter  or  salt,  and  then  that  water  poured  on  the 
ground,  where  you  shall  see  worms  are  used  to  rise  in  the  night,  will 
make  them  to  appear  above  ground  presently.  And  you  may  take 
notice,  some  say  that  camphor,  put  into  your  bag  with  your  moss 
and  worms,  gives  them  a  strong  -  nd  so  tempting  a  smell,  that  the 
fish  fare  the  worse  and  you  the  uetter  for  it. 

And  now  I  shall  show  you  how  to  bait  your  hook  with  a  worm, 
so  as  shall  prevent  you  from  much  trouble,  and  the  loss  of  many  a 
hook  too,  when  you  fish  for  a  trout  with  a  running-line,  that  is  to 
say,  when  you  fish  for  him  by  hand  at  the  ground  :  I  will  direct  you 
in  this  as  plainly  as  I  can,  that  you  may  not  mistake. 

Suppose  it  he  a  big  lob-worm,  put  your  hook  into  him  somewhat 
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above  the  middle,  and  out  again  a  little  below  the  middle  ;  having 
so  done,  draw  your  worm  above  the  arming  of  your  hook  :  but  note 
that  at  the  entering  of  your  hook  it  must  not  be  at  the  head-end  of 
the  worm,  but  at  tne  tail-end  of  him,  that  the  point  of  your  hook 
may  come  out  toward  the  head-end,  and  having  drawn  him  above 
the  arming  of  }  our  hook,  then  put  the  point  of  your  hook  again 
into  the  very  head  of  the  worm,  till  it  come  near  to  the  place  where 
the  point  of  the  hook  first  came  out  :  and  then  draw  back  that  part 
of  the  worm  that  was  above  the  shank  or  arming  of  your  hook,  and 
so  fish  with  it.  And  if  you  mean  to  fish  with  two  worms,  then  put 
the  second  on  before  you  turn  back  the  hook's-head  of  the  first 
worm  :  you  cannot  lose  above  two  or  three  worms  before  you  attain 
to  what  I  direct  you  ;  and  having  attained  it,  you  will  find  it  very 
useful,  and  thank  mo  for  it,  for  you  will  run  on  the  ground  without 
tangling. 

Now  for  the  Minnow  or  Penk  :  he  is  not  easily  found  and  caught 
till  March,  or  in  April,  for  then  he  appears  first  in  the  river  ;  nature 
having  taught  him  to  shelter  and  hide  himself,  in  the  winter,  in 
ditches  that  be  near  to  the  river  ;  and  there  both  to  hide,  and  keep 
himself  warm,  in  the  mud,  or  in  ♦■^'e  weeds,  which  rot  not  so  soon  as 
in  a  running  river,  in  which  place  if  he  were  in  winter,  the  dis- 
tempered floods  that  are  usually  in  that  season  would  sufltr  him  to 
take  no  rest,  but  carry  him  headlong  to  mills  and  weirs,  to  his 
confusion.  And  of  these  minnows  ;  first  you  are  to  know  that  the 
biggest  size  is  not  the  best  r  and  next,  that  the  middle  size  and  the 
whitest  are  the  best  ;  and  then  you  are  to  know,  that  your  minnow 
rust  be  so  put  on  your  hook,  that  it  must  turn  round  when  'tis 
drawn  against  the  stream  ;  and,  that  it  may  turn  nimbly,  you  must 
put  it  on  a  big-sized  hook,  as  I  shall  now  direct  you,  which  is  thus : 
put  your  hook  in  at  his  mouth,  and  out  at  his  gill  ;  then,  having 
drawn  your  hook  two  or  three  inches  beyond  or  through  his  gill, 
put  it  again  into  his  mouth,  and  the  point  and  beard  out  at  his  tail  ; 
and  then  tie  the  hook  and  his  tail  about,  very  neatly,  with  a  white 
thread,  which  will  make  it  the  apter  to  turn  quick  in  the  water:  that 
done,  pull  back  that  part  of  your  line  which  was  slack  when  you  did 
put  your  hook  into  the  minnow  the  second  time  ;  I  say,  pull  that 
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part  of  your  line  bac!.,  so  that  it  shall  fasten  t?^-  head,  so  that  the 
body  of  the  minnow  shall  be  almost  straight  on  your  hook  :  this 
done,  try  how  it  will  turn,  by  drawing  it  across  the  water  or  against 
the  stream  ;  and  if  it  do  not  turn  nimbly,  then  t\irn  the  tail  a  little 
to  the  right  or  left  hand,  and  try  again,  till  it  turn  quick  ;  'or  if 
not,  you  are  in  danger  to  catch  nothing  :  for  know,  that  it  is 
impossible  that  it  should  turn  too  quick  ;  and  you  are  yet  to 
know,  that  in  case  you  want  a  minnow,  then  a  small  loach  or  a 
stickle-bag,  or  any  other  small  fish  that  will  turn  quick,  will 
serve  as  well :  and  you  are  yet  to  know,  that  you  may  salt  them,  and 
by  that  means  keep  them  ready  and  fit  for  use  three  or  four  days  or 
longer  ;  and  that  of  salt,  bay-salt  is  the  best. 

And  here  let  me  tell  you,  what  many  old  anglers  know  right  well, 
that  at  some  times,  and  in  some  waters,  a  minnow  is  not  to  be  got ; 
and  therefore  let  me  tell  you,  I  have  (which  I  will  show  you)  an 
artificial  minnow,  that  will  catch  a  trout  as  well  as  an  artificial  fly, 
and  it  wis  made  by  a  handsome  woman  that  had  a  fine  hand,  and  a 
live  minnow  lying  by  her  :  the  mould  or  body  of  the  minnow  was 
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cloth,  and  wrought  upon  or  over  it  thus  with  a  needle  :  the  back  of 
it  with  very  sad  French  green  silk,  the  paler  green  silk  towards  the 
belly,  shadowed  as  perfectly  as  you  can  imagine,  just  as  you  see  a 
minnow  ;  the  belly  was  wrought  also  with  a  necillc,  and  it  was  a  part 
of  it  white  silk,  and  another  par  of  it  with  silver  thread  ;  the  tail 
and  fins  were  af  a  quill  which  was  shaven  thin  ;  the  eyes  Wv-re  wo 
little  black  beads,  and  the  head  was  so  shadowed,  and  all  of  it  so 
curiously  wrought,  and  so  exactly  dissembled  that  it  wor.ld  beguile 
any  sharp-sighted  trout  in  a  swift  stream.  And  this  minnow  1  will 
now  show  you  ;  lf)ok,  here  it  is,  and,  if  you  like  it,  lend  it  you,  to 
have  two  or  thret:  made  by  it  ;  for  they  be  easily  carried  about  an 
angler,  and  be  of  excellent  use;  for  note,  that  a  large  trout  will  come 
as  fiercely  at  a  minnow  as  the  highest  mettled  hawk  doth  seize  on  a 

Cartridge,  or  a  greyhound  on  a  hare.  I  have  been  told  that  a 
undred  and  sixty  minnows  have  been  found  in  a  trout's  belly  ; 
either  the  trout  had  devoured  so  many,  or  the  miller  that  gave  it  to 
a  friend  of  mine  had  forced  them  down  his  throat  after  he  had  taken 
him. 

Now  for  flies,  which  is  the  third  b;iit  wherewith  trouts  are  usually 
taken.  You  are  to  know  that  there  are  so  many  sorts  of  flies  as 
there  be  of  fruits  :  I  will  name  you  but  some  of  them  ;  as  the  dun- 
fly,  the  stone-fly,  the  red-fly,  the  moor-fly,  the  tawny-fly,  the  shell 
fly,  the  cloudy  or  blackish-fly,  the  flag-fly,  the  vim. -fly  ;  there  be  of 
flies,  caterpillars,  and  canker-flies,  and  bear-flies  ;  and  indeed  too 
many  either  for  me  to  name,  or  for  you  to  lemember  :  and  their 
breeding  is  so  various  and  wonderful,  that  I  might  easily  amaze 
myself,  and  tire  you  in  a  relation  of  them. 

And,  yet,  I  will  exercise  your  promised  patience  by  saying  a  little  of 
the  caterpillar,  or  the  palmer-fly  or  worm  ;  that  by  them  you  may  guess 
what  a  work  it  were,  in  a  discourse,  but  to  run  over  those  very  many 
flies,  worms,  and  little  living  creatures  with  which  the  sun  and  summer 
adorn  and  beautify  the  river -banks  and  meadows,  both  for  the  recrea- 
tion and  contemplation  of  us  anglers  ;  pleasures  which,  I  think,  I 
myself  enjoy  more  than  any  other  man  that  is  not  of  my  profession. 

Pliny  holds  an  opinion  that  many  have  their  birth  or  being  from 
a  dew  that  in  the  spring  falls  from  the  leaves  of  trees  ;  and  that  some 
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)ZtfK  rV''  ^'""'  f  ^''"^^  '^'^^  "P'»"  ^^'^^  «^  flowers  ;  and  ..thm 
from  a  dew  left  upon  colcworts  .,r  cabbages  :  all  which  k  nd-<f  d  w^ 
bcMng  th.ckencd  and  condensed,  are  by  L  sun's  gencTative  t  m.« 
oi  them  hatched,  and  .n  three  days  made  living  creatures  J  thl 
of  several  shapes  and  colours  ;  some  being  hard  a  d  ou^h  on^ 
.mcK>th  and  soft ;  some  are  horned  in  their  head,  so^-  in  ttir  taT 
some  have  none  ;  some  have  hair,  some  none  some  have  xteen 
feet  sonje  less,  and  some  have  n..ne  :  but  (as  our  Topsd  h„h  v  ith 
great  d.hgence  observed)   those   whicF    have  none  Ivl  uion  the 

wa'mofrL's    '""•^'?"^  "^"'i^"  ^-'"S  not   urWikeT  the 
waves  of  the  sea.     Some  of  th.         c  also  observes,  to  be  bred  of  the 

neck,  and  two  n.ar  the  tail.     It^as  To  and  on  a  hedge  of  privet  and 

o7;  ittVu'Tit"'  ^^T^  '"?^  '^'''  ^"'^  ^  'ittfeMK  two 
or  privet  pu  -  to  It.  on  w.i.ch  I  saw  ,t  ued  as  sharply  as  a  dog  cnaws 

a  bone  ;  .t  l.ved  thus  five  or  six  days,  and  thrived  and  chanlfd  the 

CO  our  two  or  three  tmies  ;  but  by  some  neglect  in  the  kee^r  of  it 

.t  then  d,ed.  and  did  not  turn  to  a  fly     but  if  it  had  Sit  hid 

doubtless  turned  to  one  of  those  flies  t/  .t  some  call  flils  of  nrev 

which  those  that  walk  by  t'.e  rivers  ma^,  in  summer  see  fasten  o'^' 

smaller  fl.es.  and.  I  think,  make  them  th.iV  fcxl      A^d  'tis  obLv" 

able,  that  as  there  be  these  flies  of  pre^ .  which  be  very  large    so 

h.re  be  others^  very  littk,  created.  I  think,  only  to  feed 'them  and 

oreed  out  of  I  know  not  what  ;  wh  se  life,  they  say,  nature  inS'nded 

rs.rral.^"en^!"^  '  '-'  '-'  ''-'  '''  ''  ''-"'''^  shon'TrrotS 
It  IS  needless  to  tell  you  v/hat  the  curious  searchers  into  nature's 
productions  have  observed  of  these  worms  and  flies  but  yet  I  shal 
tell  you  what  Aldrovandus.  our  Topsel,  and  others  say  of  the 
palmer-worm,  or  caterpillar,  that  whereas  others  content  themselves 
to  feed  on  particular  herbs  or  leaves  (for  most  'hir.k  thoS  very 
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leaves  that  gave  them  life  and  shape  give  them  a  particular  feeding 
and  nourishment,  and  that  upon  them  they  usually  abide)  yet  he 
observes  that  this  is  called  a  pilgrim,  or  palmer-worm,  for  his  very 
wandering  life  and  various  food  :  not  contenting  himself,  as  others 
do,  with  any  one  certain  place  for  his  abode,  nor  any  certain  kind  of 
hfirb  or  flower  for  his  feeding,  but  will  boldly  and  disorderly  wander 
up  and  down,  and  not  endure  to  be  kept  to  a  diet,  or  fixed  to  a 
particular  place. 

Nay,  the  very  colours  of  caterpillars  are,  as  one  has  observed, 
very  elegant  and  beautiful.  I  shall  (for  a  taste  of  the  rest)  describe 
one  of  them  ;  which  I  will,  some  time  the  next  month,  show  you 
feeding  on  a  willow-tree  ;  and  you  shall  find  him  punctually  to 
answer  this  very  description  :  his  lips  and  mouth  somewhat  yellow  ; 
his  eyes  black  as  jet  ;  his  forehead  purple  ;  his  feet  and  hinder  parts 
green  ;  his  tail  two-forked  and  black  ;  the  whole  body  stained  with 
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i     l"!  "I?  "'"''  •*'■">■  •"  ««  "hole  body.     And  It  is    o  m^ 

.otrwintr  riTo"  r  *''  T'"'""  T-- » -%" 

cr..«^    ..11   ?  r         ^  covered  over  w.th  a  strange  shell  or 

severfl  kinds  of  flC!f   ' /"'^'  ''  '''^"'  "^  '"^'^'"^'  '''"^s  turn  to  be 

r^fl^::t^J^-:zZX'  '°"^^""^'  '^ '''-  -'--- 

what  I  have  saS   renMl    T'  ^  '^""  ^^"^  ^  ^'"'^  confirmation  of 
wnat  I  nave  said,  repeat  the  observation  of  Du  Bartas. 

God,  not  contented  to  each  kind  to  give, 

And  to  infuse  the  virtue  generative. 

By  His  zvise  pnver  made  many  creatures  breed 

Uf  lifeless  bodies,  without  I'enus'  deed. 

So  the  cold  humour  breeds  the  salamander, 

IVho    in  effect  like  to  her  birth's  commander, 

mth  child  with  hundred  winters,  with  her  touch 

^uencheth  the  fire,  though  glnving  neW  so  much. 

So  in  the  fire,  in     urning  furnace  springs 

Thejly  Perausta,  with  the  flaming  wings- 
mthout  the  fire  it  dies,  in  it  it  joys. 
Living  in  that  which  all  things  else'  destroys. 
So  slow  Bootes  underneath  him  sees. 
In  th'  icy  islands,  goslings  hatcl/d  \f  trees, 
IVhose  fnrful  leaves,  falling  into  the  water 
Are  turn\i  {'tis  hiown)  to  living  f^U  soon  after. 
So  rotten  planks  of  I.  ^oken  ships  do  change 
To  barnacles.     O  transformation  strange  ' 
'Twos  first  a  green  tree,  then  a  broken  hull. 
Lately  a  mushroom,  now  a  flying  gull. 
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Ven.  O  my  good  master,  this  morning-walk  has  been  spent  to 
my  great  pleasure  and  wonder  :  but  I  pray,  when  shall  I  have  your 
direction  how  to  make  artificial  flies,  like  to  those  that  the  trout 
loves  best,  and  also  how  to  use  them  ? 

Pisc.  My  honest  scholar,  it  is  now  past  five  of  the  clock,  we  will 
fish  till  nine,  and  then  go  to  breakfast.  Go  you  to  yon  sycamore- 
tree  and  hide  your  bottle  of  drink  under  the  hollow  root  of  it ;  for 
about  that  time,  and  in  that  place,  we  will  make  a  brave  breakfast 
with  a  piece  of  powdered  beef,  and  a  radish  or  two  that  I  have  in 
my  fish-bag  ;  we  shall,  I  warrant  you,  make  a  good,  honest,  whole- 
some, hungry  breakfast,  and  I  will  then  give  you  direction  for  the 
making  and  using  of  your  flies  ;  and  in  the  meantime  there  is  your 
rod,  and  line,  and  my  advice  is,  that  you  fish  as  you  see  me  do,  and 
let's  try  which  can  catch  the  first  fish. 

Ven.  I  thank  you,  master,  I  will  observe  and  practise  your  direc- 
tion as  far  as  I  am  able. 

Pisc.  Look  you,  scholar,  you  see  I  have  hold  of  a  good  fish  : 
I  now  see  it  is  a  trout,  I  pray  put  that  net  under  him,  and  touch 
not  my  line,  for  if  you  do,  then  we  break  all.  Well  done,  scholar, 
I  thank  you. 

Now  for  another.  Trust  me,  I  have  another  bite  :  come,  scholar, 
come  lay  down  your  rod,  and  help  me  to  land  this  as  you  did  the 
other.     So  now  we  shall  be  sure  to  have  a  good  dish  of  fish  for  supper. 

Ven.  I  am  glad  of  that ;  but  I  have  no  fortune  :  sure,  master, 
yours  is  a  better  rod  and  better  tackling. 

Pisc.  Nay,  then,  take  mine,  and  I  will  fisl-.  with  yours.  Look 
you,  scholar,  I  have  another.  Come,  do  as  you  did  before.  And  now 
I  have  a  bite  at  another.  Oh  me  !  he  has  broke  all  :  there's  half  a 
line  and  a  good  hook  lost. 

Ven.  Ay,  and  a  good  trout  too. 

Pisc.  Nay,  the  trout  is  not  lost  ;  for  pray  take  notice,  no  man 
can  lose  what  he  never  had. 

Ven.  Master,  I  can  neither  catch  with  the  first  nor  second  angle  : 
I  have  no  fortune. 

Pisc.  Look  you,  scholar,  I  have  yet  another.  And  now,  having 
caught  three  brace  of  trouts,  I  will  tell  you  a  short  tale  as  we  walk 
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towards  our  breakfast.     A  scholar  (a  preacher  I  should  say)  that 
was  to  preach  to  procure  the  approbation  of  a  parish,  that  he  might 
be   heir  lecturer,  had  got  from  his  fellow  pupil  The  copy  of  a  sernfon 
that  was  first  preached  with  great  commendation  by  him  that  com- 
posed It  :  and  though  the  borrower  of  it  preached  it,  word  for  word 
as  It  was  at  first,  yet  it  was  utterly  disliked  as  it  was  preached  by  the 
second  to  his  congregation  :  which  the  sermon-borrower  complained 
ah  ^'^"'^'^'■^^'t  ;  ^"d  thus  was  answered  :  "  I  lent  you,  indeed 
my  fiddle,  but  not  my  fiddlestick  ;  for  you  are  to  know  that  everJ 
one  cannot  make  music  with  my  words,  which  are  fitted  to  my  own 
mouth.       And  so,  my  scholar,  you  are  to  know,  that  as  the  ill 
pronunciation  or  ill  accenting  of  words  i„  a  sermon  spoils  it,  sc  the 
li   carnage  of  your  line,  or  not  fishing  even  to  a  foot  in   a  right 
place,  makes  you  lose  your  labour:  and   you  are  to  know,  that 
though  you  have  my  fiddle,  that  is.  my  very  rod  and  tacklings  with 
which  you  see  I  catch  fish,  yet  you  have  not  my  fiddlestick,  that  is 
you  yet  have  not  skill  to  know  how  to  carry  your  hand  and  line  or 
how  to  guide  ,t  to  a  right  place  :  and  this  must  be  taught  you  (for 
you  are  to  remember.  I  told  you  angling  is  an  art)  either  by  practice 
or  a  long  observation,  or  both.     But  take  this  for  a  rule,  when  you 

mn  T  ^^T^  "'•I?/  T™'  '"'  y^"*"  ''"^  have  so  much,  and  not 
more  lead  than  will  fit  the  stream  in  which  you  fish  ;  that  is  to  say. 
more  in  a  great  troublesome  stream  than  in  a  smaller  that  is  quieter  • 
as  near  as  may  be.  so  much  as  will  sink  the  bait  to  the  bottom,  and 
keep  It  still  in  motion,  and  not  more. 

But  now  let's  say  grace  and  fall   to  breakfast  :    what  say  you 
scholar,  to  the  providence  of  an  old  angler  >.     Does  not  this  meat 
taste  well .?  and  was  not  this  place  well  chosen  to  eat  it  >  for  this 
sycamore-tree  will  shade  us  from  the  sun's  heat. 

Ven.  All  excellent  good,  and  my  stomach  c  cellent  good  too 
And  now  I  remember  and  find  that  true  which  devout  Lessius  says  • 
Ihat  poor  men  and  those  that  fast  often,  have  much  more 
pleasure  in  eating  than  rich  men  and  gluttons,  that  always  feed  before 
their  stomachs  are  empty  of  their  last  meat,  and  call  for  more  •  for 
by  that  means  they  rob  themselves  of  that  pleasure  that  hunger  brings 
to  poor  men.       And  I  do  seriously  approve  of  that  saying  of  yours 
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"  that  you  would  rather  be  a  civil,  well-governed,  well-grounded, 
temperate,  poor  angler  than  a  drunken  lord."  But  I  hope  there  is 
none  such  ;  however,  I  am  certain  of  this,  that  I  have  been  at  very 
many  costly  dinners  that  have  not  afforded  me  half  the  content  that 
this  has  done,  for  which  I  thank  God  and  you. 

And  now,  good  master,  proceed  to  your  promised  direction  for 
making  and  ordering  my  artificial  fly. 

Pisc.  My  honest  scholar,  I  will  do  it ;  for  it  is  a  debt  due  unto 
you  by  my  promise  :  and  because  you  shall  not  think  yourself  more 
engaged  to  me  tuan  indeed  you  really  are,  I  will  freely  give  you 
such  directions  as  were  lately  given  to  me  by  an  ingenious  brother 
of  the  angle,  an  honest  man  and  a  most  excellent  fly-fisher. 

You  are  to  note,  that  there  are  twelve  kinds  of  artificially  made 
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ttV«est t'as^'^r  '^"  'T  '^  ^^^  ^^^^'■-  ^"^^'  ^y  ^he  way.  that 
the  wll  '^  ".'1"^"  '^"^  ''  '"  '''  blustering  windy  dayi  when 

upon  hem'^Th  T''''^t'''\  ^'^^."^■^""'  ^^  '^-"°^  beLnrorrest 
dSn  wool  thJ  •  "  '%*^l'i""-%.  i"  March  :  the  body  is  .^ade  of 
another  jj„'J:  ."^Jh^';  1  ''?\fT'^S''f  ^^^^'^'^'•^-  ^h^  ^-'^^"d  is 
the  bl/rlfT  '/.  ^'^  "'^y  °^  ^^^""^  ^"°'  '  ^"'l  the  wings  made  of 
fhL  •  u  ^^''*''  ^*'^'^''"''  ^"'^  o^  the  feathers  under  his  tail  The 
th  rd  .3  jhe  stone-fly,  in  A:  il  :    the  body  is  made  of  black  wool  • 

th  tirJ  7f  tJe'd  t  "'"K  ^"/  ""u'^.^^  ^^^  ^^'''  -'^  so  "ade  wi  h 
n;L    f^^^  ,  '^?^^-      ^he  fourth  is  the  ruddy-fly,  in  the  bemn- 

of  aVed  inon  dt  '.''"k  .'^'  ^r^^■°^  *^^  '^'•^'^^'  ^'^^  the  feathers 
The  fifth  Ts  the  V  I,'"''''^  ^'"^  ^f  |''"S  °"  h'«  ^'des  next  to  the  tail, 
made  nf      fi         ^    ?^  or  greenish  fly  (in  May  likewise)  :  the  body 

^r ti'  C'T'  '■  ri'^l  T^'  ""'"^^  ^^''^^  ^^d  cock's  hackt 
black  wool  .hhT  '^^^t'^'^'^'^lfly.  i"  May  also  :  the  body  made  of 
Diack  wool,  and  lapped  about  with  the  herle  of  a  peacock's  tail  •  the 

rn"i?:he:d"''^^h'^'^  ^t  °^  't^^  "p°"'  -'^  hSirt^ha 

is  made  of  hi.X  'T^'V'  '^'  rT'^  yellow-fly,  in  June  :  the  body 
wi^i  taken  off  T  '-""'^  ^  ^'^^^  ''^'  ^"  "*'^^'-  ^'^^  '  -"^  the 
hemD      Th  uu  ^'"^u   °^  ^  ^"""'■'^'  ^°""^  ^'^h  black  braked 

HshJnnl  ''^i.J'  '^'  '""^"^h-fly:    made  with  the    body  of 
The  ninr°  ;.'"'^  '^'  T^'  '""'^^  °^*he  blackish  mail  of  the  drake. 
The  ninth  is  the  tawnyfly,  good  until  the  middle  of  June-  the  body 
made  of  tawny  wool,  the  wings  made  contrary,  one  aglinst  the  other 
made  of  he  whitish  mail  of  the  wild  drake.     The  tenth    s  the  wasn 
fly.  m  July  :  the  body  made  of  black  wool,  lapped  about  with  yd  ?; 

The'elevenThT  T'^'ui'^  ^'''^J'  "^^^^  ^'^^''  ^^^  ^he  buzzard 
Ihe  eleventh  IS  the  shell  fly,  good  in  mid-July  :  the  body  made  of 

greenish  wool   hpped  about  with  th.  herle  of\  peacock's  tTand 

drLTSf  r'd  •''  ^  ""^^  f  ^t  ';-'"^'-'^-  The  Lifth  is  the  d  rk 
abS  wK,.i    -t"^".'.'  =  '^'  ^"^y  '"^de  with  black  wool,  lapped 

drake  w  th  M  Tu'  ^J'  'T3'  Y'  '"^'^^  ^'^^  ^^e  mail  of  the  black 
drake,  with  a  black  head.  Thus  have  you  a  jury  of  flies  likely  to 
betray  and  condemn  all  the  trouts  in  the  river  ^ 

1  shall  next  give  you  some  other  directions  for  fly  fishing,  such  as 
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are  given  by  Mr.  Thomas  Barker,  a  gentleman  that  hath  spent  much 
time  in  fishing  ;  but  I  shall  do  it  with  a  little  variation. 

First,  let  your  rod  be  light,  and  very  gentle  ;  I  take  the  best  to  be 
of  two  pieces  :  and  let  not  your  line  exceed,  (especially  for  three  or 
four  links  next  to  the  hook,)  I  say,  not  exceea  three  or  four  hairs  at 
the  most,  though  you  may  fish  a  little  stronger  above,  in  the  upper 
part  of  your  line  ;  but  if  you  can  attain  to  angle  with  one  hair,  you 
shall  have  more  rises,  and  catch  more  fish.  Now  you  must  be  sure 
not  to  cumber  yourself  with  too  long  a  line,  as  most  do.  And 
before  you  begin  to  angle,  cast  to  have  the  wind  on  your  back  ;  and 
the  sun,  if  it  shines,  to  be  before  you  ;  and  to  fish  down  the  stream  ; 
and  carry  the  point  or  top  of  your  rod  downward,  by  which  means, 
the  shadow  of  yourself  and  rod  too  will  be  least  offensive  to  the  fish; 
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S^;';:?  ^^x^^^:^  ^^^  «^^'  -^  ^p«i'^  your  spo.-or 

vvindv  or  cloudy  the  best  fi^h^  •  ■  u  T^^^'^''  ^^"  '^''*'"'^'  o"-  ^  "ttle 
I  last  spoke  to  yon  iT^S\Z:t  '^"^  T'"]^'-"'-"^.  of  which 
least  of  drivers  colons';  th  sc  „d  t-  M  a  v  fl  '^'T  '•"'^^'  "''  ^^ 
fly-angling,  which  are  \o  be  thus  m.de     ^     ^  "'  '^'^  ^^'""""'^  "^  ^" 

then"k/;irsTssr  aXutT'  ^^'!;  t  '^"^  '^  ^^^  '^'^^  "^  ^^ 
as  in  your  ow  1  r^son  will^""^   ^"^  '  /°''"  '"'"^'"'^'^  ^""^'^^'^ 

regar/to  the  big^ ^li't'tlTnt      ^rh^/.  '[hJ^^tr^  ^"^^ 

three  .>r  four  tinS  about  T  hn  f  '•  ?"'^u'''"'"S  '^""'^  «"'  ^^ip  it 
your  hook  was^rLd  Ld  h-  ^'^^'^\^^'"«  ^^'^  with  which 
hackle  of  a  cock  o^c Wsl^r  ^^  ""f '  '^  ''''^  ^^^^'  ^^^e  the 
better;  take  off  the  Se  of  tL^f '.f '''''') '^P' ^^^''^'^ '^  "«"^"y 
silk,  or  crewel,  gol^o  s  Iver Ihrei  T  ""'t  '^T  '"^^  '^^  tackle, 
the  hook,  tha  1  to  sav  below  '  '"''''  '^'''  ^"'^  ^^  ^^^  ^ent  of 
the  hacki;,  the  s  v  r  or Lm  threS"'  T"''  >'  •''^'"  ^^^  "^"^^  ^^^e 
shifting  or  still  removb/vou    W  '"'"■''  '*  "'^  '°  ^^^^  ^'"g^' 

hook;\nd  still  Z^^ri.l^^Zo:'':':  ^"'■Vh-i"^  ^bout  tie 
what  materials  soever  v!u  Lke  vn -5  /T"'.- '''''  P""'  g^^^'  O"" 
and  if  you  find  thevdo  so  Xn  T  ^  ""^i  ^"^  ^'"  '"'g'^*  ^"^  neatly; 
all  fast'and  thl  wo'rk  yru^tckllt"  trh^r^'^^  ^'^^^^'^'  '"^^^ 
and  then  with  a  needle  or  n.n  div^F   ?.,  '•'"'^  "'"^^  '^=^^  ^^^^  ^ 

with  the  arming  silk  whin  it^  aho  I  '  ""u^  '"'^  ^^°'  ^"^  then 

then  with  your^thumb  yZ  mtZ"T"^"  ^T^ '>''  "'"g^'  ^^ 
the  bent  of  the  hook  and  then  wol  thr  P°'"'  ."'^  ^^e  feather  towards 
shank  of  the  hook  and  tJnT-  u  "'  """  ^*'"''  *'"^^s  about  the 
and  to  yoir  Jikbt  fefen  ^"P°"""'  ^"^  '^  ^^'  ^^  "-^ 

capls;'s t:^rrfly7el'^?r^  r'^  ^-'-^--^^  ^ '-'' 

practice,  will  help  an  ingeniou   anekr  in  a  Ini' H  '^'''  ^'''^  ^  ^'"'^ 
a  fly  made  by  an^artist  t  .C^.i:^:"^^  ^o^^k^  t 
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And  then  an  ingenious  angler  may  walk  by  the  river  and  mark  what 
flies  fall  on  the  water  that  day,  and  catch  one  of  them,  if  he  sees  the 
trouts  leap  at  a  fly  of  that  kind ;  and  then  having  always  hooks 
ready  hung  with  him,  and  having  a  bag  always  with  him,  w'th 
bear's  hair,  or  the  hair  of  a  brown  or  sad-coloured  heifer,  hackles  of 
a  cock  or  capon,  several  coloured  silk  and  crewel  to  make  the  body 
of  the  fly,  the  feathers  of  a  drake's  head,  black  or  brown  sheep's 
wool,  or  hog's  wool  or  hair,  thread  of  gold  and  of  silver ;  silk  of 
several  colours  (especially  sad-coloured,  to  make  the  fly's  head)  and 
there  be  also  other  coloured  feathers,  both  of  little  birds  and  of 
speckled  fowl.  I  say,  having  those  with  him  in  a  bag,  and  trying 
to  make  a  fly,  though  he  miss  at  first,  yet  shall  he  at  last  hit  it 
better,  even  to  such  a  perfection  as  none  can  well  teach  him  ;  and  if 
he  hit  to  make  his  fly  right,  and  have  the  luck  to  hit  also  where 
there  is  store  of  trouts,  a  dark  day,  and  a  right  wind,  he  will  catch 
such  store  of  them,  as  will  encourage  him  to  grow  more  and  more 
in  love  with  the  art  of  fly-mal:ing. 

Ven.  But,  my  loving  master,  if  any  wind  will  not  serve,  then  I 
wish  I  were  in  Lapland,  to  buy  a  good  wind  of  one  of  the  honest 
witches,  that  sell  so  many  winds  there,  and  so  cheap. 

Pisc.  Marry,  scholar,  but  I  would  not  be  there,  nor  indeed  from 
under  this  tree  :  for  look  how  it  begins  to  rain  ;  and  by  the  clouds, 
if  I  mistake  not,  we  shall  presently  have  a  smoking  shower;  and 
therefore  sit  close ;  this  sycamore-tree  will  shelter  us  :  and  I  w  ,1  tell 
you,  as  they  shall  come  into  my  mind,  more  observations  of  fly- 
fishing for  a  trout. 

But  first,  for  the  wind ;  you  are  to  take  notice,  that  of  the  winds, 
the  south  wind  is  said  to  be  the  best.     One  observes  that 

.  .  .  when  the  wind  is  south. 
It  blows  your  bait  into  a  fish's  mouth. 

Next  to  that,  the  west  wind  is  believed  to  be  the  best;  and 
having  told  you  that  the  east  wind  is  the  worst  I  need  not  tell  you 
which  wind  is  the  best  in  the  third  degree  :  and  yet  (as  Solomon 
observes),  that  "  he  that  considers  the  wind  shall  never  sow,"  so  he 
that  busies  his  head  too  much  about  them  (if  the  weather  be  not 
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colour,"  so  I  have  observTd    tW  •?  vu    "°  ^""'^  ^^''^^  °^  ^  ^^^^^ 
extreme  cold    let  the  wind  1  u     ^'  '  ^^'^^^^  '^^y'  ^"^  "«* 

worst   I  heed    t  nof      7^  '".  '"'^f-  '°'"""'"  '^  ^'^  ^"d  do  its 

wil.ingi;Ss;Ldr  g  on  t^elstre^'and^:  '^  ^"'^'  ''%  '  ^^"^ 

da.  and  then  gets~[;hrite2de:^^^^^  '^  ^^  ^'^ 

But  I  promised  to  tell  you  more  of  the  flying-fish  for  a  trout 
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which  I  may  have  time  enough  to  do,  for  you  see  it  rams  May- 
butter.  First,  for  a  May-fly,  you  may  make  his  body  with  greenish- 
coloured  crewel  or  willowish  colour,  darkening  it  in  most  places  with 
waxed  silk,  or  ribbed  with  black  hair,  or  some  of  them  ribbed  with 
silver  thread  ;  and  such  wings  for  the  colour  as  you  see  the  fly  to 
have  at  that  season,  nay,  at  that  very  day  on  the  water.  Or  you 
may  make  the  oak-fly  with  an  orange  tawny,  and  black  ground,  and 
the  brown  of  a  mallard's  feather  for  the  wings;  and  you  are  to  know, 
that  these  two  are  most  excellent  flies,  that  is,  the  May-fly  and  the 
oak-fly.  And  let  me  again  tell  you  that  you  keep  as  far  from  the 
water  as  you  can  possibly,  whether  you  fish  with  a  fly  or  worm,  and 
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still  moving  y^  fly  ipon  the  wTr  ■'■'  ^"'  ^""^^^  ""'^  '  «"d  be 
you  yourscff  being  alS"  vs  mlin;'  '"  '"  u"^  "  '"*°  ^'''^  ^'»»". 
commends  several  som  of  Se  nl?  T"  ^^*= '^'•'='»'"-  Mr.  Barke 
with  silver  and  gold    but  others  thar T     "l  "°^^"'y  '^"^  ''^^^^ 
black.  >r  some  lith  red  and  a  red!  "'     "^'"  ""  '"^^'^  °^ 

hawthorn-flv.  which  Ts  all  black  w/  u^°"  u''^^  ^'^'^  "^''^^  »he 
smaller  the  better;  or  tL  oatflt  th"e  ^^  ^'  -""y  ^'"=*"'  ^'''^ 
colour  and  black  crewel   with  A  '^'         •    ^^^  ''^  "^^'^^  '"  0"nge 

peacocks  feather  re«inrin\tghrd;TV°o  '  'y  T'^  ^'"'^ 
want  not  in  your  magazine-bag  the^lacoi's  fl^h'"''  ^  '"''^  ^''^ 
of  such  wool  and  crewel  -,«  will  „    P*=*'=°'^''  ^  leather,  and  grounds 

that  usually  the  sm  Tt  fl  i  a  the  Lt  ^'T^^PP^' '^  ^"^  note, 
light  fly  dis  usually  make  most  sDort  i^l  A  'C'^/°^'=  ^>°'  '^^'  ^^e 
and  least  fly  in  a  bright  or  cTar  dav  InH  f'^  '^''''  '"^  '^'^  ^^^''"^ 
to  repair  Jpon  any^occasion  to  yo'uV    1^^^^^^^     ^^  ^^  ^ 

SncTor  thjr;  "'^^^  ^^^"^  ''^^-  •  ^^^rr;^^.tgryruj 
exX:::dl^Ss^:Ux'^^^^       -i?  —  %  is 

May-fly,  usually  in  and  about  tha;  montY  ""'^  ^  ^T"^  '^'''■■'^' 
especially  against  rain  :  the  oak  onT  K  "'"■  u° /''^  "ver-side. 
ash.  from  the  beginninR  of  t  '  ^"  J*^  ^""  ""l  ^''^^y  of  an  oak  or 
brownish  fly  and  easy  to  be  ^  nV  T^  ^  ^"^"^'^ !  '*  is  a 
head  down^rd,  tha^is  to  s.  tow^rd^.J  '^'"^^  usually  with  his 
snail  black-fly.  ^r  hawthorn-flv'  isTn  ^  I,  "'''''  °^  '^'  ''^^  ••  ^he 
after  the  leaves  be  come  fbrth^'  Wi  h  ^h  °!1  ^"^ ^^^^thorn  bush 
showed,  to  angle  for  a  chuh     ..  }^^  ^""^  *  ^'^^''t  Ji"e  (as  I 

grasshopper,  bfhintVetS'inTnyTepKtl;;^^^^^^  ^-^^  ^^'^^   ' 
on  the  top  of  the  water  as  if  if  ^L     v  '.        making  it  to  move 

out  of  si|ht.  you  ThTce^r;!  C  tor^Tf^hef  t^'"^  ^°""^'^ 
m  a  hot  day.  but  especially  in  the  eveninrof  f  h  /^  ^  """"'^  '  y'^^' 
sport.  ^         ^        ^'^  evenmg  of  a  hot  day,  you  will  have 
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how  pleasantly  that  meadow  looks  ;  nay,  and  the  cp.rth  smells  as 
f.wcetly  too.  Come,  let  me  tell  you  what  holy  Mr.  I  Icrbert  siys  of 
such  days  and  flowers  as  these  ;  and  then  we  will  thank  (jod  that  we 
enjoy  them,  and  walk  to  the  river  and  sit  down  quietly,  and  try  to 
catch  the  other  brace  of  trouts. 

Swttt  day,  so  cool,  so  calm,  so  bright, 
Tht  bridal  of  the  earth  and  siy, 
Sweet  dews  shall  weep  thy  fall  to-night — 
For  thou  must  die. 

Sweet  rose,  whosi  hue,  angry  and  brave, 
Hids  the  rash  gaxer  wipe  his  eye. 
Thy   root  is  ever  in  its  grave — 

■/Ind  thou  must  die. 

Sweet  spring,  full  of  sweet  days  and  rose.-:, 
A  box  ivhere  sweets  ompacted  lie; 
My  music  shows  you  have  your  closes — 
And  all  must  die. 

Only  a  sweet  and  virtuous  soul. 
Like  season  d  timber,  never  gives  ; 
But  when  the  whole  world  turns  to  coal. 
Then  chiefly  lives. 
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Tts !  why  Htif 


(iZ  '  f^;*^"*  y"".  g"«J  master,  for  your  good  direction  for  flv- 
fishmg.  and  for  the  sweet  enjoyment  of  the  pleasant  day  which  is^ 
far  spent  without  offence  to  GckI  or  man  :  and  I  thank  vou  for  th^ 
sweet  c  ose  of  your  discourse  with  Mr.  Herbert's  ve,^s.  who      haJc 

fotpr  l^nS^^^^^^^^  ^^^'"'-^  ^''--  'Hat  you 

Pisc.  Well,  my  lovmg  schc'ir,  and  I  am  pleased  to  knnw  fKa* 

"AndMn^"  ^  .^'^  r*"  "'y  ^'-'-"  andSscours:     '""  *'*' 

And  smce  you  like  these  verses  of  Mr.  Herbert's  so  well   let  m. 

tell  you  what  a  reverend  and  learned  divine  that  profelrto  im  t«e 

h^SXndT:;,^  ""^'"^      '^""^  y°"  ^"'  '"'^  '^'^^  better,  because 
ne  IS  a  Inend  of  mme,  and  I  am  sure  no  enemy  to  angling. 

mat!  Prayer  hy  tht  Book?  „n,i  Common? 
The  spirit  of  grace 
And  iuppUaition 
Is  not  up  free  alone 
For  time  and  place, 
Hut  manner  too :  to  read,  or  speak,  hy  rote. 
Is  all  alike  to  him  that  prays 
In',  heart,  what  xvith  his  mouth  he  says. 
They  that  in  private,  by  themsehes  alone. 
Do  pray,  may  take 
IVhat  liberty  they  please. 
In  choosing  of  the  ways 
IVherein  to  make 
Their  soul's  most  intimate  affections  knmin 
To  him  that  sees  in  secret,  when 
They're  most  conceaPd  from  other  men. 
But  he  that  unto  others  leads  the  way 
In  public  prayer. 
Should  do  it  so 
yfs  all  that  hear  may  know 
They  need  not  fear 
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T»  tunt  iheir  htartt  unta  hit  tonguf,  and  itfji, 
AmtH  I   not  d»ubt  thty  tutrt  hrtruytd 
T»  Hdiphtm/f  whtn  thty  mtunt  tii  havt  prti/J, 

DiVtlitH  will  add  lift  untt  tht  Ittttr : 
And  why  sh»utd  ntt 
That  which  authority 
Prtxrihti,  titeemtd  bt 
jldvantagt  gitf 
If  the  prayer  he  g^ly  the  ammaner  the  better ; 
Prayer  in  the  Church'i  words  at  well 
Ai  tense,  of  all  prayers  bears  the  bell. — Ch.  HaRvib. 

And  now,  scholar,  I  think  it  will  be  time  to  repair  to  our  angle- 
rods,  which  we  left  in  the  water  to  fish  for  themselves  ;  and  you 
shall  choose  which  shall  be  yours  ;  and  it  is  an  even  lay,  one  of  them 
catches. 

And,  let  me  tell  you,  this  kind  of  fishing  with  a  dead  rod,  and 
laying  night-hooks,  are  like  putting  money  to  use  ;  for  they  both 
work  for  the  owners,  when  they  do  nothing  but  sleep,  or  eat,  or 
rejoice ;  as  you  know  we  have  done  this  last  hour,  and  sat  as 
I  ietly  ard  as  free  from  cares  under  this  sycamore  as  Virgil's 
'lityrus  and  his  MelibcEUS  did  under  their  broad  beech-tioe.  No 
life,  my  honest  scholar,  no  life  so  happy  and  so  pleasant  as  the  life 
of  a  well-governed  angler,  for  when  the  lawyer  is  swallowed  up  with 
business,  and  the  statesman  is  preventing  or  contriving  plots,  then 
we  sit  on  cowslip  banks,  hear  the  birds  sing,  and  possess  ourselves  in 
as  much  quietness  as  these  silent  silver  streams,  which  we  now  see 
glide  so  quietly  by  us.  Indeed,  my  good  scholar,  we  may  say  of 
angling,  as  Dr.  Boteler  said  of  strawberries,  "  Doubtless  God  could 
have  made  a  better  berty,  but  doubtless  God  never  did  ; "  and  so  (if 
I  might  be  judge)  "  God  never  did  make  a  more  calm,  quiet,  innocent 
recreation  than  angling." 

I'll  tell  you,  scholar,  when  I  sat  last  on  this  primrose  bank,  and 
looked  down  these  meadows,  I  thought  of  them,  as  Charles  the 
emperor  did  of  the  city  of  Florence,  "  That  they  were  too  pleasant 
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to  'oe  looked  on,  but  only  on  holidays."  As  I  then  sat  on  this  very 
grass,  I  turned  my  present  thoughts  into  verse  :  't  -rrs  a  wish,  which 
I'll  repeat  to  you. 


.  -J^''"^.  ■ 


-^•■.••■v,::f' 


Vm  t:/tm£eT6  JoTw 


■"n^-llr. 


■^-:s^m:^"{,. 


I  in  these  Jierwery  meads  zvould  be  : 

These  crystal  streams  should  solace  me; 

To  whose  harmonious  Indibling  noise 

I  with  my  angle  would  rejoice. 
Sit  here,  and  see  the  turtle  dove 
Court  his  chaste  mate  to  acts  of  Imje : 

Or,  on  that  bank,  feel  the  west  wind 
Breathe  health  and  plenty :  please  my  mind, 
To  see  sweet  dewdrops  kiss  these  flowers. 
And  then  washed  off  by  April  showers ; 
Here,  hear  my    Kenna  sing  a  song ;  * 
There,  see  a  blackbird  feed  her  young, 

*  Like  Hermit  Poor. 
127 


(! 


M 


1 


i 


The  Compleat  ^Angler 

Or  a  Itverock  build  her  nest  : 
Here,  give  my  weary  spirits  rest. 
And  raise  my  tow-pitch'd  thoughts  abnie 
Earth,  or  what  poor  mortals  love  : 

Thus,  free  from  lawsuits  and  the  noise 
Of  princes'  courts,   I  would  rejoice; 

Or,  with  my  Bryan  and  a  book. 

Loiter  long  days  near  Shaw  ford  brook; 

There  sit  by  him,  and  eat  my  meat ; 

There  see  the  sun  both  rise  and  set ; 

There  hid  good  morning  to  next  day  ; 

I  here  meditate  my  time  away ; 
And  angle  on,  and  beg  to  have 
A  quiet  passage  to  a  welcome  grave. 


h  J  %.u  "V"^'^  *^''.  composure.  I  left  this  place,  and  saw  a 
brother  of  the  angle  sit  under  that  honeysuckle  hedge  (one  that  will 
prove  worth  your  acquaintance)  :  I  sat  down  by  him,  and  presently 
we  met  with  an  accidental  piece  of  merriment,  which  I  will^relate  o 
you ;  for  It  rams  still. 

On  the  other  side  of  this  very  hedge  sat  a  gang  of  gipsies  and 
near  to  them  sat  a  gang  of  beggars.  tL  gipsief  were  the^n^to  divTde 
all  the  money  that  had  been  got  that  week,  either  by  stealing  linen 

othrJr^^r  \  ^^'•^""-^f-g'  -  legerdemain,  or^ndeed  1,y  any 
other  sleights  and  secrets  belonging  to  their  mysterious  government'^ 
And  the  sum  that  was  got  that  week  proved  to  be  but  twenty  and 
ToLl  t?"'"^"  The  odd  money  ^was  agreed  to  be  distr  Lted 
ZTf  w^-  P^^'u"^  '''"'■  "^"  '^O'-Poration;  and  for  the  remaining 
twenty  shillings,  that  was  to  be  divided  unto  four  gentlemen  gins  es 
according  to  their  several  degrees  in  their  commonwealth        ^  ^      ' 
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And  the  first  or  chiefest  gipsy  was,  by  consent,  to  have  a  third  part 
of  the  20S.,  which  all  men  know  is  6s.  8d.  ,  •  .      „ 

The  second  .vas  to  have  a  fourth  part  ot  the  20S.,  which  all  men 

''"xhe  °hird  was  to  have  a  fifth  part  of  the  20s.,  which  all  men  know 

*°  The  fourth  and  last  gipsy  was  to  have  a  sixth  part  of  the  20s., 
which  all  men  know  to  be  3s.  4d. 
As  for  example, 

3  times  6s.  8d.  is  20s. 

And  so  is  4  times  5s.  .     .     20s. 

And  so  is  5  times  4s.  .     .     20s. 

And  so  is  6  times  3s,  4d.  .     20s. 

And  yet  he  that  divided  the  money  was  so  very  a  gipsy,  that 

though  he  gave  to  every  one  these  said  sums,  yet  he  kept  is.  of  it 

for  himself. 

As  for  example. 
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make  but  .  .  19 
But  now  you  shall  know,  that  when  the  ,  ^^ipsies  saw  that  he 
had  got  IS.  bv  dividing  the  money,  though  not  one  of  them  knew 
any  reason  to'demand  more,  yet,  like  lords  and  courtiers,  every  gipsy 
envied  him  that  was  the  gainer,  and  wrangled  with  him,  and  every 
one  said  the  remaining  shilling  belonged  to  him  :  and  so  they  fell  to 
so  high  a  contest  about  it,  as  none  that  knows  thefaithfulner,sot  one 
gipsy  to  another  will  easily  believe  ;  only  we  that  have  livec  these 
last  twenty  years  are  certain  that  money  has  been  able  to  do  much 
mischief.  However,  the  gipsies  were  too  wise  to  go  to  law,  and  did 
therefore  choose  their  choice  friends  Rook  and  Shark,  ana  our  late 
English  Gusman,  to  be  their  arbitrators  and  umpires  ;  and  so  they 
left  this  honeysuckle  hedge,  and  went  to  tell  fortunes,  and  cheat, 
and  get  more  money  and  lodging  in  the  next  village. 
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^^V^i^C':iTlZ:ri'l''^\  r^"-"  -ong-  the 
One  beggar  affirmed  i^was     f  one    \l,  th^i     "'"f  ""JT  ^  '^'°^'^- 
her  ,f  doing  and   undoing  were  all"   one      Th         '^'T''^  ^>:  =^^'''"g 
easiest  to  unrip  a  cJoak  for  that  w«  ?     ,  ^^'^'^ ,  ^""^her  said  'twas 
answered  by  as'king  herC  t::^Zlt  if  shT  •  ^^  ^'^^  ^^^ 
she  confessed  herself  mistaken      ThL^        ^      ^"^  '''^  '*  ^'°"^  =  and 
t.ons  were  proposed,  ^lt::.rJ^Z  ::i^''^  such-like  ques- 
earnestness  as  was  over  heard  to  nrnr/j  ?     ^  ^eggarJy  Jog.c  and 
most  pertinacious  schisLvf.         a  ^    ^^^  ^'""^  ^^^  ""'""th  of  the 
numbe'r  was  neitL^eT^,  Ss  tZT "  ^''  ^'^'^  '^^^^^  (-'^i 
altogether  about  this  rinn  nl  .n/        •     •  ^"^^  '  "'""  '""S^O  talked 
one  heard  what  th     o  E  lid      ."""^P'",^'  '"^  ^°  ^'^"^  ^^at  not 
audience,  and  told  then    that  '^M  fat"  er  C  "'   °"u   ""'^^'^   ^^^^^ 
•n  his  Begsar^s  Bush  created  kine  of  their        '''  "'^°'"  ^^"  J°"^°" 
at  an  alehouse  called  "  Catch  hJl\      u         ^^fPO'-a^'on.  was  to  lodge 
Cross,  and  in   the  high  ro^^^orr^"'^'^^  ^ 
desired  them  to  spend^no  more  time    I  "^"'i""  '  '"'^  ^^  ^^^^'^^o^'^ 
tions,  but  refer  all  to  fX"   Clause  -,^°"l  '^f  ^""^  ^"^^^"''''^  ^^^^ 
judge,  and  in   the  mean^me  H  "'^Z^''  ^*''"  ^^  ^^^  a"  "Pnght 

sun|,  and  who  shouuTnri       TwTV^^'  T^  ^^""''^   ^eMx 
the  lot  fell  to  her    hat  wa^^h        ^        '^''"'^  ''^  ^^^  "^^^ion  ;  and 
company;  and  she  sung  Frlnk  Davis"^"'  "^'^  ^T^^^  ^''"g-"  ^^  ^^e 
years  ago  ;  and  all   the^thers  IT  I  '°"^'  ^^'J^'^  '^^  '"^'^'^  ^^^^^ 
burthen  with  her.     The  ^^^X:!^Z'S::t^  ''' 

Brisht  shina  the  sun;  play,  beggars,  play! 
Meres  scraps  enough  to  serve  to-day. 
mat  noise  of  viol:  is  so  sweet 

As  when  our  merry  clappers  ring? 
mat  mrth  doth  want  when  beggars  meet? 

A  beggars  l.fe  is  for  a  king, 
tat,  drink,  and  play,  sleep  when  we  list. 
Go  where  we  will^so  stocks  be  missed. 

Bnght  shines  the  sun;  play,  beggars,  play! 
Heres  scraps  en^vgh  to  serve  to-day! 


■-..iwirr-Jaiifc.ji^ 
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The  world  is  ours,  and  ours  alone} 

For  we  alone  have  world  at  will. 
IVe  purchase  not — all  is  our  own ; 

Both  fields  and  streets  we  beggars  fill. 

Bright  shines  the  sun ;  play,  beggars,  play  ! 

Here's  scraps  enough  to  serve  to-day. 

A  hundred  herds  of  black  and  white 

Upon  our  gowns  securely  feed ; 
And  yet  if  any  dare  us  bite. 

He  dies,  therefore,  as  sure  as  creed. 
Thus  beggars  lord  it  as  they  please. 
And  only  beggars  live  at  ease. 

Bright  shines  the  sun ;  play,  beggars,  play  ! 

Here's  scraps  emugh  to  serve  to-day. 

Ven.  I  thank  you,  good  master,  for  this  piece  of  merriment,  and 
this  song,  which  was  well  humoured  by  the  maker,  and  well  remem- 
bered by  you. 

Pisc.  But,  I  pray,  forget  not  the  catch  which  you  promised  to 
make  against  night  ;  for  our  countryman,  honest  Coridon,  will 
expect  your  catch,  and  my  song,  which  I  must  be  forced  to  patch  up, 
for  it  is  so  long  since  I  learnt  it,  that  I  have  forgotten  a  part  of  it. 
But  come,  now  it  hath  done  raining,  iet's  stretch  our  legs  a  little  in 
a  gentle  walk  to  the  river,  and  try  what  interest  our  angles  will  pay 
us  for  lendii.^  -^m  so  long  to  be  used  by  the  trouts  ;  lent  them, 
indeed,  like  usurers,  io'-  our  profit  and  their  destruction. 

Ven.  Oh  me  !  look  you,  master,  a  fish  !  a  fish  1  Oh,  alas,  master, 
I  have  lost  her  ! 

Pisc.  Ay,  marry,  sir,  that  was  a  good  fish  indeed  :  if  I  had  had 
the  luck  to  have  taken  up  that  rod,  then  'tis  twenty  to  one  he 
should  not  have  broke  my  line  by  running  to  the  rod's  end,  as  you 
suffered  him.  I  would  have  held  him  within  the  bent  of  my  rod 
(unless  he  had  been  fellow  to  the  great  trout  that  is  near  an  ell 
long,  which  was  of  such  a  length  and  depth  that  he  had  his  picture 
drawn,  and  now  is  to  be  seen  at  mine  host  Rickabie's,  at  the 
George,  in  Ware),  and  it  may  be  by  giving  that  very  great  trout 


i 


'i 


5: 
I 


(*-, 


■r.r 


The  Compleat  ^Angler 


with  an  overgrown  fish  •  L'  von  will  T         '^f  '°  '^^  "''''="  ^  '"'^^t 

^or  I  tell  you^cholar  fi'shi"ng  L  "n  7  It  f°  T "^^-^  ''^^^'^^^^'-  = 

catch  fish.  ^  '  °'^'  ^^  ''^ast,  it  is  an  art  to 

is  I:i.o:''  ""'"•  '  '^^^'^  ^^^^'^  ^''^^  ^he  great  trout  you  speak  of 

year:  and  there  bVvery  mw  le^r^J   ''"■''  u'^'^'"^'^   ^''^^  ^^'^'"y 
their  dissecting  them  thev  fin^min  "''"   ''?'"''  ^°  ^«°.  ^"^  i" 

belief.     And  to  nuke  the  wonde    f  ""'''""^  ,'"  '"^""^  ^^'^'^  ^°  ^hat 
sexes,  note,  that  Doctor   MerC,-   J'' ^''i"''  '^''  ^^'''  ^^^"^^ 
credible   and    incredib  e    thhS    tlTr'   '^'u'    '"    ^'^   ^ook   of 
physician,  tells  us  of  a  peopfe  \' at     n       P''    ^'"'^''■"^'   ^   '^'^'""^d 
in  shape  and  partly  ;'  cond  tions      a",'  y'"'  ^"'"^  ^^°'^'^^'  P^"'y 
Sainton  when  he  came  into  th    fresh  t".f  '"'  !\'^^'^''  ^^'^  ""^  ^ 
into  the  sea  hath  altered  him  to  ..nM?'.'"'^  ^''  "°'  returning 
able  to  say  ;  but  I  am  certai     hi  ha  h    II'  .'°'°"''  °'"  ^'"^'  ^  ^"^  ^^t 
both  for  his  shape,  co  our  ad  snot.         H       "^"^  ^^  ^^'"^  ^  ^^-^^t 
.    Vev.  But,  master,  vv"|'ths  trout  ^hh  T.'  Tf  ^  ''^'"^  ^^  '«  "°f- 
IS  like  he  hath  the  h;ok  in  hfs  beHy  ^"^  ^"''^  °^  ^'^-  ^^'^  '^ 

ve^'^^r-IL^l^Xf^l^r  -^;,^e  hook  be  ^st  in  his 
with  the  help  of  the  wSer  wUl  rL^K  I  ^T  '  ""'^  ^  '*«'^  ^i^^^. 
wear  away  ;  as  the  grlvel  doTh  inTh  h  'T'''/"'^  '^  ^>"  '"  ^i"^*^ 
a  false  quarter.  ^  ^  '"  '^''  horse-hoof,  which  only  leaves 

havif fisr;o:tt'i^;^r;3^:,:-^^    v^  you,  scho.,  i 

much  amiss,  for  this  wil  pleasurefom  '\'^"^  '  ^"'^  ^^'«  '^  "^^ 
lodging  to  meet  our  broTe  "  I Lrarhonl'V"  "/  ^°  '"  °"^ 
now  bait  your  hook  again  and  lav  ir  .  u  ^°"'^°"-  ^^o"^'^' 
again  :  and  we  will  even    id  re  to  tL  ''''  ^'''^'■'  ^^-^   '^  '"^ins 

g.ve  you  more  directions  concerning  fi.r"'''T''"f'  '"'^  ^'^'^'"'^  ^  ^^^^J 
you  an  artist.  concerning  fishing  ;  for  I  would  fain  make 

Ven.  Yes,  good  master,  I  pray  Jet  it  be  so. 
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Pisc.  Well,  scholar,  now  we 
are  sat  down  and  are  at  ease,  I 
shall    tell   you  a  little  more    of 
trout-fishing,  before   I  speak  of 
salmon  (which  1  purpose  shall  be 
next)  and  then  of  the   pike  or 
luce.     You  are  tc  know  there  is 
night  as  well  as  day-fishing  for 
a  trout,  and  that  in  the  night  the 
best   trouts  come  out   of    their 
holes  :  and  the  manner  of  taking 
them  is  on  the  top  of  the  water, 
with  a  great  lob  or  garden-worm, 
or  rather  two,  which  you  are  to 
fish   within    a    place   v/here   the 
waters  run  somewhat  quietly,  for 
in  a  stream  the  bait  will  not  be 
so  well  discerned.     I  say,  in  a 
quiet  or  dead  place,  near  to  some 
swift :  there  draw  your  bait  over 
the  top  of  the  water,  to  and  fro  ; 
and  if  there  be  a  good  trout  in 
the  hole  he  will  tike  it,  especially 
if  the  night  be  dark  ;  for  then 
he  is  bold,  and  lies  near  the  top 
of  the  water,  watching  the  motion 
of   any    frog,    or   water-rat,    or 
mouse  that  swims  between  him 
and  the  sky  :  these  he  hunts  after 
if  he  sees  the  water  but  wrinkle 
or  move  in  one  of  these  dead 
holes,  where  these  great  old  trouts 
usually  lie  near  to  their  holds  ; 
for   you    are  to  note,  that    the 
great  old  trout  is  both  subtle  and 
fearful,  and  lies  close  all  day,  and 
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docs  not  usua'ly  stir  out  of  his  hold,  but  lies  in  it  as  close  in  the 
day  as  the  tinorous  hare  does  in  her  form,  for  the  chief  feeding  of 
either  is  seldom  in  the  day,  but  usually  in  the  night,  and  then  the 
great  trout  feeds  very  boldly. 

And  you  must  fish  for  him  with  a  strong  line,  and  not  a  little 
hook  ;  and  let  him  have  time  to  gorge  your  hook,  for  he  docs  not 
usually  forsake  it,  as  he  oft  will  in  the  day  wishing.  And  if  the  night 
be  not  dar';,  then  fish  so  with  an  artificial  fly  of  a  light  colour  and 
at  the  snap  :  nay.  he  will  sometimes  rise  at  a  dead  mouse,  or  a  niece 
of  cloth,  or  anything  that  seems  to  swim  across  the  water,  or  to  be 
m  motion.  This  is  a  choice  way,  but  I  have  not  often  used  it,  because 
It  IS  void  of  the  pleasures  that  such  days  as  these,  that  we  two  now 
enjoy,  aflx^rd  an  angler. 

And  you  are  t J  know  that  in  Hampshire,  which  I  think  exceeds 
all  England  for  swift,  shallow,  clear,  pleasant  brooks,  and  store  of 
trouts,  they  used  to  catch  trouts  in  the  night,  by  the  light  of  a  torch 
or  straw,  which,  when  they  have  discovered,  they  strike  with  a  trout- 
spcar,  or  other  ways.  This  kind  of  way  they  catch  very  manv ;  but 
1  would  not  believe  it  till  I  was  an  eye-witness  of  it,  nor  do  I'like  it 
now  I  have  seen  it. 

Ve\.  But,  master,  do  not  trouts  see  us  in  the  night .? 
Pisc.  Yes,  and  hear  and  smell  too,  both  then  and  in  the  day-time  • 
for  Gesner  observes,  the  otter  smells  a  fish  forty  furlongs  off  him  in 
the  water  :  and  that  it  may  be  true,  seems  to  be  affirned  by  Sir 
Francis  Bacon,  in  the  eighth  century  of  his  Yattiral  History  who 
there  proves  that  water  may  be  the  medium  c;i  sounds,  by  demon- 
strating It  thus  :  "  that  if  you  knock  two  stones  together  very  deep 
under  the  water,  those  that  stand  on  a  bank  near  to  that  place  may 
hear  the  noise  without  any  diminution  of  it  by  the  water."  He  also 
offers  the  like  experiment  concerning  the  letting  an  anchor  fall,  by  a 
very  long  cable  or  rope,  on  a  rock,  or  the  sand  within  the  sea.  And 
this  being  so  well  observed  and  demonstrated  as  it  is  by  that  learned 
man,  hns  made  me  to  believe  that  eels  unbed  themselves  and  stir  at 
the  noise  of  thunder  ;  and  not  only,  as  some  think,  by  the  motion 
or  stirring  of  the  earth,  which  is  occasioned  by  that  thunder 

And  this  reason  of  Sir  Francis  Bacon  (Exper.  792)  has  made  me 
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crave  pardon  of  one  that  I  laughed  at,  for  affirming  that  he  knew 

3  TtV^t:  "^^»'"/'T  •"  ^  P-'l.  to  be  fed.  ft  the  ringing  of 
a  be  I   c,r  the  beating  c.f  a  drum  ;  and  however,  it  shall  be  a  rule  for 

?rln.     H    '  t  ''"''r  "T  t'  ^  ""  ^f'^"  ^  ^"^  fishing,  until  Sx 

And.  lest  you  niay  think  hmi  singular  in  his  opinion,  I  will  tell 

you,  th.s  seems  to  be  behevcd  by  our  learned  Dr.  ffakewi  I   ^o  (In 

h.s  Apology  of  i.ods  Power  and  Providence,  fol.  360)  quotes  Plinv 

o  report  that  one  of  the  emperors  had  particular  fish-po\ds  and  b 

hem  several  fish  that  appeared  and  came  when  they  were  called  by 

he.r  particular  names  ;  and  St.  James  tells  us  (chap,  r  7)  that  all 

hrngs  m  the  sea  have  been  tamed  by  mankind.  ^  And  Pliny  teUs  u 

(l.b.  9.   35)  that  Antor-      the  wife  of  Darsus.  had  a  lamp  ev    at 

whose  gdls  she  hung  ewe.s  or  ear-rings  ;  and  that  others  ha^eLn 

so  tender-hearted  as  to  shed  tears  at  t'he  death  of  fishes  .hich  S  J 

have  kept  and  loved      And  these  observations,  which  wil    to  most 

mS  nrrEnS  "';nr\''  '^^  l^"^^*^"  -nfinnation  from 
martial  (lib.  4,  tpigr.  30),  who  writes  thus  : 

PISCylTOR,    FUGE;   NE  NOCENS,   ETC. 

M^er  !  wouldst  thou  he  guiltless  ?  then  forbear  ■ 
For  these  art  sacred  fishes  that  swim  here, 
iVho  know  their  sovereign,  and  will  lick  his  hand  ■ 
Than  which  none\  greater  in  the  world's  command- 
Nay  more,  they^e  names,  and,  when  they  called  are, 
Uo  to  their  several  owners'  call  repair. 

All  the  further  use  that  I  shall  make  of  this  shall  be,  to  advise  anelers 
to^be  patent  and  forbear  swearing,  lest  they  be  heaVd.  ^nd  caJch^  no 

And  so  I  shall  proceed  next  to  tell  you,  it  is  certain,  that  certain 
fields  near  Leominster,  a  town  in  Herefordshire,  are  obirvej  o 
make  the  sheep  that  graze  upon  them  more  fat  than  the  next  and 
also  to  bear  finer  wool  ;  that  is  to  say  that  that  year  in  which  thev 
feed  in  such  a  particular  pasture,  the/shall  yield  finer  wooTthan  hev 
did  that  year  before  they  came  to  feed  in  it,  and  coarseT  agalnTf  they 
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shall  retun  to  their  former  pasture  ;  and  again  return  to  a  finer 
wool,  being  kd  in  the  fine-wool  ground.  Which  I  tell  yo'.'.,  that  you 
may  the  better  believe  that  I  am  certain,  if  I  catch  a  trout  in  one 
meadow  he  shall  be  white  and  faint,  and  very  like  to  be  lousy  ;  and 
as  certainly,  if  I  catch  a  trout  in  the  next  meadow,  he  shall  be  strong, 
and  red,  and  lusty,  and  much  better  meat.  Trust  me,  scholar,  I  have 
caught  many  a  trout  in  a  particular  meadow,  that  the  very  shape  and 
the  enamelled  colour  of  him  hath  been  such  as  have  joyed  me  to  look 
on  him  ;  and  I  have  then  with  much  pleasure  concluded  with  Solomon, 
"  Everything  is  beautiful  in  his  season." 

I  should  by  promise  speak  next  of  the  salmon  ;  but  I  will  by  your 
favour  say  a  little  of  the  umber  or  grayling,  which  is  so  like  a  trout 
for  his  shape  and  f  cding,  that  I  desire  I  may  exercise  your  patience 
with  a  short  discourse  of  him,  and  then  the  ,iext  shall  be  of  the 
salmon. 


'I 


I 


.as 


e 


^roxOoiiTU] 


'  -I  \ 


% 


137 


ii 


in 


ii  • 


>-6-4U."-. 


<::^<^"^ 


X  II    M- 


CHAPTER    VI 

Ohervations  of  the  Umber  or  Qrayling,  and  THrections 
how  to  Fish  for  them. 

^^^•. Tj?*-'  "'"^'=|"  a"d  grayling  are  thought  by  some 
to  differ    as  the  herring  and   pilchard  do.     But 
though  they  may  do  so  in  other  nations,  I  think 
those  m  England  differ  in  nothing  but  their  names. 
Aldrovandus  says  they  be  of  a  trout  kind  ;  and 
tesner  says,   that   in   his  country   (which   is    in 
fi.u       4    4  ■     T    I      '^='^'"^"'^)  he  is  accounted  the  choicest  of  aJI 
fish      And  m  Italy,  he  >s  in  the  month  of  May  so  highly  valued 
that   he   B  sold  at  a   much  higher  rate  than  any  other  fish      The 
French  (wh.ch  cal    the  chub  un  vilain)  call  the  umber  of  the  lake 
Ifir"  ^K  Tt^'  '^'"'i"'.  •■  ^"'^  ^h'^y  ^=^'"-  ^he  umber  or  grayl  ng  so 
c  SL't'out  of  tZiT-f  ''^  '"'^•^  ""  F'-'^'  ^"'^  ^^y  ^'^^^  rnany^a'veTeen 
of  foM  h^v     K        T"""'  '!''"■  ^^"■'^'  ""'^  °^  ^hose  bellies  grains 
of  gold  have  been  often  taken.     And  some  think  that  he  feeds  on 
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water-thyme,  and  smells  of  it  at  his  first  taking  out  of  the  water- 

smein'^^  '"'V^'"''  1°  ^''^  ^'  g°^  '•'^^«°"  ^«  we  do  tha    our  Tmel  s 
smell  hlce  violets  at  their  first  being  caught,  which  I  think  is  a  truth 

ttt  lire'in^d"'''  ?\^^''"-'  '^^  g-y'ing,  and  trout,  and  a  [fish 
that  live  in  clear  and  sharp  streams,  are  made  by  their  mother  nature 
of  such  exact  shape  and  pleasant  colours  purposely  to  Tvte  us  to  a 
joy  and  contentedness  in  feasting  with  her!^  Whet^her  this  is  a  truth 
or  not  It  IS  not  my  purpose  to  dispute  ;  but  'tis  certain   all  that 

sarttfthe^'f^^of"'"^  'r  -  ^ '-r.-dicinable"TndGest 
says,  mat  the  tat  of  an  umber  or  erav  ne  beino-  «:pf  w;^^  o  r»»i 

honey  a  day  or  two  in  the  sun,  lL\t^l.  gasf,   s  veT;  tx  e  e« 

against  redness  or  swarthiness,  or  anything  that  breeds  „  the tes 

Salvian  takes  h.m  to  be  called  umber  frol  his  swift  swrnminfo; 

gliding  out  of  sight,  more  like  a  shadow  or  a  ghost  ThTn  a  ^fish 

Much  more  might  be  said  both  of  his  smell  and  taste     b^t  I  shall 

only  tell  you   that  St.  Ambrose,  the  glorious  bishopTf  Mibn  fwh' 

lived  when  the  church  kept  fasting  days)  calls  him  the  flower  fish  or 

flower  of  fishes:  and  that  he  was  so  far  in  love  with  Wm  thaJ'he 

would  not  let  him  pass  without  the  honour  of  a  long  discourse     but 

I  must,  and  pass  on  to  tell  you  how  to  take  this  dainty  fish 

First,  note,  that  he  grows  not  to  the  bigness  of  a  trout"    for  the 

bggest  of  them  do  not  usually  exceed  eighteen  inches      S;  1  ves  in 

such  nvers  as  the  trout  does,  and  is  usually  taken  with  the  sam" 

both   ?.J^'  ''^"*  "'  '"'^  ""^''^  '^'  '^^'  '"-""er;  for  he  will  bke 
both  at  the  minnow,  or  worm,  or  fly  ;  though  he  bites  not  often  It 
he  minnow  and  is  very  gamesome  at  the  fly.  and  much  simpler  and 
therefore  bolder  than  a  trout;  for  he  will  riJe  twenty  timS  at  a  flv 

iToTthe  "d'?'r  "".  ^^^^"- ,  •"'^  ^^^  ^-"  t'aken  wi  h  a  fl'v' 
rnd  L     ■  I  ^^l^^'^  °^  ^  P^'"^'^'^^'  ^  s^'-aige  outlandish  bird  • 

and  he  ml  rise  at  a  fly  not  unlike  a  gnat  or  a  small  moth  or  indeed 
at  most  fl.es  that  are  not  too  big.  k  is  a  fish  thaTJurks  close  all 
winter,  but  is  very  p  easant  and  jolly  after  mid-April,  and  in  May 

S?s  teeth  tho^'T.?''  '  '"."  f  'ry  «"^  ^h^P^'  his  flesh  is  w^te';' 
his  teeth,  those  little  ones  that  he  has,  are  in  his  throat  vet  he  has  so 

tender  a  mouth,  that  he  is  oftener  lost  after  an  angk/has  hooked 

him.  than  any  other  fish.     Though  there  be  many  of  thes^  fishes  in 
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the  delicate  nver  Dove  and  in  Trent,  and  some  other  small  rivers, 
as  that  which  runs  by  Salisbury,  yet  he  is  not  so  general  a  fish  as  the 
trout,  nor  to  me  so  good  to  eat  or  to  angle  for.  And  so  I  shall  take 
my  leave  of  him  ;  and  now  come  to  some  observations  of  the  salmon, 
and  how  to  catch  him. 
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CHAPTER    VII 

0^-.«.  of  the  Salmon;  ^uh  Directions  bo^.  to  Fish  for  him. 

'^i^;  '^J^^,'^''"°"  is  accounted  the  king  of  fresh- 
water fish  ;  and  is  ever  bred  in  rivers  relating  to 

fnc^  ^f  ?  ^'^^  ""'  ^''  ^'•°'"  '^  -^  admits  of  no 
tmcture  of  salt  or  brackishness.   He  is  said  to  breed 

lu/ust       'P'^"'  '"  r''  """^'  •"  ^he  month  of 
August :  some  say  that  then  they  dig  a  hole  or 

their  eggT^i^wfrs'iv  '\u  '^^^P^^^'f  '"  ^he  gravel,  and  there  place 
then  hi  irmo^cuintlv  :nd  "  ^''  ^""^  ^'^  "^^"^=^'  ^ffi'^'^)  ^"^ 
and  then  lea^  t  to  thd?  C  '  ^  '°''''  ''  °^'''  ""''^  g"^^'  ^"^  stones, 
which  He  infuses  rntoL^u"',  P'"^^"^'^"'  ^^o,  by  a  gentle  hea 
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winter,  both  the  melter  and  spawner ;  but  if  they  be  stopped  by 
flood-gates  or  weirs  or  lost  in  the  fresh  waters,  then  those  so  left  be- 
hind by  degrees  grow  sick,  and  lean,  and  unseasonable,  and  kipper  ; 
that  is  to  say,  have  bony  gristles  grow  out  of  their  lower  chaps  (not 
unlike  a  hawk's  beak)  which  hinders  their  feeding  ;  and  in  time  such 
fish,  so  left  behind,  pine  away  and  die.  'Tis  observed  that  he  may 
live  thus  one  year  from  the  sea  ;  but  he  then  grows  insipid  and  taste- 
less, and  loses  both  his  blood  and  strength,  and  pines  and  dies  the 
second  year.  And  'tis  noted  that  those  little  salmons  called  skeggers, 
which  abound  in  many  rivers  relating  to  the  sea,  are  bred  by  such  sick 
salmons  that  might  not  go  to  the  sea  ;  and  that  though  they  abound, 
yet  they  never  thrive  to  any  considerable  bigness. 

But  if  the  old  salmon  gets  to  the  sea,  then  that  gristle,  which 
shows  him  to  be  kipper,  wears  away,  or  is  cast  off  (as  the  eagle  is 
said  to  cast  his  bill)  and  he  recovers  his  strength,  and  comes  next 
summer  to  the  same  river,  if  it  be  poseible,  to  enjoy  the  former 
pleasures  that  there  possessed  him  ;  for  (as  one  has  wittily  observed) 
he  has,  like  some  persons  of  honour  and  riches,  which  huve  both 
their  winter  and  summer  houses,  the  fresh  rivers  for  summer,  and  the 
salt  water  for  winter,  to  spend  his  life  in  ;  which  is  not  (as  Sir 
Francis  Bacon  hath  observed  in  his  History  of  Life  and  Death)  above 
ten  years.  And  it  is  to  be  observed  that  though  the  salmon  does 
grow  big  in  the  sea,  yet  he  grows  not  fat  but  in  fresh  rivers  ;  and  it 
is  observed  that  the  farther  they  get  from  the  sea,  they  be  both  the 
fatter  and  better. 

Next  I  shall  tell  you,  that  though  they  make  very  hard  shift  to 
get  out  of  the  fresh  rivers  into  the  sea,  yet  they  will  make  a  harder 
shift  to  get  out  of  the  salt  into  the  fresh  rivers,  to  spawn,  or  possess 
the  pleasures  that  they  have  formerly  found  in  them  :  to  which  end 
they  will  force  themselves  through  flood-gates,  or  over  weirs  or 
hedges,  or  stops  in  the  water,  even  to  a  height  beyond  common  belief. 
Gesner  speaks  of  such  places  as  are  known  to  be  above  eight  feet  high 
above  water.  And  our  Camden  mentions  (in  his  'Britannia)  the  like 
wonder  to  be  in  Pembrokeshire,  where  the  river  Tivy  falls  into  the 
sea  ;  and  that  the  fall  is  so  downright,  and  so  high,  that  the  people 
stand  and  wonder  at  the  strength  and  sleight  by  which  they  see  the 
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name  oFthe  "&Lon!|JD  ^  r?     '  •"""  '■'■  'I  ''"°""'  ''■"••  ^^  "•= 

»'re    -.henthe  labouring  fish  does  at  the  foot  J^Z' 
^nd  finds  that  by  his  strength  he  does  but  valn^ strive 

Ihatstoful   compass  d  .wn,  aloft  himself  doth  throlu  ■ 
That  T!7  1  '"   '     '*''  "'''^'  "  ^"^^  -W     ' 

ytndtf  at  first  he  fail^  his  second  summersault       ' 

StiirT^  ""'^"'  '""^^''^  *"  '^'""ble  ring, 
^*'"y"-l'»S.  -ever  leaves  until  himself  he  fit 
AboFue  the  opposing  stream ^ 

^This  Michael  Drayton  tell,  you  of  this  leap  o,  summersault  „' the 

..-uftLr^'nX'^';  z^T'z  "I,-'?  ''I  °-"  -« O""-. 

-me  of  our  northern  eoumfes  have  "a"  IS  j  T""  "'"u"-°"«'- 

of  ^ilmon'  e';c::ito?r;:arf.^  s^Tr'  «"°"  "''-"-•  *e  age 
growth  is  very  sudden  T\IZl  \Z  (,  "l"  ■"  '""  y""'  "»'  «= 
Becomes  from  a  samlet  not  sot^' '       '^"  '"'  '^  ^ot  into  the  sea,  he 

•he  tail  of  some^o^ul  :a?^„- -HiTLlJe-r „'Ser,f-.  » 
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they  have  swimmed  towards  the  salt  water,  and  then  by  taking  a 
part  of  them  again  with  the  known  mark  at  the  same  place  at  their 
return  from  the  sea,  which  is  usually  about  six  months  after ;  and 
the  like  experiment  hath  been  tried  upon  young  swallows,  who  have, 
after  six  months'  absence,  been  observed  to  return  to  the  same  chimney, 
there  to  make  their  nests  and  habitations  for  the  summer  following  : 
which  has  inclined  many  to  think,  that  every  salmon  usually  returns 
to  the  same  river  in  which  it  was  bred,  as  young  pigeons  taken  out  of 
the  same  dovecote  have  also  been  observed  to  do. 

And  you  are  yet  to  observe  farther,  that  the  he-salmon  is  usually 
bigger  than  the  spawner ;  and  that  he  is  more  kipper,  and  less  able 
to  endure  a  winter  in  the  fresh  water  than  she  is  :  yet  she  is,  at  that 
time  of  looking  less  kipper  and  better,  as  watery,  and  as  bad  meat. 

And  yet  you  are  to  observe  that  as  there  is  no  general  rule  without 
an  exception,  so  there  are  some  few  rivers  in  this  nation  that  have 
trouts  and  salmons  in  season  in  winter,  as  it  is  certain  there  be  in  the 
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m  a  place  'as  trouts  will),  but  Tas  I  sS^  rl  !  •^,  "^^^  "°^  '°"g 
spring  head;  and  that  he  does  not Vas  rl  ^  !  '"'J  '"^  ^o  nearer  the 
lie  near  the  water-side  or  bank  nr  r  I  7°"'  '"?  many  other  fish) 
deep  and  broad  nam  of  the  w,^'?  ""^  T'^-  ^^'  ^^''"^  '"  ^he 
nea?the  ground  Tand  tt^  theTf;  'u^l^  t^^".  t  ""Tt^  ^ 

x^shlldT^^rt:t;dX^^^ 

in  moss  before  you  fish  w"h  them     !n^''?' '"'P^'^^  °^  ^^'g^t  days 

longer  upon  your  htk     an        "v  ^1^1'"'^  '"'^  ^°"^'"-  «« 
-^  -  ai.  in  .esh   Iss;  a^S^  Slsj^:?-.?^;^-^^ 

ontlotof  ttirTo7  though  wL'rtVr^"  ^''''  ^  ""^  °^-- 
a  length  as  is  needful  when  he^l  h^t^^^^  ^T,"7  T  '"  .^^  ^r-'' 
use  a  wheel  about  the  middle  of  their  ^'  "^  '?  ^^^'  ^"'^'  so'"'^ 
is  to  be  observed  better   hi  f  °'^'  ?  "'"■  ^'^^''^  ^^nd  ;  which 

demonstratbn  of  words        ^      ""^  °"^  "^  ^^^'"'  ^'^^"   ^y  a  Jarge 

haC^tra^fiihtg  wS  o7d"c;;;::riiiti  T  '^  ^-t?^  ^  --  ■•  ^ 

fisher  both  for  trout  1  d    .Imnn      Tu    y  ^''?''-'  ^'^^  ^°'^)'  ^  noted 
usually  take  thrl  or  LrtTms' out  ofT  t^'^^'^V'^^^  ^^  "^^'^ 

Have  asked  him  E;-:S^:^rt-;^----H^^^^ 
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the  best  out  to  be  in  readiness  against  he  baited  his  hook  the  next 
time ;  "  but  he  has  been  observed,  both  by  others  and  myself,  to 
catch  more  fish  than  I  or  any  other  body  that  has  ever  gone  a-fishing 
with  him  could  do,  and  especially  salmons;  and  I  have  been  told 
lately  by  one  of  his  most  intimate  and  secret  friends,  that  the  box  in 
which  he  put  those  worms  was  anointed  with  a  drop,  or  two  or  three, 
of  the  oil  of  ivy-berries,  made  by  expression  or  infusion ;  and  told, 
that  by  the  worms  remaining  in  that  box  an  hour,  or  a  like  time, 
they  had  incorporated  a  kind  of  smell  that  was  irresistibly  attractive, 
enough  to  force  any  fish  within  the  smell  of  them  to  bite.  This  I 
heard  not  long  since  from  a  friend,  but  have  not  tried  it ;  yet  I  grant 
it  probable,  and  refer  my  reader  to  Sir  Francis  Bacon's  Natural 
History,  where  he  proves  fishes  may  hear,  and  doubtless  can  more 
probably  smell  :  and  I  am  certain  Gesner  says  the  otter  can  smell  in 
the  water,  and  I  know  not  but  that  fish  may  do  so  too;  'tis  left 
for  a  lover  of  angling,  or  any  that  desires  to  improve  that  art,  to  try 
this  conclusion. 

I  shall  also  impart  two  other  experiments  (but  not  tried  by  myself), 
which  I  will  deliver  in  the  same  words  that  they  were  given  me,  by 
an  excellent  angler,  and  a  very  friend,  in  writing  :  he  told  me  the 
latter  was  too  good  to  be  told  but  in  a  learned  language,  lest  it 
should  be  made  common. 

"  Take  the  stinking  oil  drawn  out  of  the  polybody  of  the  oak  by 
a  retort,  mixed  with  turpentine  and  hive-honey,  and  anoint  your  bait 
therewith,  and  it  will  doubtless  draw  the  fish  to  it." 

The  other  is  this  :  "  Vulnera  heder,e  grandissim<£  inflicta  sudant  bal- 
samum  oleo  gelato,  albicantique  persimile,  odoris  vera  longe  suavissimi." 

'Tis  supremely  sweet  to  any  fish,  and  yet  asafoetida  may  do  the  like. 

But  in  these  things  I  have  no  great  faith,  yet  grant  it  probable, 
and  have  had  from  some  chemical  men  (namely  from  Sir  George 
Hastings  and  others)  an  affirmation  of  them  to  be  very  advantageous: 
but  no  more  of  these,  especially  not  in  this  place. 

I  might  here,  before  I  take  my  leave  of  the  salmon,  tell  you  that 
there  is  more  than  one  sort  of  them  ;  as,  namely,  a  tecon,  and 
another  called  in  some  places  a  samlet,  or  by  some  a  skegger  ;  but 
these  and  others,  which  I  forbear  to  name,  may  be  fish  of  another 
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me  be  left  to  the  Si  ions  Jm     ^)'"^  "^7-  '"^^'^'  ^"'l  '""^  by 
abilities,  than  I  proSr^l^yS  to  have      "°"  '"""'  ^"'^  ^^g-^*- 

to  teCTlL'  tl,"  t^l'trsalLTt °'  ^°"^  P^"'"'-^  P^^-«  - 
first  taking  out  of  the  water  /whiTh'  ' "^  '",  '^'^"'  '^^^«'  ^^  their 
adorned,  tie  one  H^itHu  h  ed  1  r^dTh'""^  "^^l^^^'^  ^°^'" 
or  blackish  spots,  as  give  them  such  .  ^^  '  '^""l  ^'^^  '*"^'>  ^'ack 
as  I  think  was  neVerl  ven  .T  ^'^t*'""  °^  "«ural  beauty, 

patches  in  wJch  the/  rich  "L"'.'!;'"  ^f  ^^'^^  ^"'«^'^'  P^'«  Vr 

-  I  shall  leave  themlTh^td^tcetrtt'^^^^^^^  't  ^'     ^"^ 
pike.  '  proceed  to  some  observations  on 
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CHAPTER    VIII 

Observations  of  the  Luce,  or  Pike ;  with  Directions  how  to 
Fish  for  him. 


ISC.  The  mighty  Luce,  or  Pike,  is  taken  to  be 
the  tyrant  (as  the  salmon  is  the  king)  of  the  fresh 
waters.  'Tis  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  they  are 
bred,  some  by  generation,  and  some  not,  as  namely, 
of  a  weed  called  pickerel  weed,  unless  learned 
Gesner  be  much  mistaken,  for  he  says  this  weed 
and  other  glutinous  matter,  with  the  help  of  the 
sun's  heat,  in  some  particular  months,  and  some  ponds  apted  for  it 
by  nature,  do  become  pikes.  But,  doubtless,  divers  pikes  are  bred 
after  this  manner,  or  are  brought  into  some  ponds  some  such  other 
ways  as  is  past  man's  finding  out,  of  which  we  have  daily  testimonies. 
Sir  Francis  Bacon,  in  his  History  of  Life  and  Death,  observes  the 
pike  to  be  the  longest  lived  of  any  fresh-water  fish  ;  and  yet  he 
computes  it  to  be  not  usually  above  forty  years  ;  and  others  think 
it  to  be  not  above  ten  years  ;  and  yet  Gesner  mentions  a  pike  taken 
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hundred  year,  before  h™wa,  iL  Se™  a,  bv  ^^      '^°"  ""?"  '"■" 

of  their  own  kind     which  hi tfn  "^ '°,"'»"y  "'her  (i,h,  even  th™e 

the  tyrant  of  the  ri'vJs  or  ^  fcl  !'?  ''''  T."  ™""  '°  ^  ""«» 

greJy.  devourin^dl^W^^V  "h  cTrjkfen'''arr  "'"'I  """• 
man  go  nfj  to  a  nond  rwhere  ;V  c  ^o  keen,  as  Gesner  relates  a 

fish)  fo  wfter  Jis'l'le  tTa  ikTb"?e%is^^'u^  t'thtr^'  ^\^\^ 
the  p,ke  hung  so  fast  that  the  mule  drew  hTmou^  of  T  *  '"""^''^ 
by  that  ace  dent  the  owner  of  the  m.,l         T  -.  .        ^^^^'''  ^"^^ 

the  same  Gesner  obse^es  tha  a  n^id  in'"^  I  7i  '}'  ^"^'^-  ^"'^ 
by  the  foot,  as  she  was  wXg^  J^Sf  i  ",^1^^"'  And  f  f  ''s  '!? 
the  hlce  of  a  woman  in  KiJlineworth  i^ond^nnfV  P  ^,^''*'  ^^^"'^ 
But  I  have  been  assured  by  mf  friend  Mr la^r,  c  ^^l  ^^^^^r^^ry. 
to  you  formerly)  that  keeps  tarn"  otte^t^J^h^^  K  1-''''°"' '  ^P^^*= 
in  extreme  hunger  fight  with  one  of  h!:  o^f  %  ^^^^  ^"°^"  ^  ?'''« 
otter  had  caughl  anf  waTlrbringin^o^utTf  tt  U7  tV'^ 
toJd  you  who  re  ate  these  thintrc  ,«7j  ?ii  ,  "^^     '   "^^^ 

credit';  and  shall  conduce  tRbt^vdinTv  M^  "'^  ^"""u^  ^^ 
wise  man  has  observed  "  It  is  a  hfrH  .i°  '  ^  ^'^'''"g  X^"  what  a 
because  it  has  no  ears  ''  ^  '^'"^  '°  P*^'"^"^'^'^  ^^e  belly, 

thafa  i>ik^':n,tlr  ^fisJf  o/' hf'  '  \^- -i^-  to  bedoubted. 
than  his  belly  or  throa  will  receive  .T  'f  '^'^  '"^^^^  ^  ^^Sg^^ 
let  the  other'part  rem' in  in  £  llfh  "1  ?h"e  '  ^'n'  ^^^im^nd 

Beasts,  taking  th'eir  ^n^^t!  ^t:^ ^\i^':.::^-^ZS;tZ 
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their  belly,  but  first  into  some  place  betwixt,  and  then  chew  it,  or 
digest  it  by  degrees  after,  v/hich  is  railed  chewing  the  cud.  And, 
doubtless,  pikes  will  bitK  when  they  are  not  hungry ;  but,  as  some  think, 
even  for  very  anger,  when  a  tempting  bait  comes  near  to  them. 

And  it  is  observed  that  the  pike  will  eat  venomous  things  (as  some 
kind  of  frogs  are)  and  yet  live  without  being  harmed  by  them  ;  for, 
as  some  say,  he  has  in  him  a  natural  balsam,  or  antidote  against  all 
poison  :  and  he  has  a  strange  heat,  that  though  it  appears  to  us  to 
be  cold,  can  yet  digest  or  put  over  any  fish-flesh,  by  degrees,  without 
being  sick.  And  others  observe  that  he  n^tver  eats  the  venomous 
frog  till  he  have  first  killed  her,  and  then  (as  ducks  are  observed  to 
do  to  frogs  in  spawning  time,  at  which  time  some  frogs  are  observed 
to  be  venomous)  so  thoroughly  washed  her,  by  tumbling  her  up  and 
down  in  the  water,  that  he  may  devour  her  without  danger.  And 
Gesner  affirms  that  a  Polonian  gentleman  did  faithfully  assure  him, 
he  had  seen  two  young  geese  at  one  time  in  the  belly  of  a  pike. 
And  doubtless  a  pike,  in  his  height  of  hunger,  will  bite  at  and  devour 
a  d<tg  that  swims  in  a  pond  ;  and  there  have  been  examples  of  it,  or 
the  like  ;  for,  as  I  told  you,  "  The  belly  has  no  ears  when  hunger 
comes  upon  it." 

The  pike  is  also  observed  to  be  a  solitary,  melanchol  and  a  bold 
fis'  melancholy  because  he  always  swims  or  rests  himself  aione,  and 
n-  •  swims  in  shoals  or  with  company,  as  roach  and  dace  and  most 
<.  iv  fish  do  :  and  bold,  because  he  fears  not  a  shadow,  or  to  see  or 
.J  seen  of  anybody,  as  the  trout  and  chub  and  all  other  fish  do. 

And  it  is  observed  by  Gesner,  that  the  jaw-bones,  and  hearts  and 
galls  of  pikes  are  very  i.iedicinable  for  several  diseases  ;  or  to  stop 
alood,  to  abate  fevers,  (.0  cure  agues,  to  oppose  or  expel  the  infection 
of  the  plague,  and  to  be  many  ways  medicinable  and  useful  for  the 
good  of  mankind  ;  but  he  observes  that  the  biting  of  a  pike  is 
venomous,  and  hard  to  be  cured. 

And  it  is  observed  that  the  pike  is  a  fish  that  breeds  but  once  a 
year,  and  that  other  fish  (as  namely  loaches)  do  breed  oftener,  as  we 
are  certain  tame  pigeons  do  almost  every  month  ;  and  yet  the  hawk 
(a  bird  of  prey,  as  the  pike  is  of  fish)  breeds  but  once  in  twelve 
months.     And  you   are   to   note,  that   his   rime   of  breeding,   or 
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spawning,  is  usually  about  the  end  of  February,  or  somewhat  l.f.r 
«n   Marcl,.  as  the  weather  proves  colder  or  wa^mer^nH  f        f' 

io't^ltr  ol7:^^'^*"«  '•'  ^''^  •  ^  '^  -dTrpiWetiliraTy' 
go  together  out  of  a  river  into  some  ditch  or  creek   anH  fK,f  »k  ^ 

time  th..  she  »  cstmg  her  ,paw„,  but  touches  her  not 

Jrs:;^  shluXeftr^r  t,  ."S'tat  l°tLTS''  " 

But  before   r  rZZ    A^    L      ?  '  *"''  '"'^  *°"*'  '"  sm.ul  ponds. 
Dut   Derore  1  proceed  further,  I  am  to  tell  vmi   fh,»  »u        • 

great  antipathy  betwixt  the   p.ke  and   some  fro«'    anVju-"  "  * 
h.s  own  eyes,  and  could  not?orbekr  ,o  tell  the  Veadrwhi^^^^^^^ 

Boher:hry's:t%';^'o7w'ht^"^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

by  t.e  shore^idejeap  u^ol:  h^^    'i^l^^^  ^  ^ 

^ut  hlT  '"^'?y  r  'I'-""'  '^''^'  «"d  staring  eyes,^dLSh 
thl  .  T  '"'^  ""^"'^^'^  '^^  P''''^'''  f'^^d.  and  presently  rSSed 
them   to  h.s  eyes,  tearing  with  them  and   his  teeth  thoL^nder 

tier       ;  Pf\"'""'i^  ""''^  =^"8"''^'  "^°v^«  up  and   down  ?he 

m?ah;  '  .  "u^"  ^y"u^'^  "g"'"^^  ^^^^«  »"d  whatever  he  thought 
might  quit  him  of  his  enemy  ;  but  all   in  vain    for  tlJ  A.^  K 

C'r  ^".".^V?"'"^^"^'^'' "^  -  '''^^  -dTrm  "         ^?e  till 
his  strength   failed,  and  then  the   frog  sunk  with  the  ^kf  fn  Ihl 
bottom  of  the  water  ■  then  pre^ntlyThe  froglp^ied  £n  at  the 
top  and   croaked    and  seemed   to  rejoice  like  a  conquefor     Ifter 
which  he  presently  retired  to  his  secret  hole      TkI  i?-  u        u'     [    , 
beheld  theS>attIe  Llled  his  fish  r^nt^fetchht  nS^Ldl^  ^ 
means  to  get  the  pke  that  they  might  decSfwh     S  h"^^^^^^^^^^ 
and   the  p.kc  was  drawn  forth,  and  both  his  eyes  eaten   oS.; 
which  when  they  l^gan  to  wonder,  the  fisherman  wished  them  to 
^orl^ar,  and  assured  them  he  was  certain  that  pikeTwet  'of^n  s^ 

I  told  this,  which  is  to  be  read  in  the  sixth  chapter  of  the  first 
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book    of    Dubravius,    unto   a   friend,    who   reolied     "If   w« 
.mprobable  as  to  have  the  mouse  scratch  out  the   at' s  ey  s  "     Bu 

felm  ?    "°'   ^ri^^'    *^*^    *^^^«    ^   fishing   frogs   (which   the 
Dalmatians   call   the  water-devil)    of  which    I    mi^l^f   .11 

but  that  there  be  some  frogs  so  fearful  of  the  water-snake    th,^ 
when  they  sw.m  in  a  place  in  which  they  fear  to  meet  with  him 

me'eVt"  ^'i  '  '^'^  '"°^^  '"'°  ^''^i^  mouths,  whkhiflty  two 
meet  by  accident,  secures  the  frog  from  the  strenafh  .nH  17       c 

the  snake  ;  and  note,  that  the  frof  usulyt imsTh^  SLTX^I 

thete"'bj"lanj  "ndT;t:r-L"ke^"c^^^^^^^^^    ^l^l"'^  ^^S^'  ^ 
observation,  that  the  ra^sSeteed^arKhert';^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
become  young  snakes,  in  some  old  dunghill  or  a  like  hftnT,. 
but  the  water-snake,  which  is  not  venoLu s  (and,L  I  haVrfc 
assured  by  a  great  observer  of  such  secrets)  dS  not  hatch    Z 
breed  her  young  alive,  which  she  does  not  then  forike  bufhlS 
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place  when  you  shall  be  absent  from  it ;  and  I  call  that  a  walking- 
bait  which  you  take  with  you,  and  have  ever  in  motion.  Concerning 
which  two,  I  shall  give  you  this  direction,  that  your  ledger-bait  is 
best  to  be  a  living  bait,  though  a  dead  one  may  catch,  whether  it  be 
a  fish  or  a  frog  ;  and  that  you  may  make  them  live  the  longer,  you 
may,  or  indeed  you  must,  take  this  course  : 

First,  for  your  live-bait  of  fish,  a  roach  or  dace  is,  I  think,  best 
and  most  tempting  and  a  perch  is  the  longest  lived  on  a  hook  ;  and 
having  cut  off  his  fin  on  his  back,  which  may  be  done  without 
hurting  him,  you  must  take  your  knife  (which  cannot  be  too  sharp) 
and  betwixt  the  head  and  the  fin  on  the  back,  cut  or  make  an 
incision,  or  such  a  scar,  as  you  may  put  the  arming-wire  of  your 
hook  into  it,  with  as  little  bruising  or  hurting  the  fish  as  art  and 
diligence  will  enable  you  to  do  ;  and  so  cr-rying  your  arming-wire 
along  his  back,  unto  or  near  the  tail  of  your  fish,  betwixt  the  skin 
and  the  body  of  it,  draw  out  that  wire  or  arming  of  \  ur  hook  at 
another  scar  near  to  his  tail  :  then  tie  him  about  it  with  thread,  but 
no  harder  than  of  necessity  to  prevent  hurting  the  fish  ;  and  the 
better  to  avoid  hurting  the  fish,  some  have  a  kind  of  probe  to  open 
I  the  way,  for  the  more  easy  entrance  and  passage  of  your  wire  or 

arming  ;  but  as  for  these,  time  and  a  little  experience  will  teach  you 
better  than  I  can  by  words  ;  therefore  I  will  for  the  present  say  no 
more  of  this,  but  come  next  to  give  you  some  directions  how  to  bait 
your  hook  with  a  frog. 

Ven.  But,  good  master,  did  you  not  say  even  now  that  some 
frogs  are  venomous,  and  is  it  not  dangerous  to  touch  them  \ 

Pisc.  Yes  ;  but  I  will  give  you  some  rules  or  cautions  concerning 
them.  And  first,  you  are  to  note,  that  there  are  two  kinds  of  frogs  ; 
that  is  to  say  (if  I  may  so  express  myself)  a  flesh  and  a  fish-frog  : 
by  flesh-frogs,  I  mean  frogs  that  breed  and  live  on  the  land  ;  and  of 
these  there  be  several  sorts  also,  and  of  several  colours,  some  being 
speckled,  some  greenish,  some  blackish  or  brown  :  the  green  frog, 
which  is  a  small  one,  is  by  Topsel  taken  to  be  venomous,  and  so  is 
the  paddock  or  frog  paddock,  which  usually  keeps  or  breeds  on  the 
land,  and  is  very  large  and  bony  and  big,  especially  the  she-frog  of 
that  kind  ;  yet  these  will  sometimes  come  into  the  water,  but  it  is 
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m  my  power,  it  should  rain  none  but  waS-froi  L  thn/r  .v"",! 
are  not  venomous  esnerlnll,,  *J,  "' ."^f  ^'^  ^"^ogs.  ^or  those  I  thmk 
February  or  SbreSsfn^VK"   r^ht  water-frog,  which   about 

Jikes   tet.     And'ls  „i    "  r?™    £';  ^  "^'  "■=  ?"'=  "" 
alive :  ^  §^'  *"*^  "^  "^^y  contmue  long 

hook,  I  „,«„  The^mt^!;i  J^^T  ^,"°""  i^T  ■■  'fy-  p"'  your 

<4^S^'r!trirVf  '•'-"-  f-  "■«  baiting  y„„ 
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much  of  it  as  you  intend  ;  and  choose  your  forked  stick  to  be  of 
that  bigness  as  may  keep  the  fish  or  frog  from  pulling  the  forked 
sticlc  under  the  water  till  the  pike  bites  ;  and  then  the  pike  having 
pulled  the  line  forth  of  the  cleft  or  nick  of  that  stick  in  which  it  was 
gently  fastened,  he  will  have  line  enough  to  go  to  his  hold  and  pouch 
the  bait ;  and  if  you  would  have  this  ledger-bait  to  keep  at  a  fixed 
place,  undisturbed  by  wind  or  other  accidents,  wh^jh  may  drive  it  to 
the  shore  side  (for  you  are  to  note,  that  it  is  likeliest  to  catch  a  pike 
in  the  midst  of  the  water),  then  hang  a  small  plummet  of  lead,  a 
stone,  or  piece  of  tile,  or  a  turf  in  a  string,  and  cast  it  into  the  water 
with  the  forked  stick,  to  hang  upon  the  ground,  to  be  a  kind  of 
anchor  to  keep  the  forked  stick  from  moving  out  of  your  intended 
place  till  the  pike  come.  This  I  take  to  be  a  very  good  way,  to  use 
so  many  ledger-baits  as  you  intend  to  make  trial  of. 

Or  if  you  bait  your  hooks  thus  with  live  fish  or  frogs,  and  in  a 
windy  day,  fasten  them  thus  to  a  bough  or  bundle  of  straw,  and  by 
the  help  of  that  wind  can  get  them  to  move  across  a  pond  or  mere, 
you  are  like  to  stand  still  on  the  shore  and  see  sport  presently  if  there 
be  any  store  of  pikes  ;  or  these  live  baits  may  make  sport,  being  tied 
about  the  body  or  wings  of  a  goose  or  duck,  and  she  chased  over  a 
pond  ;  and  the  like  may  be  done  with  turning  three  or  four  live  baits 
thus  fastened  to  bladders,  or  boughs,  or  bottles  of  hay  or  flags,  to 
swim  down  a  river,  whilst  you  walk  quietly  alone  on  the  shore,  and 
are  still  in  expectation  of  sport.  The  rest  must  be  taught  you 
by  practice,  for  time  will  not  allow  me  to  say  more  of  this  kind  of 
fishing  with  live  baits. 

And  for  your  dead  bait  for  a  pike,  for  that  you  may  be  taught  by 
one  day's  going  a-fishing  with  me,  or  any  other  body  that  fishes  for 
him,  for  the  baiting  your  hook  with  a  dead  gudgeon  or  a  roach,  and 
moving  it  up  and  down  the  water,  is  too  easy  a  thing  to  take  up  any 
time  to  direct  you  to  do  it ;  and  yet,  because  I  cut  you  short  in  that, 
I  will  commute  for  it  by  telling  you  that  that  was  told  me  for  a 
secret  :  it  is  this  : 

"  Dissolve  gum  of  ivy  in  oil  of  spike,  and  therewith  anoint  your 
dead  bait  for  a  pike,  and  then  cast  it  into  a  likely  place,  and  when  it 
has  lain  a  short  time  at  the  bottom,  draw  it  towards  the  top  of  the 
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anchoviX  „To7,Le  li^r.h'''''  T'  P  '';'«' "X^"-.  »nd  some 

S:.':^  tlr.'  a"  "  ""*  °^i'  -  y-  possibl/ca:,  ;  bi  ■  ak'e' 

out  at  h  r,a"    a„H  .tTr"?  '°  ""T  *=  'P''  '''^S''  "s  mouth 
thin  laths  anH,  .  ■      ^'  '^°"."''  <"■  ">■=.  Of  "x  split  sticks  orvtrv 
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sauce  that 
will  be  kept 
was 


roasted    in  his   belly  ;  and    by  this   means  the  pike 

unbroken   and  complete  :    then,   to  the  sauce  which 

within,  and  also  that  sauce  in  the  pan,  you  are  to  add  a  fit 

?[uantity  of  the  best  butter,  and  to  squeeze  the  juice  of  three  or 
our  oranges  :  lastly,  you  may  either  put  into  the  pike  with  the 
oysters  two  cloves  of  garlick,  and  take  -t  whole  out,  when  the  pike 
is  cut  off  the  spit ;  or  to  give  the  sauce  a  haut-gout  let  the  dish  (into 
which  you  let  the  pike  fall)  be  rubbed  with  it  :  the  using  or  not  using 
of  this  garlick  is  left  to  your  discretion. — M.  B. 

This  dish  of  meat  is  too  good  for  any  but  anglers,  or  very  honest 
men  ;  and  I  trust  you  will  prove  both,  and  therefore  I  have  trusted 
you  with  this  secret. 

Let  me  next  tell  you  that  Gesner  tells  us  there  are  no  pikes  in 
Spain  ;  and  that  the  largest  are  in  the  lake  Thrasymene  in  Italy; 
and  the  next,  if  not  equal  to  them,  are  the  pikes  of  England ;  and 
that  in  England,  Lincolnshire  boasteth  to  have  the  biggest.  Just 
so  doth  Sussex  boast  of  four  sorts  of  fish  ;  namely,  an  Arundel 
Mullet,  a  Chichester  Lobster,  a  Shelsey  Cockle,  and  an  Amerley 
Trout. 

But  I  will  take  up  no  more  of  your  time  with  this  relation,  but 
proceed  to  give  you  some  observations  of  the  Carp,  and  how  to  angle 
for  him,  and  to  dress  him,  but  not  till  he  is  caught. 
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CHAPTER   IX 

Observations  of  the  Carp ;  with  Directions  how  to  Fish  for  him. 

^!^;^^^^^^*'P  ''  **"!  'J"^^"  °''"^««  ;  a  stately,  a 
good,  and  a  very  subtle  fish;  that  was  not  at  first 
bred,  nor  hath  been  long  in  England,  but  is  now 
l^lfZ^'  J'  '\  ''"^  '^^y  ^^'^  brought  hither 
^^Zl    A  -^c  "'' '  S""^^^*"^"  '^^'  ^hen  lived  at 

Sr^ If  i '"  ^"''''''  ^  *=°""*y  *h*t  ^b°"nds  more 
witft  hsh  than  any  in  this  nation 

rou  may  remember  that  I  told  you  Gesner  says  there  are  no  Dikes 

m  Spa.n  ;  and  doubtless  there  was  a  time,  about^a  hundred  or  a  few 

Hops  and  turkeys,  carps  and  heer, 
Came  into  England  all  in  a  year. 

And  doubtless,  as  of  sea-fish  the  herring  dies  soonest  out  of  the 
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water,  and  of  fresh-water  fish,  the  trout,  so  (except  the  eel)  the  carp 
endures  most  hardness,  and  lives  longest  out  of  his  own  proper 
element.  And,  therefore,  the  rej)ort  of  the  carp's  being  brought  out 
of  a  foreign  country  into  this  nation  is  the  more  probable. 

Carps  and  loaches  are  observed  to  breed  jeveral  months  in  one 
year,  which  pikes  and  most  other  fish  do  not.  And  this  is  partly 
proved  by  tame  and  wild  rabbits  ;  and  also  by  some  ducks,  which 
will  lay  eggs  nine  out  of  the  twelve  months  ;  and  yet  there  be  other 
ducks  that  lay  not  longer  than  about  one  month.  And  it  is  the 
rather  to  be  believed,  because  you  shall  scarce  or  never  take  a  male 
carp  without  a  melt,  or  a  female  without  a  roe  or  spawn,  and  for  the 
most  part,  very  much,  and  especially  all  the  summer  season.  And  it 
is  observed  that  they  breed  more  naturally  in  ponds  than  in  running 
waters  (if  they  breed  there  at  all) ;  and  that  those  that  live  in  rivers 
are  taken  by  men  of  the  best  palates  to  be  much  the  better  meat. 

And  it  is  observed  that  in  some  ponds  carps  will  not  breed, 
especially  in  cold  ponds  ;  but  where  they  will  breed  they  breed 
innumerably  :  Aristotle  and  Pliny  say  six  times  in  a  year,  if  there  be 
no  pikes  or  perch  to  devour  their  spawn,  when  it  is  cast  upon  grass, 
or  flags,  or  weeds,  where  it  lies  ten  or  twelve  days  before  it  is 
enlivened. 

The  carp,  if  he  have  water  room  and  good  feed,  will  grow  to  a 
very  great  bigness  and  length  ;  I  have  heard,  to  be  much  above  a 
yard  long.  Tis  said  (by  Jovius,  who  hath  writ  of  fishes)  that  in 
the  lake  Lurian  in  Italy  carps  have  thriven  to  be  more  than  fifty 
pounds  weight ;  which  is  the  more  probable,  for  as  the  bear  is  con- 
ceived and  born  suddenly,  and  being  born,  is  but  short-lived,  so,  on 
the  contrary,  the  elephant  is  said  to  be  two  years  in  his  dam's  belly 
(some  think  he  is  ten  years  in  it),  and  being  born,  grows  in  bigness 
twenty  years ;  and  'tis  observed,  too,  that  he  lives  to  the  age  of  a 
hundred  years.  And  'tis  also  observed  that  the  crocodile  is  very 
long-lived,  and  more  than  that,  that  all  that  long  life  he  thrives  in 
bigness  ;  and  so  I  think  some  earns  do,  especially  in  some  places ; 
though  I  never  saw  one  above  twenty-three  inches,  which  was  a  great 
and  a  goodly  fish  ;  but  have  been  assured  they  are  of  a  far  greater 
size,  and  in  England  too. 
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thJiiT;  Ir^^  '""■"'^r  °^'"P'  "  wonderful  for  their  number  so 

£   I  iv  after  ,'hi  '  "f*""  '"  ""^  '"""="  f"'  °"=  »P»»"4  h" 
iw  in  1  h  A     ^"'■"'^'•"^  '°"g«f  to  fish  the  said  pond,  but  that  he 

«ut  I  am  fallen  into  this  discourse  by  accident  of  which  I  ml^K^ 

162 


U    H. 


•1'  J 

fli 

it 

''  Am 

v^m 


m  V 


The  CotnpUat  ^Angler 

The  age  of  carps  is  by  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  in  his  History  of  Lift 
and  Tieath  observed  to  be  but  ten  years  ;  yet  others  think  they  live 
longer.  Gesner  says  a  carp  has  been  known  to  live  in  the  Palatinate 
above  a  hundred  years  ;  but  most  conclude,  that  (contrary  to  the 
p.ke  or  luce)  all  carps  are  the  better  for  age  and  bigness.  The 
tongues  of  carps  are  noted  to  be  choice  and  costly  meat,  especially  to 
them  that  buy  them  :  but  Gesner  says  carps  have  no  tongue  like 
other  fish  but  a  piece  of  flesh-like  fish  in  their  mouth  Ifke  to  a 
tongue,  and  should  be  called  a  palate  :  but  it  is  certain  it  is  choicely 
good  ;  and  that  the  carp  is  to  be  reckoned  amongst  those  leather- 
mouthed  fish,  which  I  told  you  have  their  teeth  in  their  throat,  and 
for  that  reason  he  is  very  seldom  lost  by  breaking  his  hold,  if  vour 
hook  be  once  stuck  into  his  chaps.  ' 

I  told  you  that  Sir  Francis  Bacon  thinks  that  the  carp  lives  but  ten 
yeare ;  but  Janus  Dubravius  has  writ  a  book,  Of  Fish  and  Fish, 
ponds,  in  which  he  says,  that  carps  begin  to  spawn  at  the  ap-  of  three 
years,  and  continue  to  do  so  till  thirty:  he  says  also.  That  in  the 
time  of  their  breeding,  which  is  in  summer,  when  the  sun  hath  warmed 
both  the  earth  and  water,  and  so  apted  them  also  for  generation, 
that  then  three  or  four  male  carps  will  follow  a  female  T  and  that 
tnen  she  putting  on  a  seeming  coyness,  they  force  her  through  weeds 
and  flags,  where  she  lets  fall  her  eggs  or  spawn,  which  sticks  fast  to 
the  weeds ;  and  then  they  let  fall  their  melt  upon  it,  and  so  it  be- 
comes in  a  short  time  to  be  a  living  fish  :  and.  as  I  told  you.  it  is 
thought  that  the  carp  does  this  several  months  in  the  year.     And 
most  believe  that  most  fish  breed  after  this  manner  except  the  eel 
And  It  has  been  observed,  that  when  the  spawner  has  weakened  her- 
self by  doing  that  natural  office,  that  two  or  three  melters  have 
helped  her  from  ofl^the  weeds,  by  bearing  her  up  on  both  sides,  and 
guarding  her  into  the  deep.     And  you  may  note,  that  though  this 
may  seem  a  curiosity  not  worth  observing,  yet  others  have  judged  it 
worth  their  time  and  cost  to  make  glass  hives,  and  order  them  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  see  how  bees  have  bred  and  make  their  honey- 
combs, and  how  they  have  obeyed  their  king,  and  governed  their 
commonwealth.     But  it  is  thought  that  all  ?arps  arl  not  bred  by 
generation ;  but  that  some  breed  other  ways,  as  some  pikes  do. 

164 


The  CompUat  ^Angler 

The  physicians  make  the  ^alls  and  stones  in  the  heads  of  carps  to 
be  very  medictnable.  But  'tis  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  in  Italy 
they  make  great  profit  of  the  spawn  of  carps,  by  selling  it  to  the 
Jews,  who  make  it  into  red  caviare  ;  the  Jews  not  being  by  their 
law  admitted  to  eat  of  cavaire  made  of  the  sturgeon,  that  being  a 
fish  that  wants  scales,  and  (as  may  appear  in  Lev.  1 1)  by  them  reputed 
to  be  unclean. 

Much  more  might  be  said  out  of  him,  and  out  of  Aristotle,  which 
Dubravius  often  quotes  in  his  Discourse  of  Fishes  ;  but  it  might 
rather  perplex  than  satisfy  you  ;  and  therefore  I  shall  rather  choose 
to  direct  you  how  to  catch,  than  spend  more  time  in  discoursing 
either  of  the  nature  or  the  breeding  of  this  carp,  or  of  any  more 
circumstances  concerning  him;  but  yet  I  shall  remembe-  yi>u  of 
what  I  told  you  before,  that  he  is  a  very  subtle  fish,  and  hard  to  be 
caught. 

And  my  first  direction  is,  that  if  you  will  fish  for  a  carp,  you 
must  put  on  a  very  large  measure  of  patience  ;  especially  to  fish  for 
a  river  carp  :  I  have  known  a  very  good  fisher  angle  diligently  four 
or  six  hours  in  a  day,  for  three  or  four  days  together,  for  a  river 
carp,  and  not  have  a  bite  :  and  you  are  to  note  that  in  some  ponds 
it  is  as  hard  to  catch  a  carp  as  in  a  river  ;  that  is  to  say,  where  they 
have  store  of  feed,  and  the  water  is  of  a  clayish  colour  ;  but  you  are 
to  remember  that  I  have  told  you  there  is  no  rule  without  an  excep- 
tion ;  and  therefore  being  possessed  with  that  hope  and  patience 
which  I  wish  to  all  fishers,  especially  to  the  carp-angler,  I  shall  tell 
you  with  what  bait  to  fish  for  him.  But  first,  you  are  to  know  that 
it  must  be  either  early  or  late  ;  and  let  me  tell  you  that  in  hot 
weather  (for  he  will  seldom  bite  in  cold)  you  cannot  be  too  early  or 
too  late  at  it.  And  some  have  be -n  so  curious  as  to  say  the  tenth  of 
April  is  a  fatal  day  for  carps. 

The  carp  bites  either  at  worms  or  at  paste  ;  and  of  worms  I  think 
the  bluish  marsh  or  meadow  worm  is  best  ;  but  possibly  another 
worm  not  too  big  may  do  as  well,  and  so  may  a  green  gentle  :  and 
as  for  pastes,  there  are  almost  as  many  sorts  as  there  are  medicines 
for  the  toothache ;  but  doubtless  sweet  pastes  are  the  best ;  I  mean 
pastes  made  with  honey  or  with  sugar;  which,  that  you  may  the  better 
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beguile  this  crafty  fish,  should  be  thrown  in  the  pond  or  place  in 
which  you  fish  for  h.m  some  hours,  or  longer,  before  you  undemk^ 
your  trial  of  skill  with  the  angle-rod  ;  and  doubtless  if  it  bT  thrown 
mto  the  water  a  day  or  two  before,  at  several  times,  and  in  s3 
pellets,  you  are  the  hkel  er,  when  you  fish  for  the  c;rp.  to  obTain 

place,  that  they  may  the  better  and  with  more  hope  be  fished  for 
you  are  to  throw  into  it,  in  some  certain  place,  eithergn^ns  or  bloS 
mixed  with  cow-dung,  or  with  bran  ;  or  any  garbag!,  as  chicW 
guts  or  the  hke;  and  then  some  of  your  small  sS  pellets  wUh 
wh,ch  you  purpose  to  angle  :  and  thei  small  pellets  being  a  /ew  of 
them  also  thrown  in  as  you  are  angling,  will  be  the  better 

And  your  paste  must  be  thus  made  :  take  the  flesh  of  a  rabbit  nr 
cat  cut  small ;  and  bean  flour  ;  and  if  that  may  not  beeasUygot  ge 
other  flour  ;  and  then  mix  these  together,  and  put  to  them  either 

ma  mortar  or  sometimes  work  them  in  your  hands  fyour  hands 
being  very  clean) ;  and  then  make  it  into  a  ball,  or  two  or  "hree   a 

fn'the  :  ^f '  ^"'"  y°"7"  '  ^"*  y°"  '"-^  --"^  -  pound  is?k,ng 
in  the  mortar  as  to  make  it  so  tough  as  to  hang  upon  your  hcTk 

without  washing  from  it.  yet  not'toohard;  or!  th^at  yoTmay^e 
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better  keep  it  on  your  hook,  you  may  knead  with  your  paste  a  little 
(and  not  much)  white  or  yellowish  wool. 

And  if  you  would  have  this  paste  keep  all  the  year,  for  any  other 
fish,  then  mix  with  it  virgin  wax,  and  clarified  honey,  and  work  them 
together  with  your  hands  before  the  fire;  then  make  these  intobni' 
and  they  will  keep  all  the  year. 

And  if  you  fish  for  a  carp  with  gentles,  then  put  upon  your  hook 
a  little  piece  of  scarlet  about  this  bigness  Q,  it  being  soaked  in  or 
anointed  with  oil  of  peter,  called  by  some  oil  of  the  rock;  and  it' 
your  gentles  be  put  two  or  three  days  before  into  a  bt'^.  n-  horn 
anointed  with  honey,  and  so  put  upon  your  hook  as  to  pri'^crvc  t'-  .m 
to  be  living,  you  are  as  like  to  kill  this  crafty  fish  this  '^  ly  .is  any 
other;  but  still,  as  you  are  fishing,  chew  a  little  whitt  ^r  hrcvn 
bread  in  your  mouth,  and  cast  it  into  the  pond  about  the  place  v.  lurt- 
your  floats  wims.  Other  baits  there  be;  but  these,  with  diligence 
and  patient  watchfulness,  will  do  it  better  than  any  that  I  have  evir 
practised,  or  heard  of :  and  yet  I  shall  tell  you  that  the  crumb  of 
white  bread  and  honey,  made  into  a  paste,  is  a  good  bait  for  a  carp  ; 
and  you  know  it  is  more  easily  made.  And  having  said  thus  much 
of  a  carp,  my  next  discourse  shall  be  of  the  bream  ;  which  shall  not 
prove  so  tedious,  aud  therefore  I  desire  the  continuance  of  your 
attention. 

But,  first,  I  will  tell  you  how  to  make  this  carp,  that  is  so  curious 
to  be  caught,  so  curious  a  dish  of  meat,  as  shall  make  him  worth  all 
your  labour  and  patience  ;  and  though  it  is  not  without  some  trouble 
and  charges,  yet  it  will  recompense  both. 

Take  a  carp  (alive  if  possible),  scour  him,  and  rub  him  clean  with 
water  and  salt,  but  scale  him  not  ;  then  open  him,  and  put  him,  with 
his  blood,  and  his  liver  (which  you  must  save  when  you  open  him) 
into  a  small  pot  or  kettle  ;  then  take  sweet  marjoram,  thyme,  and 
parsley,  of  each  half  a  handful,  a  sprig  of  rosemary,  and  another  of 
savory,  bind  them  into  two  or  three  small  bundles,  and  put  them  to 
your  carp,  with  four  or  five  whole  onions,  twenty  pickled  oysters, 
and  three  anchovies.  Then  pour  upon  your  carp  as  much  claret 
wine  as  will  only  cover  him,  and  season  your  claret  well  with  salt, 
cloves,  and  mace,  and  the  rinds  of  oranges  and  lemons ;  that  done, 
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cover  your  pot  and  set  .t  on  a  quick  fire  till  it  be  sufficiently  boiled- 
then  take  out  the  carp  and  lay  it  with  the  broth  into  the  dish  and 
pour  upon  it  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  the  best  fre.hvZ.  '  .  ^ 
and  beaten  with\a,f-a-dozenUnfuls  o^f^het^h  H^^^^^^^^ 
or  three  eggs,  and  some  of  the  herbs  shred;  garnish  vour  dish  wh^h 
lemons,  and  so  serve  it  up.  and  much  good  df  you      ^ 
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CHAPTER   X 

Observations  of  the  Bream,  and  Directions  to  Catch  him. 

IISC.  The  Bream,  being  at  a  full  growth,  is  a  large 
and  stately  fish  :  he  will  breed  both  in  rivers  and 
ponds ;  but  loves  best  to  live  in  ponds,  and 
where,  if  he  likes  the  water  and  air,  he  will  grow 
not  only  to  be  very  large,  but  as  fat  as  a  hog  :  he 
IS  by  Gesner  taken  to  be  more  pleasant  or  sweet 
than  wholesome  :  this  fish  is  long  in  growinp 
but  breeds  exceedingly  in  a  water  that  pleases  him  :  yea,  in  many 
ponds  so  fast  as  to  overstore  them,  and  starve  the  other  fish. 

He  IS  very  broad,  with  a  forkeu  tail,  and  his  scales  set  in  excellent 
order;  he  hath  large  eyes,  and  a  narrow  sucking  mouth;  he  hath 
two  sets  of  teeth,  and  a  lozenge-like  bone,  a  bone  to  help  his  grind- 
ing. The  melter  is  observed  to  have  two  large  n  .elts ;  and  the 
female  two  large  bags  of  eggs  or  spawn. 

Gesner  reports,  that  in  Poland  a  certain  and  a  great  number  of 
large  breams  were  put  into  a  pond,  which  in  the  next  following  winter 
were  frozen  up  into  one  entire  ice,  and  not  one  drop  of  water  remain- 
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ing,  nor  one  of  these  fish  to  be  found,  though  they  were  diligently 
searched  for;  and  yet  the  next  spring,  when  the  ice  was  thawed, 
and  the  weather  warm,  and  fresh  water  got  into  the  pond,  he  affirms 
they  all  appeared  again.  This  Gesner  affirms,  and  I  quote  my 
author  because  it  seems  almost  as  incredible  as  the  resurrection  to 
an  atheist :  but  it  may  win  something,  in  point  of  believing  it,  to 
hirn  that  considers  the  breeding  or  renovation  of  the  silk-worm 
and  of  many  insects.  And  that  is  considerable,  which  Sir  Francis 
Bacon  observes  in  his  History  of  Life  and  Death  (fol.  20),  that  there 
be  some  herbs  thac  die  and  spring  every  year,  and  some  endure 
longer. 

But  though  some  do  not,  yet  the  French  esteem  this  fish  highly 
and  to  that  end  have  this  proverb,  "  He  that  hath  breams  in  his  pond 
IS  able  to  bid  his  friend  welcome."  And  it  is  noted  that  the  best 
part  of  a  bream  is  his  belly  and  head. 

Some  say  that  breams  and  roaches  will  mix  their  eggs  and  melt 
together,  and  so  there  is  in  many  places  a  bastard  breed  of  breams 
that  never  come  to  be  either  large  or  good,  but  very  numerous. 

The  baits  good  to  catch  this  Bream  are  many.     i.  Paste  made  of 
brown  bread  and  honey,  gentles,  or  the  brood  of  wasps  that  be  young 
(and  then  not  unlike  gentles),  and  should  be  hardened  in  an  oven 
or  dned  on  a  tile  before  the  fire,  to  make  them  tough  ;  or  there  is 
at  the  root  of  docks  or  flags,  or  rushes  in  watery  places,  a  worm  not 
unlike  a  maggot,  at  which  ten-h  will  bite  freely.     Or  he  will  bite  at 
a  grasshopper  with  his  legs  nipped  oW,  in  June  or  July,  or  at  several 
flies  under  water,  which  may  be  found  on  flags  that  grow  near  to  the 
water-side.     I  doubt  not  but  that  there  be  many  other  baits  that  are 
good ;  but  I  will  turn  them  all  into  this  excellent  one,  either  for  a 
carp  or  bream,  in  any  river  or  mere  :  it  was  given  to  me  by  a  most 
honest  and  excellent  angler ;  and  hoping  you  will  prove  both,  I  will 
impart  it  to  you. 

I.  Let  your  bait  be  as  big  a  red  worm  as  you  can  find,  without  a 
knot ;  get  a  pint  or  quart  of  them  in  an  evening  in  garden  walks,  or 
chalky  common,  after  a  shower  of  rain,  and  put  them  with  cle»n 
moss  well  washed  and  picked,  and  the  water  squeezed  out  of  the 
moss  as  dry  as  you  can,  into  an  earthen  pot  or  pipkin  set  dry,  and 
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change  the  moss  fresh  every  three  or  four  days,  for  three  weeks  or  a 
month  together;  then  your  bait  will  he  at  the  best,  for  it  will  be 
clear  and  lively. 

2.  Having  thus  prepared  your  baits,  get  your  tackling  ready  and 
fitted  for  this  sport.  Take  three  long  angling  rods,  and  as  many  and 
more  silk,  or  silk  and  hair  lines,  and  as  many  large  swan  or  goose- 
quill  floats.  Then  take  a  piece  of  lead  made  after  this  manner, 
and  fasten  them  to  the  low  ends  of  your  lines  ;  then 
fasten  your  link-hook  also  to  the  lead,  and  let  there 
be  about  a  foot  or  ten  inches  between  the  lead  and  the 
hoo!c  ;  but  be  sure  the  lead  be  heavy  enough  to  sink  the 

float   or  quill   a   little   under  the  water,    and  not  the 

quill  to  bear  up  the  lead,  for  the  lead  must  lie  on  the  ground.  Note, 
that  your  link  next  the  hook  may  be  smaller  than  the  rest  of  your 
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line,  if  you  dare  adventure,  for  fear  of  taking  the  pike  or  perch, 
who  will  assuredly  visit  your  hooks,  till  they  be  taken  out  (as  I  will 
show  you  afterward),  before  either  carp  or  bream  will  come  near  to 
bite.  Note  also,  that  when  the  worm  is  well  baited,  it  will  crawl  up 
and  down  as  far  as  the  lead  will  give  leave,  which  much  enticeth  the 
fish  to  bite  without  suspicion. 

3.  Having  thus  prepared  your  baits,  and  fif^ed  your  tackling, 
repair  to  the  river,  where  you  have  seen  them  swim  in  skulls  or 
shoals,  in  the  summer  time,  in  a  hot  afternoon,  about  three  or  four  of 
the  clock,  and  watch  their  going  forth  of  their  deep  holes  and  return- 
ing (which  you  may  well  discern),  for  they  return  about  four  of  the 
clock,  most  of  them  seeking  food  at  the  bottom,  yet  one  or  two  will 
lie  on  the  top  of  the  water,  rolling  and  tumbling  themselves  whilst 
the  rest  are  under  him  at  the  bottom,  and  so  you  shall  perceive  him 
to  keep  sentinel ;  then  mark  where  he  plays  most,  and  stays  longest 
(which  commonly  is  in  the  broadest  and  deepest  place  of  the  river), 
and  there,  or  near  thereabouts,  at  a  clear  bottom  and  a  convenient 
landing-place,  take  one  of  your  angles  ready  fitted  as  aforesaid,  and 
sound  the  bottom,  which  should  be  about  eight  or  ten  i^tt  deep  (two 
yards  from  the  bank  is  the  best).     Then  conside.-  with  yourself 
whether  that  water  will  rise  or  fall  by  the  next  morning,  by  reason  of 
any  water-mills  near,  and  according  to  your  discretion  take  the  depth 
of  the  place,  where  you  mean  after  to  cast  vour  ground-bait,  and  to 
fish,  to  half  an  inch,  that  the  lead  lying  on  near  the  ground-bait, 
the  top  of  the  float  may  only  appear  upright  half  an  inch  above  the 
water. 

Thus  you  having  found  and  fitted  for  the  place  and  depth  thereof, 
then  go  home  and  prepare  your  ground-bait,  which  is,  next  to  the  fruit 
of  your  labours,  to  be  regarded. 

THE    GROUND-BAIT. 

You  shall  take  a  peck,  or  a  peck  and  a  half  (according  to  the 
greatness  of  the  stream  and  deepness  of  the  water  where  you  mean  to 
angle)  of  sweet  gross-ground  barley  malt,  and  boil  it  in  a  kettle  (one 
or  two  warms  is  enough),  then  strain  it  through  a  bag  into  a  tub  (the 
liquor  whereof  hath  often  done  my  horse  much  good),  and  when  the 
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bag  and  malt  is  near  cold,  take  it  down  to  the  water-side  about  eight 
or  nine  of  the  cl  x:k  in  the  evening^,  and  not  b-fore  ;  cast  in  two  pSts 
of  your  ground-bait,  squeezed  hard  between  boih  your  hands  ;  it  will 
sink  presently  to  the  bottom,  and  be  sure  it  may  rest  in  the  very  place 
where  you  mean  to  angle;  if  the  stream  run  hard  or  move  a  little 
cast  your  malt  in  handfuls  a  little  the  higher,  uowards  the  stream. 
You  may,  between  your  hands,  close  the  malt  so  fast  in  handfuls, 
that  the  water  will  hardly  part  it  with  the  fall. 

Your  ground  thus  baited  and  tackling  fitted,  leave  your  bag  with 
the  rest  of  your  tackling  and  ground-bait  near  the  sporting-place  all 
night,  and  m  the  morning  about  three  or  four  of  the  clock  visit  the 
water-side  but  not  too  near,  for  they  have  a  cunning  watchman,  and 
are  watchful  themselves  too. 

Then  gently  take  one  of  your  three  rods,  and  bait  your  hook; 
castmg  It  over  your  ground-bait,  and  gently  and  secretly  draw  it  to 
you,  till  the  lead  rests  about  the  middle  of  the  ground-bait. 

Then  take  a  second  rod,  and  cast  in  about  a  yard  above,  and  your 
third  a  yard  below  the  first  rod  :  and  stay  the  rods  in  the  ground; 
but  go  yourself  so  far  from  the  water-side,  that  you  perceive  nothing 
but  the  top  of  the  floats,  which  you  must  watch  most  diligently  Then 
when  you  have  a  bite,  you  shall  perceive  the  top  of  your  float  to  sink 
suddenly  into  the  water;  yet,  neverthtiess,  be  not  too  hasty  to  run  to 
your  rods,  until  you  see  that  the  '^n.  sv  s  clear  away,  then  creep  to 
the  water-side,  and  give  as  much  iL  as  vou  possibly  can  :  if  it  be  a 
good  carp  or  bream,  they  will  go  to  the  farther  side  of  the  river  • 
then  strike  gently,  and  hold  your  rod  at  a  bent  a  little  while  ;  but  if 
you  both  pull  together,  you  are  sure  to  lose  your  game,  for  either 
your  line,  or  hook,  or  hold  will  break  ;  and  after  you  have  over- 
come them  they  will  make  noble  sport,  and  are  very  shy  to  be 
landed.  The  carp  is  far  stronger  and  more  mettlesome  than  the 
bream. 

Much  more  is  to  be  observed  in  this  kind  of  fish  and  fishing,  but  it 
IS  far  better  for  experience  and  discourse  than  paper.    Only,  thus  much 
is  necessary  for  you  to  know,  and  to  be  mindful  and  careful  of,  that  if 
the  pike  or  perch  do  breed  in  that  river,  they  will  be  sure  to  bite  first 
and  must  first  be  taken.     And  for  the  most  part  they  are  very  large ; 
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and  will  repair  to  y^i  •■  ground  bait,  not  that  they  will  eat  of  it,  but 
will  feed  and  sport  themselves  amongst  the  young  fry  that  gather 
fhout  und  hover  over  the  bait. 

1  ne  way  to  discern  the  pike  and  to  take  him,  if  you  mistrust  your 
bream-hook  (for  I  have  taken  a  pike  a  yard  long  several  times  at 
my  bream-hooks,  and  sometimes  he  hath  had  the  luck  to  share  my 
line),  may  be  thus  : 

Take  a  small  bleak,  or  roach,  or  gudgeon,  and  bait  it,  and  set  it 
alive  among  your  rods,  two  feet  deep  from  the  cork,  with  a  little  red 
worm  on  the  point  of  the  hook ;  then  take  a  few  crumbs  of  white 
bread,  or  some  of  the  ground-bait,  and  sprinkle  it  gently  amongst  your 
rods.  If  Mr.  Pike  ^  there,  then  the  little  fish  will  skip  out  or  the 
water  at  his  appearance,  but  the  live-set  bait  is  sure  to  be  taken. 

Thus  continue  your  sport  from  four  in  the  morning  till  eight,  and 
if  it  be  a  gloomy  windy  day,  they  will  bite  all  day  long.  But  this  is 
too  long  to  stand  to  your  rods  at  one  place,  and  it  will  spoil  your 
evening  sport  that  day,  which  is  this  : 
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of  the  rest  of  your  RroundSanH  f.     aV'^^V  '^"^  '"  °"«  ^alf 
are  gathering  t4ether7forthere^h;?''^^^^  '*":"  "'^'''^^  ^^e  fish 

three  rods,  as  in' the  morni^     you  will  finH  n    '"  ''''''  y^"*" 

evening  till  eight  of  the  clodc".T»  ^  excellent  sport   that 

pun|.bait.an^dnextmorXLfo"  7^       ;he  residue  of  your 
Tor  four  hours,  which  is  the  ist  Vr^rt  of  ,'?         T'^^'T  ^8=*'" 

ga.e  wiTit^ryt  :^7;';;:  ^nd^r^.t;'!/^^^'^^^^^^^ 
bite  or  two  at  a  baiting-  then  lnv^J\  •  .^  &"  ^^^^  a 

sport  about  two  or  th^r^e  davs^  and 'n^r^  ''  '° '^'''•'*  ^^^"^  y^"*" 
you  late  baited,  and  again  intend  to  b^.  ""''!!'!!""  ^  ''^^  P'«« 
green,  but  short  grass  as  bia  or  W  J  K^""  '*'*"  '^''^  »  ^"^  ^^ 
the  top  of  this  tuff  o;  the  Lr    W  '^'".  ^  '•°""'^  trencher;  to 

green  t'hread.;a:tTn^reb%^n:"±vZl^^^  ^  "^^^'^  -'^ 

cover  all  the  turf;  then  take  a  rou^H  kl  ?  ^^  '^'?'"'"'  ^'  ^'''  "^^ 
in  the  middle  thereof  and  thr^K  1  ^'r  °^  *''*="'''^'"'  '"ake  a  hole 
trencher,  with  a  s  ring  or  coJd  as^^^^        turf  placed  on  the  board  or 

drawn  it  away,  you  .ar^lUotd  e^nj^  y^^r  ^l^tre^i^ 
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CHAPTER   XI 

Observations  of  the  Tench,  and  Advice  how  to  Angle  for  him. 

ISC.  The  Tench,  the  physician  of  fishes,  is  ob- 
bj  served  to  love  ponds  better  than  rivers,  and  to 
love  pits  better  than  either;  yet  Camden 
observes,  there  is  a  river  in  Dorsetshire  that 
abounds  with  tenches,  but  doubtless  they  retire 
to  the  most  deep  and  quiet  places  in  it. 

This  fish  hath  very  large  fins,  very  small  and 
smooth  scales,  a  red  circle  about  his  eyes,  which  are  big  and  of 
a  gold  colour,  and  from  either  angle  of  his  mouth  there  hangs 
down  a  little  barb.  In  every  tench's  head  there  are  two  little 
stones,  which  foreign  physicians  make  great  use  of,  but  he  is  not 
commended  for  wholesome  meat,  though  there  be  very  much  use 
made  of  them  for  outward  applications.  Rondeletius  says,  that 
at  his  being  at  Rome,  he  saw  a  great  cure  done  by  applying  a 
tench  to  the  feet  of  a  very  sick  man.  This,  he  says,  was  done 
after  an  unusual  manner,  by  certain  Jews.  And  it  is  observed, 
that  many   of  those  people  have   many  secrets   yet  unknown  to 
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writing,  ortunTeS  r^c  "catlfSZhnSr:"""'  """?"' 

so  too,  if  you  t«te  him  iiSTh'';;  fj'^  l?"^'^"^  y°"  "''J'  think 
some  few/andti^^  a 7ew  ^irtctions  how'f '"'  ^7^^^  *°  ^'^^  y^'" 
which  I  have  given  youZ^'S^l^Z  '"^  ""'  ''''  ^^"^'''  °^ 

ma"h-:l''or?rw";m.t '™?'"^'^  ^"^  ^^-^^  -  ^^  a 
with  which  tar  sm.°  dJ^j  he  '"uT  T^  '""^^  *°  ^"X  P'^^te 
with  his  head  ninnS  i  '.nH  T"  ^"'  "^"^  ^'  =*  smaller  worm, 
that  worm;  andTdouS  not  but'fhTr  ^T  T'  '^'  ^^^  ^^^'^ 
months  (for  in  the  nbe  colder  h     .^       ^  '^'"  .^^'°  '"  ^^^  'hree  hot 

or  at  a  green  «nde    but  I  -^^^^     ' "  T  "^"'^^  ^'''^  «  »  flag-worm, 
g  een  gentJe,  but  I  can  positively  r^y  no  more  of  the  tench. 
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he  being  a  fish  I  have  not  often  angled  for  ;  but  I  wish  my  honest 
scholar  may,  and  be  ever  fortunate  when  he  fishes. 
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CHAPTER   XII 

Observations  of  the  Perch,  and  Direction  hozv  to  Fish  for  him. 

jISC.  The  Perch  is  a  very  good  and  a  very  bold- 
i    hiting   fish      He    is   one   of  the  fishes  of  nrey 
that,  like  the  pike   and  trout,  carries  his  teeth 
in  his  mouth,  which  is  very  large  ;  and   he  dare 
venture  to  kill  and  devour  several  other  kinds  of 
He  h^^    ^  hooked  or  hog  back,  which  is 
.tin  A  """  .       '""^^  '^'^'■P  ^"d  stifle  bristles,  and  all  his 

km  armed  or  covered  over  with  thick  dry  hard  scales    and  hath 
which  h^v  other  fish  have)  two  fins  on  his  back.     He  is  so  bold 
hat  he  will  invade  one  of  his  own  kind,  which  the  pike  wHl  not  do 
willingly,  and  you  may  therefore  easily  believe  him  to  be  a  bo  d  biter 
The  perch  is  of  great  esteem  in  Italy,  saith  Aldrovandus    Ind 
especially  the  least  are  there  esteemed  a  dainty  dish.     And  Gesner 
prefers  the  perch  and  pike  above  the  trout,  or  any  f  esh-water  fish 

%To?rS::^^:jt  '^^'^n-^'  -^ore  ^hoi:somr;ha  \ 

perch  ot  Kh ine,  and  he  says  the  river  perch  is  so  wholesome  that 
physicians  allow  h.m  to  be  eaten  by  wounded  men,  or  by  men  in 
fevers,  or  by  women  in  child-bed.  ,  or  oy  men  in 
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He  spawns  hut  once  a  year,  and  is,  by  physicians,  held  very 
nutritive  ;  yet,  by  many,  to  be  hard  of  digestion.  They  abound 
more  in  the  river  Po,  and  in  England  (says  Rondeletius)  than  other 
parts,  and  have  in  their  brain  a  stone  which  is  in  foreign  parts  sold 
by  apoJiecaries,  being  there  noted  to  be  very  medicinable  against  the 
stone  in  the  reins.  These  be  a  part  oi  the  commendations  which 
some  philosophical  brains  have  bestowed  upon  the  fresh-water  perch ; 
yet  they  commend  the  sea-perch,  which  is  known  by  having  but 
one  fin  on  his  back  (of  which,  they  say,  we  English  see  but  a  few)  to 
be  a  much  better  fish. 

The  perch  grows  slowly,  yet  will  grow,  as  I  have  been  credibly 
informed,  to  be  almost  two  feet  long  ;  for  an  honest  informer  told 
me  such  a  one  was  not  long  since  taken  by  Sir  Abraham  Williams,  a 
gentleman  of  worth,  and  a  brother  of  the  angle  (that  y..  lives,  and  I 
wish  he  may)  :  this  was  a  deep  bodied  fish,  and  doubtless  durst  have 
devoured  a  pike  of  half  his  own  length ;  for  I  have  told  you  he  is  a 
bold  fish,  such  a  one  as,  but  for  extreme  hunger,  the  pike  will  not 
devour  ;  for  to  affright  the  pike,  and  save  himself,  the  perch  will  set 
up  his  fins,  much  like  as  a  turkey-cock  will  sometimes  set  up  his  tail. 

But,  my  scholar,  the  perch  is  not  only  valiant  to  defend  himself, 
but  he  is  (as  I  said)  a  bold-biting  fish,  yet  he  will  not  bite  at  all 
seasons  of  the  year ;  he  is  very  abstemious  in  winter,  yet  will  bite 
then  in  the  midst  of  the  day,  if  it  be  warm  :  and  note,  that  all  fish 
bite  best  about  the  midst  of  a  warm  day  in  winter,  and  he  hath  been 
observed  by  some  not  usually  to  bite  till  the  mulberry-tree  buds, 
that  is  to  say,  till  extreme  frosts  be  past  the  spring,  for  when  the 
mulberry-tree  blossoms,  many  gardeners  observe  their  forward  fruit 
to  be  past  the  danger  of  frosts,  and  some  have  made  the  like  observa- 
tion on  the  perch's  biting. 

But  bite  the  perch  will,  and  that  very  boldly  :  and  as  one  has 
wittily  observed,  if  there  be  twenty  or  forty  in  a  hole,  they  may  be 
at  one  standing  all  catched  one  after  another,  they  being,  as  he  says, 
like  the  wicked  of  the  world,  not  afraid,  though  their  fellows  and 
companions  perish  in  their  sight.  And  you  may  observe,  that  they 
are  not  like  the  solitary  pike,  but  love  to  accompany  one  another, 
and  march  together  in  troops. 
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And  ti.e  halts  for  this  bold  fish    are   not  many  :   I 
mean,  he  will  bite  as  well  at  some  or  at  any  of  these  three, 
as  at  any  or  all  others  whatsoever  :   a  worm,  a  minnow, 
oi  a  little  frog  (of  which  you  may  find   many  in  hay- 
tmie)  ;    and  of   worms,    the   dunghill-worm,    called    a 
brandling,  I  take  to  be  best,  being  well 
scoured  in  moss  or  fennel  ;  or  he  will 
bite  at  a  worm  that   lies  under  a  cow- 
turd,  with  a  bluish  head.     And  if  you 
mye  for  a  perch  with  a  minnow,  then 
it  is  best  to  he  alive,  you  sticking  your 
hook  through  his  back  fin,  or  a  minnow 
with  the  hook  in    his    upper  lip,  and 
letting  him  swim  up  and  down  about 
mid-water,  or  a  little  lower,  and   you 
still  keeping  him  to  rbout  that  depth 
by  a  cork,  which  ought  not  to  be  a  very 
little  one  ;  and  the  like  way  you  are  to 

fish  for  the  perch,  with  a  small  frog, 

your  hook  being  fastened  through  the ' 

skin  of  his  leg,  towards  the  upper  part 

of  it ;  and  lastly,  I  will  give  you  but  this 

advice,   that  you  give  the  perch  time    r 

enough  when  he  bites,   for  there  was  ij 

scarce  ever  any  angler  that  has  given  him    ' 

too  much.      And  now  I  think  best  to 

rest  myself,  for  I  have  almost  spent  my 

spirits  with  talking  so  long. 

Ven.  Nay,   good    master,    one    fish 

more,  for  you  see  it  rains  still,  and  you 

know  our  angles  are  like  money  put  to 

usury,  they  may  thrive,  though  we  sit 

still  and  do  nothing  but  talk  and  enjoy 

one  another.     Come,  come,  the  other  fish,  good  master! 

Pisc.  But,  scholar,  have  you  nothing  to  mix  with  this  discourse, 
which  now  grows  both  tedious  and  tiresome  }     Shall  I  have  nothing 
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from  you,  that  seem  to  have  both  a  good  memory  and  a  cheerful 
spirit  ? 

Ven.  Yes,  master,  I  will  speak  you  a  copy  of  verses  that  were 
made  by  Doctor  Donne,  and  made  to  show  the  world  that  he  could 
make  soft  and  smooth  verses  when  he  thought  smoothness  worth 
his  labour  ;  and  I  love  them  the  better  because  they  allude  to  rivers, 
and  fish  and  fishing.     They  be  these  : — 


Come  live  with  nit\  and  be  my  love. 
And  we  will  some  new  pleasures  prove. 
Of  go/den  sands  and  crystal  brooks, 
IVith  silken  lines  and  silver  hooks. 

There  will  the  river  wkisp'ring  run, 
JVarnid  by  thy  eyes  more  than  the  sun  ; 
And  there  th''  emimeird  fish  luill  stay. 
Begging  themselves       :y  may  betray. 

JVhen  thou  wilt  sivim  in  that  live  bath. 
Each  fish,  which  every  channel  hath. 
Most  amorously  to  thee  will  swim. 
Gladder  to  catch  thee,  than  thou  him. 

If  thou  to  he  so  seen  he'st  loath. 
By  sun  or  moon,  thou  darkenest  both ; 
And  if  mine  eyes  have  leave  to  see, 
I  need  not  their  light,   having  thee. 

Let  others  freez'  with  angling-reeds. 
And  cut  their  legs  with  shells  and  weeds. 
Or  treacherously  poor  fish  beset, 
IFith  strangling  snares,  or  windowy  net  : 

Let  coarse  bold  hands,  from  slimy  nest. 
The  bedded  fish  in  banks  outwrest ; 
Let  curious  traitors  sleave  silk  fiies. 
To  witch  poor  wandering  fishes^  eyes : 
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For  thee  thou  rteej'st  no  such  deceit. 
For  thou  thyself  art  thine  nun  halt  : 
That  fish  that  Is  not  catch'd  thereby 
Is  wiser  far,  alas  I  than  I. 

Pisc.  Well  remembered,  honest  scholar ;  I  thank  vou  for  these 
choice  verses,  which  I  have  heard  formerly,  but  had  quite  forgot  till 
they  were  recovered  by  your  happy  memory.  Well,  being  I  have 
now  rested  myself  a  little,  I  will  make  you  some  requital,  by  telling 
you  some  observations  of  the  eel,  for  it  rains  still,  and  because  (as  you 
say)  our  angles  are  as  money  put  to  use,  that  thrives  when  we  play, 
therefore  we'll  sit  still  and  enjoy  ourselves  a  little  longer  under  this 
hone /suckle  hedge. 
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CHAPTER   XIII 

Observations  of  the  Eel^  and  other  Fish  that  want  scales, 
and  how  to  Fish  for  them. 

ISC.  It  is  agreed  by  most  men,  that  the  eel  is  a 
most  dainty  fish  ;  the  Romans  have  esteemed  her 
the  Helena  of  their  feasts,  and  some  the  queen  of 
palate-pleasure.  Pnt  most  men  difFer  about  their 
breeding  :  some  say  they  breed  by  generation  as 
other  fish  do,  and  others,  that  they  breed  (as  some 
worms  do)  of  mud  ;  as  rats  and  mice,  and  many 
other  living  creatures  are  bred  in  Egypt,  by  the  sun  •;  heat,  when 
it  shines  upon  the  overflowing  of  the  river  Nilus  ;  or  out  of  the 
putre'^action  of  the  earth,  and  divers  other  ways.  Those  that  deny 
theni  to  breed  by  generation  as  other  fish  do,  ask,  if  any  man  ever  saw 
an  eel  to  have  a  spawn  or  melt  ?  and  they  are  answered,  that  they  may 
be  as  certain  of  their  breeding  as  if  they  had  seen  «ipawn  :  for  they 
say,  that  they  are  certain  that  eels  have  all  parts,  fit  for  generation, 
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like  other  fish,  bi't  so  small  as  not  to  be  easily  discerned,  by  reason  of 
their  fatness  ;  but  that  discerned  they  may  be  ;  and  that  the  he  and 
the  she-eel  may  be  distinguished  by  their  fins.  And  Rondeletius  says 
he  has  seen  eels  cling  together  like  dew-worms. 

And  others  say  that  eels,  growing  old,  breed  other  eels  out  of  the 
corruption  of  their  own  age ;  which.  Sir  Francis  Bacon  says,  exceeds 
not  ten  years.  And  others  say,  that  as  pearls  are  made  of  glutinous 
dew-drops,  which  are  condensed  by  the  sun's  he;;r  in  those  countries, 
so  eels  are  bred  of  a  particular  dew,  falling  in  the  months  of  Mayor 
June  on  the  banks  of  some  particular  ponds  or  rivers  (apted  by  nature 
for  that  end),  which  in  a  few  days  are,  by  the  sun's  heat,  turned  into 
eels  ;  and  some  of  the  ancients  have  called  the  eels  that  are  thus  bred 
the  offspring  of  Jove.  I  have  seen,  in  the  beginning  of  July,  in  a  river 
not  far  from  Canterbury,  some  parts  of  it  covered  over  with  young 
eels,  about  the  thickness  of  a  straw  ;  and  these  eels  did  lie  on  the  top 
of  that  water,  as  thick  as  motes  are  said  to  be  ir.  the  sun ;  and  I  have 
heard  the  like  of  other  rivers,  as  namely,  in  Severn  (where  they  are 
called  velvers),  and  in  a  pond,  or  mere,  near  unto  Staffordshire,  where, 
about  a  set  time  in  summer,  such  small  eels  abound  so  much  that 
many  of  the  poorer  sort  of  people  that  inhabit  near  to  '  take  such 
eels  out  of  this  mere  with  sieves  or  sheets;  and  make  a  Kind  of  eel- 
cake  of  them,  and  eat  it  uke  as  bread.  And  Gesner  quotes  venerable 
Bede,  to  say,  that  in  England  there  is  an  island  called  Ely,  by  reason  of 
the  innumerable  number  of  eels  that  breed  in  it.  But  that  eels  may  be 
bred  as  some  worms,  and  some  kind  of  bees  and  wasps  are,  either  of 
dew,  or  out  of  the  corruption  of  the  earth,  seems  to  be  made  probable  by 
the  barnacles  and  young  goslings  bred  by  the  sun's  heat  and  the  rotten 
planks  of  an  old  ship,  and  hatched  of  trees  ;  both  which  are  related  for 
truths  by  Du  Bartas  and  Lobel,  and  also  by  our  learned  Camden,  and 
laborious  Gerard,  in  his  Herbal. 

It  is  said  by  Rondeletius,  that  those  eels  that  are  bred  in  rivers 
that  relate  to  or  be  nearer  to  the  sea,  never  return  to  the  fresh 
waters  (as  the  salmon  does  always  desire  to  do),  when  they  have 
once  tasted  the  salt  water  ;  and  I  do  the  more  easily  believe  this, 
because  I  am  certain  that  iviwdered  beef  is  a  most  excellent  bait  to 
catch  an  eel.     And  though  Sir  Francis  Bacon    /ill  allow  the  eel's  life 
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to   be   but   ten   years,   yet   he.   in   his   lit  stars  of  Life  and  Death 
ment,ons  :,  lamproy  belonging  t.>  the   R..n,a„  empe-ror.  t     be  ml: 

and  pleasant  observations  were  made  of  this  lamprey,  that  Crassu 

ur.  .lakcwill)  that  Hortensius  was  seen  to  weep  at  the  death  of  a 
lamprey  that  he  had  kept  long  and  loved  exceedingly 

fth.Vil^to"av  h'  •'"•  "*'  \T  "T'  '^'^  r'^-  ^-'hLt  six  monrhs 
ynat  IS  to  say  the  siy  cold  months  ot  the  vear)  stir  not  iin  and 
down,  ne,ther  ,„   the  rivers,  nor  in  the  pools  inlhich       y  Tsua  Iv 

..gether  bed  themselves,  and  live  without  feeding  up,  n  anyth  nLTTs 
trc'rfor  :^'""  -"'-.-dlows  have  be-en  obserted'to  doVn  holliw 
trees,  tor  tho.e  cold  s,x  months)  ;  and  this  the  eel  and  swallow  do 
as  no  bemg  able  to  endure  winter  weather:  for  Cesner  quotes 
Albertus  to  say,  that  in  the  year  1125  (that  ye.-'s  winter  bein^ 
m..re  cold  than  usually)  e  Is  did  by  nature^  instinct  get  u  of  h! 
ua  er  mto  a  stack  of  hay  in  a  nn-adow  upon  dry  ground,  and  here 
bedded  themselves  but  yet  at  last  a  frost  killed  them.  And  our 
Camden  relate,  that  m  Lancashire  fishes  were  digged  out  of  the 
ear  h  w>th  spades,  where  no  water  was  near  to  the  plL      I  shall  s\v 

o!r."rit"hl'  r''  '"l  '''\'  i  i-bserved.L  "impSt^f 
cold  so  It  hath  been  observed,  that  in  warm  weather  an  ee.  s 
been  known  to  live  five  days  out  of  the  water 

And  lastly   let  me  tell  you  that  some  curious  searchers  into  the 
na  ures  ot  fish  observe,  that  -here  be  several  sorts  cr  kinds  of  c3s   as 

Thames  abounds,  and  those  are  called  gri^s)  ;  and  a  blackish  eel 
whose  head  ,s  more  fi  and  bigger  than^^din^ry  eels  ;  da  on 
e  whose  fins  are  redd.sh  and  but  seldom  taken  in  thi;  nation  anS 
yet  taken  sometimes  :  these  several  kinds  of  eels  are  (say  s^me) 
diversely  bre '  ;  as  namely,  out  of  the  corruption  of  the^arth  and 
some  by  dew,  and  other  ways  ^as  I  have  said  to  you)  :  and  y^Tt'  it  is 
affirmed  by  some  f  .r  certain,  that  the  silver  eel  is  bred  by  generation 

f^onXrV^'T^  f'  T^''  ^'^,  ^"'  ^"^  '^''  ^'^  h-"d  come  alive 
from  her,  being  then  little  live  eels,  no  bigger  nor  longer  than  a  pin  ; 
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a-d  I  have  had  to.,  many  testimonif.-s  of  this  to  doubt  the  truth  of  it 
myself ;  and  if  I  thought  it  needful  I  might  prove  it,  but  I  think  it 
IS  needless. 

And  this  eel,  of  \vhich  I  have  said  so  much  to  you,  may  be  caught 
with  divers  kinds  of  baits  ;  as  namely,  with  poWdered  beef,  with  a 
lob  or  garden-worm,  with  a  minnow,  or  gut  of  a  hen,  chicken  or 
t...-  guts  of  any  fish,  or  with  almost  anything,  for  he  is  a  greedy  fish  • 
but  the  eel  i  .y  be  caught  especially  wit^h  a  little,  a  very  little 
lamprey,  which  some  call  a  pride,  and  may  in  the  hot  months  be 
found  many  of  them  in  the  river  Thames,  and  in  many  mud-heaps 
in  other  rivers,  /ea,  almost  as  usually  as  one  finds  worms  in  a  di  nghill 

Next  note,  that  the  eel  seldom  siiri  in  f\y^  rlo,r   k.,^  »u„.,  u:.j ... 
himself;  and 
these  baits  of 


therefore  he  is  usually  caught  by  night,  with  one  of 
'    i:ch  I  have  spoken  ;  and  may  be  then  caught  by 


laying  hooks,  v/hich  you  are  to  fasten  to  the  bank 


or 


7  throwing  a  string    cross  the  stream  with  many  hook 


those  baited  with  the  aforesaid  baits,  and 
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«onc.  thrown  int.,  the  river  with  this  lin.,  that  »o  you  may  in  the 
mormng  hnd  ,t  n..r  r..  s<.mc  fixui  place  ;  and  then  t'ike  Uup  w  th 

oKlt^'of'  "r'"^  ^"-  "^  '^'"es  -e,  indeed.  t-H-oLmon 
k-tter  fihVr  h  •■'"^""'•*  ^f'"B  ^^i'h  an  angler  will  teach  you 
txtttr  fwh  for  these  and  many  other  common  things,  in  the  practical 
part  of  anghng.  than  a  week's  discursc.      I  shall  tLVetore-  c^  .Kude 

m  summer       have  taken  many  a  go.^!  eel  hy  sniggling,  and  hav  • 
been  much  pleased  with  that  sport.  •        bb     b-  •"'"  navt 

And  because  you.  that  are  but  a  young  angler,  know  not  whit 
sn.ggl.ng  ,s.  I  w, I   now  teach  it  to  you.    You^  remember  I  told  you   J 
eels  do  not  usually  st,r  in  the  daytime ;   for  then  they  hide  them  e  v 

weirs  or  nulls  ;  or  ,n  holes  on  the  n ver  banks :  so  that  you,  c  erv  n.^ 
your  time  m  a  warm  day,  when  the  water  is  lowest,  ma/take  a  tro  c 
small  hook,  tied  to  a  strong  line,  or  to  a  string  about  a  yard  long  and 
hn,  into  one  of  these  hole.,  or  between  any  boards  aLt  a  m ill  ?^ 
under  any  great  stone  or  plank  or  any  place  where  you  think  an  J 
may  hide  or  shelter  herself,  you  may.' with  the  help  of  a  short  sick 
put  in  your  bait  but  leisurely.and  as  far  as  you  may  conveniently ;  and 
Uis  scarce  to  be  doubted,  but  if  there  be  an  eel.  within  the  sight    fit  "he 

to  have  him  .f  you  pull  him  not  out  of  tL  "-ile  too  quickly  but  pull 
trh' In    V  f  •"^'■"f  '/-,''^> .i^y-g  ^^  'ded  . . .,uble  in  h?s  hole!  viM  with 

with  n.^11        '  ''^''  ^'■'"'^  ^"'  ""'"^  y""  g^^  f^i'"  ^i"-  ^«  he  wearied 
with  pu  ling  ;  and  so  get  him  out  by  degrees,  not  pulling  too  hard 

And   o  commute  for  your  patient  hearing  this  long  discourse  I  shall 

next  tell  you  how  to  make  this  eel  a  most  excellent  cHsh  of  meat 

i^.rst  wash  him  m  water  and  salt.then  pull  offhisskin  below  hisvent 

cTea'TsCu  '"'  T^'  '"L^\"'  '^^^■"g^^"^  ^'^•^^'  '^"-^  out  hisgms 
clean  as  you  can.  but  wash  him  not  ;  then  give  him  three  or  four 

scotches  with  a  knife,  and  then  put  into  his  belly  and  tto  c\  otch T 

sweet  herbs,  an  anchovy,  and  a  little  nutmeg  grated,  or  curverv 

small  ;  and  your  herbs  and  anchovies  n.ust  a  Is!  be  c^t  very  sma  f 

.nd  mixed  with  good  butter  and  salt  :  having  done  this  thenTu  1 

h.s  skm  over  him  all  but  his  head,  which  you^re  to  cut  off,  to  the 
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end  you  may  tic  his  skin  about  that  part  where  ;  head  grew ;  and 
it  must  he  so  tied  as  to  keep  all  his  moisture  within  his  skin  :  and 
having  done  this,  tie  him  with  tape  or  packthread  to  a  spit,  and  roast 
him  leisurely,  and  baste  him  with  water  and  salt  till  his  skin  breaks, 
and  then  with  butter;  and  having  roasted  him  enough,  let  what  was 
put  into  his  belly  and  what  he  drips  be  his  sauce. — S.  F. 

When  I  go  to  dress  an  eel  thus,  I  wish  he  were  as  long  and  big  ns 
that  which  was  caught  in  Peterborough  river  in  the  year  1667,  which 
was  a  yard  and  three-quarters  long.  If  you  will  not  believe  me,  then 
go  and  see  at  one  of  the  coffee-houses  in  King  Street,  in  Westminster. 

But  now  let  me  tell  you,  that  though  the  eel  thus  dressed  be  not 
only  excellent  good,  but  more  harmless  than  any  other  way  ;  yet  it 
is  certain,  that  physicians  account  the  eel  dangerous  meat  :  I  will 
advise  you,  therefore,  as  Solomon  says  of  honey,  Prov.  25,  "  Hast 
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thou  found  it,  eat  no  more  than  is  sufficient,  lest  thou  surfeit ;  for  it 
is  not  good  to  eat  much  honey."  And  let  me  add  this,  that  th  un- 
charitable Italian  bids  us  "  give  eels  and  no  wine  to  our  enemies." 

And  I  will  beg  a  little  more  of  your  attention  to  tell  you  Aldro- 
vandus.and  divv  .s  physicians, commend  the  eel  verymuch  for  medicine, 
though  not  for  meat.  But  let  me  tell  you  one  observation,  that  the  eel 
is  never  out  of  season,  as  trouts,  and  most  other  fish  are  at  set  times :  at 
least  most  eels  are  not. 

I  might  here  speak  of  many  other  fish,  whose  shape  and  nature  are 
much  like  the  eel,  and  frequent  both  the  sea  and  fresh  rivers  ;  as 
namely,  the  lamprel,  the  lamprey,  and  the  lamperne  :  as  also  of  the 
mighty  conger,  taken  often  in  Severn,  about  Gloucester;  and  might 
also  tell  in  what  high  esteem  many  of  them  are  for  the  curiosity  of 
their  taste ;  but  these  are  not  so  proper  to  be  talked  of  by  me,  because 
they  make  us  anglers  no  sport ;  therefore  I  will  let  them  alone,  as  the 
Jews  do,  to  whom  they  are  forbidden  by  their  law. 

And,  scholar,  there  is  also  a  flounder,  a  sea-fish,  which  will  wander 
very  far  iPfn  fresh  rivers,  and  there  lose  himself  and  dwell ;  and 
thrive  to  a  hand's  breadth,  and  almost  twice  so  long  :  a  fish  without 
scales,  and  most  excellent  meat ;  and  a  fish  that  aflx)rds  much  sport 
to  the  angler,  with  any  small  worm,  but  especially  a  little  bluish  worm 
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gotten  out  of  marsh-ground  or  meadows,  which  should  be  well 
scoured  :  but  this,  though  it  be  most  excellent  meat,  yet  it  wants 
scales,  and  is,  as  I  told  you,  therefore  an  abomination  to  the  Jews. 

But,  scholar,  there  is  a  fish  that  they  in  Lancashire  boast  very  much 
of,  called  a  char  ;  taken  there  (and  I  think  there  only),  in  a  mere 
called  Winander  Mere  :  a  mere,  says  Camden,  that  is  the  largest  in 
this  nation,  being  ten  miles  in  length,  and  some  say  as  smooth  in  the 
bottom  as  if  it  were  paved  with  polished  marble.  This  fish  never 
exceeds  fifteen  or  sixteen  inches  in  length  ;  and  'tis  spotted  like  a 
trout ;  and  has  scarce  a  bone  but  on  the  back.  But  this,  though  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  make  the  angler  sport,  yet  I  would  have  you 
take  notice  of  it,  because  it  is  a  rarity,  and  of  so  high  esteem  with 
persons  of  great  note. 

Nor  would  I  have  you  ignorant  of  a  rare  fish  called  a  guiniad ;  of 
which  I  shall  tell  you  what  Camden  and  others  speak.  The  river  Dee 
(which  runs  by  Chester)  springs  in  Merionethshire ;  and,  as  it  runs 
toward  Chester,  it  runs  through  Pemble-Mere,  which  is  a  large  water: 
and  it  is  observed,  that  though  the  river  Dee  abounds  with  salmon, 
and  Pemble-Mere  with  the  guiniad,  yet  there  is  never  any  salmon 
caught  in  the  mere,  nor  a  guiniad  in  the  river.  And  now  my  next 
observation  shall  be  of  the  Barbel. 

193 


U 


V 


h 


:' 


I 

tl, 


^gSarOe^ 


H<?. 


1 1 


CHAPTER   XIV 

Observations  of  the  Barbel,  and  Directions  how  to  Fish 
for  him. 
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|ISC.  The   Barbel   is  so  called   (says  Gesner)    by 

reason  of  his  barb  or  wattles  at  his  mouth,  which 

are  under  his  nose  or  chaps.     He  is  one  of  those 

leather-mouthed  fishes,  that  I  told  you  of,  that 

does  very  seldom  break  his  hold  if  he  be  once 

hooked  :  but  he  is  so  strong  that  he  will  often 

break  both  rod  and  line,if  heproves  to  be  a  big  one. 

But  the  barbel,  though  he  be  of  a  fine  shape,  and  looks  big,  yet  he 

is  not  accounted  the  best  fish  to  eat,  neither  for  his  wholesomeness 

nor  his  taste  :  but  the  male  is  reputed  much  better  than  the  female, 

whose  spawn  is  very  hurtful,  as  I  will  presently  declare  to  you. 

They  flock  together,  like  sheep,  and  are  at  the  worst  in  April, 
about  which  time  they  spawn,  but  quickly  grow  to  be  in  season. 
He  is  able  to  live  in  the  strongest  swifts  of  the  water,  and  in  summer 
they  love  the  shallowest  and  sharpest  streams  ;  and  love  to  lurk 
under  weeds,  and  to  feed  on  gravel  against  a  rising  ground,  and  will 
root  and  dig  in  the  sands  with  his  nose  like  a  hog,  and  there  nest 
himself :  yet  sometimes  he  retires  to  deep  and  swift  bridges,  or  flood- 
gates, or  weirs,  where  he  will  nest  himself  amongst  piles,  or  in  hollow 
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places,  and  take  such  hold  of  moss  or  weeds,  that  be  the  water  never 
so  swift,  it  is  not  able  to  force  him  from  the  place  that  he  contends 
for.  This  is  his  constant  custom  in  summer,  when  he  and  most 
living  creatures  sport  themselves  in  the  sun  ;  but  at  the  approach  of 
winter,  then  he  forsakes  the  swift  streams  and  shallow  waters,  and  by 
degrees  retires  to  those  parts  of  the  river  that  are  quieter  and  deeper; 
in  which  places  (and  I  think  about  that  time)  he  spawns,  and,  as  I 
have  formerly  told  you,  with  the  help  of  the  melter,  hides  his  spawn 
or  eggs  in  holes,  which  they  both  dig  in  the  gravel,  and  then  they 
mutually  labour  to  cover  it  with  the  same  sand,  to  prevent  it  from 
being  devoured  by  other  fish. 

There  be  such  store  of  this  fish  in  the  river  Danube,  that  Rondele- 
tius  says,  they  may  in  some  places  of  it,  and  in  some  months  of  the 
year,  be  taken  by  those  that  dwell  near  to  the  river,  with  their  hands, 
eight  or  ten  load  at  a  time  :  he  says,  they  begin  to  be  good  in  May, 
and  that  they  cease  to  be  so  in  August ;  but  it  is  found  to  be  other- 
wise in  this  nation  :  but  thus  far  we  agree  with  him,  that  the  spawn 
of  a  barbel,  if  it  be  not  poison,  as  he  says,  yet  that  it  is  dangerous 
meat,  and  especially  in  the  month  of  May  ;  which  is  so  certain,  that 
Gesner  and  Gasius  declare  it  had  an  ill  effect  upon  them,  even  to  the 
endangering  of  their  lives. 

This  fish  is  of  a  fine  cast  and  handsome  shape,  with  small  scales, 
which  are  placed  after  a  most  exact  and  curious  manner,  and,  as  I 
told  you,  may  be  rather  said  not  to  be  ill,  than  to  be  good  meat: 
the  chub  and  he  have  (I  think)  both  lost  part  of  their  credit  by  ill 
cookery,  they  being  reputed  the  worst  or  coarsest  of  fresh-water  fish. 
But  the  barbel  affords  an  angler  choice  sport,  being  a  lusty  and  a 
cunning  fish;  so  lusty  and  cunning  as  to  endanger  the  breaking  of 
the  angler's  line,  by  running  his  head  forcibly  towards  any  covert, 
or  hole,  or  bank,  and  then  striking  at  the  line,  to  break  it  off  with 
his  tail  (as  is  observed  by  Plutarch  in  his  book,  De  Industrid 
Animaliiim)  ;  and  also  so  cunning  to  nibble  and  suck  off  your  worm 
close  to  the  hook,  and  yet  avoid  the  letting  the  hook  come  into  his 
mouth. 

The  barbel  is  also  curious  for  his  baits ;  that  is  to  say,  that  they 
be  clean  and  sweet ;  that  is  to  say,  to  have  your  worms  well  scoured, 
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and  not  kept  in  sour  and  musty  moss,  for  he  is  a  curious  feeder ; 
but  at  a  well  scoured  lob-worm  he  will  bite  as  boldly  as  at  any  bait, 
and  especially  if,  the  night  or  two  before  you  fish  for  him,  you  shall 
bait  the  places  where  you  intend  to  fish  for  him  with  big  worms  cut 
into  pieces ;  and  note,  that  none  did  ever  overbait  the  place,  nor  fish 
too  early  or  too  late  for  a  barbel.  And  the  barbel  will  bite  also  at 
gentles,  which  (not  being  too  much  scoured,  but  green)  are  a  choice 
bait  for  him ;  and  so  is  cheese,  which  is  not  to  be  too  hard,  but  kept 
a  day  or  two  in  a  wet  linen  cloth  to  make  it  tough :  with  this  you 
may  also  bait  the  water  a  day  or  two  before  you  fish  for  the  barbel, 
and  be  much  the  likelier  to  catch  store ;  and  if  the  cheese  were  laid  in 
clarified  honey  a  short  time  before  (as  namely,  an  hour  or  two)  you 
are  still  the  likelier  to  catch  fish;  some  have  directed  to  cut  the 
cheese  into  thin  pieces,  and  toast  it,  and  then  tie  it  on  the  hook  with 
fine  silk :  and  some  advise  to  fish  for  the  barbel  with  sheep's  tallow 
and  soft  cheese  beaten  or  worked  into  a  paste,  and  that  it  is  choicely 
good  in  Augu  t,  and  I  believe  it ;  but  doubtless  the  lob-worm  well 
scoured,  and  the  gentle  not  too  much  scoured,  and  cheese  ordered  as 
I  have  directed,  are  baits  enough,  and  I  think  will  serve  in  any 
month,  though  I  shall  commend  any  angler  that  tries  conclusions, 
and  is  industrious  to  improve  the  art.  And  now,  my  honest  scholar, 
the  long  shower,  and  my  tedious  discourse  are  both  ended  together ; 
and  I  shall  give  you  but  this  observation,  that  when  you  fish  for 
barbel,  your  rod  and  line  be  both  long  and  of  good  strength,  for  (as 
I  told  you)  you  will  find  him  a  heavy  and  a  dogged  fish  to  be  dealt 
withal,  yet  he  seldom  or  never  breaks  his  hold  if  he  be  once  strucken. 
And  if  you  would  know  more  of  fishing  for  the  umber  or  barbel,  get 
into  favour  with  Doctor  Sheldon,  whose  skill  is  above  others;  and 
of  that  the  poor  that  dwell  about  him  have  a  comfortable  experience. 

And  now  let  us  go  and  see  what  interest  the  trouts  will  pay  us  for 
letting  our  angle- rods  lie  so  long,  and  so  quietly  in  the  water,  for 
their  use.     Come,  scholar,  which  will  you  take  up? 

Ven.  Which  you  think  fit,  master. 

Pisc.  Why,  you  shall  take  up  that,  for  I  am  certain,  by  viewing 
the  line,  it  has  a  fish  at  it.  Look  you,  scholar!  well  done !  Come, 
now  take  up  the  other  too :  well !  now  you  may  tell  my  brother 
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Peter,  at  ni^ht,  that  you  have  caught  a  leash  of  trouts  this  day. 
And  now  let  s  move  towards  our  lodging,  and  drink  a  draught  of 
red  cow's  milk  as  we  go;  and  give  pretty  Maudlin  and  her  honest 
mother  a  brace  of  trouts  for  their  supper. 

Ven.  Master,  I  like  your  motion  very  well;  and  I  think  it  is  now 
about  milking-time;  and  yonder  they  be  at  it. 

Pisc.  God  speed  you,  good  woman!  I  thank  you  both  for  our 
songs  last  night:  I  and  my  companion  have  had  such  fortune 
a-fishing  this  d?y,  that  we  resolve  to  give  you  and  Maudlin  a  brace 
of  trouts  for  supper ;  and  we  will  now  taste  a  draught  of  your  red 
cow's  milk. 

MiLK-W.  Marry,  and  that  you  shall  with  all  my  heart;  and  I 
will  still  be  your  debtor  when  you  come  this  way.  If  you  will  but 
speak  the  word,  I  will  make  you  a  good  syllabub  of  new  verjuice ; 
and  then  you  may  sit  down  in  a  haycock  and  eat  it ;  and  Maudlin 
shall  sit  by  and  sing  you  the  good  old  song  of  the  Hunting  in  Chevy 
Chase,  or  some  other  good  ballad,  for  she  hath  store  of  them ; 
N'audlin,  my  honest  Maudlin,  hath  a  notable  memory,  and  she 
thmks  nothing  too  good  for  you,  because  you  be  such  honest  men. 

Ven.  We  thank  you;  and  intend  once  in  a  month  to  call  upon 
you  again,  and  give  you  a  little  warning;  and  so,  good-night; 
good-night,  Maudlin.  And  now,  good  master,  let's  lose  no  time ; 
but  tell  me  somewhat  more  of  fishing;  and,  if  you  please,  first, 
something  of  fishing  for  a  gudgeon. 

Pisc.  I  will,  honest  scholar. 
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CHAPTER    XV 

Observations  of  the  Gudgeon,  the  Ruffe,  and  the  Bleak,  and 
how  to  Fish  for  them. 

jISC.  The  Gudgeon  is  reputed  a  fish  of  excellent 
taste,  and  to  be  very  wholesome :  he  is  of  a  fine 
shape,  of  a  silver  colour,  and  beautified  with 
black  spots  both  on  his  boJy  and  tail.  He 
breeds  two  or  three  times  in  the  year,  and 
always  in  summer.  He  is  commended  for  a 
fish  of  excellent  nourishment:  the  Germans  call 
him  groundling,  by  reason  of  his  feeding  on  the  ground ;  and  h'e 
there  feasts  himself  in  sharp  streams,  and  on  the  gravel.  He  '. 
the  barbel  both  feed  so,  and  do  not  hunt  for  flies  at  any  time,  iS 
most  other  fishes  do ;  he  is  a  most  excellent  fish  to  enter  a  young 
angler,  being  easy  to  be  taken  with  a  small  red -worm,  on  or  near  to 
the  ground.  He  is  one  of  those  leather- mouthed  fish  that  has  his 
teeth  in  his  throat,  and  will  hardly  be  lost  off  from  the  hook  if  he 
be  once  strucken.  They  be  usually  scattered  up  and  down  every 
river  in  the  shallows,  in  the  heat  of  summer ;  but  in  autumn,  when 
the  weeds  begin  to  grow  sour  and  rot,  and  the  weather  colder,  then 
they  gather  together,  and  get  into  the  deep  parts  of  the  water,  and 
are  to  be  fished  for  there,  with  your  hook   always  touching  the 
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ground,  \{  you  fish  for  him  with  a  float,  or  with  a  cork ;  but  many 
will  fish  for  the  gudgeon  by  hand,  .vith  a  running  line  upon  the 
ground,  without  a  cork,  as  a  trout  is  fished  for;  and  it  is  an  excellent 
way,  if  you  have  a  gentle  rod  and  as  gentle  a  hand. 

There  is  also  another  fish  called  a  pope,  and  by  some  a  rufl^e,  a 
fish  that  is  not  known  to  be  in  some  rivers :  he  is  much  like  thi 
perch  for  his  shape,  and  taken  to  be  better  than  the  perch,  but 
will  not  grow  to  be  bigger  than  a  gudgeon.  He  is  an  excellent  fish, 
no  fish  that  swims  is  of  a  pleasanter  taste,  and  he  is  also  excellent  to 
enter  a  young  angler,  for  he  is  a  greedy  biter;  and  they  will  usually 
he  abundance  of  them  together,  in  one  reserved  place,  where  the 
water  is  deep,  and  runs  quietly ;  and  an  easy  angler,  if  he  has  found 
where  they  he,  may  catch  forty  or  fifty,  or  sometimes  twice  as  many 
at  a  standing. 

You  must  fish  for  him  with  a  small  red-worm;  and  if  you  bait 
the  ground  with  earth,  it  is  excellent. 

There  i?  also  a  bleak,  or  fresh-water  sprat,  a  fish  that  i'i  ever  in 
motion,  and  therefore  called  by  some  the  river  swallow ;  for  just  as 
you  shall  observe  the  swallow  to  be  most  evenings  in  surimer  ever 
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ill  motion,  making  short  and  quick 
turns  when  he  flics  to  catch  flics  in 
the  air  (by  which  he  lives)  so  does 
the  Weak  at  the  top  i,5  the  water. 
Ausonius   would    have    him    called 
bleak  from  his  whitish  colour :  his 
back  is  of  a    pleasant  sad  or  sea- 
water  green,    his    belly    white  and 
shining    as    the    mountain    snow; 
and  doubtless,  though  he  have  the 
fortune  (which  virtue  has  in  poor 
people)    to    be    neglected,    yet   the 
bleak    ought    to  be  much    valued, 
thoiiT;h  we  want  Allamot  salt,  and 
the  skill  that  the  Italians  have  to 
turn    them    into   anchovies.     This 
Hsh   may  be   caught  with  a  Pater- 
noster line;  that   is,   six  or   eight 
very    small    hooks   tied    along  the 
line,    one    half  a   foot   above    the 
..  ,  other:     I    have    seen    five    caught 

thus  at  one  time,  and  the  bait  has  been  gentles,  than  which  none 
IS  t)etter. 

Or  this  rish  may  be  caught  with  a  fine  small  artificial  fly,  which  is 
to  be  of  a  very  sad  brown  colour,  and  very  small,  and  the  hook 
answerable.  There  is  no  better  sport  than  whipping  for  bleaks  in  a 
t)oat,  or  on  a  bank,  in  the  swift  water,  in  a  summer's  evening 
with  a  hazel  top  about  five  or  six  foo^  long,  and  a  line  twice 
the  length  ot  the  rod.  I  have  heard  Sir  Henry  Wotton  say 
that  there  be  many  that  in  Italy  will  catch  swallows  so,  or  especially 
martins  (this  bird-angler  standing  on  the  top  of  a  steeple  to 
do  It,  and  with  a  line  twice  so  long  as  I  have  spoken  of).  And  let 
me  tell  you,  scholar,  that  both  martins  and  bleaks  be  most  excellent 
meat. 

And  let  me  tell  you,  that  I  have  known  a  hern,  that  did  constantly 
frequent  one  place,  caught  with  a  hook  baited  with  a  big  minnow  or 
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small  gudgeon.  The  line  and  hook  must  be  strong,  and  tied  to  some 
loose  staflf,  so  big  as  she  cannot  fly  away  with  it,  a  line  not  exceeding 
two  yards. 
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CHAPTER  XVI 

Is  of  nothing,  or  that  which  is  nothing  worth. 

ISC.  My  purpose  was  to  give  you  some  directions 
concerning  roach  and  dace,  and  some  other 
inferior  fish,  which  make  the  angler  excellent 
sport,  for  you  know  there  is  more  pleasure  in 
hunting  the  hare  than  in  eating  her ;  but  I  will 
forbear  at  this  time  to  say  any  more,  because 
you  see  yonder  come  our  brother  Peter  and 
honest  Coridon  :  but  I  will  promise  you,  that  as  you  and  I  fish,  and 
walk  to-morrow  towards  London,  if  I  have  now  forgotten  anything 
that  I  can  then  remember,  I  will  not  keep  it  from  you. 

Well  met,  gentlemen  :  this  is  lucky  that  we  meet  so  just  togethti 
at  this  very  door.  Come,  hostess,  where  are  you  .'  Is  supper  ready .' 
Come,  first  give  us  drink,  and  be  as  quick  as  you  can,  for  I  believe 
we  are  all  very  hungry.  Well,  brother  Peter,  and  Coridon,  to  you 
both  ;  come  drink,  and  then  tell  me  what  luck  of  fish  :  we  two  have 
caught  but  ten  trouts,  of  which  my  scholar  caught  three ;  look,  here's 
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eight,  and  a  brace  •■  gave  away  :  wc  have  had  a  most  pleasant  day 
for  fishing  and  taU  ,  and  arc  returned  home  both  weary  and  hungry, 
and  now  meat  and  rest  will  he  j-Ieasant. 

Pet.  And  Coridon  and  I  have  had  not  an  unpleasant  day,  and  yet 
I  have  caught  but  five  trouts  :  for  indeed  we  went  to  a  good  honest 
ale-house,  and  there  we  played  at  shovel-board  half  the  day;  all  the 
time  that  it  rained  we  -ere  there,  and  as  merry  as  they  that  fished ; 
and  I  am  glad  we  are  now  with  a  dry  house  over  our  heads,  for  hark 
how  it  rains  and  blows.  Come,  hostess,  give  us  more  ale,  and  our 
supper  with  what  haste  you  may  ;  and  when  we  have  supped,  let  us 
have  your  song,  Piscator,  and  the  catch  that  nir  scholar  promised 
us;  or  else  Coridon  will  be  dogged. 

Pisc.  Nay,  I  will  not  be  worse  than  my  word  ;  you  shall  not  want 
my  song,  and  !  hope  I  shall  be  perfi-ct  in  it. 

Ven.  And  I  hope  the  like  for  my  catch,  which  I  have  ready  too; 
and  therefore  let's  go  merrily  to  supper,  and  then  have  a  gentle  touch 
at  singing  and  drinking  ;  but  the  last  with  moderation. 

CoR.  Come,  now  for  your  song  ;  for  we  have  fed  heartily.  Come, 
hostess,  lay  a  few  more  sticks  on  the  fi  e.  And  now  sing  when  you 
will. 

Pist.  Well,  then,  here's  to  you,  Coridon  ;  and  now  for  my  song. 


O  ihe  gallant  fisher's  ///i-, 

/t  is  the  htst  of  any  ! 
'Tis  full  of  pleasure,  void  of  strife. 
And  ''tis  beloved  by  many : 
Other  joys 
Are  but  toys ; 
Only  this 
Lawful  is  ; 
For  our  skill 
Breeds  no  ill. 
Hut  content  and  pleasure 


In  a  morning  up  xJe  rise 
Ere  Aurora's  peeping  ,■ 
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think  a  iup  to  wath  sur  eyes  ; 
Leave  ihf  iluggaiti  iteefing. 
Then  we  g» 
to  and  frt 
ly'ith  )nr  knaiks 
.It  mr  liuik$ 
Ta  tUih  It  ream  I 
At  the  Thames^ 
If  ue  htivi'  the  teiiure. 

If'hen  we  pleau-  to  walk  abroait 

For  our  recnuttion, 
In  the  fields  is  our  abode. 
Full  of  delectiitioH  : 

It^here  in  ii  brook, 

If-'ith  u   hook. 

Or  <i  lake, 

Fish  we  /«/<•  ; 

There  we  sit 

Fir  14  bit. 
Till  we  fish  entangle, 

IV*  have  gentles  in  a  horn, 

IVe  have  paste  and  worms   toe  , 
IVe  can  watih  both  «;';,    t  and  morn^ 
Suffer  rain  and  storms  too. 

None  do  here 

Use  to  swear ; 

Oaths  do  fray 

Fish  away  : 

IK   si,   still 

yfnd  watch  our  quill; 
Fishers  must  not  wrangle. 

If  the  sun^s  excessive  heat 

Make  our  bodies  swelter. 
To  an  osier-hedge  we  get 

For  a  friendly  shelter ; 
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IVbere  in  ii  dike^ 
Perch  or  pike. 
Roach  or  dace, 
JVe  do  chase ; 
Bleak  or  gudgeon, 
If^ithout  grudging  : 
ff^e  are  still  contented. 

Or  %ve  sometimes  puss  an  hour 

Under  a  green  willow, 
That  defends  us  from  a  shower— 
Alaking  earth  our  pillow  : 

JVhe'  c  we  may 

Tntnk  and  pray. 

Before  death 

Stops  our  breath  : 

Other  joys 

Are  but  toys. 
And  to  be  lamented. — Jo.  Chalkhill. 
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Ven.  Well  sung,  master  :  this  day's  fortune  and  pleasure,  and  this 
night's  company  and  song,  do  all  make  me  more  and  more  in  love 
with  angling.  Gentlemen,  my  master  left  me  alone  for  an  hour  this 
day  ;  and  I  verily  believe  he  retired  himself  from  talking  with  me, 
that  he  might  be  so  perfect  in  this  song  :  was  it  not,  master  ? 

Pisc.  Yes,  indeed  ;  for  it  is  many  years  since  I  learned  it,  and 
having  forgotten  a  part  of  it,  I  was  forced  to  patch  it  up  by  the  help 
of  mine  own  invention,  who  am  not  excellent  at  poetry,  as  my  part 
of  the  song  may  testify  :  but  of  that  I  will  say  no  more,  lest  you 
should  think  I  mean  by  discommending  it  to  beg  your  commenda- 
tions of  it.  And  therefore,  without  replications,  let  us  hear  your 
catch,  scholar,  which  I  hope  will  be  a  good  one  ;  for  you  are  both 
musical,  and  have  a  good  fancy  to  boot. 

Ven.  Marry,  and  that  you  shall ;  and  as  freely  as  I  would  have 
my  honest  master  tell  me  some  more  secrets  of  fish  and  fishing  as  we 
walk  and  fish  towards  London  to-morrow.  But,  master,  first  let  me 
tell  you,  that,  that  very  hour  which  you  were  absent  from  me,  I  sat 
down  under  a  willow  iree  by  the  water-side,  and  considered  what  you 
had  told  me  of  the  owner  of  that  pleasant  meadow  in  which  you  had 
then  left  me  ;  that  he  had  a  plentiful  estate,  and  not  a  heart  to  think 
so ;  that  he  had  at  this  time  many  law-suits  depending,  and  that  they 
both  damped  his  mirth  and  took  up  so  much  of  his  time  and  thoughts, 
that  he  himself  had  not  leisure  to  take  the  sweet  content  that  I  (who 
pretended  no  title  to  them)  took  in  his  fields  :  for  I  could  sit  there 
quietly,  and  looking  on  the  water,  see  some  fishes  sport  themselves  in 
the  silver  streams,  others  leaping  at  flies  of  several  shapes  and  colours  ; 
looking  on  the  hills,  I  could  behold  them  spotted  with  woods  and 
groves  ;  looking  down  the  meadows,  could  see,  here  a  boy  gathering 
lilies  and  lady-smocks,  and  there  a  girl  cropping  culverkeys  and 
cowslips,  all  to  make  garlands  suitable  to  this  present  month  of  May  : 
these,  and  many  other  field-flowers,  so  perfumed  the  air,  that  I  thought 
that  very  meadow  like  that  field  in  Sicily  (of  which  Diodorus  speaks) 
where  the  perfumes  arising  from  the  place  make  all  dogs  that 
hunt  in  it  to  fall  ofl^  and  to  lose  their  hottest  scent.  I  say,  as  1  thus 
sat,  joying  in  my  own  happy  condition,  and  pitying  this  poor  rich 
man  that  owned  this  and  many  other  pleasant  groves  and  meadows 
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about  me,  I  did  thankfully  remember  what  my  Saviour  said,  that  the 
meek  possess  the  earth  ;  or  rather,  they  enjoy  what  the  others  possess 
and  enjoy  not ;  for  anglers  and  meek  quiet-spirited  men  are  free  from 
those  high,  those  restless  thoughts  which  corrode  the  sweets  of  life  ; 
and-they,  and  they  only,  can  say,  n-^  the  poet  has  happily  expressed  it  : 

Hall  blest  estate  oj  lowliness  ! 

Happy  enjoyments  of  such  minds 
Asy  rich  in  self-contentedness^ 

Can,  like  the  reeds  in  roughest  icinds. 
By  yielding  make  that  blow  but  small. 
At  which  proud  oaks  and  cedars  fall. 

There  came  also  into  my  mind,  at  that  time,  certain  verses  in 
praise  of  a  mean  estate  ;..-.d  an  humble  mind  ;  they  were  written  by 
Phineas  Fletcher,  an  excellent  divine,  and  an  excellent  angler,  and 
the  author  of  excellent  piscatory  eclogues,  in  which  you  shall  see  the 
picture  of  this  good  man's  mind,  and  I  wish  mine  to  be  like  it. 

No  empty  hopes,  no  courtly  fears  him  fright  ; 
No  begging  wants  his  middle  fortune  bite ; 
But  sweet  content  exiles  both  misery  and  spite. 

His  certain  life,  that  never  can  deceive  him. 
Is  full  of  thousand  sweets  and  rich  content ; 

The  smooth-leaved  beeches  in  the  field  receive  him. 
With  coolest  shade,  till  noontide's  heat  be  spent. 

His  life  is  neither  toss'd  in  boisterous  seas 

Or  the  vexatious  world,  or  lost  in  slothful  ease ; 
Pleased  and  full  bless'd  he  lives,  when   he  his   God  can  please. 

His  bed,  more  safe  than  soft,  yields  quiet  sleeps, 

IPlille  by  his  side  his  faithful  spouse  hath  place; 
His  little  son  into  his  bosom  creeps. 

The  lively  picture  of  his  father's  face ; 
His  humble  house  or  poor  state  ne'er  torment  him — 
Less  he  could  like,  if  less  his  God  had  lent  him ; 
And  when  he  dies,  green  turfs  do  for  a  tomb  content  him. 

208 


■    % 


I*.     1 


«;i 


'')' 


ll; 
ii 


,  i 


The  Compleat  JingUr 

Gentlemen,  these  were  a  part  of  the  thoughts  that  then  possessed 
me.  And  I  there  made  a  conversion  of  a  piece  of  m  old  catch,  and 
added  more  to  it,  fitting  them  to  be  sung  by  angjers.  Come, 
master,  you  can  sing  well ;  you  must  sing  a  part  of  it  as  it  is  in 
this  paper. 

MarCi  life  is  but  vain,  for  'tis  subject  to  pain 

And  sorrow,  and  short  as  a  bubble; 

'Tis  a  hodgepodge  of  business,  and  money,  and  care. 

And  care,  and  money,  and  trouble. 

But  we" I'  take  no  care  when  the  weather  proves  fair ; 

Nor  will  we  vex  now,  though  it  rain ; 

We'll  banish  all  sorrow,  and  sing  till  to-morrow 

And  angle,  and  angle  again, 

Peter.  Ay,  marry,  sir,  this  is  music  indeed  :  this  has  cheered  ' 
heart,  and  made  me  to  remember  six  verses  in  praise  of  music,  which 
I  will  speak  to  you  instantly. 

Music  !  miraculous  rhetoric,  that  speakest  sense 

If^thout  a  tongue,  excelling  eloquence  ; 

IVith  what  ease  might  thy  errors  be  excused, 

Wert  thou  as  truly  loved  as   thou'rl  ahused ! 

But  though  dull  souls  neglect,  ana  some  reprove  thee, 

I  cannot  hate  thee  \ausc  the  angels  love  thee. 

Ven.  And  the  repetition  of  these  last  verses  of  music  has  called 
to  my  memory  what  Mr.  Ed.  Waller  (a  lover  of  the  angle)  says  of 
love  and  music. 

IFhilst  I  listen  to  thy  voice, 
Chloris,  I  feel  tny  heart  decay: 

Tljat  powerful  "wice 
Calls  my  fleeting  soul  away  : 
O  suppress  that  magic  sound, 
IFhich  destroys  without  a  wound! 
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PiOie^  Chloris,  peace,  or  singing  die. 
That  together  you  and  I 
To  heaven  may  go ; 
For  all  we  know 
Of  what  the  b/ened  do  above 
Is — that  they  sing,  and  that  they  Iwe. 

Pisc.  Well  remembered,  brother  Peter :  these  verses  came 
seasonably,  and  we  thank  you  heartily.  Come,  we  will  all  join 
together,  my  host  and  all,  and  sing  my  scholar's  catch  over  again, 
and  then  each  man  drink  the  other  cup,  and  to  bed,  and  thank  God 
we  have  a  dry  house  over  our  heads. 

Pisc.  Well  now,  good-night  to  everybody. 

Peter.  And  so  say  I. 

Ven.  And  so  say  I. 

Cor.  Good-night  to  you  all,  and  I  thank  you. 
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Pisc.  Good-morrow,  brother  Peter,  and  the  like  to  you,  honest 
Coridon  :  come,  my  hostccs  says  there  is  seven  shillings  to  pay  :  let 
us  each  man  tirink  a  pot  for  his  morning's  draught,  and  lay  down 
his  two  shillings  ;  that  so  my  hostess  may  not  have  occasion  to 
repent  herself  of  being  so  diligent,  and  using  us  so  kindly. 
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Peter.  The  motion  is  liked  by  everybody  ;  and  so,  hostess, 
here's  your  money  :  we  anglers  are  all  beholding  to  you,  it  will  not 
be  long  ere  I'll  see  you  again.  And  now,  brother  Piscator,  I  wish 
you  and  my  brother  your  scholar  a  fair  day  and  good  fortune. 
Come,  Coridon,  this  is  our  way. 
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CHAPTER    XVII 

Of  Roach  and  Dace,  and  how  to  Fish  for  them  ;  and  of  Cadis. 

lEN.  Good  master,  as  \vc  go  now  towards  London, 
be  still  so  courteous  as  to  give  me  more  instruc- 
tions ;  for  I  have  several  boxes  in  my  memory,  in 
which  I  will  keep  them  all  very  safe,  there  shall 
not  one  of  them  be  lost. 

Pisc.  Well,  scholar,  that  I  will,  and  I  will  hide 
noth'  g  from  you  that  I  can  remember,  and  can 
think  may  help  you  forward  towards  a  perfection  in  this  art.  And 
because  we  have  so  much  time,  and  I  have  said  so  little  of  roach  and 
dace,  I  will  give  you  some  directions  concerning  them. 

Some  say  the  roach  is  so  called  from  ruti/us,  which  they  sav 
signifies  red  fins.  He  is  a  fish  of  no  great  reputation  for  his  dainty 
taste  ;  and  his  spawn  is  accounted  much  better  than  any  other  part 
of  him.  And  you  may  take  notice,  that  as  the  carp  is  accounted 
the  water-fox,  for  his  cunning  ;  so  the  roach  is  accounted  the  water- 
sheep,  for  his  simplicity  or  foolishness.  It  is  noted,  that  the  roach 
and  dace  recover  strength,  and  grow  in  season,  in  a  fortnight  after 
spawning  ;  the   barbel   and   chub   in   a   month  ;    the   trout   in  four 
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months  ;  and  the  salmon  in  the  like  time,  if  he  gets  into  the  sea, 
and  after  into  fresh  water. 

Roaches  be  accounted  much  better  in  the  river  than  in  a  pond, 
though  ponds  usually  breed  the  biggest.  But  there  is  a  kind  of 
bastard  small  reach,  that  breeds  in  ponds,  with  a  very  forked  tail, 
and  of  a  ver\  small  size,  which  some  say  is  bred  by  the  bream  and 
right  roach;  and  some  ponds  are  stored  with  these  beyond  belief; 
and  knowing-men,  that  know  their  difference,  call  them  ruds  ;  they 
differ  from  the  true  roach  as  much  as  a  herring  from  a  pilchard. 
And  these  bastard  breed  of  roach  are  now  scattered  in  many  rivers  ; 
but  I  think  not  in  the  Thames,  which  I  believe  affords  the  largest 
and  fattest  in  this  nation,  especially  below  London  Bridge.  The 
roach  is  a  leather-mouthed  fish,  and  has  a  kind  of  saw-like  teeth  in 
his  throat.  And  lastly,  let  me  tell  you,  the  roach  makes  an  angler 
capital  sport,  especially  the  great  roaches  about  London,  where  I 
think  there  be  the  best  roach  anglers.  And  I  think  the  best  trout 
anglers  be  in  Derbyshire  ;  for  the  waters  there  are  clear  to  an 
extremity. 

Next,  let  me  tell  you,  you  shall  fish  for  this  roach  in  winter  with 
paste  or  gentles ;  in  April,  with  worms  or  cadis ;  in  the  very  hot 
months  with  little  white  snails,  or  with  flies  ^nder  water,  for  he 
seldom  takes  them  at  the  top,  though  the  dace  will.  In  many  of 
the  hot  months  roaches  may  also  be  caught  thus  :  take  a  May-fly  or 
ant-fly,  sink  him  with  a  little  lead  to  the  bottom,  near  to  the  piles 
or  posts  of  a  bridge,  or  near  to  any  posts  of  a  weir,  I  mean  any  deep 
place  where  roaches  lie  quietly,  and  then  pull  your  fly  up  very 
leisurely,  and  usually  a  roach  will  follow  your  bait  to  the  very  top 
of  the  water,  and  gaze  on  it  there,  and  run  at  it  and  take  it,  lest  the 
fly  should  fly  away  from  him. 

I  have  seen  this  done  at  Windsor  and  Henley-bridge,  and  great 
store  of  roach  taken,  and  sometimes  a  dace  or  chub  ;  and  in  August 
you  may  fish  for  them  with  a  paste  made  only  of  the  crumbs  of 
bread,  which  should  be  of  pure  fine  manchet  ;  and  that  paste  must 
be  so  tempered  betwixt  your  hands  till  it  be  both  soft  and  tough 
too ;  a  very  little  water,  and  time  and  labour,  and  clean  hands,  will 
make  it  a  most  excellent  paste  :  but  when  you  fish  with  it,  you  must 
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have  a  small  hook,  a  quick  eye,  and  a  nimble  hand,  or  the  bait  is 
lost,  and  the  fish  too  (if  one  may  lose  that  which  he  never  had). 
With  this  paste  you  may,  as  I  said,  take  both  the  roach  and  the  dace 
or  dare,  for  they  be  much  of  a  kind  in  matter  of  feeding,  cunning, 
gooiiness,  and  usually  in  size.  And  therefore,  take  this  general 
direction  for  some  other  baits  which  may  concern  you  to  take  notice 
of.  They  will  bite  almost  at  any  fly,  but  especially  at  ant-flies  ;  con- 
cerning which,  take  this  direction,  for  it  is  very  good  : 

Take  the  blackish  ant-fly  out  of  the  mole-hill  or  ant-hill,  in 
which  place  you  shall  find  them  in  the  month  of  June,  or  if  that  be 
too  early  in  the  year,  then  doubtless  you  may  find  them  in  July, 
August,  and  most  of  September ;  gather  them  alive  with  both  their 
wings,  and  then  put  them  into  a  glass  that  will  hold  a  quart  or  a 
pottle  ;  but  first  put  into  the  glass  a  handful  or  more  of  the  moist 
earth  out  of  which  you  gather  them,  and  as  much  of  the  roots  ( :f  the 
grass  of  the  said  hillock,  and  then  put  in  the  flies  gently,  that  they 
lose  not  their  wings  ;  lay  a  clod  of  earth  over  it,  and  then  so  many 
as  are  put  into  the  glass  without  bruising  will  live  there  a  month  or 
more,  and  be  always  in  a  readiness  for  you  to  fish  with  ;  but  if  you 
would  have  them  keep  longer,  then  get  any  great  earthen  pot,  or 
barrel  of  three  or  four  gallons  (which  is  better)  then  wash  your 
barrel  with  water  and  honey,  and  having  put  into  it  a  quantity  of 
earth  and  grass  roots,  then  put  in  your  flies,  and  cover  it,  and  they 
will  live  a  quarter  of  a  year  :  these  in  any  stream  and  clear  water 
are  a  deadly  bait  for  roach  or  dace,  or  for  a  chub  ;  and  your  rule  is 
to  fish  not  less  than  a  handful  from  the  bottom. 

I  shall  next  tell  you  a  winter  bait  for  a  roach,  a  dace,  or  chub,  and 
it  is  choicely  good.  About  All-hallowtide  and  so  till  frost  comes, 
when  you  see  men  ploughing  up  heath  ground,  or  sandy  ground,  or 
greenswards,  then  follow  the  plough,  and  you  shall  find  a  white 
worm  as  big  as  two  maggots,  and  it  hath  a  red  head  (you  may 
observe  in  what  ground  most  are,  for  there  the  crows  will  be  very 
watchful  and  follow  the  plough  very  close)  ;  it  is  all  soft,  and  full 
of  whitish  guts ;  a  worm,  that  is,  in  Norfolk  and  some  other 
counties,  called  a  grub  ;  and  is  bred  of  the  spawn  or  eggs  of  a 
beetle,  which  she  leaves  in  holes  that  she  digs  in  the  ground  under 
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cow  or  horse-dung,  and  there  rests  all  winter,  and  in  March  or  April 
comes  to  be  first  a  red,  and  then  a  black  beetle.  Gather  a  thousand 
or  two  of  these,  and  put  them  with  a  peck  or  two  of  their  own 
earth  into  some  tub  or  firkin,  and  cover  and  keep  them  so  warm 
that  the  frost  or  cold  air  or  winds  kill  them  not  :  these  you  may 
keep  all  winter,  and  kill  fish  with  them  at  any  time  ;  and  if  you 
put  some  of  them  into  a  little  earth  and  honey,  a  day  before  you 
use  them,  you  will  find  them  an  excellent  bait  for  bream,  carp,  or 
indeed  for  almost  any  fish. 

And  after  this  manner  you  may  also  keep  gentles  all  winter; 
which  are  a  good  bait  then,  and  much  the  better  for  being  lively  a.nd' 
tough.  Or  you  may  breed  and  keep  gentles  thus  :  take  a  piece  of 
beast  s  liver,  and  with  a  cross  stick  hang  it  in  som.-  corner,  over  a 
pot  or  barrel  half  full  of  dry  clay  :  and  as  the  gent,'.s  grow  big  they 
will  fall  into  the  barrel  and  scour  themselves,  and  be  always  ready 
->r  use  whensoever  you  incline  to  fish  ;  and  these  gentles  may  be 
-iius  created  till  after  Michaelmas.  But  if  you  desire  to  keep 
gentles  to  fish  with  all  the  year,  then  get  a  dead  cat  or  a  kite,  and 
let  It  be  fly-blown  ;  and  when  the  gentles  begin  to  be  alive  and  to 
stir,  then  bury  it  and  them  in  soft  moist  earth,  but  as  free  from 
frost  as  you  can  ;  and  these  you  may  dig  up  at  any  time  when  vou 
intend  to  use  them  :  these  will  last  till  March,  and  about  that  time 
turn  to  be  flies. 

But  if  you  will  be  nice  to  foul  your  fingers  (which  good  anglers 
seldom  are),  then  take  this  bait :  get  a  handful  of  well-made  malt, 
and  put  into  a  dish  of  water ;  and  then  wash  and  rub  it  betwixt 
your  hands  till  you  make  it  clean,  and  as  free  from  husks  as  you 
can  ;  then  put  that  water  from  ir,  and  put  a  small  quantity  of  fresh 
water  to  it,  and  set  it  in  something  that  is  fit  for  that  purpose,  over 
the  fire,  where  it  is  not  to  boil  apace,  but  leisurely  and  very  softlv, 
until  it  become  somewhat  soft,  which  you  may  try  by  feeling  it 
betwixt  your  finger  and  thumb ;  and  when  it  is  soft,  then  put  your 
water  from  it,  and  then  take  a  sharp  knife,  and  turning  the  sprout 
end  of  the  corn  upward,  with  the  point  of  your  knife  take  the  back 
part  of  the  husk  ofl^  from  it,  and  yet  leaving  a  kind  of  inward  husk 
on  tne  corn,  or  else  it  is  marred  ;  and  then  cut  ofl^  that  sprouted  end 
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(I  mean  a  little  of  it)  that  the  white  may  appear,  and  so  pull  off  the 
husk  on  the  cloven  side  (as  I  directed  you)  and  then  cutting  off  a 
very  little  of  the  other  end,  that  so  your  hook  may  enter :  and  if 
vour  hook  be  small  and  good,  you  will  find  this  to  be  a  very  choice 
bait  either  for  winter  or  summer,  you  sometimes  casting  a  little  of  it 
into  the  place  where  your  float  swims. 

And  to  take  the  roach  a..d  dace,  a  good  bait  is  the  young  brood 
of  wasps  or  bees,  if  you  dip  their  heads  in  blood  ;  especially  good 
for  bream  if  they  be  baked  or  hardened  in  their  husks  in  an  oven 
after  the  bread  is  taken  out  of  it,  or  hardened  on  a  fire  shovel ;  and 
so  also  IS  the  thick  blood  of  sheep,  being  half  dried  on  a  trencher, 
that  SO  you  may  cut  it  into  such  pieces  as  may  best  fit  the  size  of 
your  hook,  and  a  little  salt  keeps  it  from  growing  black,  and  makes 
It  not  the  worse  but  better  :  this  is  taken  to  be  a  choice  bait  if 
rightly  ordered. 

There  be  several  oils  of  a  strong  smell  that  I  have  been  told  of, 
and  to  be  excellent  to  tempt  fish  to  bite,  of  which  J  --ould  say  much; 
but  I  remember  I  once  carried  a  small  bottl.  from  Sir  George 
Hastings  to  Sir  Henry  Wotton  (they  were  bcth  chymical  men)  as  a 
great  present ;  it  was  sent  and  received,  and  used  with  great  con- 
fidence;    and  yet  upon  inquiry,  I  found    it   did   not  answer  the 
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expectation  of  Sir  Henry,  which,  with  the  help  of  this  and  other 
circumstance*,  makes  me  have  iittie  belief  in  such  thines  as  many 
men  talk  of :  not  but  that  I  think  fishes  both  smell  and  hear  (as  i 
have  expressed  in  my  former  discourse)  ;  but  there  is  a  mysterious 
knack,  which,  though  it  be  much  easier  than  the  philosopher's 
stone,  yet  it  is  not  attainable  by  common  capacities,  or  else  lies 
locked  up  in  the  brain  or  breast  of  some  chymical  man,  that,  like 
the  Rosicrucians,  will  not  yet  reveal  it.  But  let  me  nevertheless  tell 
you,  that  camphor,  put  with  moss  into  your  worm-bag  with  your 
worms,  makes  them  (if  many  anglers  be  not  very  much  mistaken)  a 
tempting  bait,  and  the  angler  more  fortunate.  But  I  stepped  by 
chance  mto  this  discourse  of  oils  and  fishes  smelling ;  and  thougn 
there  might  be  more  said,  both  of  it  and  of  baits  for  roach  and  dace 
and  other  float  fish,  yet  I  will  forbear  it  at  this  time,  and  tell  you  in 
the  next  place  how  you  are  to  prepare  your  tackling ;  concerning 
^hich  I  will,  for  sport's  sake,  give  you  an  old  rhyme  out  of  an  old 
fish'book,  which  will  prove  a  part,  and  but  a  part,  of  what  you  are 
to  provide. 

My  rod  and  my  line,  my  fioat  and  my  Itad, 

My  hook  and  my  plummtt,  my  'x'ltu  n   and  ini/r\ 

My  basket,  my  baits  both  living  and  dead. 
My  Htty  and  my  meat,  for  that  is  the  chief: 

Then  I  must  have  thread,  and  hairs  green  and  small, 

IVith  mine  angling-purse — and  so  you  have  all. 

But  you  must  have  all  these  tackling,  and  twice  so  many  more, 
with  which,  if  you  mean  to  be  a  fisher,  you  must  store  yourself;  and 
to  that  purpose  I  will  go  with  you  either  to  Mr.  Margrave,  who 
dwells  amongst  the  booksellers  in  St.  Paul's  Churchyard,  or  to  Mr. 
John  Stubs,  near  to  the  Swan  in  Golden  Lane  ;  they  be  both  nonest 
men,  and  will  fit  an  angler  with  what  tackling  he  lacks. 

Ven.  Then,  good  master,  let  it  be  at  ,  for  he  is  nearest  to 

my  dwelling ;  and  I  pray  let  us  meet  there  the  ninth  of  May  next, 
about  two  of  the  clock,  and  I'll  want  nothing  that  a  fisher  should 
be  furnished  with. 
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Pisc.  Well,  and  I'll  not  fail  you  (God  willing)  at  the  time  and 
place  appointed. 

Ven.  I  thank  you,  good  master,  and  I  will  not  fail  you:  and,  good 
master,  tell  me  what  baits  more  you  remember,  for  it  will  not  now 
be  long  ere  we  shall  be  at  Tottenham  High  Cross,  and  when  we 
come  thither  I  will  make  you  some  requital  of  your  pains,  by  repeat- 
ing as  choice  a  copy  of  verses  as  any  we  have  heard  since  we  met 
together ;  and  that  is  a  proud  word,  for  we  have  heard  very  good 
ones. 

Pisc.  Well,  scholar,  and  I  shall  be  then  right  glad  to  hear  them ; 
and  I  will,  as  we  walk,  tell  you  whatsoever  comes  in  my  mind,  that 
I  think  may  be  worth  your  hearing.  You  may  make  another  choice 
bait  thus  :  take  a  handful  or  two  of  the  best  and  biggest  wheat  you 
can  get,  boil  it  in  a  little  milk  (like  as  frumity  is  boiled) ;  Soil  it  so 
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till  it  be  soft,  and  then  fry  it  very  leisurely  with  honey,  and  a  little 
beaten  saffron  dissolved  in  milk ;  and  you  will  find  this  a  choice  bait, 
and  good,  I  think,  for  any  fish,  especially  for  roach,  dace,  chub,  or 
grayling  :  I  know  not  but  that  it  may  be  as  good  for  a  river  carp, 
and  especially  if  the  ground  be  a  little  baited  with  it. 

And  you  may  also  note,  that  the  spawn  of  most  fish  is  a  very 
tempting  bait,  being  a  little  hardened  on  a  warm  tile,  and  cut  into 
fit  pieces.  Nay,  mulberries,  and  those  blackberries  which  grow  upon 
briars,  be  good  baits  for  chubs  or  carps  ;  with  these  many  have  been 
taken  in  ponds,  and  in  some  rivers  where  such  trees  have  grown  near 
the  water,  and  the  fruits  customarily  dropped  into  it.  And  there  be 
a  hundred  other  baits,  more  than  can  be  well  named,  which,  by  con- 
stant baiting  the  water,  will  become  a  tempting  bait  to  any  fish  in  it. 

You  are  also  to  know  that  there  be  divers  kinds  of  cadis,  or  case- 
worms,  that  are  to  be  found  in  this  nation,  in  several  distinct  counties, 
and  in  scleral  little  brooks  that  relate  to  bigger  rivers  ;  as  namely, 
one  cadis  called  a  piper,  whose  husk  or  case  is  a  piece  of  reed  about 
an  inch  long,  or  longer,  as  big  about  as  the  compass  of  a  twopence. 
These  worms  being  kept  three  or  four  days  in  a  woollen  bag,  with 
sand  at  the  bottom  of  it,  and  the  bag  wet  once  a  day,  will  in  three 
or  four  days  turn  to  be  yellow  :  and  these  be  a  choice  bait  for  the 
chub  or  chavender,  or  indeed  for  any  great  fish,  for  it  is  a  large  bait. 

There  is  also  a  lesser  cadis-worm,  called  a  cock-spur,  being  in 
fashion  like  the  spur  of  a  cock,  sharp  at  one  end  ;  and  the  case  or 
house,  in  which  this  dwells,  is  made  of  small  husks,  and  gravel,  and 
slime,  most  curiously  made  of  these,  even  so  as  to  be  wondered  at, 
but  not  to  be  made  by  man  no  more  than  a  king-fisher's  nest  can, 
which  is  made  of  little  fishes'  bones,  and  have  such  a  geometrical 
interweaving  and  connection,  as  the  like  is  not  to  be  done  by  the  art 
of  man  :  this  kind  of  cadis  is  a  choice  bait  for  any  float-fish  ;  it  is 
much  less  than  the  piper-cadis,  and  to  be  so  order,  ;  ;  and  these  may 
be  so  preserved,  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  days,  or  it  may  be  longer. 

There  is  also  another  cadis,  called  by  some  a  straw-worm,  and  by 
some  a  rufl^-coat,  whose  house  or  case  is  made  of  little  pieces  of  bents, 
and  rushes,  and  straws,  and  water-weeds,  and  I  know  not  what,  which 
are  so  knit  together  with  condensed  slime,  that  they  stick  about  her 
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husk  or  case,  not  unlike  the  bristles  of  a  hedgehog  ;  these  three 
cadises  are  commonly  taken  in  the  beginning  of  summer,  an;!  are 
good  indeed  to  take  any  kind  of  fish,  with  float  or  otherwise.  I  might 
tell  you  of  many  more,  which  as  these  do  early,  so  those  have  their 
time  also  of  turning  to  be  flies  later  in  summer  ;  but  I  might  lose 
myself  and  tire  you  by  such  a  discourse :  I  shall  therefore  but  remem- 
ber you,  that  to  know  these,  and  their  several  kinds,  and  to  what 
flies  every  particular  cadis  turns,  and  then  how  to  use  them,  first  as 
they  be  cadis,  and  after  as  they  be  flies,  is  an  art,  and  an  art  that 
every  one  that  professes  to  be  an  angler  has  not  leisure  to  search 
after,  and,  if  he  had,  is  nui  capable  of  learning. 

I  will  tell  you,  scholar,  several  countries  have  several  kinds  of 
cadises,  that  indeed  differ  as  much  as  dogs  do ;  that  is  to  say,  as  much 
as  a  very  cur  and  a  greyhound  do.  These  be  usually  bred  in  the 
very  little  rills,  or  ditches,  that  run  into  bigger  rivers  :  and  I  think, 
a  more  proper  bait  for  those  very  rivers  than  any  other.  I  know  not 
how  or  of  what,  this  cadis  receives  life,  or  what  coloured  fly  it  turns 
to  ;  but  doubtless  they  are  the  death  of  many  trouts ;  and  this  is  one 
killing  way  : 

Take  one  (or  more  if  need  be)  of  these  large  yellow  cadis  :  pull 
off  his  head,  and  with  it  pull  out  his  black  gut  :  put  the  body  (as 
little  bruised  as  is  possible)  on  a  very  little  hook,  armed  on  with  a 
red  hair  (which  will  show  like  the  cadis  head)  and  a  very  little  thin 
lead,  so  put  upon  the  shank  of  the  hook  that  it  may  sink  pi  cscntiy : 
throw  this  bait,  thus  ordered  (which  will  look  very  yellow)  inco  any 
great  still  hole  where  a  trout  is,  and  he  will  presently  venture  his  life 
for  it,  'tis  not  to  be  doubted,  if  you  be  not  espied ;  and  that  the  bait 
first  touch  the  water  before  the  line.  And  this  will  do  best  in  the 
deepest,  stillest  water. 

Next  let  me  tell  you,  I  have  been  much  pleased  to  walk  quietly 
by  a  brook  with  a  little  stick  in  my  hand,  with  which  I  might  easily 
take  these,  and  consider  the  curiosity  of  their  composure ;  and  if  you 
shall  ever  like  to  do  so,  then  note,  that  your  stick  must  be  a  little 
hazel  or  willow,  cleft,  or  have  a  nick  at  one  end  of  it;  by  which 
means  you  may  with  ease  take  many  of  them  in  that  nick  out  of  the 
water,  before  you  have  any  occasion  to  use  them.    These,  my  honest 
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scholar,  are  some  observations  told  to  you  as  they  now  come  suddenly 
into  my  memory,  of  which  you  may  make  some  use ;  but  for  the 
practical  part,  it  is  that  that  makes  an  angler  :  it  is  diligence,  and 
observation,  and  practice,  and  an  ambition  to  be  the  best  m  the  art, 
that  must  do  it.  I  will  tell  you,  scholar,  I  once  heard  one  say,  "  I 
envy  not  him  that  eats  better  meat  than  I  do,  nor  him  that  is  richer, 
or  that  wears  better  clothes  than  I  do  ;  I  envy  nobody  but  him,  and 
him  only,  that  catches  more  fish  than  I  do."  And  such  a  man  is  like 
to  prove  an  angler  ;  and  this  noble  emulation  I  wish  to  you  and  all 
young  anglers. 
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CHAPTER    XVIII 

0/rhe  Minnow  or  Penk,  of  the  Loach,  and  of  the  Bull-head 
or  Miller  s  Thumb. 

use.  There  be  also  three  or  four  other  little  fish 
that  I  had  almost  forgot,  that  are  all  without 
scales,  and  may  for  excellency  of  meat  be  com- 
pared to  any  fish  of  greatest  value  and  largest 
size.  They  be  usually  full  of  eggs  or  spa—n  all 
the  months  of  summer  ;  for  they  breed  often,  as 
it  is  observed  mice,  and  many  of  the  smaller  four- 
footed  creatures  of  the  earth  do;  and  as  those,  so  these,  come  quickly 
to  their  full  growth  and  perfection.  And  it  is  needful  that  they 
breed  both  often  and  numerously,  for  they  be  (besides  other  accidents 
of  ruin)  both  a  prey  and  baits  for  other  fish.  And  first,  I  shall  tell 
you  of  the  minnow  or  penk. 

The  minnow  hath,  when  he  is  in  perfect  season,  and  not  sick 
(which  is  only  presently  after  spawning),  a  kind  of  dappled  or  waved 
colour,  like  to  a  panther,  on  his  sides,  inclining  to  a  greenish  and 
sky-colour,  his  belly  being  milk-white,  and  his  back  almost  black 
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or  blackish.  He  is  a  sharp  biter  at  a  small  worm,  and  in  hot 
weather  makes  excellent  sport  for  young  anglers,  or  boys,  or  women 
that  luve  that  recreation,  and  in  the  spring  they  make  of  them 
excellent  minnow-tansies ;  for  being  washed  well  in  salt,  and  their 
heads  and  tails  cut  off,  and  their  guts  taken  out,  and  not  washed 
after,  they  prove  excellent  for  that  use  ;  that  is,  being  fried  with 
yolks  of  eggs,  the  flowers  of  cowslips,  and  of  primroses,  and  a  little 
tansy ;  thus  used  they  make  a  dainty  dish  of  meat. 

The  loach  is,  as  I  told  you,  a  most  dainty  fish  ;  he  breeds  and 
feeds  in  little  and  clear  swift  brooks  or  rills,  and  lives  there  upon  the 
gravel,  and  in  the  sharpest  streams:  he  grows  not  to  be  above  a  finger 
long,  and  no  thicker  than  is  suitable  to  that  length.  This  loach  is 
not  unlike  the  shape  of  the  eel :  he  has  a  beard  or  wattles  like  a 
barbel.  He  has  two  fins  at  his  sides,  four  at  his  belly,  and  one  at  his 
tail ;  he  is  dappled  with  many  black  or  brown  spots,  his  mouth  is 
barbel-hke  under  his  nose.  This  fish  is  usually  full  of  eggs  or  spawn  ; 
and  IS  by  Gesner,  and  other  learned  physicians,  commended  for  great 
nourishment,  and  to  be  very  grateful  both  to  the  palate  and  stomach 
of  sick  persons  :  he  is  to  be  fished  for  with  a  very  small  worm  at  the 
bottom,  for  he  very  seldom  or  never  rises  above  the  gravel,  on  which 
I  told  you  he  usually  gets  his  living. 

The  miller's  thumb,  or  bull-head,  is  a  fish  of  no  pleasing  shape. 
He  IS  by  Gesner  compared  to  the  sea-toad-fish,  for  his  similitude  and 
shape.     It  has  a  head  big  and  flat,  much  greater  than  suitable  to  his 
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body  ;  a  mouth  very  wide,  and  usually  gaping.  He  is  without  teeth, 
but  his  lips  are  very  rough,  much  like  to  a  file.  He  hath  two  fins 
near  to  his  gills,  which  be  roundish  or  crested  ;  two  fins  also  under 
the  belly  ;  two  on  the  back  ;  one  below  the  vent ;  and  the  fin  of  his 
tail  is  round.  Nature  hafh  painted  the  body  of  this  fish  with  whitish, 
blackish,  and  brownish  spots.  They  be  usually  full  of  eggs  or  spawn 
all  the  summer  (I  mean  the  females)  ;  and  those  eggs  swell  their 
vents  almost  into  the  form  of  a  dug.  They  begin  to  spawn  about 
April,  and  (as  I  told  you)  spawn  several  months  in  the  summer ;  and 
in  the  winter,  the  minnow,  and  loach,  and  bull-head  dwell  in  the 
mud,  as  the  eel  doth  ;  or  we  know  not  where,  no  more  than  we  know 
where  the  cuckoo  and  swallow,  and  other  half-year  birds  (which  first 
appear  to  us  in  April)  spend  their  six  cold,  winter,  melancholy 
months.  This  bull-head  does  usually  dwell,  and  hide  himself,  in 
holes,  or  amongst  stones  in  clear  water  ;  and  in  very  hot  days  will 
lie  a  long  time  very  still,  and  sun  himself,  and  will  be  easy  to  be  seen 
upon  any  flat  stone,  or  any  gravel ;  at  which  time  he  will  sufFer  an 
angler  to  put  a  hook,  baited  with  a  small  woim,  very  near  unto  his 
very  mouth  ;  and  he  never  refuses  to  bite,  nor  indeed  to  be  caught  with 
the  worst  of  anglers.  Matthiolus  commends  him  much  more  for  his 
taste  and  nourishment,  than  for  his  shape  or  beauty. 

There  is  also  a  fish  called  a  sticklebag  :  a  fish  without  scales,  but 
hath  his  body  fenced  with  several  prickles.  I  know  not  where  he 
dwells  in  winter,  nor  what  he  is  good  for  in  summer,  but  only  to 
make  sport  for  boys  and  women-anglers,  and  to  feed  other  fish  that 
be  fish  of  prey,  as  trout  in  particular,  who  will  bite  at  him  as  at  a 
penk,  and  better,  if  your  hook  be  rightly  baited  with  him;  for  he 
may  be  so  baited  as,  his  tail  turning  like  the  sail  of  a  windmill,  will 
make  him  turn  more  quick  than  any  penk  or  minnow  can.  For  note, 
that  the  nimble  turning  of  that,  or  the  minnow,  is  the  perfection  of 
minnow  fishing.  To  which  end,  if  you  put  your  hook  into  his  mouth, 
and  out  at  his  tail,  and  then,  having  first  tied  him  with  white  thread 
a  little  above  his  tail,  and  placed  him  after  such  a  manner  on  your 
hook,  as  he  is  like  to  turn,  then  sew  up  his  mouth  to  your  line,  and 
he  is  like  to  turn  quick,  and  tempt  any  trout ;  but  If  he  do  not  turn 
quick,  then  turn  his  tail  a  little  more  or  less  towards  the  inner  part, 
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or  towards  the  side  of  the  hook,  or  put  the  minnow,  or  sticklebaff,  a 
little  more  crooked  or  more  straight  on  your  hook,  until  it  will  turn 
both  true  and  fast;  and  then  doubt  not  but  to  tempt  any  great  trout 
that  ..es  m  a  swift  stream.  And  the  loach  that  I  told  you  of  .vill  do 
the  like  :  no  bait  is  more  tempting,  provided  the  loach  be  not  too  big 
And  now,  scholar,  with  the  help  of  this  fine  morning,  and  your 
patient  attention,  I  have  said  all  that  my  present  memory  will  afford 
me  concerning  most  of  the  several  fish  that  are  usually  fished  for  in 
rresh  waters. 

Ven  But,  master,  you  have,  by  your  former  civility,  made  me 
hope  that  you  will  make  good  your  promise,  and  say  something  of 
the  several  rivers  that  be  of  most  note  in  this  nation;  and  also  of 
fish-ponds,  and  the  ordering  of  them;  and  do  it,  I  pray,  good  master, 
tor  1  love  any  discourse  of  rivers,  and  fish  and  fishing;  the  time 
spent  in  such  discourse  passes  away  very  pleasantly. 
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CHAPTER   XIX 

Of  several  Rivers,  and  some  observations  of  Fish. 
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|ISC.  Well,  scholar,  since  the  ways  and  weather  do 
both  favour  us,  and  that  we  yet  see  not  Totten- 
ham Cross,  you  shall  see  my  willingness  to 
satisfy  your  desire.  And  first,  for  the  rivers  of 
this  nation,  there  be  (as  you  may  note  out  of 
Doctor  Heylin's  Geography,  and  others)  in 
number  325,  but  those  of  chiefest  note  he  reckons 
and  describes  as  foUoweth  : 

I .  The  chief  is  Thamesis,  compounded  of  two  rivers,  Thame  and 
Isis,  whereof  the  former,  rising  somewhat  beyond  Thame  in 
Buckinghamshire,  and  the  latter  in  Cirencester  in  Gloucestershire, 
meet  together  about  Dorchester  in  Oxfordshire  ;  the  issue  of  which 
happy  conjunction  is  the  Thamesis,  or  Thames  ;  hence  it  flieth 
betwixt  Berks,  Buckinghamshire,  Middlesex,  Surrey,  Kent,  and 
Essex ;  and  so  weddeth  himself  to  the  Kentish  Medway,  in  the  very 
jaws  of  the  ocean.  This  glorious  river  feeleth  the  violence  and 
benefit  of  the  sea  more  than  any  river  in  Europe,  ebbing  and  flowing 
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twice  a  day,  more  than  sixty  miles  :  about  whose  banks  are  so  many 
fair  towns  and  princely  palaces  that  a  German  poet  thus  truly 
spake  : 

Tot  cAMPOj,  etc. 

lyt  taw  so  many  woods  and  princely  bowers. 
Sweet  fields^  trave  palaces,  and  stately  towers. 
So  many  gardens  dress'd  with  curious  care. 
That  Thames  with  royal  Tiber  may  compare. 

2.  The  second  river  of  note  is  Sabrina,  or  Severn  :  it  hath  its 
beginning  in  Plynlimmon  Hill  in  Montgomeryshire,  and  his  end 
seven  miles  from  Bristol,  washing,  in  the  mean  space,  the  walls  of 
Shrewsbury,  Worcester,  and  Gloucester,  and  divei-s  other  places  and 
palaces  of  note. 

3.  Trent,  so  called  from  thirty  kind  of  fishes  that  are  found  in  it, 
or  for  that  't  rcceiveth  thirty  'esser  rivers  ;  who,  having  his  fountain 
in  Stan  >,hire,  and  gliding  through  the  counties  of  Nottingham, 
Lincoir,  .  .v'icester,  and  York,  augmenteth  the  turbulent  current  of 
Humber,  the  most  violent  stream  of  all  the  isle.  This  Humber  is 
not,  to  say  truth,  a  distinct  river,  having  a  spring-head  of  his  own, 
but  it  is  rather  the  mouth  or  acstuarium  of  divers  rivers  here 
confluent,  and  meeting  together,  namely,  your  Derwent,  and 
especially  of  Ouse  and  Trent ;  and  (as  the  Danow,  having  received 
into  its  channel  the  river  Dravus,  Savus,  Tibiscus,  and  divers  others) 
changeth  his  name  into  this  of  Humberabus,  as  the  old  geographers 
call  it. 

4.  Medway,  a  Kentish  river,  famous  for  harbouring  tie  royal 
navy, 

5.  Tweed,  the  north-east  bound  of  England  ;  on  whose  northern 
banks  is  seated  the  strong  and  impregnable  town  of  Berwick. 

6.  Tyne,  famous  for  Newcastle,  and  her  inexhaustible  coal-pits. 
These,  and  the  rest  of  principal  note,  are  thus  comprehended  in  one 
of  Mr.  Drayton's  sonnets. 

The  foods'  queen,  Thames, /or  ships  and  swans  is  crnvn'd ; 
And  stately  Severn  for  her  shore  is  praised} 
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Th.  cy„^i  Trtnt,  for  ford,  and  ph  r,nn^n'd; 

And  Avon  s  fam<  to  Albion' i  cliff,  i,  raiud. 
Larltgton  Chtittr  vaunts  htr  holy  Dtt ; 

York  many  wondtr,  ,f  htr  Oust  can  tell; 
Tht  Peak,  her  Dove,  whoit  banis  so  frtilt  be ; 
IM  ,  ^"'^  ^'""  ^''1  '"y,  fx-r  Medway  doth  excel.  ' 

Cotswold  commends  her  Isi,  to  the  Thame; 

Our  northern  borders  boa.t  of  Tweed\  fair  flood- 
Our  western  parts  extol  their  lyuiy's  fume ; 

And  the  old  Lea  brags  of  the  Danish  blood. 

These  observations  are  out  of  learner!  Dr    l-i„.,i:..       j 

deceayd  friend.  Michael  I>aytoVrrd' .!^;au!^yt\:v"Vu^o^^ 
such  discourses  as  these,  of  rivers  and  fish  and  fishing.  I  lovJyou  the 
better,  and  love  the  more  to  impart  them  to  you:   nevmheless 

fishlr.;  "^""f^  '^uS'">"'  ^°  "^'"'^  ^h^-^*^-'  sortsXrate 

2^  iXr^  ^  ''•'7  '"  '"'"y  °^  '^""^  "^^^«  ^hat  run  into  tfe 
sea  I  Mght  beget  wonder  in  you,  or  unbelief,  or  both;  and  yet  I 
w,Il  vennire  to  tell  you  a  real  truth  concerning  one  late  ySLec ted 
by  Dr  Wharton,  a  man  of  great  learning  and  experien'^  and  of 
equal  freedom  to  communicate  it ;  one  that  loves  me  ana     .y  art 

tions  thtTh  ^"""  ^'"  f'^^''^^"  ^°^  '"^^"y  °^  ^he  choices'  oCva- 
tions  that  I  have  imparted  to  you.  This  good  man.  that  dares  to 
do  anythmg  rather  than  tell  an  untruth,  did  (I  say)  tell  me  he  had 
lately  dissected  one  strange  fish,  and  he  thus  described  it  to  me 

n,n,Jh  1-3      ^""^  u  '"°''  ^y^-'^  ^'■°''^'  =^"'i  ^^'^  that  length  ;  his 
mouth  wide  enough  to  receive,  or  take  into  it.  the  head  of  a  man 
h^  stomach  seven  or  eight  inches  broad  :   he  is  of  a  slow  moToV 

on  hi's  hS  S.T  '"'■'''  ''"^'^  •"  ^^^  '""'^'  -d  has  a  movabSTg 
on  his  head,  about  a  sj^n  or  near  unto  a  quarter  of  a  yard  long   bf 

he  moving  of  which  (which  is  his  natural  bait)  when'  he  Slos^ 

and  unseen  ,n  the  mud.  he  draws  other  smaller  fi^sh  so  close  to  £ 

tha^he  can  suck  them  into  his  mouth,  and  so  devours  and  digest 

And,  scholar,  do  not  wonder  at  this,  for  besides  the  credit  of  the 
relater,  you  are  to  note,  many  of  these,  and  fishes  that  are  of  the 
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like  and  more  unusual  shapes,  are  very  often  taken  on  the  mouths  of 
our  sea-rivers,  and  on  the  sea-shore  ;  and  this  will  be  no  wonder  to 
any  that  have  travelled  Kgypt ;  where  'tis  known  the  famous  river 
Nilus  d(K's  not  only  breed  fishes  that  yet  want  names,  but  by  the 
overflowing  of  that  river,  and  the  help  of  the  sun's  heat  on  the  fat 
slimc  which  that  river  leaves  on  :he  banks  (when  it  falls  back  into  its 
natural  channel)  such  strange  fish  ^nd  beasts  are  also  bred,  that  no 
man  can  give  a  name  to,  as  Grotius  (ii:  his  Sophom)  and  others,  have 
observed. 

But  whither  am  I  strayed  in  this  discourse?  I  will  end  it  by 
telling  you,  that  at  the  mouth  of  some  of  these  rivers  of  ours 
herrings  are  so  plentiful,  as  namely,  near  to  Yarmouth,  in  Norfolk, 
and  in  the  west  country,  pilchers  so  very  plentiful,  as  you  will  wonder 
to  read  what  our  learned  Camden  relates  of  them  in  his  Britannia 
(pp.  178,  186). 

Well,  scholar,  I  will  stop  here,  and  tell  you  what  by  reading  and 
conference  I  have  observed  concerning  fish-ponds. 
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CHAPTER    XX 

Of  iish-ponds,  and  how  to  order  them. 

jISC.  Doctor  Lcbault,  the  learned  Frenchman,  in 
his  large  discourse  of  Maison  l{ustiqiu\  gives  this 
direction  for  making  -.f  fish-ponds  ;  I  shall  refer 
you  to  him  to  read  at  large,  but  I  think  I  shall 
contract  it,  and  yet  make  it  as  useful. 

He    adviseth,    that    when    you    have    drained 
K     1      .-    u  /he  ground,  and  made  the  earth  firm  where  the 

head  ot  the  pond  must  be,  that  you  nust  then,  in  that  place 
dnve  >n  two  or  three  rows  of  oak  or  elm  piles,  which  should 
into  T  '^  L\^  u''  or  half-burnt,  befofe  they  be  driven 
nto  the  earth  (for  being  thus  used,  it  preserves  '  them  much 
onger  from  rotting);  and  having  done  so,  lay  f-iggots  or  bavins  of 
smaller  wood  betwixt  them,  and  then  earth  betwixt  and  above  them, 
and  then  having  first  very  well  rammed  them  and  the  earth,  use 
another  pile  m  like  manner  as  the  first  were:  and  note,  that  the 
second  pde  is  to  be  of  or  about  the  height  that  you  intend  to  n,ake 
your  sluice  or  flood-gate,  or  the  vent  that  you  intend  shall  convey 
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the  overflowings  of  your  pond  in  any  flood  that  shall  endanger  the 
breaking  of  the  pond-dam. 

Then  he  advises,  that  you  plant  willows  or  owlers  about  it,  or 
both,  and  then  cast  in  bavins  in  some  places,  not  far  from  the  side, 
and  in  the  most  sandy  piaces,  for  fish  both  to  spawn  upon,  and  to 
defend  them  and  the  young  fry  from  the  many  fish,  and  also  from 
vermin  that  he  at  watch  to  destroy  them,  especially  the  spawn  of  the 
carp  and  tench,  when  'tis  left  to  the  mercy  of  ducks  or  vermin. 

He  and  Dubravius,  and  all  others  advise,  that  you  make  choice  of 
such  a  place  for  your  pond,  that  it  may  be  refreshed  with  a  little  rill, 
or  with  rain-water,  running  or  falling  into  it ;  by  which,  fisn  are 
more  inclined  both  to  breed,  and  are  also  refreshed  and  fed  the  better, 
and  do  prove  to  be  of  a  much  sweeter  and  more  pleasant  taste. 

To  which  end  it  is  observed,  that  such  pools  as  be  large,  and  have 
most  gravel  and  shallows  where  fish  may  sport  themselves,  do  afl^brd 
fish  of  the  purest  taste.     And  note,  that  in  all  pools,  it  is  best  for 
fish  to   have   some    retiring  place  ;    as   namely,  hollow   banks,  or 
shelves,  or  roots  of  trees,  to  keep  them  from  danger  ;  and  when  thev 
think  fit,  from  the  extreme  heat  of  the  summer ;  as  also,  from  the 
extremity  of  cold  in  winter.     And    note,   that   if  many  trees  be 
growing  about  your  pond,  the  leaves  thereof,  falling  into  the  water 
make  it  nauseous  to  the  fish,  and  the  fish  to  be  so  to  the  eater  of  it. 
'Tis  noted  that  the  tench  and  eel  love  mud,  and  the  carp  loves 
gravelly  ground,  and  in  the  hot  months  to  feed  on  grass.     Vou  are 
to  cleanse  your  pond,  if  you  intend  either  profit  or  pleasure,  once 
every  three  or  four  years  (especially  some  ponds),  and  then  let  it  lie 
dry  SIX  or  twelve  months,  both  to  kill  the  water-weeds,  as  water-lilies, 
candocks,  reate,  and  bulrushes,  that  breed  there ;  and  also  that  as 
these  die  for  want  of  water,  so  grass  may  grow  in  the  pond's  bottom, 
which  carps  will  eat  greedily  in  all  the  hot  months,  if  the  pond  be 
clean.     1  he  letting  your  pond  dry,  and  sowing  oats  in  the  bottom, 
IS  also  good,  for  the  fish  feed  the  faster  :  and  being  sometimes  let  dry, 
you  may  observe  what  kind  of  fish  either  increases  or  thrives  best  in 
that  water;  for  they  difi'er  much,  both  in  their  breeding  and  feeding. 
Lebault  also  advises,  that  if  your  ponds  be  not  very  large  and 
roomy,  that  you  often  feed  your  fish  by  throwing  into  them  chippings 
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and  I  have,  besides  experience   I.  •   ^'''  '^specially  of  Mh^  cam 

allows  water-frogs  trbrgS^Tey^ln'^.f  °' '^-  «"' ^3t 
they  be  fat:  but  you  are  tl  note  that  hP'^'^^c.'"  ^°'"^'  months,  f 
English  will  hardly  believe  h  m  fll  u  "  \  ^'•'^"'^hman  ;  and  ve 
eaten  in  his  country':  however  "he  advts  Z^T  'T?^  ^^  --% 
fishers  out  of  your  ponds  •  anH  h!  ^  ■  ^'''^'■°>'  ^hem  and  kin/ 

that  garden-earf'  and  parsKLoi^^''^- ""^ '^''P^  i"  summer  ;  and 
refreshes  the  si.-  fish.  ^Ind'nofe Tat  wh"  '  ^^"'^  '■^^-^  "d 
>ou  are  to  put  into  it  two  or  X^  me  ^l^^n '^"  ^^^e  your  pond. 
P"t  them  into  a  breeding-pond  •  bu?  iTw.  """"  'P^^"^'".  '^  you 

pond    m  which  they  will  not  breed    /h      '  ""''^'^-P^^d.  or  feeding 
Ih";^"'^  be  mo^t  male  or  femajt' carS  '"  "■■'  '^  ^°  '''^  '-"^^l 
^i^^^:Z.  -f  i  S  ^^rPs  are  those  that  be 

'"  marle-pits,  or  pits  that  have  Sn C     ?"  '^^  '"'^'"'^  "^"=»%  breca 
or  ponds  that  lie  dry  a  winter  seto     '^'^.^^'^fl^.  "^  in  new  pond 
of  mud  and  weeds.  ^'""'  '^^"  '»  old  ponds  that  be  full 

obserSicS!'^^;,^^  "I'a'Sif.-^-"-  ^^  ^'i  that  either 
I-bault  h.th  told  me  :  n^t  tLu  tf  b  :r^'^>;  «^'  ^"^ravius  td 
not  said  more  ;  but  the  most  of  the  rest  .r  '""^  '^'^'^^""-"^  have 

f  'fa  man  should  tell  a  eood  .Sk  •  '^  '°  '°'""^""  observations 
I  w,ll  therefore  put  an  en^t  h,.T''^'"  ^^=^^  ^^''^^-  ^-"  i'S' 
down  and  rest  us.  ^  '°  ''^'^  discourse,  and  we  will  here  "it 
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CHAPTER    XXI 

Directions  for  making  of  a  line,  and  for  the  colouring  of 
both  rod  and  line. 

I  ISC.  Will,  scholar,  I  have  held  you  too  long  about 
these  cadis,  and  smaller  fish,  and  rivers,  and  fish- 
ponds ;  and  my  spirits  are  almost  spent,  and 
so  I  doubt  is  your  patience  ;  but  being,  we  are 
now  almost  at  Tottenham,  where  I  first  met 
you,  and  where  we  are  to  part,  I  will  lose  no 
,.„.^„_____  time,  but  give  you  a  little  direction  how  to  make 
and  order  your  lines,  and  to  colour  the  hair  of  which  you  make  your 
lines,  for  that  is  very  needful  to  be  known  of  an  angler  ;  and  also 
how  to  paint  your  rod,  especially  your  top  ;  for  a  right  grown  top  is 
a  choice  commodity,  and  should  be  preserved  from  the  water  soaking 
into  it,  which  makes  it  in  wet  weather  to  be  heavy,  and  fish  ill- 
favouredly,  and  not  true  ;  and  also  it  rots  quickly  for  want  of  paint- 
ing :  and  I  think  a  good  top  is  worth  preserving,  or  I  had  not  taken 
care  to  keep  a  top  above  twenty  years.  But  first  for  your  line. 
First,  note,  that  you  are  to  take  care  that  your  hair  be  round  and 
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clear,  and  free  from  galls  or  scabs  or 
frets ;  for  a  well-chosen,  even,  clear, 
round  hair,  of  a  kind  of  glass-colour, 
will  prove  as  strong  as  three  uneven 
scabby  hairs,  that  are  ill-chosen,  and 
full  of  galls  or  unevenness.  You  shall 
seldom  find  a  black  hair  but  it  is  round, 
but  many  white  are  flat  and  uneven  ; 
therefore,  if  you  get  a  lock  of  right, 
round,  clear,  glass-colour  hair,  make 
much  of  it. 

And  for  making  your  line,  observe 
this  rule  :  first  let  your  hair  be  cle  n 
washed  ere  you  go  about  to  twist 
it  ;  and  then  choose  not  only  the 
clearest  hair  for  it,  but  hairs  that 
be  of  an  equal  bigness,  for  such  do 
usually  stretch  altogether,  and  break 
altogether,  which  hairs  of  an  unequal 
bigness  never  do,  but  break  singly,  and 
so  deceive  the  angler  that  trusts  to 
them. 

When  you  have  twisted  your  links, 
lay  them  in  water  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  at  least,  and  then  twist  them 
over  again  before  you  tie  them  into  a 
line  :  for  those  that  do  not  so,  shall 
usually  find  their  line  to  have  a  hair  or 
two  shrink,  and  be  shorter  than  the 
rest  at  the  first  fishing  with  it,  which 
is  so  much  of  the  strength  of  the  line 
lost  for  want  of  first  watering  it,  and 
then  retwisting  it ;  and  this  is  most 
visible  in  a  seven-hair  line,  one  of 
those  which  hath  always  a  black  hair 
in  the  middle. 
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And  for  dyeing  of  your  hairs,  do  it  thus  : 

Take  a  pint  of  strong  ale,  half  a  pound  of  soot,  and  a  little 
quantity  of  the  juice  of  walnut-tree  leaves,  and  an  equal  quantity  )f 
alum  ;  put  these  together  into  a  pot,  pan,  or  pipkin,  and  boil  them 
half  an  hour  ;  and  having  so  done,  let  it  cool  ;  and  being  cold,  put 
your  hair  into  it,  and  there  let  it  lie  ;  it  will  turn  your  hair  to  be  a 
kind  of  water  or  glass-colour,  or  greenish  ;  and  the  longer  you  let  it 
lie  the  deeper  it  will  be.  You  might  be  taught  to  make  many  other 
colours,  but  it  is  to  little  purpose  ;  for  doubtless  the  water-colour  or 
glass-coloured  hair  is  the  most  choice  and  the  most  useful  for  an 
angler,  but  let  it  not  be  too  green. 

But  if  you  desire  to  colour  hair  greener,  then  do  it  thus  :  take  a 
quart  of  small  ale,  half  a  pound  of  alum  ;  then  put  these  into  a  pan 
or  pipkin,  and  your  hair  into  it  with  them  ;  then  put  it  upon  a  fire, 
and  let  it  boil  softly  for  half-an-hour  ;  and  then  take  out  your  hair, 
and  let  it  dry  ;  and  having  so  done,  then  take  a  pottle  of  water,  and 
put  into  it  two  handfuls  of  marigolds,  and  cover  it  with  a  tile  (or 
what  you  think  fit),  and  set  it  again  on  the  fire,  where  it  is  to  boil 
again  softly  for  half  an  hour,  about  which  time  the  scum  will  turn 
yellow  ;  then  put  into  it  half  a  pound  of  coppieras,  beaten  small,  and 
with  it  the  hair  that  you  intend  to  colour  ;  then  let  the  hair  be  boiled 
softly  till  half  the  liquor  be  wasted,  and  then  let  it  cool  three  or  four 
hours  with  your  hair  in  it  ;  and  you  are  to  observe  that  the  more 
copperas  you  put  into  it,  the  greener  it  will  be  ;  but,  doubtless,  the 
pale  green  is  best  ;  but  if  you  desire  yellow  hair  (which  is  only  good 
when  the  weeds  rot),  then  put  in  the  more  marigolds,  and  abate  most 
of  the  copperas,  or  leave  it  quite  out,  and  take  a  little  verdigrease 
instead  of  it. 

This  for  colouring  your  hair.  And  as  for  painting  your  rod, 
which  must  be  in  oil,  you  must  first  make  a  size  with  gluj  and  water, 
boiled  together  until  the  glue  be  dissolved,  and  the  size  of  a  lye- 
colour  ;  then  strike  ycur  size  upon  the  wood  with  a  bristle,  or 
a  brush,  or  pencil,  whilst  it  is  hot  ;  that  being  quite  dry,  take  white- 
lead,  and  a  little  red-lead,  and  a  little  coal-black,  so  much  as 
altogether  will  make  an  ash-colour  ;  grind  these  all  together  with 
linseed  oil  ;   let  it  be  thick,  and  lay   it  thin  upon  the  wood  with 
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a  brush  or  pencil  ;  this  do  for  the  ground  of  any  colour  to  lie  upon 
wood. 

For  a  green. 

Take  pink  and  verdigrease,  and  grind  them  together  in  linseed 
oil,  as  thin  as  you  can  well  grind  it  ;  then  lay  it  smoothly  on  with 
your  brush,  and  drive  it  thin  ;  once  doing  for  the  most  part  will 
serve,  if  you  lay  it  well  ;  and  if  twice,  be  sure  your  first  colour  be 
thoroughly  dry  before  you  lay  on  a  second. 

Well,  scholar,  having  now  taught  you  to  paint  your  rod,  and  we 
having  still  a  mile  to  Tottenham  High  Cross,  I  will,  as  we  walk 
towards  it  in  the  cool  shade  of  this  sv/eet  honeysuckle  hedge,  mention 
to  you  some  of  the  thoughts  and  joys  that  have  possest  my  soul  since 
we  two  met  together.  And  these  thoughts  shall  be  told  you,  that 
you  also  may  join  with  me  in  thankfulness  to  the  Giver  of  every 
good  and  perfect  gift,  for  our  happiness.  And  that  our  present 
happiness  may  appear  to  be  the  greater,  and  we  the  more  thankful 
for  it,  I  will  beg  you  to  consider  with  mc  how  many  do,  even  at  this 
very  time,  lie  under  the  torment  of  the  stone,  the  gout,  and  tooth- 
ache ;  and  this  we  are  free  from.  And  every  misery  that  I  miss  is  a 
new  mercy,  and  therefore  let  us  be  thankful.  There  have  been, 
since  we  met,  others  that  have  met  disasters  of  broken  limbs  ;  some 
have  been  blasted,  others  thunder-strucken  ;  and  we  have  been  freed 
from  these,  and  all  those  many  other  miseries  that  threaten  human 
nature  ;  let  us  therefore  rejoice,  and  be  thankful.  Nay,  which  is  a 
far  greater  mercy,  we  are  free  from  the  unsupportable  burthen  of  an 
accusing  tormenting  conscience,  a  misery  that  none  can  bear  ;  and 
therefore  let  us  praise  him  for  his  preventing  grace,  and  say,  every 
misery  that  I  miss  is  a  new  mercy  :  nay,  let  me  tell  you,  there  be 
many  that  have  forty  times  our  estates,  that  would  give  the  greatest 
part  of  it  to  be  healthful  and  cheerful  like  us  ;  who,  with  the  expense 
of  a  little  money,  have  eat  and  drank,  and  laught,  and  angled,  and 
sung,  and  slept  securely  ;  and  rose  next  day,  and  cast  away  care,  and 
sung,  and  laught,  and  angled  again  ;  which  are  blessings  rich  men 
cannot  purchase  with  all  their  money.  Let  me  tell  you,  scholar,  I 
have  a  rich  neighbour  that  is  always  so  busy  that  he  has  no  leisure  to 
laugh  ;  the  whole  business  of  his  life  is  to  get  money,  and  more 
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money,  that  he  may  still  get  more  and  more  money  ;  he  is  still 
drudging  on, and  says  that  Solomon  says,  "The  diligent  hand  maketh 
rich  :"  and  'tis  true  indeed  ;  but  he  considers  not  that  'tis  not  in  the 
power  of  riches  to  make  a  man  happy  :  for  it  was  wisely  said,  by  a 
man  of  great  observation,  "  That  there  be  as  many  miseries  beyond 
riches,  as  on  this  side  them  :"  and  yet  God  deliver  us  from  pinching 
poverty  ;  and  grant  that,  having  a  competency,  we  may  be  content, 
and  thankful.  Let  us  not  repine,  or  so  much  as  think  the  gifts  of 
God  unequally  dealt,  if  we  see  another  abound  with  riches,  when,  as 
God  knows,  the  cares  that  are  the  keys  that  keep  those  riches  hang 
often  so  heavily  at  the  rich  man's  girdle,  that  they  clog  him  with 
weary  days  and  restless  nights,  even  when  others  sleep  quietly.  We 
see  but  the  outside  of  the  rich  man's  happiness :  few  consider  him  to 
be  like  the  silk-worm,  that,  when  she  seems  to  play,  is,  at  the  very 
same  time,  spinning  her  own  bowels,  and  consuming  herself.  And 
this  many  rich  men  do,  loading  themselves  with  corroding  cares,  to 
keep  what  they  have  (probably)  unconscionably  got.  Let  us,  there- 
fore, be  thankful  for  health  and  a  competence  ;  and,  above  all,  for  a 
quiet  conscience. 

Let  me  tell  you,  scholar,  that  Diogenes  walked  on  a  day,  with  his 
friend,  to  see  a  country  fair ;  where  he  saw  ribbons,  and  looking- 
glasses,  and  nut-crackers,  and  fiddles,  and  hobby-horses,  and  many 
other  gimcracks ;  and,  having  observed  them  and  all  the  other 
finnimbruns  that  make  a  complete  country  fair,  he  said  to  his  friend, 
"  Lord,  how  many  things  are  there  in  this  world  of  which  Diogenes 
hath  no  need .' "  And  truly  it  is  so,  or  might  be  so,  with  very  many 
who  vex  and  toil  themselves  to  get  what  they  have  no  need  of.  Can 
any  man  charge  God  that  he  hath  not  given  him  enough  to  make 
his  life  happy .'  No,  doubtless  ;  fot  nature  is  content  with  a  little  : 
and  yet  you  shall  hardly  meet  with  a  man  that  complains  not  of  some 
want  ;  though  he,  indeed,  wants  nothing  but  his  will  ;  it  may  be, 
nothing  but  his  will  of  his  poor  neighbour,  for  not  worshipping  or 
not  flattering  him  :  and  thus  when  we  might  be  happy  and  quiet,  we 
create  trouble  to  ourselves.  I  have  heard  of  a  man  that  was  angry 
with  himself  because  he  was  no  taller  ;  and  of  a  woman  that  broke 
her  looking-glass  because  it  would  not  show  her  face  to  be  as  young 
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and  handsome  as  her  next  neighbour's  was.     And  I  knew  another  to 
whom  God  had  given  health  and  plenty,  but  a  wife  that  nature  had 
made  peevish,  and  her  husband's  riches  had  made  purse-proud  ;  and 
must,  because  she  was  rich  (and  for  no   other   virtue)  sit  in  the 
highest  pew  in  the  church  ;  which  being  denied  her,  she  engaged  her 
husband  into  a  contention  for  it,  and  at  last  into  a  lawsuit  with  a 
dogged  neighbour  who  was  as  rich  as  he,  and  had  a  wife  as  peevish 
and  pii  3e-proud  as  the  other  :  and  this  lawsuit  begot  higher  opposi- 
tions, and  actionable  words,  and  more  vexations  and  lawsuits  ;  for 
you  must  remember  that  both  were  rich,  and  must  therefore  have 
their  wills.     Well,  this  wilful,  purse-proud  lawsuit  lasted  during  the 
life  of  the  first  husband  ;  after  which  his  wife  vext  and  chid,  and 
chid  and  vext  till  she  also  chid  and  vext  herself  into  her  grave  ;  and 
so  the  wealth  of  these  poor  rich  people  was  curst  into  a  punishment, 
because  they  wanted  meek  and  thankful  hearts ;  for  those  only  can 
make  us  happy.     I  knew  a  man  that  had  health  and  riches,  and 
several  houses,  all  beautiful,  and  ready  furnished,  and  would  often 
trouble    himself  and    family  to   be   removing   from    one   house  to 
another  ;  and  bi-ing  asked  by  a  friend,  why  he  removed  so  often 
from  one  house  to  another,  replied,  "  It  was  to  find  content  in  some 
one  of  them."     But  his  friend,  knowing  his  temper,  told  him,  if  he 
would  find  content  in  any  of  his  houses  he  must  leave  himself  behind 
him  ;  for  content  will  never  dwell  but  in  a  meek  and  quiet  soul. 
And  this  may  appear,  if  we  read  and  consider  what  our  Saviour  says 
m  St.  Matthew's  gospel  ;  for  he  there  says,  "  Blessed  be  the  merciful, 
for  they  shall  obtain  mercy. — Blessed  be  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they 
shall    see    God.— Blessed   be    the  poor   in    spirit,  for   theirs  is  the 
kingdom  of  heaven."     And,  "Blessed  be  the  meek,  for  they  shall 
possess  the  earth."     Not  that  the  meek  shall  not  also  obtain  mercy, 
and  see  God,  and  be  comforted,  and  at  last  come  to  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  ;  but  in  the  meantime  he  (and  he  only)  possesses  the  earth,  as 
he  goes  towards  that  kingdom  of  heaven,  by  being  humble   and 
cheerful,  and  content  with  what  his  good  God  has  allotted  him.     He 
has    no    turbulent,   repining,   vexatious    thoughts    that    he   deserves 
better  ;  nor  is  vext  when  he  sees  others  possest  of  more  honour  or 
more  riches  than  his  wise  God  has  allotted  for  his  share  ;  but  he 
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possesses  what  he  has  with  a  meek  and  contented  quietness    such  a 

SSr   "  ^''  "''^  '^'■'^^'"^  P''^^^'"^'  ^°^h    Tcci  and 

My  honest  scholar,  all  this  is  told  to  incline  you  to  thankfulness  • 

and  to  .nchne  you  the  more  let  me  tell  you.  thit  though   he  poTh.; 

^nl    hTh'i  ^     '^  "^  ""u'^"  =^"^.  •'^'^"'^^'^y'  ^"J  '"•'^"y  other  of^he 
most  deadly  sms  ;    yet  he  was  sa.d  to  be  a  man  after  God's  own 

thTU^^T      .         »'^?'^  r''  ^''^  thankfulness  than  any  other 

Psa  ms  2T:i  '"-"^'l  ^''■'P^"'"':'  ''  "''y  'War  in  his  book  of 
Psalms  where  there  is  such  a  commixture  of  his  confessing  of  his 
sms  and  unworth.ness  and  such  thankfulness  for  God's  pardon  and 
merc.es,  as  did  make  him  to  be  accounted,  even  by  God  himself,  to 
be  a  man  after  h,s  own  heart  :  and  let  us.  in  that,  labour  to  be  as  ike 
h.m  as  we  can  ;  let  not  the  blessings  we  receive  daily  from  God  make 
us  not  to  value,  or  not  praise  him  because  they  be  common  •  let  us 
not  forget  to  praise  him  for  the  innocent  mirth  and  pleasure  we  have 
met  with  since  we  met  together.  What  would  a  blind  man  give  to 
^e  the  pleasant  nvers  and  meadows  and  flowers  and  fountains,  that 
we  have  met  with  since  we  met  together?  I  have  been  told  that  if 
a  man  that  was  born  blind  could  obtain  to  have  his  sight  for  but 
only  one  hour  during  his  whole  life,  and  should,  at  the  first  opening 

ether' J.?'       "    ''  ^'g^^"P°^  ^-  ^-n  it  was  in  its  full  glory^ 

either  at  the  nsing  or  setting  of  it,  h:  would  be  so  transported  and 
amazed,  and  so  admire  the  glory  of  it,  that  he  would  not  willingly 
turn  h.s  eyes  from  that  first  ravishing  object,  to  behold  all  the  other 
various  beauties  this  world  could  present  to  him.  And  this,  and 
many  other  like  blessings,  we  enjoy  daily.  And  for  most  of  them, 
because  they  be  so  common,  most  men  forget  to  pay  their  praises  ; 
but  let  not  us,  because  it  is  a  sacrifice  so  pleasing  to  Him  that  made 

hi  '"?  "''  '"u  '"",  P'"'"''  "^'  =^"d  gives  us  flowers  and 
aSr  ^^""^'-^^hs  and  meat,  and  content  and   leisure  to    go 

.ln!!:fy''i'°'"''  ^^'''''t ''"'°''  ^''■"'^  '"y^^'^'  ^"d,  I  fear,  more  than 

l^T     Z    rV  ^"J  ,    """^  ''''  Tottenham  High  Cross,  and  our 

hort  walk  thither  shall  put  a  period  to  my  too  long  discourse,  in 

which  my  meaning  was  and  is,  to  plant  that  in  your  mind,  with 
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which  I  labour  to  possess  my  own  soul  :  that  it  meek  and  thankful 
heart.  And  to  that  end,  I  have  showed  y  that  riches,  without 
them,  do  not  make  any  man  happy.  But  ct  me  tell  you,  that 
riches,  with  them,  i  ^-move  many  fears  and  cares ;  and  therefore  my 
advice  is,  that  you  endeavour  to  be  honestly  rich,  or  contentedly 
poor  :  but  be  sure  that  your  riches  be  justly  got,  or  you  spoil  all 
For  it  is  well  said  by  Caussin,  "  He  that  loses  his  conscience,  has 
nothing  left  that  is  worth  keeping  "  Therefore  be  sure  you  look  to 
that.  And,  in  the  lext  place,  look  to  your  health  :  and  if  you  have 
it,  praise  God,  and  value  it  next  to  a  good  conscience  ;  for  health  is 
the  sec  d  blessing  that  we  mortals  are  capable  of ;  a  blessing  that 
money  , — mot  buy,  and  therefore  value  it,  and  be  thankful  for  it. 
As  for  money  (which  may  be  said  to  be  the  third  blessing)  neglect  it 
not  :  but  note,  that  there  is  no  necessity  of  being  rich  ;  for  I  told 
you  there  be  as  many  miseries  beyond  riches,  as  on  this  side  them  : 
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^t  l[  iT   ^''''\  *.,^"'"^'^'-"'^'^-  '^"joy  it  with    a  meek,  cheerful, 
thankful  heart.     I  will  tell  you,  scholar,  I  have  heard  a  crave  divine 


say  that  God  has  two  dwellings,  one  in  heaven,  and  the  other  in  i 
meek  and  thankful  heart.  Which  Almighty  (iod  grant  to  me  and 
to  my  honest  scholar  ;  and  so  you  are  welcome  to  Tottenham  HiL'h 
Cross.  ° 

Ven.  Well,  Piaster,  I  thank  you  for  all  your  good  directions  ;  .but 
for  none  more  than  this  last,  of  thankfulness,  which  I  hope  1  shall 
never  forget.  And  pray  let's  now  rest  ourselves  in  this  sweet  shadv 
arbour,  which  nature  herself  has  woven  with  her  own  fine  ♦*  -.ger  •  'tis 
such  a  contexture  of  wo^xibines,  sweet-briar,  jessamine,  and  myrtle  • 
and  so  interwoven,  as  will  secure  us  both  from  the  sun's  violent  heat' 
and  from  the  approaching  shower.  And  being  sat  down  I  will 
requite  a  part  of  your  courtesies  with  a  bottle  of  sack,  milk,  oranges 
and  sugar;  which,  all  put  together,  make  a  drink  like  nectar" 
indeed,  too  good  for  anybody  but  us  anglers.  And  so,  master,  here 
IS  a  full  glass  to  you  of  that  liquor  ;  and  when  you  have  pledged  me 
I  will  repeat  the  verses  which  I  promised  you  :  it  is  a  copy  printed 
amon^T  some  of  Sir  Henry  Wotton's,  and  doubtless  made  either  by 
him  or  by  a  lover  of  angling.  Come,  master,  now  drink  a  glass  to 
me,  and  then  .  .  :ll  pledge  you,  and  fall  to  my  repetition  ;  it  is  a 
description  of  such  country  recreations  as  I  have  enjoyed  since  I  had 
the  happiness  to  fall  into  your  company. 

^hering  fears,  heart-tearing  cares. 
Anxious  sighs,  untimely  tears. 

Fly,  Jiy  to  courts. 

Fly  to  fond  worldlings'  sports, 
IVhere  strain  d  Sardonic  smiles  are  glosing  still 
And  grief  is  forced  to  laugh  against  her  will  i 

IVhere  mirth's  but  mummery. 

And  sorrows  amy  real  he. 

Fly  from  our  country's  pastimes,  fly. 
Sad  troops  of  human  misery. 
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C»me^  itrine  M$, 

CUar  as  the  iryilal  irgoii. 
Or  tht  purt  axurtd  htavtn  that  tmiltt  t»  itt 
The  rith  attindana  m  our  pwtrly ; 

Ptait  and  a  ucuri  mindy 

lyhifh  all  mtn  seri,  tut  inly  find. 


Abused  i\ 


(lid  you  knnu 


IVhtre  jiTfy  ^.1,'irt's  ease,  and  comforts  grow, 

fou'd  scorn  proud  towers. 

And  seek  them  in  these  bowers  ; 
lyhere  ivinds,  sometimes,  our  u/oods  perhaps  may  shake. 
But  blustering  care  could  never  tempest  make, 

\ar  murmurs  e*er  come  nigh  us. 

Saving  of  fiuntains  that  glide  by  us. 

Here's  no  fantastic  mask  nor  dance. 
But  of  our  kids  that  frisk  and  prance ; 

Nor  wars  are  seen. 

Unless  upon  the  green 
Two  harmless  lambs  are  butting  one  the  other, 
lyhich  done,  both  bleating  run,  each  to  his  mother ; 

And  wounds  are  never  found. 

Save  what  the  ploughshare  gives  the  ground. 

Here  are  no  entrapping  baits. 
To  hasten  to  too  hasty  fates. 

Unless  it  be 

The  fond  credulity 
Of  silly  fish,  which  {worldling  like)  stiii  look 
Upon  the  bait,  but  never  on  the  hook; 

Nor  envy,  less  among 

The  birds,  for  prize  of  their  sweet  song. 

Go,  let  the  diving  negro  seek 

For  gems,  hid  in  some  forlorn  creek  : 

If^e  all  pearls  scorn. 

Save  what  the  dewy  morn 
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Oingtah  upm  tmh  little  spire  if  grau^ 

IP^hiih  iareltst  ihephertii  heal  inun  at  they  pas, 

And  gold  ne'er  here  iippean, 

Savt  what  the  yellow  Ceres  hears. 

Bleii'tl  silent  groves,   (J  may   sin  hi\ 
F»r  evtr,  mirth's  best  nursery.' 

May  pure  cjittents 

For  ever  pitih  thiir  tents 
Upon  these  downs.,  ihfse  meads,  these  r»< ./,  these  mouii taint, 
And  peace  still  slumber  by  these  purling  fountains ; 

It^'hich  we  may  er-ry  ye 

Meet,  when  we  .a*  a-fishing  here. 
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Pisc.  Trust  me,  scholar,  I  thank  you  heartily  for  these  verses  : 
they  be  choicely  good,  and  doubtless  made  by  a  lover  of  angling. 
Come,  nov/,  drink  a  glass  with  me,  and  I  will  requite  you  with  another 
very  good  copy  :  it  is  a  farewell  to  the  vanities  of  the  world,  and 
some  say  written  by  Sir  Harry  Wotton,  who  I  told  you  was  an 
excellent  angler.  But  let  them  be  writ  by  whom  they  will,  he  that 
writ  them  had  a  brave  soul,  and  must  needs  be  possest  with  happy 
thoughts  at  the  time  of  their  composure. 

Farewell^  ye  gilded  follies^  pleaiing  troubles ; 

Farewell^  ye  honour'd  rags,  ye  glorious  bubbles  : 

Fume's  but  a  hollow  echo,  gold,  pure  clay  ; 

Honour,  the  darling  but  of  one  short  day ; 

Beauty  (//)'  eye^s  idol)  but  a  damask' d  skin; 

State,  hut  a  golden  prison,  to  live  in. 

And  torture  free  born  minds ;  embroidered  trains, 

Merely  but  pageants  for  proud  swelling  veins  : 

And  blood  allied  to  greatness  is  alone 

Inherited,  not  purchased,  nor  our  own. 

Fame,  honour,  beauty,  state,  train,  blood,  and  birth. 
Are  but  the  fading  blossoms  of  thi   earth. 

I  would  be  great,  but  that  the  sun  doth  still 

Level  his  rays  against  the  rising  hill: 

I  would  be  high,  but  see  the  proudest  oak 

Most  subject  to  the  rending  thunder-stroke  : 

I  would  be  rich,  but  see  men  {too  unkind) 

Dig  in  the  bowels  of  the  richest  mind  : 

I  would  be  wise,  but  that  I  often  see 

The  fox  suspected,  whilst  the  ass  goes  free  : 

I  would  be  fair,  but  see  the  fair  and  proud. 

Like  the  bright  sun,  oft  setting  in  a  cloud: 

1  would  be  poor,  but  know  the  humble  grass 

Still  trampled  on  by  each  unworthy  ass  : 

Rich,  hated:  wise,  suspected:  scorn'd,  if  poor : 

Great,  fear' d :  fair,  tempted:  high,  still  envied  more: 
I  have  wish'd  all;  but  now  I  wish  for  neither. 
Great,  high,  rich,  wise,  nor  fair ;  poor  Fll  be  rather. 
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IVould  the  world  now  adopt  me  for  her  heir ; 

Jf^ould  beauty's  queen  entitle  me  the  fair ; 

Fame  speak  me  fortunes  minion ;  could  I  vie 

Angels  with  India;  rvith  a  speaking  eye 

Command  hare  heads,  borw'd  knees,  strike  justice  dumb 

As  well  as  blind  and  lame,  or  give  a  tongue  ' 

To  stones  by  epitaphs;    be  call\l  "-^ great  master,'' 

In  the  loose  rhymes  of  every  poetaster: 

Could  I  be  more  than  any  man  that  lives. 

Great,  fair,  rich,  wise,  all  in  superlative]  : 

yet  I  more  freely  would  these  gifis  resign. 

Than  ever  Fortune  would  have  made  them  mine; 

And  hold  one  minute  of  this  /   'j  leisure 

Beyond  the  riches  of  this  empty  pleasure. 

fTelcome,  pure  thoughts,  welcome,  ye  silent  groves, 

T'        guests,  these  courts,  my  soul  most  dearly  loves  ■ 

Now  the  wing'd  people  of  the  sky  shall  sing 

My  cheerful  anthems  n  the  gladsome  spring; 

A  prayer-book,  now,  shall  be  my  looking-glass. 

In  which  I  will  adore  sweet  virtue's  face. 

Here  dwell  no  hateful  looks,  no  palace  cares. 

No  broken  vows  dwell  here,  nor  pale-faced  fears ; 

Then  here  I'll  sit,  and  sigh  my  hot  Ime's  folly. 

And  learn  t'affect  a  holy  melancholy; 
And  if  contentment  be  a  stranger,  then 
ril  ne'er  look  for  it,  but  in  heaven,  again. 

m,!'^ n,  ^'^''  '"f  *f '  ^h^  ^"'■^^  ^  ^°«hy  to  keep  a  room  in  every 
man  s  memory.     I  thank  you  for  them  ;  and  I  thank  you  iorlZ 

SrHrr"?"'  (God  wilHng)  I  wi„  „ot  forget 'Ind  a  St 
kiXUof hcf^'^v''"'  ^^I^^.^^   ^^^P-  5)'  commemorates  the 
a  countr^L.  .       "^  Verecundus  for  lending  him  and  his  companion 
fr^  fmm  .t      '  M  ""?  u'^""'  '^^  '""^^'^  ^"^  enjoyed  themselves. 
tl?e    Ch  K  "  °^  ''''■^^'■'^  ••  ^'  ^^^'"^  had  the  like  advan- 

tage   both  by  your  conversation  and  the  art  yo.   Nve  taught  me    I 
ought  ever  to  do  the  like  ;  for  indeed,  your  c'ompany  and  dilco^i 
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have  been  so  useful  and  pleasant,  that, 
I    may  truly  say,  I    have  only  lived 
since  I  enjoyed  them  and  turned  angler, 
and  not  before.     Nevertheless,  here  I 
must  part  with  you,  here  in  this  now 
sad  place  where  I  was  so  happy  as  first 
to  meet  you  :  but  I  shall  long  for  the 
ninth  of  May  ;  for  then  I  hope  again 
to  enjoy  your  beloved  company  at  the 
appointed  time  and  place.     And  now 
I  wish  for  some  somniferous  potion, 
that  might  force  me  to  sleep  away  the 
intermitted  time,  which  will  pass  away 
with  me  as  tediously,  as  it  does  with 
men  in  sorrow ;    nevertheless,  I  will 
make  it  as  short  as  1  can  by  my  hopes 
and  wishes.    And,  my  good  master,  I 
will  not  forget  the  doctrine  which  you 
told  me  Socrates  taught  his  scholars, 
that  they  should  not  tnink  to  be  hon- 
oured so  much  for  being  philosophers, 
as  to  honour  philosophy  by  their  vir- 
tuous lives.     You  advised  me  to  the 
like   concerning   angling,   and    I   will 
endeavour  to  do  so  ;  and  to  live  like 
those  many  v  ^rthy  men  of  which  you 
made  mention  in  the  former  part  of 
your  discourse.     This  is  my  firm  reso- 
lution ;  and  as  a  pious  man  advised 
his  friend,  that  to  beget  mortification 
he  should  frequent  churches,  and  view 
monuments,   and   charnel-houses,  and 
then    and   there   consider   how   many 
dead  bones  time  had  piled  up  at  the 
gates  of  death  :  so  when  I  would  beget 
content,  and  increase  confidence  in  the 
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power,  and  wisdom,  and  providence  of  Almighty  God,  I  will  walk 
the  meadows  by  some  gliding  stream,  and  there  contemplate  the  lilies 
that  take  no  care,  and  those  very  many  other  various  little  livine 
creatures,  that  are  not  only  created  but  fed  (man  knows  not  how)  by 
the  goodness  of  the  God  of  nature,  and  therefore  trust  in  him  This 
is  miy  r-.irpose;  and  so,  let  everything  that  hath  breath  praise  the 
Lord  :  and  let  the  blessing  of  St.  Peter's  master  be  with  mine. 

Pisc.  And  upon  all  that  are  lovers  of  virtue,  and  dare  trust  in  his 
providence,  and  be  quiet,  and  go  a-angling. 


"  Study  to  be  quiet." — i  Thess.  4.  1 1. 
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a  sbort 

Discourse 

bg  wai?  of  post-script 

XToucbtng  tbe  ILawca  of 

Hnalittd 

lU  0000  rttcno, 

3  cannot  but  tcnOct  ms  particular  tbanfto  to 
Bou  for  tbat  sou  have  been  plcasefi  bB  tbe  eCitlone  of 
sour  Compteut  Angler,  treelB  to  diepence  sour  bear 
bouflbt  ejpettenccs  to  all  tbe  lopers  of  tbat  art,  anb 
bavc  tberebB  so  cjcellcntlB  vinbUateb  tbe  legalttB 
tbereof.  as  to  bcvtnc  approbation,  tbat  if  5  »boulb  flo  about  to  aaB  more 
In  tbat  bebalf,  it  inbceO  were  to  llffbt  a  canbcl  to  tbe  sun :  but  since  all 
pleasures  (tboufib  never  so  innocent  in  tbemselres)  lose  tbat  stamp,  wben 
tbes  are  eitber  pursued  witb  Inorblnate  attcctions,  or  to  tbe  ptejubicc  of 
anotbet;  tberefore  as  to  tbe  former,  everB  man  ouflbt  to  enOearour, 
tbrouflb  a  serious  consibetation  of  tbe  vanitB  of  worlblB  contentments,  to 
mobcratc  bis  affections  thereunto,  wberebB  tbep  maB  be  mabe  of  ejcellent 
use,  as  some  poisons  allaseb  are  in  pbBfllc :  anb  as  to  tbe  latter,  we  ate 
to  bavc  recourse  to  tbe  hnov  n  laws,  ignorance  wbereof  cjcusetb  ?  man, 
anb  tberefore  bB  tbeir  bircctions  eo  to  sauare  our  actions,  tbat  wc  hurt 
no  man,  but  Keep  close  to  tbat  golben  rule,  To  do  to  all  men,  «»  we 
would  have  onraelveH  be  done  unto. 

■How  conccrniiifl  tbe  art  of  anfllinfl,  we  mas  conclube.  Sir,  tbat  as  sou  bare 
proveb  it  to  be  of  nrcat  antiquitB,  so  i  ftnb  it  favoureb  bs  tbe  Uws  of  tbis 
kingbom :  for  wbere  provision  is  mabe  bg  our  statutes  primo  Elizab.  cap.  17, 
aflalnst  tahinfl  fisb  Cb  nets  tbat  be  not  of  sucb  anb  si-cb  a  sije  tbere  set  bown,' 
Bet,  tbose  lawmahers  bab  so  mucb  respect  to  anglers,  as  to  cjccpt  tbem  anb 
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//6e,.«  puraria,  oniB  it  ifi  otbcnv.sc.  for  tbcrc  tbc  flgbCB  a.,  r^^  ,  T 
tbc  b«cn».„,  p,e,«b,  ,b„  ,6,  „.„  „j,J^  ",  J"  !^"' ""'"«•  *'•■  "• ""'"' 
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'""  '""  "«  nam  iMi.  0, 1.  ,k,  .  "  """"«  ««Pt  In  BU  own  ««L 

'  iDcrc  arc  some  copetoua  r.^<x 

«<>'"c«mea(mp««,,,„,,       «  ^'^^^^^^^^^^   «  icaat  tah,„«  «  from  b,m.  a„^ 
fl-t,ema„  «or„.  tbosc  «p^  ^   ^„^^^^^^^  ™bcrea«  a  true  J 

«""fler  at  bf.  table,  tban  u^a  ^  bf"?     '  ""'  "'"'  "^'^^  '-^''^«''  «  ciri, 
"-cent  an  occaar,,,  ,,  .:ZZ^:i  "'"""'  "  ""^  «^°""^  "«>-  ~ 
'";"*•  -re  .arrante^  b,  tbe  uj^^l^^^^^^^  •'^"""^"cb  r„«o«a 

;-.«  ma,  bave  a„  act  J^rTe/pa,:  at."  r  '  *"^^^"''  '^  ^'^^'^^^ 
««er  .ar„,„,  to  bepart  bg  tbe  o^c  o,  bf/  ""'  '"'  ''  ^  """""^  t'Hrre 
owner,  or  ble  scrvm  bg  bfa  comZft  1  ""'"  ''^'■"'«''  ^^bcrlseb.  tbe 

-e.  b„ti„  caseorre  aj„„      :r;;^;7^  f  ^  -  otr  b.  torce.  but  not 

^"t  tr  be  beat  me.  5  „ot  rea^Bfri^  '„       ,  .  ' '"'  ^"'^""«'  '"""^  tbe  a«.a„u 
•"«^  beat  b^n,  ,,,,,,„,,  ,,';^/";;«c-.  be  „,aftca  .,c  a..au,,  an    g 

;»ca«e3  aban  ,ea.e  ,„.  rob  bcb  J'  .'^  ""'"'  '^'""  "'^  "^^"^"^  «"^ 
/— n..  but  be  ean  ne.tber  tafte  frl  '''""''  "'  "'"^  ^  "  '» ''--^e 
^e  ta  a  treapaaaer  to  n. :  .^b^V  Vecr^ """  ^  -^"'t.  b" 

afla  natCbampernoonfor  ta^.n/anb  cuttl  b  a    7^"' ""  ^<="<"'  ^^^  treapnaa 

---tbe.aaae.cb.ree  or  a  ae^ I  ^t  ^^r ""  ^"""^^ 

256  *'  ^"^  tbat  tbe  plantJre  w(tb 
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Iking  Directions  how  to 

Angle  for  Trout  or  Grayling 

in  a  Clear  Stream. 
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"  Qui  raihi  non  credit,  faciit  licet  ipse  pcriclum  ; 
Et  fucrit  scriptis  a-quior  illc  mcis." 
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TO 

MY    MOST    WORTHY    FATHER   AND   FRIEND, 

Mr.  IZAAK  WALTON,  THE  ELDER. 

IR,— Being  you  were  pleased,  some  years  past,  ro 
grant  me  your  free  leave  to  do  what  I  ha\e  here 
attempted  ;  and  observing  you  never  retract  any 
promise  when  made  in  favour  of  your  meanest 
friends  ;   I  accordingly  expect  to  see  these  fol- 
lowing  particular  directions   for   the   taking  of 
—        a  trout,   to  wait    upon    your    better    and    more 
general    rules    for   all    sorts   of  angliiig.       And    though    mine    be 
neuher   so   perfect,   so    well   digested,   nor    indeed    so  handsomely 
couch  d  as  they  might  have  been,  in  so  long  a  time  as  since  your 
leave  was  granted  ;  yet  I  dare  affirm  them  to  be  generally  true  .-'and 
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Ccpleat  Angler  ,  so  that,  h^^rng  1  e  r)!' J  thir.  '''f  "•  "'  >'°"^ 
turn  me  ,n,  and  rub  up  my  memly  (for  ^^  t  uth  Th  ^^^  '""'  '^ 
this  Jong  time,  though  I  have  Jtek  li  u  '  /  ''^"^'^  ""^'  '"  «" 
often  resolved  to  J  presentlv  1..  •?"§'''  ^" '' ""^  '•'"^^st  as 
instant,  to  scribbJe^X  I  he  't  "^'  '  ^^^  ^'''''<^>  "P«"  the 
endeavoured  to  accon  m^ie  to  inf"'  ^'^^  V^^''^'^  ^  ''^^^  «'«« 
be  clear  enough  for  thf  honest  Toth''''"  T^"^'  ^'>^'  ^^^  ■^'"- 
understand  (which  is  the  onlv  th laT  ""[  'u'  '''^^'   '''^^diJv   to 

and  shall  need  to  make  no  further  ^0^  "'^  '^'"-^  ^''''  "^^  ^"d, 
not  requiring  (if  I  were  master  of  .^^^  '  u-  ""^''"^  "^"  '^'^^  ^ind 
set  it  oV,  or^^ommendTt  o  that  i'f  t^'  -'^""^^  ^Jl^  '^'^'1-"-  ^" 
or  kindness  rather,  can  alW  it  n.  Lhl^f  '  '"  ^T  H*^'"  "dgment, 
you  will  then  do  me  the  honour  if  t  u    ''i'"^  ^^  '^''  "«"'•-. 

the  front  of  mv  little  fishinj^ho,/  l^'^u""  ^""'^  ^"^  '^^^''^'-'d  i" 

permit  me  to  attend  voui^^nubl.    T  ^  ^'-^  '"P'^'"^'^  ^  «"d  to 
am,  and  ever  resolve  to  be    ^        '  ^°'  '"  P""^'^'  '^=»^'^  ^^^^-^  ^^"^ 


Sir, 


Beresford, 
\oth  of  March,  1675--6. 


Your  most  affectionate  son  and  servant, 
CHARLES  COTTON. 


yoerej^orbTfaCC 


i 
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TO 
MV    MOST   HONOURED    FRIEND, 

CHARLES  COTTON,  Esy. 

IR. — You  now  see  I  have  returned  you  your  very 
pleasant,  and  useful  discourse  of  The  Art  of  Fly- 
fishing,  printed  just  as  it  was  sent  me  ;  for  I  have 
been  so  obedient  to  your  desires,  as  to  endure  all 
the  praises  you  have  ventured  to  fix  upon  me  in 
it.     And  when  I  have  thanked  you  for  them,  as 

. the  efFects  of  an  undissembled  love,  then,  let  me 

tell  you,  sir,  that  I  will  readily  endeavour  to  live  up  to  the  char- 
acter you  have  given  of  me,  if  there  were  no  other  reason,  yet  for 
this  alone,  that  you,  that  love  me  so  well,  and  always  think  what  you 
speak,  may  not,  for  my  sake,  suffer  by  a  mistake  in  your  judgment. 
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-f  your  fishing-house    and  the  ni'"*'"'^'"/  '^'^  ^'^uation  both 

Andlhaveve^turedVotgtte:'^^^^^^^  ^-.^-11  in. 

were  pleased  to  send  me  now  crl  ^opy  of  Verses     that  you 

a  good  picture  of  both  ''and  so  ^T!?  P^^*'  '"  -^ich  he  may^see 
make  any  reader,  that  i  blessed  with  f ''°"'"  °'""  '"'"'^  ^°°'  ^^  ^i" 
the  better.  I  confess  that  for  H^.u  ^^"^""""^  '""'•  ^^  '"^^  you 
too  bold  :  if  you  do^  t  J  r;,  so"t!o  T  T^  -""^^'y  J"'^^^  '"'^ 
offence,  that,  though  I  bTmore  tLn  ^  L  '"^^  "!?  ^"i".  '°'"'""*«  ^^-^  '"X 
>n  the  eighty-third%ar  ofTv  at "  L^y"'^^^'"''^^  ^'•°'"  y°".  -"d 
next  month  begin  a%ilgrim7e  fo  C  ""'"  ^"'i^"'  ^°*'''  ^'"d  the 
d.e  in  your  favlur,  an^d  fS„  wilMpvef'"  P"'^""  '  ^°^  '  "^^'^^ 

Sir, 
London-  v„  «. 

..,./  .,M  ,6-6  "'°''  ''^'"""^^'^  ^^^^^''  '"d  friend, 

IZAAK    WALTON. 
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RERF.SFORD 


CHAPTER   I 

PISCATOR   JUNIOR,    AND   VIATOR. 

ISC.  You  are  happily  overtaken,  sir ;  may  a  man 
be  so  bold  as  to  inquire  how  far  you  travel  this 
way  ? 

ViAT.  Yes  sure,  sir,  very  freely,  though  it  be  a 

question  I  cannot  very  well  resolve  you,  as  not 

knowing  myself  how  far  it  is  to  Ashborn,  where  I 

intend  to-night  to  take  up  my  inn. 

Pisc.  Why  then,  sir,  seeing  I  perceive  you  to  be  a  strarger  in  these 

parts,  I  shall  take  upon  me  to  inform  you,  that  from  the  town  you 

last  came  through,  called  Brelsford,  it  is  five  miles  ;  and  you  are  not 

yet  above  half  a  mile  on  this  side. 

Vi  AT.  So  much  ?  I  was  told  it  was  but  ten  miles  from  Derby ;  and, 
methinks,  I  have  rode  almost  so  far  already. 

Pisc.  O  sir,  find  no  fault  with  large  measure  of  good  land,  which 
Derbyshire  abounds  in,  as  much  as  most  counties  of  England. 

ViAT.  It  may  be  so  ;  and  good  land,  I  confess,  affords  a  pleasant 
prospect  :  but,  by  your  good  leave,  sir,  large  measure  of  foul  way  is 
not  altogether  so  acceptable. 

Pisc.  True,  sir  ;  but  the  foul  way  serves  to  justify  the  fertility  of 
the  soil,  according  to  the  proverb,  "  There  is  good  land  where  there 
is  foul  way  ;  "  and  is  of  good  use  to  inform  you  of  the  riches  of  the 
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the  fulness  of  its  road  Td  fhe  1^7     J  "  '''"  "^^'^  observable  by 
upon  the  way.  '  ^'  '°^'^'"  '^^'^^  X""  '"'^^t  everywhere 

as  y^ou  wodd'deslr'e  •  "ind^  HfT'  '°  '^'"'^  «^  ^^«"  °^  y""*-  country 

of  your  comoanv  fni7  7  ^  •  '  '  .     '"*'*>'  °^^^'"  ^f^^  happiness 

lead^-ou  tKav  and  th^^T'"''?,"''^  "^^^'^^  '^^"^'^^'^  your  affairs 
out  of  complacency  o  a  ^l^Ur  un    T'"''  ^''"  ^°  ^'^^"^  y^"-"  P^^e. 

w^  a.  J .  wir  ^;;-;^ -'-  r  CiS^  ^-  - 

attenTyou  nrClvL^^^      ""VT  ^'^*"^^'='  ^"'^  ^  ^  -^y  to 
is.  my  hU"oCL'rCdt.  hter  Vshan  T  '"'""^'  '''I' 

'your/ourne;  f'  '"""^'""'  "^^  ^  "^  ^°  ^^'^  -  to  in'^uire  the  e'nd  of 

con''ce;n^7a'U^rei^o?S"  ^^°"^    ^°'"'=   ^"^'"^^   ^^ 

take  such  lonriournevr.,  r  V  °''  '  '''"'^  y°"  ^  ^^  "^^  "^e  to 
pleasure        ^  "^  ^'  "'  ^'°"'  ^'""^  "P°"  ^^e  single  account  of 

apA"di!irfiefwTh\L"Lnl':fr  ^'f  "^l^  ^^^  ^^-''^ 
the  way  :  though  iZ  orrv  voM  M  l!! ''•'''  '"'^  '''^  ^^"'"^^^  ^^ 
so  soon  ;  for,  bdieve  mesfr^v    ''^^^ '^ J^f '"  ^o  quarrel  with  them 

your  lodging      '^  '•  ""''  ""^  B'^"'"'  P»"  of  your  way  to 
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have  already  tailced  away^^^^  fw  Z^  "  '"  ^^'^P*"''-    ««' 

yo^a.^^'^tertite'^irve"^^^       "  ^^ J- reused  in  a  stranger  a 
famous  for.  next,  if  not^before   our  m^U         T^''  ^"  P^«^«^"d  to  b< 

-|^es^ndso..onHe>„rS^^^^^^ 

enamoured^7;ourcCtry\'This1^^^  ^°"  '  ^"'^  "''^  ^'''»"  be  so 
Wish  myself  a  Derbyshire  man  or  .^f""Ly°"  «'^«  "^^  of  it,  as  to 
you  must  know  I  am  a  pretnder  rn  ?"  '''f  ^  '"'^''^  "^«  «"  t    for 

and  the  best  trouts  must  needs  make  the  K '"^  '°'"'  ^^^^^  whatever 
and  some  others  I  have  met  with  ?,7l  .1-  '"  'P°"  '  ^"t  'his  brook 
for  that  recreation.  "^"'^  "P°"  ^^'^  way,  are  too  full  of  wZi 

Have'V^as2.^t•Lt^t^^^rl^'  -^-  ^^^  it,  which  you 

v'rr""^  in  Europe.  '  ""  '''"^  "°"^  s"<^h  ;  nor  I  think 

perceive  have%Sd^Mf  IVal^'-P''^"  °f  y""-*  ^^""t'-y  rivers  and  I 

of  Hantshire  ;  and  I  pray  what  i!  2"^'"^  ^"'^'''^  by' your  ^^g 

I'jsc    My  opinion  of  MrWalto'?,  K^^L"  ■°"  °^  ^'^^^  book  .^        ^ 

-an  s  that  understands  anythbgl^he t't  o?  ''^"'"^  "'^'^  -->' 

°j°2  ^^''"S'  ^^*t  it  is  an 
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excellent  good  one,  and  that  the  fore-mentioned  gentleman  under- 
stands as  much  of  fish,  and  fishing,  as  any  man  living  :  but  I  must 
tell  you  further,  that  I  have  the  happiness  to  know  his  person,  and 
to  be  mtimately  acquainted  with  him,  and  in  him  to  know  the 
worthiest  man,  and  to  enjoy  the  best,  and  the  truest  friend  any  man 
ever  had  ;  nay,  I  shall  yet  acquaint  you  further,  that  he  gives  me 
leave  to  call  htm  Father,  and  I  hope  is  not  yet  ashamed  to  own  me 
for  his  adopted  Son. 

ViAT,  In  earnest,  sir,  I  am  ravished  to  meet  with  a  friend  of  Mr. 
Izaak  Walton's,  and  one  that  does  him  so  much  right  in  so  good  and 
true  a  character  ;  for  I  must  boast  to  you,  that  I  have  the  good  for- 
tune to  know  him  too,  and  came  acquainted  with  him  much  after 
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the  MMie  manner  I  do  with  you  ;  that  he  was  my  Master,  wi  o  first 
taught  me  to  love  angling,  and  then  to  become  an  angler;  and  to  be 
plam  with  you,  I  am  the  very  man  deciphered  in  his  book  under 
the  name  of  Venator ;  for  I  was  wholly  addicted  to  the  chace,  till 
he  taught  me  as  good,  a  more  quiet,  innocent,  and  less  dangerous 
diversion. 

Pisc.  Sir,  I  think  myself  happy  in  your  acquaintance,  and  before 
we  part  shall  entreat  leave  to  embrace  you  ;  you  have  said  enough 
to  recommend  you  to  my  best  opinion  ;  for  my  father  Walton  will 
be  seen  twice  in  no  man's  company  he  does  not  liive,  and  likes  none 
but  such  as  he  believes  to  be  very  honest  men  ;  which  is  one  of  the 
best  arguments,  or  at  least  of  the  best  testimonies  I  have,  that  I 
either  am,  or  that  he  thinks  me,  one  of  those,  seeing  I  have  not  yet 
found  him  weary  of  me. 

ViAT,   You  speak  like  a  true  friend,  and  in  doing  so  render  your- 
self worthy  of  his  friendship.    May  I  be  so  bold  as  to  ask  your  name.'' 
Pisc.  Yes  surely,  sir,  and  if  you  please  a  much  nicer  question  ; 
my  name  is  ,  and  I  intend  to  stay  long  enough  in  your  com- 
pany, if  I  find  you  do  not  dislike  mine,  to  ask  yours  too.     In  the 
meantime,  because  we  are  now  almost  at  Ashborn,  I  shall  freely  and 
bluntly  tell  you,  that  I  am  a  brother  of  the  angle  too,  and,  perad- 
venture,  can  give  you  some  instructions  how  to  angle  for  a  trout  i>i 
a  clear  river,  that  my  father  Walton  himself  will  not  disapprove, 
though  he  did  either  purposely  omit,  or  did  not  remember  them, 
when  you  and  he  sat  discoursing  under  the  sycamore  tree.     And, 
being  you  have  already  told  me  whither  your  journey  is  intended, 
and  that  I  am  better  acquainted  with  the  country  than  you  are  ;  I 
will  heartily  and  earnestly  entreat  you  will   not  think  of  staying  at 
this  town,  but  go  on  with  me  six  miles  farther  to  my  house,  where 
you  shall  be  extremely  welcome  ;   it  is  directly  in  your  way,  we  have 
day  enough  to  perform  our  journey,  and,  as  you  like  your  entertain- 
ment, you  may  there  repose  yours-lf  a  day  or  two,  or  as  many  more 
as  your  occasions  will  permit,  to  recompense  the  trouble  of  so  much 
a  longer  journey. 

ViAT.  Sir,  you  surprise  me  with  so  friendly  an  invitation  upon  so 
short  acquaintance ;  but  how  advantageous  soever  it  would  be  to  me, 
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cannot,  in  modesty,  accept  vournffer^o^       ^  "l  '^TP^"^''  ^^^ 
pardon  :  I  could  o  herX  ^  co  "f5s   tin^l  '^^  •'^°'"'  ^^  ^"^ 
upon  no  other  account  bu   ;o  ta  k  of  M    twT"''  T''  ^^^^  ' 
those  instructions  vou  sav  vn,,  !1      u  •'  ^^'^o"'  and  to  receiv 

a  trout  ;  in  whTch  art  ^wi^nn^  H        K  '\g'^';  T^  f^""  ^he  deceivinj 
be  one  of  the  Sea'l    H      "     '^'^"X  but  that  I  have  an  ambition  t 

tell  you,  that  I  tS      ht? T"  '  '^°"!^  '  """^^  ^^''b^'^'-  ^-''^ely  t( 
to  nfe  upon  that  subject  ^'^  "^"^  '"^''^  ^^^"  ^^^  ^een  Je ac 

varret;\rHv;rt'reLTrrdiff''  '^'° '   '"^>'""  '""^^  "^"-^  ^^at  th. 

wholly  co,„ue.  StXyt; 'olTXaruUr '"n'  V""^ 

hoJse  stands  „y„  'he  Lrirofl'"^^^^^  '/'"  '="  y"  '"■»"">• 
aad  grayling  in  Enela"d  ?  ,1,7  ■  h  "^""•■, ""«'  ""="  ^r  "outs 
house  upon  ft  de*«,edto,n„  l«ely  bu.lt  a  little  fishing- 

peti..es  accept,  tTi  rlZtUrrSrLToS 

toI^^atiSd';"^  £  emeSn'TT-''''"'™/'"""'  ^"^  -»" 
are  so  friendly  to  a  merl  It^^^r     T  'T  ''°"''  ''°''''  '  ^"^  y°"  "h" 

with' that^^  Ifem":' klw  Wm  to"te"   "^  '"r^^^^  ^^1-'"-^ 

to  be  treated  like  a  stranLr      So  L'h""'"  ^^''  "°'  '"'^"'"'^ 

t  stranger,     ho  that  his  acceptation  of  my  poor 


'*'\       '\. 


The  Compleat  Angler 


\^ro£/i_k  ''' 


entertainment  has  ever  been  a  pure  effect  of  his  own  humility,  and 
good-nature,  and  nothing  else.  But,  sir,  we  are  now  going  down 
the  Spittle  Hill,  into  the  town  ;  and  therefore  let  me  importune 
you  ruddenly  to  resolve,  anc"  most  earnestly  not  to  deny  me. 

ViAT.  In  truth,  sir,  I  am  so  overcome  by  your  bounty,  that  I  find 
I  cannot,  but  must  render  myself  wholly  to  be  disposed  of  by  you. 

Pisc.  Why,  that's  heartily  and  kindly  spoken,  and  I  as  heartily 

:nk  you  ;  and,  being  you  have  abandoned  yourself  to  my  conduct, 
we  will  only  call  and  drink  a  glass  on  horseback  at  the  Talbot,  and 
away. 

ViAT.  I  attend  you.  But  what  pretty  river  is  this,  that  runs 
under  this  stone  bridge  ?     Has  it  a  name  ? 

Pisc.  Yes,   'tis  called  Henmore,  and  has  in  it  both  trout  and 
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ViAT    Nav    f  f    ■'';'"'"'•'>  Sir,  ale  or  Wine? 

please;' for  ^;  nC  sLd   „rr^  JT'"'  "-^^y^hire  aJe.  if  y, 
drink  wine  in  the  Peak  '  '""^'"'^^'  'om.  from  London 

"iSC,    I  Oil    ire   in    4-^1        "    L 

drink  worse  Frenchlit  i^taVy'^^'veSilV^H  ^'^^  T'  ^^  -= 
sometimes  at  this  house.     What  ho  >  hr  ".'^°"'  '''""  '^'"Y  ha^ 

ale  ;  and  now,  sir,  mv    ervire  f.  "^  "'  ^  ^'"^go"  ^^  vour  be 

gentleman  you  kno7of  "nd  vou  Ir"'  ^  ^°°^-  '^^^''^  '«  ^^e  hone 

V.AT.  I  thank  you   sir  .,  d  nr.      7'°'"'^  '"'°  '^'  P^^k- 
^'^p^f;;honest  brotE  of 'the  a'gTe       ''"  ""^  "^^'^'^  ^g^"'  -d  t 

Come,'sir!  lit^if  fe  goL'^'forThe^^r''  ^"^  T"""  ^'^'  ^"^  farewell 
you  look  about  you^;"%u  nt  fo  AT  ^-r  ^"'^  '  "^"''^  hav. 
^ind  sights  that  will  seem  strange  to    ou  ""'  '"  ^'^^  ^°""^'-y 
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CHAPTER    II 

Observations  of  the  principal  rivers  in  Derbyshire  ,•  Viator  lodges 
at  Piscator  Junior  s  House. 

^^^^ISC.  So,  sir,  now  we  have  got  to  the  top  of  the 
hill  out  of  town,  look  about  you,  and  tell  me 
how  you  like  the  country. 

ViAT.  Bless    me,  what   mountains   are   here  ! 
Are  we  not  in  Wales  ? 

Pisc.  No,  but  in  almost  as  mountainous  a 
country  ;  and  yet  these  hills,  thou7h  high,  bleak, 
ana  craggy,  breed  and  feed  good  beef  and  mutton,  above  ground, 
and  pfford  good  store  of  lead  within. 

\  .AT.  They  had  need  of  all  those  commodities  to  make  amends 
tor  the  ill  landskip  :  but  I  hope  our  way  docs  not  lie  over  any  of 
these,  for  I  dread  a  precipice. 

Pisc.  Believe  me,  but  it  does,  and  down  one,  especially,  that  will 
appear  a  little  terrible  to  a  stranger  :    though  the  way  is  passable 
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enough,  and  so  passable,  that  we  who  are  natives  of  these  niounf 
and  acquainted  with  them,  disdain  to  alight  ' 

iw  r"st  that  hill  I  l-^I^)Zl     j'"''  "'"■  P"f'  <'■«  «  "1 

Pisc.  Why  this,  ji-,  is  called  Bently-brook   and  is  fnll  r.f 

called  from  (^".l^tl^tZTljt^'^^t"-'  ""''>  » 
by  the  declivity  of  its  cou,i    1h  1,,',  K  ■  "''^'"'=''  occasions 

none  e^cepted"  •rd^J?:  -  ettm^-^yXt -iTo^^^^^^^^^^ 
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a  black  water  (as  all  the  rest  of  the  Derbyshire  rivers  of"  note 
originally  are,  for  they  all  spring  i  om  the  mosses)  ;  but  is  in  a  few 
miles'  travel  so  clarified  by  the  addition  of  several  clear  and  very 
great  springs  (bigger  than  itself)  which  gush  out  of  the  limestone 
rocks,  that  before  it  comes  to  my  hc-se,  which  is  but  six  or  seven 
miles  from  its  source,  you  will  find  it  one  of  the  purest  crystalline 
streams  you  have  seen. 

ViAT.  Does  Trent  spring  in  these  parts  ? 

Pisc.  Yes,  in  these  parts  ;  not  in  this  country,  but  somewhere 
towards  the  upper  end  of  Staffordshire,  I  think  not  far  from  ^  place 
called  Trentham  ;  and  thence  runs  down,  not  far  from  Stafford,  to 
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conus  int,.  th  s   w-Jc  w-  n  «  '  "V'''  ^•■''"^-  ^'"""^^'  ^  ^hcv 

nu„„ingron,  -  \^vcri)  nv  n      ^^".7'   ''"""'"»   ''^  •^^^•■'^'^^"••' 

where-  it  tak^tt  .;,;      :r'M    '"k    '''■''"^'^'  '''  Kingston-up<>,vI 

\  I  AT     k  .■,,., 1  .  .       y 
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wha,  SOUK-  have  .ht^;  ts  l^r  "''^'  "  :-''^'-""  '^'^^"""-^  "I 
Trcuham,  though  ti\  seem-  r  r'"''";'''-  ^''''"'  '^'  ^"••^-"•^■ 
have  said  'tis  so  fallj.l  Lm  Th"  T       '  '  '^'^^^'i^-"  ^'""m  it  ;  ,>ti 

lose  their  nan.^t;;l  ^•^^.^rU":^:^^^^^ '"  '•  "  •^'  ='"^  ^' 
name  fron,  its  vc.  ,•  h.untii       ,  -f  '  .^■"^'"'  '^  ^''"•'■'"  ' 

others  de,..-e  it   from     h  rK  l''  '"^'  'r^""  '''''''  ^"^'"  '"f" 

them,  and  int.,  which    ill   tZ^    ^^f'^^'X^hire  r.vers,  but   the     '  -.f 

-hich  I  hnd,  pcrhapsfWot  ,o  if  ■*^'-'  '^'   l^"^"^^'  °^  ^h-"  "•-' 

end  of  the  county  had  vouLt.r'f  "^""'  ^'"''"^^  S"^  ^"  ^^e  oti; 

proceed.     And  tL  next  r'v  rorn;fV";^'T''"r-     «"^  ''  ^^'"  "' 

li<^  eastward  from  us)  i^the  r  v/r  VVV^  T  ^  "'"/^'^'^  ^^'"^  =^^  ^'^^ 

t.vo  lesser  betwixt  us  ind    I  T  '  ,    'f^  ^^  ""^-'  ^o""  we  ha^ 

which  Lathkin  i^b;  many  dear""  K'  '"''''"  T^   ""''^'''-■^  '  < 

stream  that  I  ever  Vet    awMtfer  J't  h  '  ^"""^''^  *'"^  """"^  '^^^^^P^rcr 

«aid,  the  reddest  and  the   bes   Trn  .  ,'■'"  '?'""''^'  ""^  breeds  't; 

these  are   t.    be   reputed   rhersh         '"   ^u"^''"^'^^  '  ^"^  "^'i^'^^'"  ^ 

The  river  Wye,  .hen   has  i's  sour.    "^  ""  '"'"^  ''^''»"  ^''^''^^  ^Hng^ 

ten  miles  hence   famous  fo^  Z'  h  ?»[  ""?  ^u"''^*^"'  -"^  ^"^^"  -" 

through  in  your  way  t;:'^-h::t^jf-^^^^ 
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fountain  ;  biir,  by  the  same  reason  with  Dove,  becomes  very  soon  a 
most  delicate,  clear  river,  and  breeds  admirable  trou'  and  grayling, 
reputed  by  those  who,  by  living  upon  its  banks,  an-  partial  to  it,  the 
b*^st  of  any  ;  and  this,  running  down  by  Ashford,  Bakewell,  and 
Hadden,  at  a  t  wn  a  little  lower,  called  Rowsly,  falls  into  Derwent, 
and  there  loses  its  name.  The  next  in  order  is  Derwent,  a 
black  water,  too,  and  that  not  only  from  its  fout.:ain,  but  quite 
through  its  progress,  not  having  these  crystal  springs  to  wash  and 
cleanse  it  which  the  two  fore-mentioned  have  ;  but  abounds  with 
trout  and  grayling  (such  as  they  are)  towards  its  source,  and  with 
salmon  below  ;  nd  this  ri\  t^r,  from  the  upper  and  utmost  part  of 
the  county,  where  ic  springs,  taking  its  course  by  Chatsworth,  Darley, 
Mr.'-'.ock.  Derby,  Burro  -Ash,  and  Awberson,  falls  into  Trent  at  a 
place  called  Wildon,  ai  J  there  loses  its  name.     The  east  side  of  this 
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down,  I  will  alight,  too,  to  bear  you  company,  and  to  lead  you  the 
way  ;  and,  if  you  please,  my  man  shall  lead  your  horse. 

ViAT.  Marry,  sir,  and  thank  you  too,  for  I  am  afraid  I  shall  have 
enough  to  do  to  look  to  myself ;  and,  with  my  horse  in  my  hand 
should  be  in  a  double  fear,  both  of  breaking  my  neck,  and  my  horse's 
falling  on  me  ;  for  it  is  as  steep  as  a  penthouse. 

Pisc.  To  look  down  from  hence  it  appears  so,  I  confess  ;  but  the 
path  winds  and  turns,  and  will  not  be  found  so  troublesome. 

ViAT.  Would  I  were  well  down  though  !  Hoist  thee  !  there's  one 
fair  'scape  !  these  stones  are  so  slippery  I  cannot  stand  !  yet  again  !  I 
think  I  were  best  lay  my  heels  in  my  neck,  and  tumble  down. 

Pisc.  If  you  think  your  heels  will  defend  your  neck,  that  is  the 
way  to  be  soon  at  the  bottom  ;  but  give  me  your  hand  at  this  broad 
stone,  and  then  the  worst  is  past. 

ViAT.  I  thank  you,  sir,  I  am  now  past  it,  I  can  go  myself.  What's 
here  the  sign  of  a  bridge  .''  Do  you  use  to  travel  with  wheelbarrows 
in  this  country  .'' 

Pisc.  Not  that  I  ever  saw,  sir.     Why  do  you  ask  that  question  ? 

ViAT.  Because  this  bridge  certainly  was  made  for  nothing  else  ; 
why,  a  mouse  can  hardly  go  over  it  :  'tis  not  two  fingers  broad. 

Pisc.  You  are  nleasant,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  you  so  :  but  I  h-'ve 
rid  over  the  bridge  many  a  dark  night. 

ViAT.  Why,  according  to  the  French  proverb,  and  'tis  a  good  one 
among  a  great  many  of  worse  sense  and  sound  that  language  abounds 
in,  Ce  que  Dieu  garde,  est  bien  gard^.  "  They  whom  God  takes  care 
of  are  in  safe  protection :  "  but,  let  me  tell  you,  I  would  not  ride 
over  it  for  a  thousand  pounds,  nor  fall  off  it  for  two  ;  and  yet  I 
think  I  dare  venture  on  foot,  though  if  you  were  not  by  to  laugh  at 
me,  I  should  do  it  on  all  fours. 

Pisc.  Well,  sir,  you*-  mirth  becomes  you,  and  I  am  glad  to  see 
you  safe  over  ;  and  now  you  are  welcome  into  Staffordshire. 

ViAT.  How,  Staffordshire  !  What  do  I  there,  trow  ?  there  is  not 
a  word  of  Staffordshire  in  all  my  direction. 

Pisc.  You  see  you  are  betrayed  into  it  ;  but  it  shall  be  in  order 
to  something  that  will  make  amends  ;  and  'tis  but  an  ill  mile  or  two 
out  of  your  way. 
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ViAT.  I  believe  all  things,  sir,  and 
doubt  nothing.  Is  this  your  beloved 
river.  Dove  ?  'Tis  clear  and  swift,  in- 
deed, but  a  very  little  one. 

Pisc.  You  see  it  here  at  the  worst ; 
we  shall  come  to  it  anon  again,  after 
two  miles  riding,  and  so  near  as  to  lie 
upon  the  very  banks. 

ViAT.  Would  we  were  there  once ; 
but  I  hope  we  have  no  more  of  these 
Alps  to  pass  over. 

Pisc.  No,  no,  sir ;  only  this  ascent 
before  you,  which  you  see  is  not  very 
uneasy,  and  then  you  will  no  more 
quarrel  with  your  way. 

ViAT.  Well,  if  ever  I  come  to 
London  (of  which  many  a  man  there, 
if  he  were  in  my  place,  would  make  a 
question)  I  will  sit  down  and  write  my 
travels ;  and,  like  Tom  Coriate,  print 
them  at  my  own  charge.  Pray,  what 
do  you  call  this  hill  we  came  down  ? 

Pisc.  We  call  it  Hanson  Toot. 

ViAT.  Why,  farewell,  Hanson 
Toot!  I'll  no  more  on  thee;  I'll 
go  twenty  miles  about  first :  Puh ! 
I  sweat  that  my  shirt  sticks  to  my 
back. 

Pisc.  Come,  sir,  now  we  are  up 
the  hill  ;  and  now  how  do  you  ? 

ViAT.  Why,  very  well,  I  humbly 
thank  you,  sir  ;  and  warm  enough,  I 
assure  you.  What  have  we  here,  a 
church  ?  As  I'm  an  honest  man,  a 
very  pretty  church  ?  Have  you 
churches  in  this  country,  sir  ? 
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make'haf  doub^  S  Y''  ^  '"  ''''  ^^^  ^=^"  --'  ^^^^  should  you 
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othe  :L  To'beTiS  '°  r"'  '"f  i*^^^  ^^'Sether,  nfay  lo  much/sir  ; 
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almost  nomc     and  look  you  where  the  same  river  of  Dove  has  irrain 

s.3£prL-zt-rrr-i;t= 

appears  to  be  of  your  own  planting  r"""^,  ub 

assure  you   eha.  yo'u  a,.  i„fi„i,d°y  wdcomt    '  "'^  "'"=•'"''  '" 

fo:rdo' *r;^,af?r;.Lt^tS4''  "■^''="* '  '"  '"^^ 

a  lfghe-sup°p:t"ldT  £h™  r  ""=  '^"='  r  ^°''  ^'■'"  r«^"tlyhave 

2oo 


1.  U\  ' 


•  A*  » 


n 


The  Compleat  Angler 


ViAT.  That  your  meal  is  so  soon  ready  is  a  sign  your  servants 
know  your  certain  hours,  sir  ;  I  confess  I  did  not  expect  it  so  soon  ; 
but  now  'tis  here,  you  shall  see  I  will  make  myself  no  stranger. 

Pisc.  Much  good  do  your  heart,  and  I  thank  you  for  that  friendly 
word  :  and  now,  sir,  my  service  to  you  in  a  cup  of  More-Lands  ale  : 
for  you  are  now  in  the  More-Lands,  but  within  a  spit  and  a  stride  of 
the  Peak;  fill  my  friend  his  glass. 

VjAT.  Believe  me,  you  have  good  ale  in  the  More-Lands,  far  better 
than  that  at  Ashborn. 

Pisc.  That  it  may  soon  be  :  for  Ashborn  has  (which  is  a  kind  of 
riddle)  always  in  it  the  best  malt,  and  the  worst  ale  in  England.  Come, 
take  away,  and  bring  us  some  pipes,  and  a  bottle  of  ale,  and  go  to 
your  own  suppers.     Are  you  for  this  diet,  sir  ? 

ViAT.  Yes,  sir,  I  am  for  one  pipe  of  tobacco  ;  and  I  perceive 
yours  is  very  good  by  the  smell. 

Pisc.  The  best  I  can  get  in  London,  I  assure  you.  But,  sir,  now 
you  have  thus  far  complied  with  my  designs,  as '  to  take  a  trouble- 
some journey  into  an  ill  country,  only  to  satisfy  me  ;  how  long  may 
I  hope  to  enjoy  you  .? 

ViAT.  "Why  truly,  sir,  as  long  as  I  conveniently  can  ;  and  longer, 
I  think,  you  would  not  have  me. 

Pisc.  Not  to  your  inconvenience  by  any  means,  sir  :  but  I  see 
you  are  weary,  and  therefore  I  will  presently  wait  on  you  to  your 
chamber,  where,  take  counsel  of  your  pillow,  and  to-morrow  resolve 
me.  Here,  take  the  lights  ;  and  pray  follow  them,  sir  ;  here  you 
are  like  to  lie  ;  and  row  I  have  showed  you  your  lodging,  I  beseech 
you,  command  anything  you  want,  and  so  I  wish  you  good  rest. 

ViAT.  Good-night,  sir. 
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CHAPTER    III 

IISC.  Good-morrow,  sir,  vvhp.t  up  and  drest  so  early  ? 

ViAT.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  been  drest  this  half-hour ; 

for  I  rested  so  well,  and  have  so  great  a  mind  either 

to  take,  or  to  see  a  trout  taken  in  your  fine  river, 

that  I  could  no  longer  lie  abed. 

Pisc.  I  am  so  glad  to  see  you  so  brisk  this 
morning,  and  so  eager  for  sport  ;  though  I  mus*: 
tell  you,  this  day  proves  so  calm,  and  the  sun  rises  so  bright,  as 
promises  no  great  success  to  the  angler  ;  but,  however,  we'll  try, 
and,  one  way  or  other,  we  shall  sure  do  something.  What  will  you 
have  to  your  breakfast,  or  what  will  you  drink  this  morning  } 
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y,AT.  For  breakfast,  I   never  eat  any,  and  for  drink  am  verv 

nouse  you  spoke  of,  and  to  be  at  my  lesson  ^ 

I  do  ^oV  ^''"'  '■'''  ^""^  '^^  *^^  ^'' ''  ^"'"^  ^•^'^^^t  calling  ;  for  though 
glass  so  soorasT"'  "7  ^'"P'.^  ''""^  "^^  '^'^^'  whichl' always  oL 
stTanShar^^Jed^of "'  ^"'  ""  '""^^  *'"  ^'""^^  =  ^^  ^  ^^ 

fine'^mo'^nm/  '^"'^  '    ^"'^  '""'  ''  ^^^  P'^^^'  '^'  ^  '-"^  -^  this 

\.^T'  ^'*^  '"  i"y  *'"'*''•  ^°y'  ^'^''^  the  key  of  my  fishing- 
'hX'r  with  m7/h°""  ^'^"  two  angle-rods  in 'the  hairwiS, 
here  t'ilT  we  '^  hsh-pann,er,  pouch,  and  landing-net ;  and  stay  you 
there  till  we  come  Come,  sir,  we'll  walk  after,  where  bv  the 
way,  Expect  you  should  raise  all  the  exceptions  against  Zl  coLtry 

ViAT    Nav  sir,  do  not  think  me  so  ill-natured,  nor  so  uncivil  •   \ 
only  made  a  httle  bold  with  it  last  night  to  divert' you.  ^^0,^' 

hu,\l\  Yo"  were  then  in  as  good  earneat  as  I  am  now  with  you  • 

sav  the  Z?.    ''"  '"'"y  '"^'■y  ^'  '^'  ^  ^°"'d  not  blame  you  :  for  to 
say  the  truth,  .t  ,s  not  very  taking  at  first  sight.     But  look  vou  sir 

EsL' Middl  ^''•°^^V'°"  "°^  *^^  ^""  ^hife  as  bright  hercasn 
bssex  Middlesex,  or  Kent,  or  any  of  your  southern  counties  ? 

maXXus^prettypraS'^^"'"^'^"'^^^^^  ^"'^  '  "«^  ^^'"^  '^^  ^ 

tylnr^y^^'^^' T\  *^'"!^  '°  ""'  "°'  y°"  """ot  oblige  me  more 
nd  a  e   ^^^^'j  ^A^"  °^, "^^ .^I'-^s  who  know  my  fumour  and 

ilo^  X75^;iffis;tglt"t  ^^-"^^  "^^  ^  -^e.  -'i  ^^ 

disr^n^cl-a^rb'ldin^.  ^"  ^"'  '"'  ^"'  ^'^  '^"^^  ^^^'"^  ^  '""^ 

grearto^^lr  ^"^^^'"■  ^^^P^'-PO^^  ;  and   here  is  a  bowling- 
green  too,    close  by    ,t  ;    so,  though  I  am  myself  no  very  goS 
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you  w^  ,he  worst  news  hfcoul.^  V^^JS^"^:.-^^.  '  '"  "^" 
for  the  ;  pk  "„™'.'  "dT'^lT''!''  ""''■  ••"^"'■•^  'o  ^k^  more  roo, 

wh^e'l  an°':fo;st'deft„7i;^'l,-"-"H  ""  "P^"  '"  ^^  ">=  P'" 

>^stK;-H£S^^i;F^^»ro?;B- 

other  subject.  '"^'^'"^'.  "e  >"",  if  you  please,  talk  of  some 

■^.^^^iZTo.^'^Z^S-  '"■  *■"  *'  ''"■'  "''  P''-.  "-  "-ose 
I  amlble\oS;:t  y^^'or'^rS'''"?  '  *—  -  y°u,  whether 

b.../but  ,he=::-h  o^f  Mrh?fo:Lfr„ru;ort',^--  ;,tu^ 
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will  direct  me  what  kind  o^  fishing  for 
a  trout  I  shall  read  you  ..  lecture  on, 
1  am  willing  and  ready  to  obey  you. 

ViAT.  Why,  sir,  if  you  will  so  far 
oblige  mo,  and  that  it  may  not  be  voo 
troublesome  to  you,  I  would  entreat 
you  would  run  through  the  whole  body 
of  it  ;  and  I  will  not  conceal  from  you 
that  I  am  so  far  in  love  with  you,  your 
courtesy,  and  pretty  More-Land  seat, 
as  to  resolve  to  stay  with  you  long 
enough  by  intervals  (for  I  will  not 
oppress  you)  to  hear  all  you  can  say 
upon  that  subject. 

Pisc.  You  cannot  oblige  me  more 
than  by  such  a  promise  ;  and  therefore, 
without  more  c-remony,  I  will  begiii 
to  tell  you,  tha:  my  father  W?.iton 
having  read  to  you  before,  it  would 
look  like  a  presumption  in  me  and, 
peradve.iture,  vvould  do  so  in  my  other 
man,  to  pretend  to  give  lessons  for 
angling  after  him,  who,  I  do  really 
believe,  understands  as  much  of  it  at 
least  as  any  man  in  England,  did  I  not 
prcacquaint  you,  that  I  am  not  tempted 
to  it  by  any  vain  opinion  of  myself, 
that  I  am  able  to  give  you  better  di- 
rections ;  but  having,  from  my  child- 
hood, pursued  the  recreation  of  angling 
in  very  clear  rivers,  truly  I  think  by 
much  (some  of  them  at  least)  the 
clearest  in  this  kingdom,  and  the 
manner  of  angling  here  with  us,  by 
reason  of  that  exceeding  clearness,  being 
something  different  from  the  method 
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commonly  used  in  others,  which  by  k-ing  not  near  so  bright,  adm 
of  stronger  tackle,  and  allow  a  nearer  approach  to  the  stream  ; 
may  pcradventure  give  you  some  instructions  that  may  be  of  us< 
even  in  your  own  rivers,  and  shall  bring  you  -cquainted  with  mor 
flics,  and  show  yof  how  to  make  them,  and  with  what  dubbing  toe 
than  he  has  taken  notice  of  in  his  CompUat  -Angler. 

ViAT.  I  besx'ech  you,  sir,  do  ;  and  if  you  will  lend  me  your  stee 
I  will  light  a  pipe  the  while  ;  for  that  is  commonly  my  breakfast  ' 
a  morning  too. 
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CHAPTER    IV 

ISC.  Why  then,  sir,  to  begin  methodically,  as  a 
master  in  any  art  should  do  (and  I  will  not  deny 
but  that  I  think  myself  a  master  in  this)  I  shall 
divide  angling  for  »^rout  or  grayling  into  these 
three  ways :  al  the  top,  at  the  bottom^  in  the 
middle.  Which  three  ways,  though  they  are  all 
of  them  (as  I  shall  hereafter  endeavour  to  make 
it  appear)  in  some  sort  common  to  both  those  kinds  offish  ;  yet  ?•>-• 
they  not  so  generally  and  absolutely  so,  but  that  they  will  necessarily 
require  a  distinction,  which,  in  due  place,  I  will  also  give  you. 

That  -which  we  call  angling  at  the  top  is  with  a  fly  ;  at  the  bottom, 
with  a  ground-bait ;  in  the  middle,  with  a  minnow  or  ground-bait. 
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or  IJm  ::;4";'^!;;«  **  ^'^ '""'''"  •'  ^'^^  -^  ^^^  -^»  ^  ^^  ^ 

Pai/nc    to  hear';;'""''    '^""'^  ^^^ t^t""^^  ^  will.lf  y„u  can  have 
patience  to  hear  me.  give  y„u  the  best  account  I  can. 

y.AT.    I  he  trouble  will  be  yours,  and  mine  the  pleasure  and 
Ob hgafon  :   I  beseech  you  therefore  to  proceed.        ^  ^ 

I  ISC.  Why  then,  first  of  fly-fishing. 
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CHAPTER    V 

Of  fly-fishing. 

|ISC.  Fly-fishing,  or  fishing  at  the  top,  is,  as  I  said 
before,  of  two  sorts  ;  with  a  natural  and  living 
fly.  or  '■jjith  an  artificial  and  made  fly. 

First,  then,  of  the  natural  fly  ;  of  which  we 
generally  use  but  two  sorts  ;  and  those  but  in 
the  two  months  of  May  and  June  only  ;  namely, 
the  green  drake  and  the  stone-fly  ;    though    I 

"^  "^        "^'^  °^  ^  ^^^'^'^  *^^^  ^'•'»y'  '^^^^^^  tfie  camlet-fly,  with  very 
good  success,  for  grayling,  but  never  saw  it  angled  with  by  any 
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other  after  this  manner,  my  master  only  excepted,  who  died  mai 
years  ago,  and  was  one  of  the  best  anglers  that  ever  I  knew. 

These  are  to  be  angled  with,  with  a  short  line,  not  much  mo 
than  half  the  length  of  your  rod,  if  the  air  be  still  ;  or  with  a  long 
very  near,  or  all  out,  as  long  as  your  rod,  if  you  have  any  wind 
carry  it  from  you.  And  this  way  of  fishing  we  call  daping,  dabbin 
or  dibbing  ;  wherein  you  are  always  to  have  your  line  flying  befoi 
you  up  or  down  the  river,  as  the  wind  serves,  and  to  angle  as  ne 
r.s  you  can  to  the  bank  of  the  same  side  whereon  you  stand,  thoug 
where  you  see  a  fish  rise  near  you,  you  may  guide  your  quick  k 
over  him,  whether  in  the  nv  idle,  or  on  the  contrary  side  ;  and 
you  are  pretty  well  out  of  sight,  either  by  kneeling  or  the  interpos 
tion  of  a  bank,  or  bush,  you  may  almost  be  sure  to  raise,  and  tal 
him  too,  if  it  be  presently  done  ;  the  fish  will,  otherwise,  peradver 
ture  be  removed  to  some  other  place,  if  it  be  in  the  still  deeps,  whei 
he  is  always  in  motion,  and  roving  up  and  down  to  look  for  pre 
though,  in  a  stream,  you  may  always  almost,  especially  if  there  be 
good  stone  near,  find  him  in  the  same  place.  Your  line  ought  i 
this  case  to  be  three  good  hairs  next  the  hook,  both  by  reason  yo 
are  in  this  kind  of  angling  to  expect  the  biggest  fish,  and  also  thr 
wanting  length  to  give  him  line  after  he  is  struck,  you  must  h 
forced  to  tug  for  it ;  to  which  I  will  also  add,  that  not  an  inch  c 
your  line  being  to  be  sufil-red  to  touch  the  water  in  dibbing,  it  ma 
be  allowed  to  be  the  stronger.  I  should  now  give  you  a  descriptioi 
of  those  flies,  their  shape  and  colour,  and  then  give  you  an  accoun 
<}f  their  breeding,  and  withal  show  you  how  to  keep  and  use  them 
but  shall  defer  them  to  their  proper  place  and  season. 

ViAT.  In  earnest  sir,  you  discourse  very  rationally  of  this  afl^air 
and  I  am  glad  to  find  myself  mistaken  in  you  ;  for  in  truth  I  dii 
not  expect  so  much  from  you. 

Pisc.  Nay,  sir,  I  can  tell  you  a  great  deal  more  than  this,  anc 
will  conceal  nothing  from  you.  But  I  must  now  come  to  the  seconc 
way  of  angling  at  the  top,  which  is  with  an  artificial  fly,  which  alsc 
'  will  show  you  how  to  make  before  I  have  done,  but  first  shal 
acquaint  you,  that  with  this  you  are  to  angle  with  a  hne  longer  by  £ 
yard  and  a  half,  or  sometimes  two  yards,  than  your  rod  ;  and  witl^ 
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both  this  and  the  other,  in  a  still  day  in  the  streams,  in  a  breeze  < 
curls  the  water  m  the  still  deeps,  where  (excepting  in  May  and  Jt 
that  the  best  trouts  will  lie  in  .hallow  streams^o  watch  for  prey 
even  then  too)  you  are  like  to  hit  the  best  fish  ^    ^' 

the  K    *l!!J'T'l°^-y""''  '■°'^'  y°"  ^'''  ^'^^y^  ^^  ^e  governed 
he  breadth  of  the  nver  you  shall  chuse  to  angle  atl  and  fo 

bnger  (though  never  so  neatly  and  artificially  made)  it  ought  not 
l^^:f  you  mtend  to  fish  at  ease  ;  and  if  otherwise,  wher!  lies 

.^Zl^T'  '^^  ^''  '^'f  '^^'  ^  '"^  "'■'^  ""^^^  «"  Yorkshire,  wh 
a.c  all  of  one  piece;    hat  is  to  say,  of  several,  six.  eight,  ten 

Sow  a^t.^K^'^'^'  P'"^^/"'^  ^'^-^  *°g^^h-  ^'^h  ie'  thn 
be  ow,  and  silk  above,  as  to  make  it  taper  like  a  switch,  and  to  i 

with  a  true  bent  to  your  hand  ;  and  these  are  too  light,  being  m' 

wo^T  T  "^  '^T  '""g*^'  "'^^'•^^^  ^°  the  hand,  and  of  otJ 

wood  nearer  to  the  top,  that  a  man  might  very  easily  manage  t 
longest  of  them  that  ever  I  saw  with  one  hand  ;  and  these,  whfn  y 
have  given  over  angling  for  a  season,  being  taken  to  piece;,  and  la 
up  in  some  dry  place,  may  afterwards  be  set  together  again  in  th< 
ZTt'JT''''  '"'^  T"  ^'  ''  ^^'•^•ght,  sound,  and^ood  as  t 
to  your  master  Walton  s  direction,  will  last  many  years. 

rJfn/'!^  ^^''"'"  ""^'  '"^  ^  ""^^  'h«  ''"o^s  how  to  handle  h 
rod,  and  to  cast  it  is  no  manner  of  incumbrance,  excepting  in  wooc 
places,  and  in  landing  of  a  fish,  which  every  one  that^an^  afford 
Hnf  is  r^mtr^H'^"  somebody  to  do  for'him  ;  and  the  length  I 
line  ,s  a  mighty  advantage  to  the  fishing  at  distance;  and  to  fis 
fine,  and  far  off,  is  the  first  and  principal  rule  for  troutlangling 

Your    ne  in  this  case  should  never  be  less,  nor  ever  exceed  tw 
hairs  next  to  the  hook  ;  for  one  (though  some,   I  know,  w  iT  p 

StcannrVl  \    '''  Jand,  being  sufficient  to  break  it:  but  h 
dear  of  wooH      H       "^  °^  'T'^  \"'^''  ^°"S  with  two.  in  a  rive 

not  the  nTe  7    """""^f'  "'  '^''  '"^  '°"^^  "^'^''^  ^^  ^^''^  ^^^.  Reserve: 
not  tne  name  of  an  angler. 
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Now  to  have  your  whole  line  as  it  ought  to  be,  two  of  the  first 
lengths  nearest  the  hook  should  be  of  two  hairs  a-piece  ;  the  next 
three  lengths  above  them  of  three  ;  the  next  three  above  them  of 
four  ;  and  so  of  five,  and  six,  and  seven,  to  the  very  top  :  by  which 
means  your  rod  and  tackle  will,  in  a  manner,  be  taper  from  your 
very  hand  to  your  hook  ;  your  line  will  fall  much  better  and 
straighter,  and  cast  your  fly  to  any  certain  place,  to  which  the  hand 
and  eye  shall  direct  it,  with  less  weight  and  violence,  than  would 
otherwise  circle  the  water,  and  fright  away  the  fish. 

In  casting  your  line,  do  it  always  before  you,  and  so  that  your  fly 
iiay  first  fall  upon  the  water,  and  as  little  of  your  line  with  it  as  is 
possible;  though  if  the  wind  be  stifl^  you  will  then  of  necessity  be 
compelled  to  drown  a  good  part  of  your  line  to  keep  your  fly  in  the 
water :  and  in  casting  your  fly,  you  must  aim  at  the  further  or  nearer 
bank  as  the  wind  serves  your  turn,  which  also  will  be  with  and  against 
you,  on  the  same  side,  several  times  in  an  hour,  as  the  river  winds  in 
its  course,  and  you  will  be  forced  to  angle  up  and  down  by  turns 
accordingly ;  but  are  to  endeavour,  as  much  as  you  can,  to  have  the 
wind,  evermore,  on  your  back.  And  always  be  sure  to  stand  as  far 
ofl^  the  bank  as  your  length  will  give  you  leave  when  you  throw  to 
the  contrary  side ;  though  when  the  wind  will  not  permit  you  so  to 
do,  and  that  you  are  constrained  to  angle  on  the  same  side  whereon 
you  stand,  you  must  then  stand  on  the  very  brink  of  the  river,  and 
cast  your  fly  to  the  utmost  length  of  your  rod  p.nd  line,  up  or  down 
the  river,  as  the  gale  serves. 

It  only  remains,  touching  your  line,  to  inquire  whether  your  two 
hairs  next  to  the  hook  are  better  •  wisted  or  open  ;  and  for  that  I 
should  declare  that  I  think  the  open  way  the  better,  because  it  makes 
less  show  in  the  water,  but  that  I  have  found  an  inconvenience,  or 
two,  or  three,  that  have  made  me  almost  weary  of  that  way;  of 
which,  one  is,  that,  without  dispute,  they  are  not  so  strong  open  as 
twisted ;  another,  that  they  are  not  easily  to  Lo  fastened  or  so  exact 
an  equal  length  in  the  arming  that  the  one  will  not  cause  the  other 
to  bag,  by  which  means  a  man  has  but  one  hair  upon  the  matter  to 
trust  to  ;  and  the  last  is  that  these  loose  flying  hairs  are  not  only 
more  apt  to  catch  upon  every  twig  or  bent  they  meet  with  ;  but, 
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fly;  and  afterwards  of  wIVhTk""'  '°  ''"'^  ^^^  ^°^  *«  '"^k 
flies  I  shall  hSt  namfto  you     '"^  ^°"  "^  *°  '"^'^'^  ^^«  -- 

thot.T„';r/4t?a:\;:  sr,rh'^^''^  ^^^^^'"-«^'  ^- 

month  in  the  year)  vou  in  LT.  \  m  '''''  °f '''°"  ^°  ^P^^^  eve 
fore-finger  and  thumb  of  vourfl^?  "^""^l  ^u""'^  ^^^^  ^'^''^'  ' 
upwards,  and  the  ndnt  toS  r'^'  ^''^  '^"  ''^'^'^  ^^  ^^e  sha, 

small  silk,  of  the  Sour  of  tJe  flr"'  ^""^''^^"^^ '  *hen  take  a  stro, 

with  wax  of  the  same  colour  tof^r"  Tf  '!!  "''^''  ^^^  '^  ^-' 
the  way.  to  have  wTx  of  all  .n^n    ^  V^'^^  ^"'i  X^"  ^^e  always,  I 

your  fin'ger  and  thumb  tf the  head  ofXTa\"'  ?T  '^  ^'^'^ 

twice  or  thrice  about  tLhlr^u^t      J  .f  ^''^"'''  ^"'^  ^^^^  whip 

both  to  prevent  sl^nin'  and  .1^  .V?''f  ^T  "^"^^  ''"^^  '«  ^O" 

not  cut  the  hai  s  Tyof;  '1^     V   l''^'  '*'?"''  "^  *^^  ^ook  ma 

do;  which  being  done  take  vour  iT         'JT""''  ''  ^'^^  ^^^erwis 

your  finger  and^thumb  holding    hh'  ^f  t^""  ''  ^''^"^''^^  ^etwix 

to  pass  by,  until  yoThaveth?;.?''  '°  ^^''  ^'  ""'^  '°  «"ff^'-  i 

middle  of  the    hTk  of  vour  hn  I.        ^u"  •  '°T^''^  ^''"^^t  ^°  ^h. 

your  silk  twice  or  thrice  aC  both  hnnl  '^  '7f  "^  ''l  *^^"  ^'^'f 

strength  of  the  silk  will  nermJ^       u-  u  u'  ^"'^  ''"^'  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  th 

for  th^e  wings  pro^^rt^aKV  ifne  r  of  t^  tT  '''T 

the  .ather.  ^^o^^IZ^  ^S^^^^^^^  ^^t^, 
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/ 


■-■^•••T^'.     ..•.'V 


end  of  the  feather  close  by  the  arming,  and  then  whip  the  silk  fast 
and  firm  about  the  hook  and  towght,  until  you  come  to  the  bend  of 
the  hook,  but  not  further  (as  you  do  at  London,  and  so  make  a  very 
unhandsome,  md,  in  plain  English,  a  very  unnatural  and  shapeless 
fly) ;  which  bemg  done,  cut  away  the  end  of  your  towght,  and  fasten 
it,  and  then  take  your  dubbing,  which  is  to  make  the  body  of  your 
fly,  as  much  as  you  think  convenient,  and  ho'ding  it  lightly  with 
your  hook  betwixt  the  finger  and  thumb  of  your  left  hand,  take  your 
silk  with  the  right,  and  twisting  it  betwixt  the  finger  and  thumb  of 
that  hand,  the  dubbing  will  spin  itself  about  the  silk,  which  when  it 
has  done,  whip  it  about  the  armed  hook  backward,  till  you  come  to 
the  setting  on  of  the  wings,  and  then  take  the  feather  for  the  wings, 
and  divide  it  equally  into  two  parts,  and  turn  them  back  towards  the 
bend  of  the  hook,  the  one  on  the  one  side  and  the  other  on  the  other 
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an?tLtb  oV'/oltlf  ft^^^^^^^^^     in  that  posture  betwixt  the  fore-fi 
stand  and  slo^pJ^l^Js  K'b^n^d';^^^ 

v:.^i7t:\^'^T^^T''  ^^<«^  t^bet^fxtt-C" 

andthurnbTf Vou    ri:h;h\"n^^^^^^^  '\^'^^  ^^^'''^  '^-  ^^ 

nip  it  with  X  th. iu  M  '  •  "^^""^  '^'^  carping  ends,  pine 
reLinder  ofCr  dubbt^^i-  "^^'T  "^T  ^"S^^'  -"^  strip 'aWay 
whip  it  once  orTwil  »h '^.  1  ''^r'"'.'  '"^"^  ''^^"  ^'^^  the  bare 
fasten,  and  cut  iriff-  , f?"''  T'^f  '^\^'"g^  ^«  «^»d  in  due  on 
up  th;  SubbTng  ln\lv  from^^^^^^  ^''^  ''''' -^f  °^  '  "^^le,  n 
hairs  of  your  dubCcr-   I  .K       ^""P'  ^"''^  °^"  ^'^^  ^^P^'-Au' 

will  neve^else  swim  ^^^^^  ^'l"^'  'ength  (your 

makin^T  1  flw  T-  T  •       ^'  ^'^  ^^"^  "^^^^  's  done.     And  this  wav 

of  r  Z    lV:5°"'  ""^'"ornmg,  notwi.hseanding  the  unllkdiE 

if  they  „iV^fi^l^v"Irr^^  ,'''"\"""''' "'''•-«■"  <<>" 
-  .4  aj;  c  .^TyVi^L-  eiVaT-f  tytr;,:; 

goll  einlrirhl"'"'  ""■  ',/°"'«>  '°°  '""'ble  that  way;  for  i: 

fouid  p  |;^\— ^^^^^^^^     £:;;"^  '"• "  - «" ' 
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CH^.PTER    VI 

use.  Boy,  come,  give  me  my  dubbing  bag  here 
presently  ;  and  now,  sir,  since  I  find  you  so  honest 
a  man,  I  will  make  no  scruple  to  lay  open  my 
treasure  before  you. 

ViAT.  Did  ever  any  one  see  the  like  !     What 
a  heap  of  trumpery  is  here  !     Certainly  never  an 
angler  in  Europe  has  his  shop  half  so  well  fur- 
nished as  you  have. 

Pisc.  You,  perhaps,  may  think  now,  that  I  rake  together  this 
trumpery,  as  you  call  it,  for  show  only,  to  the  end  that  such  as  see  it 
(which  are  not  many  I  assure  you)  may  think  me  a  great  master  in 
the  art  of  angling :  but,  let  me  tell  you,  here  are  some  colours  (as 
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contemptible  as  they  seem  here)  that  are  very  hard  to  be  sot- 
scarce  any  one  of  them  which,  if  it  should  be  los?TshouId  Jo  'rr 
and  be  concerned  about  the  loss  of  it  too,  once  in  the  yea.     But  h 

o?Xh  rr^  ^".^^'^  '  Z''f'^^^  -^  ^hese  twVclun  o 
of  which  this  IS  bear  s  hair,  this  darker,  no  great  matter  what-  h, 
am  sure  I  hivc  killed  a  great  deal  of  fish  wfth  itrand  with  one 
both  of  these  you  shall  take  trout  or  grayling  this'  vTry  dly  notwi 
standing  all  disadvantages,  or  my  art  Ihall  fail  me  ^ 

tr.  L!r '"■  P?-'"'"^  comfortably,  and  I  have  a  great  deal  of  rea- 

to  ^^lieve  everythi^  y,,  3,y  .  b,,  j  ^j.h  the  fly  fverJ  made  that ' 

You'seefiTsfhoflTlH'  '°"!  '".  ^°'"g  ^  ^"^  ^^^'Y  ^^^^^  ^h, 
lou  see  hrst  how  I  hold  my  hook,  and  thus  I  begin.     Look  v( 

jrhTokId,fne!^',h"  ?■■"  "''P^  ^'°"^  thebafehoor°7h^ 
on  my  dubbinJ    rh'      r     ^u' °"  ""^  ^'"^^  '  ^'^"^  '  *^^''-'  ^"d  1 

nrh^wtv::nke"ft  f^""''  -'  'y  ^  -'  ^'-'^  ^ «/-'- '- 

ViAT.  In  earnest,  admirably  well,  and  it  re --cmbles  a  flv  •  h„^  . 
andjonger,    so    long    as   even    almost    to    the    very  beard  of^fl 

Pisc.  I  know  it  very  well,  and  had  one  of  those  flies  mven  m^  h 
an  honest  gentleman,  who  came  with  mv  fafh7°Wo  f  ^'^en  me  I 

Rome  must  do  as  they  at  Rome  do  •  "  =,nH  Lv  ^ 

here  make  your  flies  after  thTs  flh;  believe  me,  you  mus 

ViAT.  Did  you  s.-e  that,  sir? 

Pisc.  Yes.  I  saw  the  fish  :  and  he  saw  you  too.  which  made  him 
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turn  short.     Yoi,  must  fish  further  off,  if  you  intend  to  have 
sport  here  ;  this  is  no  New  River,  let  me  tell  vm.      Tk  ! 
trout  tvlii>v»  »,..      ri  'Y '..'"''■ ''^"  you-      I  hat  was  a  ff 

irour,  tx;lieve  me  :  did  you  touch  him  '  ^ 

your^lf,  and  .ry  wha,  ^ou^™,  ,  '1    Tlar  tZ'x^l^''  " 

Lr  ".l^r',""""  ^1"  "^  °f  ^"'"-  °W"  Sing'  viM  i^'v 
oetter  than  twenty  with  one  of  min^      n;„        '^    l      r'*-*'^  l 

lAT.  This  is  a  very  little  hook 
^isc.  That  may  serve  to  inform  you  that  it  is  for  -i  vc-v  lir. 
fly,  and   you  must  make  your  wines  accord  in  JlV-  f  u" 

stands,  it  must  be  a  little  fly  andTa  ferv  Sm   ^  '^  '      \^^  '^'  " 
your  business      Well  «,?H  i  K  r  ^  '"'*'  ""*"  ^°°'  ^^^^  "^"st  c 

ViAT.  This  dubbing  is  very  black 
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Look 


you  shall  now  go  downward  to  some  streams  Iwtwixt  the  rocks 
below  the  little  foot  bridge  you  see  there,  and  try  your  fortune. 
Take  heed  of  slipping  into  the  water  as  you  follow  me  under  this 
rock  :  so,  now  you  are  over,  and  now  throw  in. 

ViAT.  This  is  a  fine  stream  indeed  :  there's  one  !     I  have  him. 

Pisc.  And  a  precious  catch  you  have  of  him  ;  pull  him  out  !  I 
see  you  have  a  tender  hand  :  this  is  a  diminutive  gentleman,  e'en 
throw  him  in  again,  and  let  him  grow  till  he  be  more  worthy 
your  anger. 

ViAT.  Pardon  me,  sir,  all's  fish  that  comes  to  tlie  nook  with  me 
now.     Another. 

Pisc.  And  of  the  same  standing. 

ViAT.  I  see  I  shall  have  good  sport  now  :  another  !  and  a  grayling. 
Why,  you  have  fish  here  at  will. 
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Pisc.  Come,  come,  cross  the  hridgc,  and  co  down  the  other 
"wer.  where  you  will  jnd  finer  streaS,s  and  l^-tters^  .  hori 
this.  Look  you,  sir.  here  is  a  fine  stream  now.  lou  have^ 
enough,  stand  a  httle  further  off",  let  me  intreat  you!  and  d„  bu 
this  stream  hkc  an  artist,  and  peradventure  a  go^l  fish  may  " 
your  share.     How  now  !  what  !  is  all  gone  >  ^ 

fJkLuu^      u'  ''■'  ""'  ''■"  y""  y""  '"«'  'hat  fish  by  your 
fault  and  through  your  own  eagerness  and  haste  ;  for  vou  are  n 
tooffer  tostnkeagood  fish,  i?  he  do  not   strike   hn^lf' ill 
first  sec  h.m  turn  h.s  head  after  he  has  taken  your  fly,  a„d  the 
can  never  stram  your  tackle  in  the  striking,  if  you  s  rike  wi^h 

r^tUm'  -  -'"\  "'r^-' ''^^''^  in'once^'agaittdTsh 
inis  stream  by  mches ;  for  I  assure  you  here  are  very  ffood  fi 
both  t,out  and  grayling  lie  here  ;  and  at  that  great  sto^ne  on 

vZ    I  IW  ""'^  'J"^  ^•'•""^  gives  you  fhe  meXg 
I  clnnn;  J       u     T  ■'''''  ^1**  ***-"  •'  6°"^^  '^•"^"  t"^vards  the  bott( 

Pisc.   Why  then,  by  what  you  say,  I  dare  venture  to  assure  i 
t.s  a  grayhng,  who  ,s  one  of  the  deadest-heu.c.d  .  ■  .:es  in  the  vo 
and  the  b.ggcr  he  is,  the  more  easily  taken.     Look  vou   rmw 
see  hm,  pla.n  ;  I  told  you  what  he  wL  :  br.ng  hither  K  bndi 

sixteen  mches  long.  I  warrant  h.m  :  I  have  taken  none  such  this  vea 
ViAT.  I  never  saw  a  grayling  before  l(X)k  so  black.  " 

J  one  It  ^""  "°V      "^^y  '^'"'  ^''  '"'-•  '^^I'  y«"'  that  you  „ev 
saw  one  before  in  right  season  ;  for   then  a  grayling  is  very  bla 

gt   dtptd'wS'brk  '"""  '''  '•^^■''  -'i  has'his'beTly T.  da 
£nciud?H^^^  7r       ^l       "T")  ''  y""  '*="  ^his  is  ;  and  I  am  apt 
conclude  that  from  thence  he  djrives  his  name  of  umber      Thnnr 

tor   I     grows   towards  dinner-tmie  ;  and  there  is  a  very  great  m 
fine  stream  below,  under  that  rock,  that  fills  the  dcepesToT  „ 
the  river,  where  you  are  almost  sure  of  a  good  fish  ^ 
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tZ'H!'  L^V^''".'°'"'^'  ^'^'  ^'■y  ^  ^=1"  with  him.     But  I  had  tfi 

M.v  ^;  n    I         "f  '  ?''"  '""•  ^'  ■•  ''«  ""•--■  you  once  fe 
height  '   '^  y°"  ^^'^  «"^^  s*^*^"  the  sport  at 

^  any  man  such  praises  have^ 

mat  then  have  /,  that  taught  the  knave! 

But  what  have  we  got  here  ?  a  rock  springing  up  in  the  midHI. 

dis!:n\%r^;hTv:crtt\-rs,:!;n>iri^v^^"t'^  --^  ^^' 

IzaaJc  Walton   was  so   pica  cd  with         .     ^     T   ^  '•"^^-  y?""^  ^ 
i"  black  and  white,  in  1  SI^l  ^b^ Tl^^^tL:^;';^^;:^^^ 
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several  prospects  of  my  house  also,  which  I  keep  for  a  memorial  of 
his  favour,  and  will  show  you  when  we  come  up  to  dinner. 

ViAT.  Has  yuimg  master  Izaak  Walton  been  here,  too  ? 

Pisc.  Yes,  marry  has  he,  sir,  and  that  again  and  again,  too,  and  in 
France  since,  and  at  Rome,  and  at  Venice,  and  I  can't  tell  where  : 
but  I  intend  to  ask  him  a  great  many  hard  questions  so  soon  as  I  can 
see  him,  which  wil'  be,  God  willing,  next  month.  In  the  meantime, 
sir,  to  come  to  this  fine  stream  at  the  head  o^  this  great  pool, 
you  must  venture  over  these  slippery,  cobbling  stones  ;  believe  me, 
sir,  there  you  were  nimble,  or  else  you  had  been  down  ;  but  now 
you  are  got  over,  look  to  yourself;  for,  on   my  word,  if  a  fish 
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how'::'  '=  "  '■'''  '°  ■*  '"'"  "  ■>-  -  «"  -"-ger  your  .: 

you-.  ^o.l1o1:t:„c^7o;  rx-ri:/-^-s 

Serv.  Sir,  Will  it  please  you  to  come  to  dinner? 
ViAT.  Nay,  sure,  the   nearest  way  is   besr  •  at   l«no. 

obliging  master' nn-tst^'""  '   ^.^^"''^  '"^^^  ^^^  '"^t  -i^h  a  m 

abouVfoS  re/aff^rd'aTS^^^^  ^"h^'  ^^^^  ""  ^"  ^'^^  ^ 

Pi-sc.   Youdeserve  tohave  bet  er  bo?h"h     '"  '^''  P'''"^  '■'"^'•- 
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CHAPTER    VII 

lAT.  Come,  sir,  having  now  well  dined,  and  being 
again  set  in  your  little  house,  I  will  now  challenge 
your  promise,  and  entreat  you  to  proceed  in  your 
instruction  for  fly-fishing  ;  which  that  you  may 
be  the  better  encouraged  to  do,  I  will  assure  you 
tiiat  I  have  not  lost,  I  think,  one  syllable  of  what 

. you  have  told  me  ;   but  very  well  retain  all  your 

directions,  both  for  the  rod,  line,  and  making  a  fly  ;  and  now  desire 
an  account  of  the  flies  themselves. 

Pisc.  Why,  sir,  I  am  ready  to  give  it  you,  and  shall  have  the 
whole  afternoon  to  do  it  in,  if  nobody  come  in  to  interrupt  us  ;  for 
you  must  know  (besides  the  unfitness  of  the  day)  that  the  afternoons, 
so  early  in  March,  signify  very  little  for  angling  with  a  fly,  though 
with  a  minnow,  or  a  worm,  something  might  (I  confess)  be  done. 
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tweTv?Scial  fl"^"1  ^  ^'^'  "^'  '">■  ^^^her  Walton  tells  us 

names  ,  o  which  some  are  common  with  us  here  ;  and  I  think  1 

at  most  of  them  by  his  description,  and  I   believJ  thev  a  1  bre 

are  taken  m  our  rivers,  though  we  do  not  nuke  then^  either 

same  dubbmg  or  fashion.     And  it  may  be  in  the  rivers  about  Lo 

wh.ch  I  presume  he  has  most  frequented,  and  wh^re  'tis  likd vl 

done  most  execution,  there  is  not  much  notice  taken  of  ma  v 

but  we  are  acqua.nted  with  several  others  here,  though  nehans 

reckon  some  of  h,s  by  other  nan.es  too  ;  but  if  I  do  I  sha  l74 

amends  by  an  addition   to  his  catalogue.     And  aVhouS  The 

named  great  master  in  the  art  of  anghng  (for  so  in    rv^f   he  is> 

MllV,\rT''''u  '"  '^°"-^>'-'^  a  tro:;  inltii 

vvh;  h     ^         ,T'" '''  "''"  S'''^'  ''^  '"^'^  '^'-'^'^  «"0"er  to  take  a  erav 

vvh.ch,  as  I  told  you,  is  in  the  dead  months  in   his  best  season  • 

do  assure  you  (which  I  remember  by  a  very  remarkable  toS  ' 

once  take,  upon  the  sixth  day  of  December' one,  and  only  onr'o 

tasted  ;  and  do  usually  take  trouts  too,  and  with  a  fly  noT 
before  the  middle  ot  this  month,  but  almost  every  year  in  Febrt 

so  early  as  New-year  s  tide,  and  in  frost  and  snow  taken  trravlin 
a  warm  sunshine  day  for  an  hour  or  two  about  To^.  a  d^to^fi  h 
him  with  a  grub,  ,t  is  then  the  best  time  of  all  ' 

must  CO  flss  ve'^'^r  "^  ^^-^^^"^S  "'^'^  '^''  "^«»'h  (thouj 

Se  sport  as  to  emh  r    n^'"  '"^  '"""'  '""^  '^''  '"'^  "'  ^''  ^«  ^"" 
rne  sport  as  to  embrace  all  opportunities,  can  rarely  in  that  mnnfh  < 

th^Lt'^Z'Tt'  "V"'  >°"'  'ha.  .P^..  m    kl* 
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dog  of  the  same  colour  will  not  do,  because  it  will  not  die,  but  retains 
its  natural  colour,  and  this  fly  is  taken  in  a  warm  sun,  this  whole 
month  through. 

2.  There  is  also  a  very  little  bright  dan  gnat,  as  little  as  can  pos- 
sibly be  made,  so  little  as  never  to  be  fished  with,  with  above  one 
hair  next  the  hook  ;  and  this  is  to  be  made  of  a  mixed  dubbing  of 
marten's  fur,  and  the  white  of  a  hare's  scut ;  with  a  very  white  and 
small  wing  ;  aiid  'tis  no  great  matter  how  fine  you  fish,  for  nothing 
will  rise  in  this  month,  but  a  grayling  ;  and  of  them  I  never,  at  this 
season,  saw  any  taken  with  a  fly,  of  above  a  foot  long  in  my  life  ; 
but  of  little  ones  about  the  bigness  of  a  smelt,  in  a  warm  day,  and  a 
glowing  sun,  you  may  take  enough  with  these  two  flies,  and  they  are 
both  taken  the  whole  month  through. 
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FEBRUARY, 

1 .  Where  the  red-brown  of  the  last  month  ends,  another  almos 
of  the  same  ^olour  begins,  with  this  saving,  that  the  dubbing  of  thi 
must  be  of  something  a  blacker  colour,  and  both  of  them  wrappec 
on  with  red  silk.  The  dubbing  that  should  make  this  fly,  and  tha 
is  the  truest  colour,  is  to  be  got  olF  the  black  spot  off  a  hog's  ear 
not  that  a  black  spot  in  any  part  of  the  hog  will  not  afFord  the  same 
colour,  but  that  the  hair  in  that  place  is,  by  many  degrees,  softer 
and  more  fit  for  the  purpose.  His  wing  must  be  as  the  other ;  anc 
this  kills  all  this  month,  and  is  called  the  lesser  red-brown. 

2.  This  month,  also,  a  plain  hackle,  or  palmer-fly,  made  with  i 
rough  black  body,  either  of  black  spaniel's  fur,  or  the  whirl  of  an 
ostrich  feather,  and  the  red  hackle  of  a  capon  over  all,  will  kill,  and, 
if  the  weather  be  right,  make  very  good  sport. 

3.  Also,  a  lesser  hackle,  with  a  black  body,  also  silver  twist  over 
that,  and  a  red  feather  over  all,  will  fill  your  pannier,  if  the  month  be 
open,  and  not  bound  up  in  ice  and  snow,  with  very  good  fish  ;  but, 
in  case  of  a  frost  and  snow,  you  are  to  angle  only  with  the  smallest 
gnats,  browns,  and  dans  you  can  make;  and  with  those  are  only  to 
expect  graylings  no  bigger  than  sprats. 

4.  In  this  month,  upon  a  whirling  round  water,  we  have  a  great 
hackle,  the  body  black,  and  wrapped  with  a  red  feather  of  a  capon 
untrimmed  ;  that  is,  the  whole  length  of  the  hackle  staring  out  (for 
we  sometimes  barb  the  hackle-feather  short  all  over  ;  sometimes  barb 
it  only  a  little,  and  sometimes  barb  it  close  underneath),  leaving  the 
whole  length  of  the  feather  on  the  top  or  back  of  the  fly,  which 
makes  it  swim  better,  and,  as  occasion  serves,  kills  very  great  fish. 

5.  We  make  use,  also,  in  this  month,  of  another  great  hackle,  the 
body  black,  and  ribbed  over  with  gold  twist,  and  a  red  feather  over 
all ;  which  also  does  great  execution. 

6.  Also  a  great  dun,  made  with  dun  bear's  hair,  and  the  wings  of 
the  grey  feather  of  a  mallard  near  unto  his  tail  ;  which  is  absolutely 
the  best  fly  can  be  thrown  upon  a  river  this  month,  and  with  which 
an  angler  shall  have  admirable  sport. 

7.  We  have  also  this  month  the  great  blue  dun,  the  dubbing  of  the 
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8-   We  have  also  rh  1       ^7       ,     •*  "^^  mallard, 
brown  hair  off  th\'„torbt^  dark-brow,,  the  dubbin,  o 
drake's  feather  ^  ^'""'^"'^  ^°«''  ^nd  the  wings  of^the 

-^::^.:^^;dt:':^^::::[^itf' ?'  ^^  ^^^-«'-'  -  - 

the  change  of  those   w;  ; Iter  ThT  '"^'^"" '  '^"d.  accordir 

that  both  in  this  and  l\\tZr  ''''""  ^f  "^^'"^  '°'°"'- ?  ^nd  note 
certainly  know  wha  fly  s^kn"'^'  °^  ''^^  y'^^^'"'  ^'^^  X-'  dc 
arc  then  to  put  on  a  sm^a  Tack^  if  h"""';''u'"^  ^'^  '^  "=*-. 
something  dark,  until  vou  h.v  /  t  '  ^^^^'  ^"^  ^'^'''»'-'  o*"  a  bipg 
fi"g-  thr^ough  his  gil  s^  to  nun  ot'^  ""  '  '^"'^  ^'^^'^  ^^rn.^^ni^ 
with  your  knife  vou  wil  Ifh^    ^  '  ^"'S"'  "'^''^^  being  op 

yourself  accorcii;g7y  '''"'  '^'^'""^•-  ^^'^^^  %  ^^  taken,  and  nfa 

March. 

dun-(though7t  .Whe'IvSinT^^  '  'f\  '^""'  called  a  whirli 
best  flies  we  have)  ;  and  fo^ tiis  tt  h"kI"'^'''^'  ^'^'^^  '«  °"-  "t"  t 
fur  of  a  squirrel's  tail ;  and  the  wiL    r  L"^  '"^'''^  ^^^^e  botto 

2.  Also'a  bright  br;wn     the  2h      '^'  P^'  C^^^'''"''-  °^=^  drak 
spaniel,  or  that  of  a  red  co^'s  flLV      ".^  '"^'''  °^  ^'^^  brown  of 

3.  Also  a  whitish  dunTradeof  Th      '  ^'"'^  T"^" 

the  w.ngs,  of  the  grey  fea'thTrtf  Ir^lT'  ''  ""^^^'^  '^''  ^  ^" 

dubbing  aTab^dl'bWk'S^^  ^t'  ^'^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^ 

coloured  mohair;  the  body  as  jt  el.  ^^l""'  ''!.'  ^''''  °^I«abel!a 
of  a  bright  malla;d's  feather  An  L  5«"  ^  "^^de  ;  and  the  wing 
amongsf  us  for  a  killer  "'^'"""'^^^  ^y'  ^"d  in  great  repl 
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it  comb  the  neck  of  a  black  grey- 
hound, and  the  down  that  sticks 
in  the  teeth  will  be  the  finest  blue 
that  ever  you  saw.  The  wings  of 
this  fly  can  hardly  he  too  white, 
and  he  is  nkm  "bout  the  tenth 
of  this  month,  and  lastcth  till  the 
four-and-twentieth. 

6.  From  the  tenth  of  this  month 
also,  till  towards  the  end,  is  taken 
a  little  black  gnat  ;  the  dubbing 
either  of  the  fur  of  a  black  water- 
dog,  or  the  down  of  a  young  black 
water-coot,  the  wing  of  the  male 
ot  a  mallard  as  white  as  may  be, 
the  body  as  little  as  you  possibly 
can  make  it,  and  the  wings  as 
short  as  his  body. 

7.  From  the  sixteenth  of  this 
month  also  to  the  end  of  it  wc 
use  a  bright  brown  ;  the  dubbing 
for  which  is  to  be  had  out  of  a 
skinner's  lime-pits,  and  of  the  hair 
of  an  abortive  calf,  which  the  lime 
will  turn  to  be  s    Sright  as  to  shine 
like  gold  ;   for  the  wings  of  this 
fly,  the  feather  of  a  brown  hen  is 
best ;  which  fly  is  also  taken  till 
the  tenth  of  April. 

APRIL. 

All  the  same  hackles  and  flies 
that  were  taken  in  March  will  be 
taken  in  this  month  also,  with  this 
distinction    only  concerning   the 
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flies,  that  all  the  browns  be  lapped  with  red  silk,  and  the  duns  \ 
yellow. 

1.  To  these  a  small  bright  brown,  made  of  spaniel's  fur,  wil 
light  grey  wing  ;  in  a  bright  day,  and  a  clear  water,  is  very 
taken. 

2.  We  have  too  a  little  dark  brown,  the  dubbing  of  that  col( 
and  some  violet  camlet  mixed,  and  the  wing,  of  the  grey  feathe 
a  mallard. 

3.  From  the  sixth  of  this  month  to  the  tenth,  we  have  also  a 
called  the  violet  fly,  made  of  a  dark  violet  stufF,  with  the  wings  of 
grey  feather  of  a  mallard. 

4.  About  the  twelfth  of  this  month  comes  in  the  fly  called 
whirling  dun,  which  is  taken  every  day.  about  the  midtime  of  i 
all  this  month  through,  and,  by  fits,  from  thence  to  the  end  of  Ji 
and  is  commonly  made  of  the  down  of  the  fox-cub,  which  is  of 
ash  colour  at  the  roots  next  the  skin,  and  ribbed  about  with  yel 
silk  ;  ;      wings,  of  the  pale  grey  feather  of  a  mallard. 

5.  7  f  .  e  is  also  a  yellow  dun,  the  dubbing  of  ca.  lel's  hair,  a 
yellow  camlet  or  wool,  mixed,  and  a  white-grey  wing. 

6.  There  is  also  this  month  another  little  brown,  besides  that  111 
tioned  before,  made  with  a  very  slender  body,  the  dubbing  of  d; 
brown  and  violet  camlet,  mixed,  and  a  grey  wing,  which,  though 
direction  for  the  making  be  near  the  other,  is  yet  another  fly,  j 
will  take  when  the  other  will  not,  especially  in  a  bright  day  am 
clear  water. 

7.  About  the  twentieth  of  this  month  comes  in  a  fly  called  1 
horse-flesh  fly,  the  dubbing  of  which  is  a  blue  mohair,  v.ith  pi 
coloured  and  red  tammy  mixed,  a  light  coloured  wing,  and  a  da 
brown  head.  This  fly  is  taken  best  in  an  evening,  and  kills  fn 
two  .lOurs  before  sunset  till  twilight,  and  is  taken  the  month  throuj 

MAY. 

And  now,  sir,  that  we  are  entering  into  the  month  of  May,  I  thii 
It  requisite  to  beg  not  only  your  attention,  but  also  your  best  patienc 
for  I  must  now  be  a  little  tedious  with  you,  and  dwell  upon  tl 
month  longer  than  ordinary ;  which,  that  you  may  the  better  endui 
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I  must  tell  you,  this  month  deserves,  and  requires  to  he  i«.;.».^ 

an  account  of  the  green-drake   and  .:   .Vy!    'mS  tiJ":  l' 
ago  and  some  others  that  are  peculiar  to  thir^i:;;^.       ,t"f 
month    ..Ilowing  ;  and  that  (thou.rh  not  so  (jreat  c  ther  in  hull 
name)  do  yet  stand  in  competition\vith  the  t^vo  befc   e  nm     f  ' 
so,  that   It   is  yet   undecided  amongst  tl^e  anekT7  to  ^  h  T    V  " 

hearing  you  upon  this  subject  "  ^  '^''"'"y" 

sdr^{:i:!:i2t-:?'srrss^^^^^ 

esteem  (though  almost  anything  will  take  a  tfiutTn  Mav/  hi 
afterwards  insist  the  longer  upSn  those  o^  Rreater  iS^J  '  ^ ""'' 
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5.  Next,  a  httle  dun,  the  dubbing  of  a  bear's  dun  whirled  unon 
yellow  sdlc;  the  w.ngs.  of  the  grey  feather  of  a  mallard  ^ 

6.  I  hen  a  white  gnat,  with  a  pale  wing,  and  a  black  head 

kJ'         .      r  .!"  .'H'  '"°"''''  =*  fly  ""^•'1  the  peacock  fly  •   the 

body  made  of  a  whirl  of  a  peacock's  feather,  wirh  a  red  head  ■  and 
wings  of  a  mallard's  feather.  '  '^"'^ 

the^duTcu^^'the  d"  J"°^her  very  killing  fly.  known  by  the  name  of 
tne  dun-cut  ,  the  dubbing  of  which  is  a  bear's  dun,  with  a  little  hi,,.. 

hl'tT  ""Tt  r^  ''I  '  '^'•S^  ^^^  -"g'  and'two  hor  "tt    h 
head,  made  of  the  hairs  of  a  squirrel's  tail 

9,    The  next   is  a  cow-lady,  a  little  fly  ;  the  body  of  a   peacock's 
feather  ;  the  wing,  of  a  red  feather,  or  s'trips  of  the'  red  hac^l^l  ^f  a 

anci^le^'  ''"''"  i^^'"u  '^'  co^-t"'-d-fly  ;  the  dubbing,  light  brown 
and  yellow  mixed;  the  wmg,  the  dark  grey  feather  of  1  mallard 
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^^aT^'^u^"^'^^  '^'"^  above-mentioned,  all  the  same  hack 
and  fl.es  the  hackles  only  brighter,  and  the  flies  sLlerthi 

The  Green-drake^ 
The  Stone-fly, 
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The  Black-fly,  and 

The  little  yellow  May-fly. 
And  all  these  have  their  champions  and  advocates  to  dispute  a 
plead  their  priority  ;  though  I  do  not  understand  why  the  two  1 
named  should  ;  the  first  two  having  so  manifestly  the  advantage  b( 
in  their  beauty,  and  the  wonderful  execution  they  do  in  their  seaso 
1 1.  Of  these  the  green-drake  comes  in  about  the  twentieth  of  t 
month,  or  betwixt  that  and  the  latter  end  (for  they  are  sometin 
sooner,  and  sometimes  later,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  year)-  b 
never  well  taken  till  towards  the  end  of  this  month,  and  the  t4gi 
"'."#  pr  June.  The  stone-fly  comes  much  sooner,  so  early  as  t 
middle  of  April ;  but  is  never  well  taken  till  towards  the  middle 
May,  and  continues  to  kill  much  longer  than  the  green-drake  sta 
with  us,  so  long  as  to  the  end  almost  of  June  ;  and  indeed,  so  loi 
as  there  are  any  of  them  to  be  seen  upon  the  water  ;  and  sometim 
in  an  artificial  fly,  and  late  at  night,  or  before  sunrise  in  the  mornin 
longer. 

Now  both  these  flies  (and  I  believe  many  others,  though  I  thin 
not  all)  are  certainly,  and  demonstratively  bred  in  the  very  rive 
where  they  are  taken  :  our  cadis  cr  cod-bait  which  lie  under  stones  i 
the  oottom  of  the  water,  most  of  them  turning  into  those  two  flie 
and  being  gathered  in  the  husk,  or  crust,  near  the  time  of  the 
maturity,  are  very  easily  known  and  distinguished,  and  are  of  a 
other,  the  most  remarkable,  both  for  their  size,  as  being  of  all  othe 
the  biggest  (the  shortest  of  them  being  a  full  inch  long  or  more),  am 
for  the  execution  they  do,  the  trout  and  grayling  being  much  mor 
greedy  of  them  than  of  any  others  ;  and  indeed  the  trout  never  feed 
fat,  nor  comes  into  his  perfect  season,  till  these  flies  come  in 

Of  these  the  green-drake  never  discloses  from  his  husk,  till  he  b( 
first  there  grown  to  full  maturity,  body,  wings,  and  all ;  and  then  ht 
creeps  out  of  his  cell,  but  with  his  wings  so  crimpt  and  ruffled  bv 
being  prest  together  in  that  narrow  room,  that  they  are,  for  some 
hours,  totally  useless  to  him  ;  by  which  means  he  is  compelled  either 
to  creep  upon  the  flags,  sedges,  and  blades  of  grass  (if  his  first  rising 
from  the  bottom  of  the  water  be  near  the  banks  of  the  river)  till  the 
air  and  sun  stifl=bn  and  smooth  them  ;  or,  if  his  first  appearance  above 
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water  happened  to  be  in  the  middle,  he  then  lies  upon  the  surface  of 
the  water  like  a  ship  at  hull  (for  his  feet  are  totally  useless  to  him 
there,  and  he  cannot  creep  upon  the  water  as  the  stone-fly  can)  until 
his  wings  have  got  stiffness  to  fly  with,  if  by  some  trout  or  grayling 
he  be  not  taken  in  the  interim  (which  ten  to  one  he  is),  and  then  his 
wings  stand  high,  and  closed  exact  upon  his  back,  like  the  butterfly, 
and  his  motion  in  flying  is  the  same.  His  body  is,  in  some,  of  a 
paler,  in  others,  of  a  darker  yellow  (for  they  are  not  all  exactly  of  a 
colour),  ribbed  with  rows  of  green,  long,  slender,  and  growing  sharp 
towards  the  tail,  at  the  end  of  which  he  has  three  long  small  whisks 
of  a  very  dark  colour,  almost  black,  and  his  tail  turns  up  towards  his 
back  like  a  mallard  ;  from  whence,  questionless  he  has  his  name  of 
the  green-drake.  These  (as  I  think  I  told  you  before)  we  commonly 
dape,  or  dibble  with,  and  having  gathered  great  store  of  them  into 
a  long  draw-box,  with  holes  in  the  cover  to  give  them  air  (where  also 
they  will  continue  fresh  and  vigorous  a  night  or  more),  we  take  them 
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fimtrel^^f^'  '''"^''  ""'^  ^'^  ^^^"^  ^h"^  "Pon  the  hook.  \ 
nuttina  tJ,  ^-  '""c  ^r  T°"'y  ^^'^  ^'^'^  *^°  °f  them  at  a  time),  a 
Snder  o.  e  X'"'  °^  '^'  ''°°*^.  '"'^  '^^  ^^'^^^est  part  of  bis  hoc 
s"de  leal/t-'  ^^'"g«.;""  >t  directly  through,  and  out  at  the  oth 
other  n.^i  '^'"r"*  "?'  "P°"  '^'^  ^""'^  ^  ^"d  then  taking  t 
contr;rvLv  "^^  f'l  '^'  '"'"l  '"^""^'•'  ^ut  with  his  head  t 
X  S^h'^'  '"  ''^'?  P^"*"'"  *^"y  ^'"  ''^^  "Pon  the  hook.  ai 
mustTat  5'"*  """^l'  ^''^  ".  ^""'^•"  °^  ^"  h°"^.  «••  '"ore  :  but  y< 
aTo  that  vo  '7  ''^  ""'uP  *'^"'"  "*"g^  '^^y*  both  from  the  water,  ar 

them  fnrT'  "^"1^  "°'  ^''  ^''^"  y°"  take  them  out  to  ba 
tnem.  tor  then  your  bait  is  spoiled 

to  tel^vn^,"""^  '""v  y°"  ^T  '^  '"g'^  ^'th  this  fly  alive.  I  am  no 
es^mble  him  f  ^Jl'\"'"^'^ '''"  ^'•^'^^•^'  "y'  that  will  so  perfect! 

He^non  tt     '  ?       ^  '"''""  T  '  ""^^g^  ^'"^^y  day.  when  no  flies  ca 

he  riv^r    f        "''  T  "'  ^°  ^'  ^•^""'l  ^bout  the  banks  and  sides  c 

b^st  rnm  Ta  "^""f""  '""1  ""''^  ^^''^^  y''"  «hall  certainly  kill  th 
Dest  trout  and  grayling  in  the  river. 

The  artificial  green-drake,  then,  is  made  upon  a  large  hook  th 
from  ai; o'rt-  ^t""'  ^"^I"'  ^T'"'^  ^'^'>  '^'  «°^t  down  th^at  is  combe. 
bXlona^.nH  K^  l"'^  y^"r  ^^'"'^^'  ^^"  '"•^^d  together;  th, 
widf  ire?;  "  .''*  '?°f  T^  S""^^"  «'»'''  O"-  "-^ther  yeUow.  waxec 
or  fitclet  ::r;^  ""^'"^f  °^  ]^'  ^•^'  °^  ^'^^  '°"g  hairs  of  sables 
vellow  wh.Vh  the  w,ngs.of  a  wh.te-grey  feather  of  a  mallard,  dyec 
yellow,  which  is  also  to  be  dyed  thus  • 

visJ'vI^th  ?!  r'^f  ^'  ^"■^"'■y  'f'  ""'^  ^^^^^  't,  and  put  to  it  woody 

ra  n  witer     TnH  ?.,         '^J  L^t"''  ^"^  ^^'^  y^"""  ^^^thers  in  it  with 
rain  water  ,  and  they  will  be  of  a  very  fine  yellow. 

he  is  taTen°T  n"u  ^'th  the  green-drake,  excepting  to  tell  you,  that 
unon  the  /  hours  during  his  season,  whilst  there  is  an;  day 
wL  absolutelvLo  •^''\"  ""/^r^y  ^  «"^^  '^^^^  ^^"  ^ays  after  he 
Zd  fi V  .  J  f ?"^' '"  '  ''°"^y  '^"y'  ''^'''  ^  shower,  and  in  a  whisding 
Sof  t'h?  ;  f  ^  very  great  trouts  and  graylings,  betwixt  five  and 
flifs  wth^h  ^^  '!!  ?'  '^'"'"S'  ^"'^  '^^S  no  less  than  five  or  six 
heart,  besides.''  ^  '  "P"""'  '"'''"  ^'■°'"  ""^  '"  ^"P't^  °^  «">' 

12.  I  should  now  come  next  to  the  stone-fly,  but  there  is  another 
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gentleman  in  my  way,  that  must  of  necessity  come  in  between,  and 
that  is  the  gray-drake,  which  in  all  shapes  and  dimensions  is  perfectly 
the  same  with  the  other,  but  quite  almost  of  another  colour,  being 
of  a  paler  and  more  livid  yellow  and  green,  and  ribbed  with  black 
quite  down  his  body,  with  black  shining  wings,  and  so  diaphanous 
and  tender,  cob-web  like,  that  they  are  of  no  manner  of  use  for 
daping  ;  but  come  in,  and  are  taken  after  the  green-drake,  and  in  an 
artificial  fly  kill  very  well  ;  which  fly  is  thus  made,  the  dubbing  of 
the  down  of  a  hog's  bristles,  and  black  spaniel's  fur,  mixed,  and 
ribbed  down  the  body  with  black  silk,  the  whisks  of  the  hairs  of  the 
beard  of  a  black  cat,  and  the  wings  of  the  black-grey  feather  of  a 
millard. 
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wefricdTnJ  n°??'  '"  \^:^o.^..^y  ;  but  I  am  afraid  !l  have  alrea 
r  aTd  [  n  ^  P/  'u"'  ^'"''^  '^  ^  ^^^«'  J  l^s^^h  you  freely  tell , 

if  v^ou'thin^^firt^'  '•'■'/  ''"  r^"'"  ^"  ^'^^'•y  °^  hearing  you  :  h 
VoSfwth  .'.?"''"''] ''"•'^"■'^  ^  ^"^  too  troublesomf,  to  refre 
sK;?el^^^^^^^^^^  afterwards  proceed,  and 

wuht:.L^ft-^4:^t^-ttAt^^^^^ 

my  serv.ce  to  you,  and  to  all  our  friends  in  the  sou^h^        '         ' 

good  powdered  STUT^t'd'  ''"  ^'^'^^  ^T-  "  '^^^'"^•^y  '  ^^  ^» 
Thirsty  ^  '*  '^'"""''  °'"  son^ething  else,  has  madem 
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CHAPTER  VIII 


JIAT.  So,  sir,  I  am  now  ready  for  another  lesson, 
so  soon  as  you  please  to  give  it  me. 

Pisc.  And  I,  sir,  as  ready  to  give  you  the 
best  I  can.  Having  told  you  the  time  of  the 
stone-fly's  coming  in,  and  that  he  is  bred  of  a  cadis 
in  the  very  river  where  he  is  taken,  I  am  next  to 
tell  you  that, 

13.  This  same  stone-fly  has  not  the  patience  to  continue  in  his 
crust,  or  husk,  till  his  wings  be  full  grown  ;  but  so  soon  as  ever  they 
begin  to  put  out,  that  he  feels  himself  strong  (at  which  time  we  call 
him  a  jack),  squeezes  himself  out  of  prison,  and  crawls  to  the  top 
of  some  stone,  where,  if  he  can  find  a  chink  that  will  receive  him, 
or  can  creep  betwixt  two  stones,  the  one  lying  hollow  upon  the  other 
(which,  by  the  way,  we  also  lay  so  purposely  to  find  them),  he  there 
lurks  till  his  wings  be  full  grown,  and  there  is  your  only  place  to 
find  him  (and  from  thence  doubtless  he  derives  his  name),  though,  for 
want  of  such  convenience,  he  will  make  shift  with  the  hollow  of  a 
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^ff''"Hi,TH"'"f'"°  *''"'=  "■"  "'"d  t""""'  come  to  fetch  hi, 

th,„  it,  thout     he  mak.;  but  Me  ut  of  tjem     L^oL'h.ll'""^? 

f«tM':?drhifitu;:r7r^r^^^^^^^ 

W.neaftLrifer    th/rT'       •  '"''  '"deed  everywhere,  high  and 
we,;  they  ,«  rveVvt„V    ■'^  ^  """>'  "' 'l>™  in  their  «al>„,as, 

and  the  J  rU  ^le"  JtgoT  t'„"l:S  ;rt^-'  ."t^irt-lr ' 

s^^^r ;^S1- rS^      "S 

winter  ;  but  pardon  this  dfgresK  '  ""^  """  "  •»«  "" 

witl^LTft  "Le*  A^rthtSs^^h''''''''  "".'"V"  "'"■  "■'  ""ke.  bu. 
stream  and  still  and  to  all  hoiJ^'ftpf  S™"-'"^!  «  ""•men  both  to 

in  the  streams  (fort "  wMs°li"J^C  nd ll'^T  l"""  ?'?""■  "■'' ''« 
and  rarely,  but  early  and  la  e  f, "'™ '.™''=-''y '»  ""'deep is  better), 
of  the  day  ;  thS  a  or™  i  r  '^S'  fP"-"?"  fo^he  midtime 
sharp  streL,  andtre  aKe^"^a ,"! uTl"?  T'^  \  .^"^  "'"'"» 

o.her  part,  and  yoi;  ':^ S^ t ^IZ'S'^'fulZl 
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beard  on  the  top  of  the  hook,  in  your  arming,  so  as  to  be  turned  up 
when  you  warp  on  your  dubbing,  and  to  stand  almost  upright,  and 
staring  one  from  another;  and  note,  that  your  fly  is  to  be  ribbed  with 
yellow  silk ;  and  the  wings  long  and  very  large,  of  the  dark  grey 
feather  of  a  mallard. 

14.  The  next  May-fly  is  the  black-fly;  made  with  a  black  body, 
of  the  whirl  of  an  ostrich-feather,  ribbed  with  silver-twist,  and  the 
black  hackle  of  a  cock  over  all;  and  is  a  killing  fly,  but  not  to  be 
named  with  either  of  the  other. 

15.  The  last  May-fly  (that  is,  of  the  four  pretenders)  is  the  little 
yellow  May-fly ;  in  shape  exactly  the  same  with  the  green-drake,  but 
a  very  little  one,  and  of  as  bright  a  yellow  as  as  can  be  seen ;  which 
is  made  ot  a  bright  yellow  camlet,  and  the  wings  of  a  white-grey  feather 
dyed  yellow. 

16.  The  last  fly  for  this  month  (and  which  continues  all  June, 
though  it  comes  in  the  middle  of  May)  is  the  fly  called  the  camlet-fly, 
in  shape  like  a  moth,  with  fine  diapered  or  water  wings,  and  with  which 
(as  I  told  you  before)  I  sometimes  used  to  dibble;  and  grayling  will 
rise  mightily  at  it.  But  the  artificial  fly  (which  is  only  in  use  amongst 
our  anglers)  is  made  of  a  dark  brown  shining  camlet,  ribbed  over  with 
a  very  small  li^ht  green  silk,  the  wings  of  the  d'^'*-'»  ^rey  feather  of  a 
mallard;  and  it  is  a  killing  fly  for  small  fish;  anu  au  h  for  May. 

JUNE. 

From  the  first  to  the  four-and-twentieth,  the  gr-  en-drake  and  stone- 
fly  are  taken  (as  I  told  you  before). 

1.  From  the  twelfth  to  the  four-and-twentieth,  late  at  night,  is 
taken  a  fly,  called  the  owl-fly ;  the  dubbing  of  a  white  weasel's  tail, 
and  a  white  grey  wing. 

2.  We  have  then  another  dun,  called  the  barm-fly,  from  its  yeasty 
colour;  the  dubbing  of  the  fur  of  a  yellow-dun  cat,  and  a  grey  wing 
of  a  mallard's  feather. 

3.  We  have  also  a  hackle  with  a  purple  body,  whipt  about  with  a 
red  apon's  feather. 

4.  As  also  a  gold-twist  hackle  with  a  purple  body,  whipt  about 
with  a  red  capon  s  feather. 
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S-  To  these  wc  have  this  month  a  flesh-fly;  the  dubbing  of  a  bi 
spaniel's  fur,  and  blue  wool  mixed,  and  a  grey  wing. 

6.  Also  another  little  flesh-fly;  the  body  made  of  the  whirl  < 
peacock's  feather,  and  the  wings  of  the  grey  feather  of  a  drake. 

7-  We  have  then  the  peacock-fly;  the  body  and  wing  both  mad 
the  feather  of  that  bird. 

8.  There  is  also  the  flying-ant  or  ant-fly;  the  dubbing  of  br< 
and  red  camlet  mixed,  with  a  light  grey  wing. 

9  We  have  likewise  a  brown-gnat,  with  a  very  slender  bod) 
brown  and  violet  camlet  well  mixed,  and  a  light  grey  wing. 

10.  And  another  little  black-gnat;  the  dubbing  of  black  moh 
and  a  white  grey  wing. 

1 1 .  As  also  a  green  grasshopper ;  the  dubbing  of  green  and  yell 
wool  mixed,  ribbed  over  with  green  silk,  and  a  red  capon's  /eat 
over  all. 

12.  And,  lastly,  a  little  dun  grasshopper;  the  body  slender,  mi 
of  a  dun  camlet,  and  a  dun  hackle  at  the  top. 

JULY. 

First,  all  the  small  flies  that  were  taken  in  June  are  also  taken 
this  month. 

1.  We  have  then  the  orange-fly;  the  dubbing  o  ange  wool  a 
the  wing  of  a  black  feather. 

2.  Also  a  little  white-dun;  the  body  made  of  yvhite  mohair  a 
the  wjngs  blue,  of  a  heson's  feather. 

3.  Wc  have  likewise  this  month  a  wasp-fly  ;  made  either  of  a  da 
brown  dubhing,  or  else  the  fur  of  a  black  cat's  tail,  ribbed  abo 
with  yellow  silk  ;  and  the  wing,  of  the  grey  feather  of  a  mallard. 

4-  Another  fly  taken  this  month  is  ?.  black  hackle  ;  the  body  niai 
of  the  whirl  of  a  peac  ck's  feather,  and  a  black  hackle-feather  ( 
the  top. 

5.  Wehr      alsoanother,  made  ofa  peacock's  whirl  without  wing! 

6.  Anothc.  fly  also  is  taken  this  month,  called  the  shell-fly  ;  t! 
dubbing  of  yellow-green  Jersey  wool,  and  a  little  white  hog's-ha 
mixed,  which  I  call  the  palm-fly,  snd  do  believe  it  is  taken  for  a  pain 
that  drops  off  the  willows  into  the  water  ;  for  this  fly  I  have  see 
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TU  n-  .  AUGUST. 

I  ne  same  flies  with  July 

grey  wing  of  a  mallard's  feather  ;  a  killer  L     ^'"*  "'^^  *  ^''^ 

3.  Besides  these  we  have  a  white  hackle-  the  Iwl,     e    u- 
and  wrapped  about  with  a  white  hacklel'..*?    ^J  °^.«^^.te  moh, 
taken  for  thistle-down  ^^^cklc-fcather,  and  this  is  assurec 

Lastly.  In  this  monS  a  rt h  T" ''''''''"^'^^'^«'' ^^^  »" 

that  wei  takenin  May  '  '""'  ^-""^"^  ^"^  d""''  *re  tak< 

-,..  SEPTEMBER. 

darkish  grey  mallard's  faJh'L "K/'""'  »""■  "=«  >"■=.  "d 
of  a  «„ded  hog  *       *'"•  """^  """■  '!"=  y<^"°"  softest  dow, 

—.  OCTOBER. 

The  same  flies  are  taken  this  month  as  were  taken  i„  March. 

_,  NOVEMBER. 

Th.  »me  fte,  ,ha,  „.r.  ,ak.„  in  February  are  eaken  ,hi,  m„„,h  also. 
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DECEMBIlR. 

Few  men  angle  with  the  fly  this  month,  no  mc/re  than  they  du  in 
January  ;  hut  yet,  if  the  weather  be  warm  (as  I  have  known  it  .me- 
timcs  in  my  life  to  K,  even  in  this  cold  country,  where  it  is  Jetist 
expected),  then  a  brown,  that  looks  red  in  the  hand,  and  yellowish 
betwixt  your  eye  and  the  sun,  will  both  raise  and  kill  in  a  clear  water 
and  free  from  snow-broth  ;  but,  at  the  best,  it  is  hardly  worth  a 
man's  labour. 

And  now,  sir,  I  have  done  with  fly-fishing,  or  anglintj  at  the  top, 
excepting  once  more,  to  tell  you,  that  of  all  these  (and  Ihave  named 
you  a  great  many  very  killing  flies)  none  are  fit  '  ^h:  compared  with 
the  drake  and  stone-fly,  both  for  many  an. ;  for  -ry  great  fish  ;  and 
yet  there  arc  some  days  that  are  by  no  means  proper  for  the  sport. 
And  in  a  calm  you  shall  not  have  near  so  much  sport,  even  with 
daping,  as  in  a  whistling  gale  of  wind,  for  two  reasons,  both  because 
you  arc  not  then  so  easily  discovered  by  the  fish,  and  also  because 
there  are  then  but  few  flies  that  can  lie  upon  the  water  ;  for  where 
they  have  so  much  choice,  you  may  easily  imagine  they  will  not  be 
so  eager  and  forward  to  rise  at  a  bait,  that  both  the  shadow  of  your 
body,  and  that  of  your  rod,  nay  of  your  very  line,  in  a  hot  calni  day, 
will,  in  spite  of  your  best  caution,  render  suspected  to  them  ;  but  even 
then,  in  swift  streams,  or  by  sitting  down  patiently  b  hind  a  willow 
bush,  you  shall  do  more  execution  than  at  almost  ai./  other  time  of 
the  year  with  any  other  fly  ;  though  one  may  sometimes  hit  of  a  day, 
when  he  shall  come  home  very  well  satisfied  with  sport  with  several 
other  flies  :  but  with  these  two,  the  green-drake  and  the  stone-fly. 
I  do  verily  believe  I  could,  some  days  in  my  life,  had  1  vot  b  en  weary 
of  slaughter,  have  loaden  a  lusty  boy;  and  have  someti ms,  I  do 
honestly  assure  you,  given  over  upon  the  mere  account  of  ^atiety  of 
sport  ;  which  will  be  no  hard  matter  to  believe,  whc  ;  I  ilkcwise 
assure  you,  that  with  this  very  fly,  I  have  in  this  ver)  river  that  runs 
by  us,  in  three  or  four  hours  taken  thirty,  five-and-thirty,  and  forty 
of  the  best  trouts  in  the  river.  What  shame  and  pity  it  is,  then,  that 
such  a  river  should  be  destroyed  by  the  basest  sort  of  people,  by  those 
unlav/ful  ways  of  fire  and  netting  in  the  night,  and  of  damming, 
groping,  spearing,  hanging,  and    hooking  by  day,  which  are  now 
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fuTy°^'°"""°"'  '''"''  ''^°"g''  ^^  ha^e  very  good  laws  to  pur 
such  offenders,  every  rascal  does  it,  for  ought  I  see  /«,  W      ^ 

.ns  n,ct.ons  you  must  come  to  angle  with  me  aereln  the  Peak  ^a 
K'winT  Sr/irr'"  "P  ^°Vp^^'  ^"'^  ^o--r?ow.rthe 
Seel  '<5  di     o7  s  r Sir  ^  ^^^'  '^^^  ^^"  ^°  -^  ^-  -  ^'^ 
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CHAPTER   IX 

ISC.  A  good  day  to  yon,  sir  ;  I  see  you  will  always 
be  stirring  before  me. 

ViAT.  Why,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  am  so 
allured  with  the  sport  I  had  yesterday,  that  I  long 
to  be  at  the  river  again  ;  and  when  I  heard  the 
wind  sing  in  my  chamber  window,  could  forbear 
no  longer,  but  leapt  out  of  bed,  and  had  just 
made  an  end  of  dressing  myself  as  you  came  in. 

Pisc.  Well,  I  am  both  glad  you  are  so  ready  for  the  day,  and 
that  the  day  is  so  fit  for  you  ;  and  look  you,  I  have  made  you  three 
or  four  flies  this  morning  ;  this  silver-twist  hackle,  this  bear's  dun, 
this  light  brown,  and  this  dark  brown,  any  of  which  I  dare  say  will 
do ;  but  you  may  try  them  all,  and  see  which  does  best ;  only  I 
must  ask  your  pardon  that  I  cannot  wait  upon  you  this  morning,  a 
little  business  being  fallen  out,  that  for  two  or  three  hours  will 
deprive  me  of  your  company  :  but  I'll  come  and  call  you  home  to 
dinner,  and  my  man  shall  attend  you. 

ViAT.  Oh,  sir,  mind  your  affairs  by  all  means.  D.  hut  lend 
me  a  little  of  your  skill  to  these  fine  flies,  and,  unless  it  nave  for- 
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S-'SmSbg"  '"'"''''• '  """  """  "'"'  °'  "''  °™-  '  ""P 
Pisc.  The  beat  instruction  I   can  cive  vou  is   vhit  s<»in» 

rp1hn^ii""SeS'r'  r"  •"r,i'''rg'''  «y!7oi  wo^d  r»! 

S-eS  I^'Lth  4r  '°°  ""*  •  '""  '-'''='■  •  "O"'"  "-= 
ViAT.  I'll  obey  your  direction,  and  so  good  mornina  to  , 
Come,  young  man,  let  you  and  I  walk  together     bS  ha"!  vou^ 
I  have  not  done  w  th  you  vet  •  I  exnert^n^fkl.  i  c    ^     \ 

at  the  bottom,  in  the  lij^^r.     ^^^^  '"°'^''^  ^^^°"  ^°'-  ^"g^ 
Pisc.  Well,  sir,  I'll  be  ready  for  you. 
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CHAPTER  X 

JISC.  Oh,  sir,  are  you  returned  ?  you  have  but  just 
prevented  me.     I  was  coming  to  call  you. 

ViAT.  I  am  glad  then  I  have  saved  you  the 
labour. 

Pisc.  And  how  have  you  sped  ? 
ViAT.  You  shall  see  that,  sir,  presently  ;  look 
you,  sir,  here  are  three  brace  of  trouts,  one  of 
them  the  biggest  but  one  that  ever  I  killed  with  a  fly  in  my  life  ; 
and  yet  I  lost  a  bigger  than  that,  with  my  fly  to  boot ;  and  here 
are  three  graylings,  and  one  of  them  longer  by  some  inches  than 
that  I  took  yesterday,  and  yet  I  thought  that  a  good  one,  too. 

Pisc.  Why  you  have  made  a  pretty  good  morning's  work  on't  ; 
and  now,  sir,  what  think  you  of  our  river  Dove  ? 

ViAT.  I  think  it  to  be  the  best  trout  river  in  England  ;  and  am 
so  far  m  love  with  it,  that  if  it  were  mine,  and  that  I  could  keep  it 
to  myself,  I  would  not  exchange  that  water  for  all  the  land  it  runs 
over,  to  be  totally  debarred  from  it. 
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Pisc.  That  compliment  to  the  river  speaks  you  a  true  lov( 
the  art  of  angling  ;  and  now,  sir,  to  make  part  of  amends  for  sen^ 
you  so  uncivilly  out  alone  this  morning,  I  will  myself  dress  you 
dish  of  fish  for  your  dinner  ;  walk  but  into  the  parlour,  you  will 
one  book  or  other  in  the  window  to  entertain  you  the  while,  and 
shall  have  it  presently. 

V'lAT.  Well,  sir,  I  obey  you. 

Pisc.  Look  you,  sir,  have  I  not  made  haste  ? 

ViAT.  Believe  me,  sir,  that  you  have  ;  and  it  looks  so  well,  I  1 
to  be  at  it. 

Pisc.  Fall  to,  then  ;  now,  sir,  what  say  you,  am  I  a  tolerable  c 
or  no .? 

ViAT.  So  good  a  one,  that  I  did  never  eat  so  good  fish  in  my 
This  fish  is  infinitely  better  than  any  I  ever  tasted  of  the  kind  in 
life  ;  'tis  quite  another  thing  than  our  trouts  about  London. 

Pisc.  You  would  say  so,  if  that  trout  you  eat  of  were  in  ri 
season  :  but  pray  eat  of  the  grayling,  which  upon  my  word,  at  i 
season  is  by  much  the  better  fish. 

ViAT.  In  earnest  and  so  it  is  :  and  I  have  one  request  to  mak^ 
you,  which  is,  that  as  you  have  taught  me  to  catch  trout  and  grayli 
you  will  now  teach  me  how  to  dress  them  as  these  are  dressed,  wh 
questionless  is  of  all  other  the  best  way. 

Pisc.  That  I  will,  sir,  with  all  my  heart,  and  am  glad  you  1 
them  so  well  as  to  make  that  request,  and  they  are  dressed  thus : 

Take  your  trout,  wash,  and  dry  him  with  a  clean  napkin ;  tl 
open  him,  and  having  taken  out  his  guts,  and  all  the  blood,  wipe  h 
very  clean  within,  but  wash  him  not,  and  give  him  three  scotches  w 
a  knife  to  the  bone,  on  one  side  only.  After  which  take  a  ck 
kettle,  and  put  in  as  much  hard  stale  beer  (but  it  must  not  be  deai 
vinegar,  and  a  little  white  wine  and  water  as  will  cover  the  fish  y 
intend  to  boil  ;  then  throw  into  the  liquor  a  good  quantity  of  sa 
the  rind  of  a  lemon,  a  handful  of  sliced  horse-radish  root,  with 
handsome  little  faggot  of  rosemary,  thyme,  and  winter  savory.  Th 
set  your  kettle  upon  a  quick  fire  c{  wood  ;  and  let  your  liquor  bi 
up  to  the  height  before  you  put  in  your  fish  ;  and  then,  if  there 
many,  put  them  in  one  by  one,  that  they  may  not  so  cool  the  liqu 
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as  to  make  it  fall  :  and  whilst  your  fish  is  boiling,  beat  up  the  butter 
for  your  sauce  with  a  ladleful  or  two  of  the  liquor  it  is  boiling  in  ; 
and  being  boiled  enough,  immediately  pour  the  liquor  from  the  fish  ; 
and  being  laid  in  a  dish,  pour  your  butter  upon  it  ;  and  strewing  it 
plentifully  over  with  shaved  horse-radish,  and  a  iittle  pounded  ginger, 
garnish  the  sides  of  your  dish,  and  the  fish  itself,  with  a  sliced  lemon 
or  two,  and  serve  it  up. 

A  grayling  is  also  to  be  dressed  exactly  after  the  same  manner, 
saving  that  he  is  to  be  scaled,  which  a  trout  never  is  :  aud  that  must 
be  done  either  with  one's  nails,  or  very  lightly  and  carefully  with  a 
knife,  for  fear  of  bruising  the  fish.  And  note,  that  these  kinds  of 
fish,  a  trout  especially,  if  he  is  not  eaten  within  four  or  five  hours  after 
he  be  taken,  is  worth  nothing. 

But  come,  sir,  I  see  you  have  dined  ;  and  therefore,  if  you  please, 
we  will  walk  down  again  to  the  little  house,  and  there  I  will  read  you 
a  lecture  of  angling  at  the  bottom. 
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CHAPTER   XI 

^  lAT.  So,  sir,  now  we  are  here,  and  set,  let  me  \ 

"        my  instructions  for  angling  for  trout  and  gray 

at   the  bottom  ;    which  though   not  so  easy, 

cleanly,  nor  (as  'tis  said)  so  genteel  a  way  of  f 

ing  as  with  a  fly,  is  yet  (if  I  mistake  not)  a  g 

holding  way,  and  takes  fish  when  nothing  else  v 

Pisc.  You  are  in  the  right,  it  does  •.  >  :  an 

worm  is  so  sure  a  bait  at  all  times,  that,  excepting  in  a  flood.  I  wo 

I  had  laid  a  thousand  pounds  that  I  killed  fish,  more  or  less,  with 

winter  or  summer,  every  day  throughout  the  year  ;  those  days  alw 

excepted,  that  upon  a  more  serious  account  always  ought  so  to 

But  not  longer  to  delay  you,  I  will  begin,  and  tell  you,  that  angi 

at  the  bottom  is  also  commonly  of  two  sorts  (and  yet  there  is  a  th 

way  of  angling  with  a  ground-bait,  and  to  very  great  efl^ect  too, 

shall  be  said  hereafter),  namely,  by  hand;  or  with  a  cork,  or fioaL 

That  we  call  angling  by  hand  is  of  three  sorts. 

The  first,  with  a  line  about  half  the  length  of  the  rod,  a  go 

weighty  plumb,  and  three  hairs  next  the  hook,   which  we  call 

running-line,  and  with  one  large  brandling,  or  a  dew-worm  oi 

moderate  size,  or  two  small  ones  of  the  first,  or  any  other  sort,  prot 

for  a  trout,  of  which  my  father  Walton  has  already  given  you  t 

names,  and  saved  me  labour;  or,  indeed,  almost  any  worm  whateve 

for  if  a  trout  be  in  the  humour  to  bite,  it  must  be  such  a  worm  a' 

never  yet  saw,  that  he  will  refuse  ;  and  if  you  fish  with  two,  you  a 

then  to  bait  your  hook  thus.     You  are  first  to  run  the  point  of  yo 

hook  in  at  the  very  head  of  your  first  worm,  and  so  down  throus 

his  body,  till  he  be  past  the  knot,  and  then  let  it  out,  and  strip  tl 

worm  above  the  arming  (that  you  may  not  bruise  it  with  your  finger 

till  you  have  put  on  the  other,  by  running  the  point  of  the  hook 

below  the  knot,  upwards  through  his  body  towards  his  head,  till 

be  just  covered  with  the  head  ;  which  being  done,  you  are  then  t 

slip  the  first  worm  down  over  the  arming  again,  till  the  knots  of  hot 

worms  meet  together. 
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The  second  way  of  angling  by  hand,  and  with  i  running  line,  is 
v/ith  a  line  something  longer  than  the  former,  and  with  tackle  made 
after  this  same  manner.  At  the  utmost  extremity  of  your  line,  where 
the  hook  is  always  placed  in  all  other  ways  of  angling,  you  are  to  have 
a  large  pistol  or  carabine  bullet,  into  which  the  end  of  your  line  is 
to  be  fastened  with  a  peg,  or  pin,  even  and  close  with  the  bullet  ; 
and.  about  half  a  foot  above  that,  a  branch  of  line,  of  two  or  three 
handfuls  long,  or  more  for  a  swift  stream,  with  a  hook  at  the  end 
thereof,  baited  with  some  of  the  fore-named  worms,  and  half  a  foot 
above  that,  another  armed  and  baited  after  the  same  manner,  but  with 
another  sort  of  worm,  without  any  lead  at  all  above :  by  which  means 
vou  will  always  certainly  find  the  true  bottom  in  all  depths  ;  whicli 
with  the  plumbs  upon  your  line  above  you  can  never  do,  but  that  your 
bait  must  always  drag  whilst  you  are  sounding  (which  in  this  way  of 
angling  must  be  continually),  by  which  means  you  are  like  to  have 
more  trouble,  and  peradventure  worse  success.  And  both  these  ways 
of  angling  at  the  bottom  are  most  proper  for  a  dark  and  muddy 
water,  by  reason,  that  in  such  a  condition  of  the  stream,  a  man  may 
stand  as  near  as  he  will,  and  neither  his  own  shadow,  nor  the 
roundness  of  his  tackle  will  hinder  his  sport. 

The  third  way  of  angling  by  hand  with  a  ground-bait,  and  by  much 
the  best  of  all  other,  is,  with  a  line  full  as  long,  or  a  yard  and  a  half 
longer,  than  your  rod  ;  with  no  more  than  one  hair  next  the  hook, 
and  for  two  or  three  lengths  above  it ;  and  no  more  than  one  small 
pellet  or  shot  for  your  plumb  ;  your  hook,  little  ;  your  worms  of  the 
smaller  brandlings,  very  well  secured,  and  only  one  upon  your  hook 
at  a  time  ;  which  is  thus  to  be  baited.  The  point  of  your  hook  is 
to  be  put  in  at  the  very  tag  of  his  tail,  and  run  up  his  body  quite 
over  all  the  arming,  and  still  stripped  on  an  inch  at  least  upon  the 
hair,  the  head  and  remaining  part  hanging  downward  ;  and  with  this 
line  and  hook  thus  baited  you  are  evermore  to  angle  in  the  streams, 
always  in  a  clear  rather  than  a  troubled  water,  and  always  up  the 
river,  still  casting  out  your  worm  before  you  with  a  light  one-handed 
rod,  like  an  artificial  fly  ;  where  it  will  be  taken  sometimes  at  the  top, 
or  within  a  very  little  of  the  superficies  of  the  water,  and  almost 
always  before  that  light  plumb  can  sink  it  to  the  bottom,  both  by 
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reason  of  the  stream,  and  also,  that  you  must  always  keen  your  v 
m  motion  by  drawing  still  back  towards  you,  as  if  you  were  an, 
w^th  a  fly  ,  and  believe  me,  whoever  will  try  it,  shall  find  th 
.^st  way  of  all  other  to  angle  with  a  worm,  in  a  bright  v 
especially;  but  then  his  rod  must  be  very  light  and  pliant! and 
true  and  finely  made,  which,  with  a  skilful  hand,  will  do  won. 
and  m  a  clear  stream  is  undoubtedly  the  best  way  of  angling  1 

make  cLr^  r^  ^f'f  ^°'''"'  ^y  '"'"y  '^^g'-*^^^'  '^^^  »"y  """ 
make  choice  of  and  of  most  ease  and  delight  to  the  angler. 

suFer  hiri  Z     .^'  '^\  '^ '^V""^^^'  ^  °^  ^  constitution  that 
suffer  h.m  to  wade,  and  will  slip  into  the  tail  of  a  shallow  stream 

dmnr,tJ'^::°uJ^', ''"""'  ""'^  '°  keep  off  the  bank,  he  s 
almost  take  what  fish  he  pleases. 

.Jl  ^•''"1  ^^y/»"8''"g  at  the  bottom  is  with  a  cork  or  flc 

wdis         "  ^^"^  ^'^^  '   '^'^^  ^  '^°'''"  '  °'"  ^'^^  *  g"""^ 

,nH^'l''u-'^T'  y"""  "^  '°  ^^^'^  y^"""  ""^  within  a  foot,  or  a  i 
wm  with  .r      K^  ''  y°"'.  '•"^  ;  '"  ^  dark  water,  with  two,  or  if 

the  hTnk  .  ?;  "'  '"  u  ''""r  ^"^'^  "^^"  ^'^h  ^b°^«  O"^  hair  n 
the  hook,  and  two  or  three  for  four  or  five  lengths  above  it,  an 

cnrrtol  J"  you  please,  your  plumbs  fitted%o  your  cork,  y, 

of  It),  and  both  when  the  water  is  very  clear,  as  fine  as  you  can  ;  a 

brandC'  ""Tx.  '°  ^^''  ^'l?^  ^^"^^  °"'^  ^^  ^^e  lesser  sort 
brandlings  ;  or,  if  they  are  very  little  ones  indeed,  you  may  then  h 
with  two,  after  the  manner  before  directed 

ne  JlTlLT.  '"^^'  ^"^  '  "■°"''  y?"  ^-"^  ^°  d«  ^t  as  deep,  that  is, 
near  the  bottom  as  you  can,  pro-ded  your  bait  do  not  drag,  or  if 
do,  a  trout  will  sometimes  take  it  in  at  that  posture  :  if  for  ?gravlir 
you  are  then  to  fish  further  from  the  bottom,  he  being  a^fiS  th 
usually  swims  nearer  the  middle  of  the  water,  and  lie^:  ,  ^vays  loos, 
or  however,  IS  more  apt  to  rise  than  a  trout,  and  m,  •  inclined 
rise  than  to  descend  even  to  a  ground-bait. 

With  a  -iub  or  cadis,  you  are  to  angle  with  the  same  length 
line,  or  ,f  it  be  all  out  as  long  as  your  rod  'tis  not  the  worse!  wi- 
never  above  one  hair,  for  two  or  three  lengths  next  the  hook,  and  wi, 

350 


ik'\ 


1  your  worm 
were  angling 
find  this  the 
•right    water 
nt,  and  very 
do  wonders, 
ngling  for  a 
my  man  can 
mgler.     To 
on  that  will 
V  stream,  to 
nk,  he  shall 

rk  or  float ; 
a  grub  or 

It,  or  a  foot 
3,  or  if  you 
le  hair  next 
ve  it,  and  a 
cork,  your 
or  slowness 
1  can ;  and 
ser  sort  of 
y  then  bait 

that  is,  as 
ag,  or  if  it 
a  grayling, 
a  fish  that 
ays  loose  ; 
inclined  to 

length  of 
'orse,  with 
:,  and  with 


The  Compleat  Angler 

the  smallest  cork,  or  float,  and  the  least  weight  of  plumb  you  can 
that  will  but  sink,  and  that  the  swiftness  of  your  stream  will  allow  ; 
which  also  you  may  help,  and  avoid  the  violence  of  the  current,  by 
angling  in  the  returns  of  a  stream,  or  the  eddies  betwixt  two  streams, 
which  also  are  the  most  likely  places  wherein  to  kill  a  fish  in  a 
stream,  either  at  the  top  or  bottom. 

Of  grubs  for  a  grayhng,  the  ash-grub,  which  is  plump,  milk-white, 
bent  round  from  head  to  tail,  and  exceeding  tender,  with  a  red  head, 
or,  the  dock-worm,  or  grub  of  a  pale  yellow,  longer,  lanker,  and 
tougher  than  the  other,  with  rows  of  feet  all  down  his  belly,  and  a 
red  head  also,  are  the  best  ;  I  say,  fcr  a  grayling,  because,  although 
a  trout  will  take  both  these  (the  ash-grub  especially),  yet  he  does  not 
do  it  so  freely  as  the  other,  and  I  have  usually  taken  ten  graylings 
for  one  trout  with  that  bait ;  though  if  a  trout  come,  I  have  observed 
that  he  is  commonly  a  very  good  one. 

These  baits  we  usually  keep  in  bran,  in  which  an  ash  grub 
commonly  grows  tougher,  and  will  better  endure  baiting ;  though  he 
is  yet  so  tender,  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  warp  in  a  piece  of  a  stiff 
hair  with  your  arming,  leaving  it  standing  out  about  a  straw-breadth 
at  the  head  of  your  hook,  so  as  to  keep  the  grub  either  from  slipping 
totally  off  when  baited,  or  at  least  down  to  the  point  of  the  hook  ; 
by  which  means  your  arming  will  be  left  wholly  naked  and  bare, 
which  is  neither  so  sightly,  nor  so  likely  to  be  taken  ;  though  to  help 
that  (which  will  however  very  oft  fall  out),  I  always  arm  the  hook  I 
design  for  this  bait  with  the  whitest  horse-hair  I  can  chuse,  which 
itself  will  resemble,  and  shine  like  that  bait,  and  consequently  will  do 
more  good,  or  less  harm,  than  an  arming  of  any  other  colour.  These 
grubs  are  to  be  baiited  thus  :  the  hook  is  to  be  put  under  the  head  or 
chaps  of  the  bait,  and  guided  down  the  middle  of  the  belly  (without 
sutTering  it  to  peep  out  by  the  way,  for  then  the  ash-grub  especially 
will  issue  out  water  and  milk,  till  nothing  but  the  skin  shall  remain, 
and  the  bend  of  the  hook  will  appear  black,  through  it)  till  the  point 
of  your  hook  come  so  low  that  the  head  of  your  bait  may  rest,  and 
stick  upon  the  hair  that  stands  out  to  hold  it  ;  by  which  means  it  can 
neither  slip  of  itself,  neither  will  the  force  of  the  stream,  nor  quick 
pulling  out,  upon  any  mistake,  strip  it  ofl^. 
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Now  the  cadis,  or  cod-bait  (which  is  a  sure  killing  bait,  and. 
the  most  part  by  much  surer  than  cither  of  the  other)  may  be 
upon  the  hook,  two  or  three  together,  and  is  sometimes  (to  very  ei 
emrct)  jomcd  to  a  worm,  and  sometimes  to  an  artificial  fly,  to  c< 
thejomt  of  your  hook  ;  but  is  always  to  be  angled  with  at 
bottom  (when  by  itself  especially)  with  the  finest  tackle;  and  is, 
ail  times  of  the  year,  the  most  holding  bait  of  all  other  whate> 
both  for  trout  and  grayling. 

There  are  several  other  baits  besides  these  i^yN  I  have  named  y 
which  also  do  very  great  execution  at  the  bottom,  and  some  that 
peculiar  to  certain  countries  and  rivers,  of  which  every  anclermai 
his  own  place  make  his  own  observation  ;  and  some  othere  that  l' 
not  think  fit  to  put  you  in  mind  of,  because  I  would  not  corrupt  y 
and  would  have  you,  as  in  all  things  else  I  observe  you  to  be  a  v, 
honest  gentleman,  a  fair  angler.  And  so  much  for  the  second  sort 
angling  for  a  trout  at  the  bottom. 

ViAT.  But,  sir,  I  beseech  you  give  me  leave  to  ask  you  c 
Question  :  is  there  no  art  to  be  used  to  worms,  to  make  them  all. 
tne  hsh,  and  in  a  manner  compel  them  to  bite  at  the  bait  > 

Pisc.  Not  that  I  know  of;  or  did  I  know  any  such  secret  I  woi 
not  use  It  myself,  and  therefore  would  not  teach  it  you.  fhouel 
will  not  deny  to  you  that  in  my  younger  days,  I  have  made  tnal 
oil  of  osprey  oil  of  ivy,  camphire,  asafoetida,  juice  of  nettles,  ai 
several  other  devices  that  I  was  taught  by  several  anglers  I  met  wit 
but  could  never  find  any  advantage  by  them  ;  and  ctn  scarce  belie 
there  is  anything  to  be  done  that  way  ;  though  I  must  tell  you 
have  seen  some  men  who  I  thought  went  to  work  no  more  artificial 
than  I  and  have  yet,  with  the  same  kind  of  worms  I  had,  in  my  ov 
sight  taken  five,  and  sometimes  ten  to  one.  But  we'll  let  th 
business  alone  if  you  please  ;  and  because  we  have  time  enough,  ar 
that  I  would  deliver  you  from  the  trouble  of  any  more  lecfuR-s, 
will,  ,f  you  please,  proceed  to  the  last  way  of  angling  for  a  trout  < 
grayling  which  is  in  the  middle;  after  which  I  shall  have  no  mo, 
to  trouble  you  with. 

V,  AT.  "Tis  no  trouble,  sir,  but  the  greatest  satisfaction  that  can  be 
and  1  attend  you. 
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CHAPTER    XII 

ISC.  Angling  in  the  middle,  then,  for  a  trout  or 
grayling,  is  of  two  sorts  :  with  a  penk  or  minnow 
for  a  trout  ;  wr  with  a  worm,  grub,  or  cadis, 
for  a  grayling. 

For  the  first.     It  is  with  a  minnow,  half  a 
foot  or  a  foot  within  the  superficies  of  the  water. 

And  as  to  the  rest  that  concerns  this  sort  of 

angling,  I  shall  wholly  refer  you  to  Mr.  Walton's  directions,  who 
is  undoubtedly  the  best  angler  with  a  minnow  in  England  ;  only, 
in  plain  truth,  I  do  not  approve  of  those  baits  he  keeps  in  salt,  unless 
where  the  living  ones  are  not  possibly  to  be  had  (though  T  know  he 
frequently  kills  with  them,  and  peradventure,  more  tha  r.ith  any 
other  ;  nay,  I  have  seen  him  refuse  a  living  one  for  one  of  them)  ; 
and  much  les«.  of  his  artificial  one  ;  for  though  we  do  it  with  a 
counterfeit  fly,  me  thinks  it  should  hardly  be  expected  that  a  man  should 
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deceive  a  fish  with  a  counterfeit  fish.  Which  having  said.  I  ,1 
only  add  and  that  out  of  my  own  experience,  that  I  doln^lieve  a  b. 
head,  with  his  g,ll.fins  cut  off  (at  some  times  of  the  year  especiall 
^^  be  a  much  better  bail  for  a  trout  than  a  minnow,  and  a  loach  mi 
better  than  that  ;  to  prove  which  I  shall  only  tell  you.  that  I  hi 
much  oftener  taken  trouts  with  a  bull-head  or  a  loach  in  their  thro 
in?lMr  *  ^'T  '  r"^'""'""  his  first  digestion)  than  a  minno 
and  that  one  day  especial  y,  having  angled  a  gmd  part  of  the  d 
with  a  minnow  and  that  m  as  hopeful  a  day,  and  as  fit  a  water 

last  fell  to  with  the  worm,  and   with  that   toolT  fourteen  in  a  ve 

^  much  as  one  that  had  not  a  loach  or  two,  and  some  of  them  thr. 
four  h ve  and  six  loaches,  in  his  throat  and  stomach  ;  from  whenct 

5a/s  wo'?k  o/lt  '"^''^  "'''  '^''  ^"^'  ^  ^"^  '"'^'^'^  ^  "'"^" 

Der^hL^'u'fi.^'-  u^'"" ''  *  t"''  ^*y  o<"  angling  with  a  minnow.  fh.i 
tC^,  I  "'^-.1 '°  ''?'?  °'". '°  P'"'^"'^ '  ^°  *hich  I  shall  oni;  ad. 
hat  «  grayling  w,ll  certainly  rise  at,  and  sometimes  take  a  minnov 
though  ,t  will  be  hard  to  be  believed  by  any  one,  who  shall  cons"d 
the  I  tlene^  of  that  fish's  mouth,  very  unfit  to  take  so  great  a  ba  t 
but  It  IS  affirmed  by  many,  that  he  will  sometimes  lo  it ;  and 
myself  know  it  to  be  true,  for  though  I  never  took  a  grayling  s^l 
a  man  of  mme  once  did.  and  within'^  so  few  paces  of^me.  tTat  1 
^certain  of  it.  as  I  can  be  of  anything  I  did  not  see,  ;nd  (wh  c 

i^cheVfonr""        '"°'"'  '"^"^'^  '^"  ^  ^^""^  ^"  "°'  ^^"'  ^''"'' 

I  must  here  also  bee  leave  of  your  master,  and  mine    not  tc 

controvert,  but  to  tell  liim.  that  /cannot  con'sent  to  his' way  o 

^ T ^filh      -.rl- °  '"  ,7"-gi:°^"  *'"°"''  '^"'J  afterwards  recover- 

oLdL^'i^''^  ^'L  '^'^\    ^^-^  though  I  am  satisfied   he   ha. 

oXr^^J.       h'.'k'  ^"^u*""  '"y^  ^°'  y^'   ^   ''^^^  found  it  quit. 

mv  1;^^!.-  f     T'^'  f /'■°"'  \  ""y  ''^^'  '"y  ^°P  "^^^•-  =*"^F  (though 

iTnJl  nf     'T  '""'*^,  ^T  '°  '*!"  '■"'"^'"•"g  P^«  °f  '"y  rod  by  some 
lengths  of  my  line  curled  round  about  my  top.  and  there  fastened. 
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t^^Zff^'  '^''"J'  '"f  ^  ^"  ^"'^^"0,  "or  my  hand  never  slack 
or  slipped  by  any  other  chance,  but  I  almost  always  SliWy 

the  water,  the  fish  cleared  and  gone  in  a  moment      And tt  to  i  J 

dav  Wore  hv Thrfrl  •       '^  "Pf'  ',''"  '"=  '"«'  taken  from  me  tl 
a'n"dtw'  It  rlTin  t  '°*'  ^  --"lately  to  the  t 

or  break;irhrkSf  *:''rdr  td^r'^S'-fof'tts™''" 

anglmg  m  the  middle  for  a  trout  '"'  "'"  " 

wa^:ftgn„7bThanIr;irh''a"''''  T'?-*'^  '''»"■  "''''  ""  "-'' 

ever  tried  whatever  ^  ^  '"^  ^"^  "  ''''''"''  «^  ^''  '^^'''^'-  ^ 
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And  now,  sir,  I  have  said  all  I  can  at  present  think  of  concerninR 
a.nghng  for  a  trout  and  grayling,  and  I  doubt  not  have  tired  yo? 
sufficiently  ;  but  I  w,II  give  you  no  more  trouble  of  this  kind,  whilst 
you  stay,  which  I  hope  will  be  a  good  while  longer 

V  lAT.  That  will  not  be  above  a  day  longer  ;  but  if  I  live  till  May 
come  twelvemonth  you  are  sure  of  me  again,  either  with  my  master 
VV  alton,  or  without  h,m;  and  in  the  meantime  shall  acquaint  him  how 
much  you  have  made  of  me  for  his  sake,  and  I  hope  he  loves  me 
well  enough  to  thank  you  for  it. 

Jr;.(  ^  ^^f^^^  !'^f  ''['  °^  y^""  g°^  '"'"P^'^y  ^^  the  time  you 
peak  of,  and  shall  be  loath  to  part  with  you  novv  ;  but  when  you 
tell  me  you  must  go,  I  will  then  wait  upon  you  more  miles  on 
your  way  than  I  have  tempted  you  out  of  it.  and  heartily  wish  you  a 
good  journey.  ^  r  u » 
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An  Elegie  upoji  D' .  Donne 

(■633) 

Our  Donne  is  dead;  England  should  mourn;,  max  say 
IVe  had  a  man  where  language  chase  ti  stay 
And  shew  her  gracefull  power.     I  would  nut  praisf 
That  and  his  vast  wit  [which  in  these  vaine  dayes 
Make  many  proud)  hut,  as  they  serv'd  to  unlocv 
That  Cahinet,  his  tninde :  where  such  a  stock 
Of  knowledge  was  repos\l,  as  all  lament 
[Or  should)  this  generall  cause  of  discontent. 

And  I  rejoyce  I  am  not  so  severe. 
But  [as  I  write  a  line)  to  weep  a  teare 
For  his  decease ;  such  fad  extremities 
May  make  such  men  as   I  write  Elegies. 

And  wonder  not ;  for,  ivhen  a  generall  hsse 
Falls  on  a  nation,  and  they  slight  the  crosse, 
God  hath  raised  Prophets  to  awaken  their: 
From  stupi faction ;  witnesse  my  milde  pen. 
Not  us'd  to  upbraid  the  ivorld,  though  now  it  must 
Freely  and  boldly,  for,  the  cause  is  just. 

Dull  age.  Oh   I  would  spare  thee,  hut  toart  ivsn:. 
Thou  art  not  onely  dull,  hut  hast  a  curse 
Of  black  ingratitude  ;  if  not,  couldst  thou 
Part  with  miraculous  Donne,  and  make  no  vnv 
For  thee,  and  thine,  successivelv  to  pa\ 
A  sad  remembrance  to  his  dying  day  ? 

Did  his  youth  scatter  Poetry,  xuherein 
IVas  all  Philosophy  ?  was  every  sinne, 
Character'd  in  his  Satyrs  ?     Made  so  foule 
That  some  hove  fear''d  their  shapes.,  and  kept  their  iouif 
Safer  hy  reading  verse?     Did  he  give  daves 
Past  marble  monuments,  to  those,  whose  praise 
He  would  perpetuate  ?     Did  he  [  I  Jeare 
The  dull  will  doubt : )   these  at  his  twentieth  year  ? 

But,  more  maturd ;   Did  his  full  soule  conceive. 
And  in  harmonious-holy-numbers  weave 
A*  Crown  ot  sacred  sonnets,  ft  to  adorne 
A  dying  Martyrs  brow :  or,  to  he  worne 
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On  that  blest  head  of  Mary  Magdalen, 

After  she  wip'd  Christ's  feet,  but  not  till  then  ? 

Did  hee  {ft  for  such  penitents  as  shee 

And  he  to  use)  leave  us  a  Litany, 

Which  all  devout  men  love,  and  sure,  it  shall, 

As  times  grow  better,  grow  more  classicall't' 

Did  he  write  Hymnes,  for  piety,  Jor  wit, 

Equall  to  those,  great  grave  Prudentius  ifr/'/.'' 

Spake  he  all  Languages  ?   knew  he  all  Lawes  ? 

The  grounds  and  use  of  Physick  ;  but  because 

^Twas  mercenary,  wav'd  it?     l^ent  to  see 

That  blessed  place  of  Ciirists  nativity  ? 

Did  he  return  and  preach  him  ?  preach  him  so 

As  since  S.   Paul  none  did,  none  could?     Those  know, 

("uch  as  were  blest  to  heare  him)   this  is  truth. 

Did  he  confirm  thy  aged  ?  convert  thy  youth  ? 

Did  he  these  wonders  ?     And  is  this  deare  losse 

Mourn'd  by  so  few  ?  [few  for  so  great  a  crosse). 

But  sure  the  silent  are  ambitious  all 
To  be  Close  Mourners  at  his  Funerull ; 
If  not ;  in  common  pity  they  forhare 
By  repetitions  to  renew  our  care; 
Or,  knowing,  griefe  conceived,  conceaPd,  consumes 
Man  irreparably,  [as  poy s on" d  fumes 
Doe  wafte  the  braine)  make  silence  a  safe  way, 
To^  inlarge  the  Soule  from  these  walls,  mud  and  clay, 
[Materials  of  this  body)   to  remaine 
IVith  Donne  in  heaven,  where  no  promiscuous  pain 
Lessens   the  joy  we  have,  for,  with  him,  all 
Are  satisfy'd  with  joyes  essential!. 

Dwell  on  this  joy  my  thoughts ;  oh,  doe  not  cuii 
Griefe  hack,  by  thinking  of  his  Funerall ; 
Forget  hee  lav'd  mee ;   wafte  not  my  sad  y cares ; 
[If^hich  hast  to  Davids  seventy,)  filFd  with  fearci 
And  sorrow  for  his  death ;    Forget  his  parts, 
IVhich  find  a  living  grave  in  good  mens  hearts , 
And,   [for,  my  first  is  dayly  payd  for  sinne) 
Forget  to  pay  my  second  sigh  for  him  : 
Forget  his  powerfull  preaching ;  and  forget 
I  am  his  Convert.     Oh  my  frailty  /  let 
My  flesh  he  no   more  heard,  it  will  obtrude 
This  lethargy :  so  should  my  gratitude, 
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My  Hovuei'  tf  gratitude  should  so  be  broke; 

Which  can  no  more  be,  than  Donnes  vcriuts  spoke 

By  any  but  himself e ;  for  which  cause,  I 

IVr'-te  no  Encomium,  but  this  Elcgie, 

Whiih,  us  a  Jree-will-offring,  I  here  give 

Fame,  and  the  world,  and  parting  with  it  grieve 

J  want  abilities,  fit  to  set  forth 

A  monument,  great,  as  Donnes  matchlesse  worth. 

11.  IVA. 

On  a  Portrait  of  Donne  taken  in  his 
eighteenth  year 

(1635) 

This  luas  for  youth.  Strength,  Mirth,  and  wit  that  Time 
Most  count  their  golden  Age;  but  ''twas  not  thine. 
Thine  was  thy  later  ycares,  so  much  refind 
From  youths  Drosse,  Mirth  and  wit;  as  thy  pure  mi'ul 
Thought  [tike  the  Angels)  nothing  but  the  Praise 
Of  thy   Creator,  in  those  last,  best  Dayes. 

If^tnes  this   Booke,  [thy   Emhlcnic)  which  begins 

IFith   Lcic;   but  endes,  with  Sighes,  and  Teares  for  sinnes. 

IZ.  IVA. 

Commendatory   Verses  prefixed  to  "  The 

Merchant's  Map  of  Commerce  " 

(•638) 

In  praise  of  my  friend  the  z4uthor,  and  his  Booke 

To  THE  Reader : 

If  thou  would'st  be  a  States-man,  and  survay 
Kingdomes  for  information ;  hcrcs  a  way 
Made  plaine,  and  easie ;  fitter  far  for  thee 
Then  great  Ortelius  his  Geographic. 

*   ?   FoKes  in  edition  of  16" 3. 
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If  thou  wiul(l\t  he  a  Gentleman,  in  mtirt 
Then  title  oncly ;  this  Map  yeeldi  thee  Hire 
Of  Ohm  vations^  fit  for  Ornament, 
(Jr  Uie,  or  to  give  curious  eares  content. 

If  thou  wouUPst  be  a  Merchant,  buy  thi:  Booi.', 
For  'tis  a  prize  worth  gold;  and  do  not  hike 
Daily  for  such  disbursements ;  no,  'tis  rare. 
And  should  he  cast  up  tuith  thy  richest  ware. 

Reader,  if  thou  be  any,  or  all  three ; 
{For  these  may  meet  and  ;nake  a  harmonie) 
Then  prayse  this  Autl  -.;■  for  his  usefull  paines, 
IVhosc  aim:-  is  publike  good,  not  private  gnincs. 

IZ.  tVA. 

Pf-e/ace  to  paries  s  "  Shepherd's  0?'acle 

(1645) 


Reader, 


To  THE  Reader 


Though  the  Authour  had  some  years  before  his  lamented  deat 
pos'd,  review'd,  and  corrected  these  Eglogues  ;  vet,  he  left  no  Epi?t!e 
Reader,  but  onely  a  Title,  and  a  blanke  leafe  for  that  purpose. 

Whether  he  meant  some  Allegoricall  exposition  of  the  Shephcard:; 
or  their  Eglogues,  is  doubtfuil :  but  'tis  certain,  that  as  they  are,  thei 
a  perfect  pattern  of  the  Authour ;  whose  person,  and  minde,\vv  e  botl 
and  his  conversation  such  as  distill'd  pleasure,  knowledge,  and  \crtue, 
friends  and  acquaintance. 

'Tis  confest,  these  Eglogues  are  not  so  wholly  divine  as  man\ 
publisht  Meditations,  which  speak  his  affections  to  be  set  upon  things  t 
abozu;  and  yet  even  such  men  have  their  intermitted  howres,  and  {; 
company  gives  occasion)  commixtures  of  heavenly  and  earthly  though 

You  are  therefore  requested  to  fancy  him  cast  by  f.-rtune  into  the  a 
of  some  yet  unknown  Shepheards :  and  you  have  a  libcitv  to  belec 
by  this  following  accident. 

"  He  in  a  Sommers  morning  (about  that  howrc  when  the  great 
"Heaven  first  opens  it  selfe  to  give  light  to  us  mortals)  walking  a 
"pace  towards  a  Brook  (whose  Spring-head  was  not  far  distant  (r 
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V  Ippendix 

•'peaceful!  habitation)  ritted  with  Angle,  Lines  and  Fives  :  Fives  prope.  tor 
"that  season  (bcin;j:  the  fruitful!  Month  of  May  .)  intending  all  dili'j:encc  to 
"beguile  the  timorous  Trout,  (with  which  that  w.itry  element  al^)undid) 
•observ'd  a  more  than  common  concourse  of  Shephe.itds,  all  beiiding  their 
"unwearied  steps  towards  a  pleasant  Meadov.  within  his  present  prospect, 
''and  had  his  eyes  made  more  happy  to  behold  the  tw  i  fair  Shcpheardesscs 
'•  Amanilis  and  Ainiita  strewinjr  the  foot-patiis  with  I.illies,  and  Ladysmock> 
"so  newly  gathered  by  their  fair  hands,  that  thev  vet  smeii  more  sweet  thci' 
"the  morning,  and  immediately  met  (attended  with  Lr.ra  Ckrinda^mA  many 
"other  Wood-nymphs)  the  fair  and  vertuous  Parthiu'tu:  who  after  a  courteous 
"salutation  and  inquiry  of  his  intended  Journcv,  tuld  him  the  neighbour- 
"Shepheards  of  that  part  of  Arcadia  had  dedicated  that  day  to  he  kept  holv  to 
"  the  honour  or  their  great  God  Pan  ;  and,  that  they  had  designed  her  Mistre>se 
"of  a  Love-feast,  which  was  to  be  kept  tii.it  present  dav,  in  .-in  Arbour  built 
"that  morning,  for  that  purpose  ;  she  told  him  ui>o,  that  (hph.us  would  bee 
"there  and  bring  his  Harp,  Pan  his  Pipe,  aiui  Titan,  his  ( Jaten-reed,  to 
".T.ake  musick  at  this  feast;  shee  therefore  perswaded  him,  not  to  lose,  but 
■'change  that  dayes  pleasure;  before  he  could  return  an  answer  they  were 
"unawares  entred  into  a  living  moving  Lane,  made  of  Shepheards  and 
"  Pilgrimes  ;  who  had  that  morning  me.isured  many  miles  to  be  eve-witnefses 
■'if  that  days  pleasure  ;  this  Lane  led  them  into  a  large  Arbour,'  whose  wal.^ 
"wLTf  niade  of  the  yeelding  Willow,  and  smooth  Beech  boughs :  .md  covered 
"  '  er  with  Sycamore  leaves,  and  Honvsuccles." 

1  might  now  tell  in  what  manner  (after  her  hist  entrance  into  this 
Arbour)  Phikdca  {Phihil.a  the  fair  Arwuiiun  Shepheardesse)  crown'd  her 
Temples  with  a  CJarland,  with  what  flowers,  and  by  whom  'twas  made  ;  1 
might  tell  what  guests  (beside  Astrea  and  Jd:ms)  were  at  this  feast  ;  and  who 
(besides  Mcnury)  waited  at  the  Table,  this  I  nii^'ht  tell :  but  may  not, 
cannot  expresse  what  musick  the  Gods  and  Wuod-nvmphs  mad'.,  .vithiii  ;  and 
the  Linits,  Larks,  and  Nightingales  about  this  Arbour,  during  this  holy  dav  : 
which  began  in  harmlesse  mirth,  and  (for  BtnJ.'us  and  his  gang  were  absent) 
ended  in  love  and  peace,  which  Piin  (lur  he  onelv  can  do  it)  continue  in 
Jnadui,  and  rcstoir  to  the  dhturlxd  Island  of  ^rkznmz,  and  grant  that  each 
konest  Shepheard  may  again  sit  under  bis  own  line  and  Fig-tree,  and  feed 
■;i  nvnf.oek,  and  ivith  hve  enjoy  the  fruits  of  peace,  and  he  more  '.'rank full. 

Reader,  it  this  time  and  place,  the  Authour  contracted  a  friendship  with 
certain  single-hearted  Shepheards :  with  whom  (as  he  return'd  from  his  River- 
rccrcations)  he  often  rested  himselfe,  and  whitest  in  the  calm  evening  their 
Hocks  fed  about  them,  heard  that  discourse,  which  (with  the  Shepheard^ 
n.;mcs)  is  presented  in  these  Esrlogues. 
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Couplet  on  Dr,  Richard  Sibhes 

(.650) 

Of  this  hlat  man  let  tfji's  just  praise  be  givtn^ 
Heaven  was  in  him,  before  he  was  in  heaven. 

I'lA.IK  irALTO. 

On  the  Death  of  my  dear  Friend^  ,'Mr.  W 
Cartwright^  relating  to  the  foregoing  Eh 

(1651) 

/  cannot  keep  my  purpise^  but  must  give 
Sorrow  and  Verse  their  iLuy  ;   nor  will  I  grieve 
Longer  in  silence;  no,  that  poor,  poor  part 
Of  natures  legacy.  Verse  void  of  Art, 
And  undissembUd  teares,  Cartwrkjht  shall  have 
Fixt  on  his  Hearse;  and  wept  into  his  grave. 

Muses  1  need  you  not ;  for.   Grief  and  I 
Can  in  your  ahsen.e  weave  an   Elegy: 
IVhich  we  ivill  do;   and  often  mter-iueave 
Sad  Looks,  and  Sighs  ;  the  ground-work  must  receive 
Such  Charactc'-s,  -.r  he  odjudgd  unfit 
For  my  Friends  shroud;  others  have  sheivd  their  IVit, 
Learning,  and  Language  fitly ;  for  these  be 
Debts  due  to  his  great  Merits :    but  far  me. 
My  aymes  are  like  myself,  humble  and  low. 
Too  mean  to  speak  his  praise,  too  mean  to  shrM 
The  IVorld  what  it  hut'>  lost  in  losing  thee, 
IVhose   IVordi  and  Deed)   were  perfect   Harmony. 

But  notv  'tis  hit ;    lost  in  the  silent  Grave  ' 
Lost  to  us  Mortals,  lost,  'till  we  shall  have 
Admission  to  that   Kingdom,  where  He  singi 
Harmonious   Anthems  to  the  King  of  Kin!;s. 

Sing  on,  blest  Sot/If   be  as  thou  wast  below, 
A  more  than  comm;n  instrument  to  show 
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Ihy  iVtaken  ^  raise  i   sing   on,  whilst   I  t<mt»t 

Thy  hssy  unit  iiurt  a  b-ily  diaantint, 

IVith  suih  pure  thoughts  as  thine,  !■>  dwtil  with  me, 

Then  I  may  h^pe  to  live,  and  d  e  iikf  thfe, 

Ta  live  lielm\i,  dye  m9urn''d,  thus  in  my  grave ; 

Bli>iiH^i  thiit   Kings  have  uish'd,  hut  cannot  have. 

//.  ff'A. 

Preface  to   Sir  jfohn   Skeffington  s 

"  Heroe  of  Lorenzo  " 

(1652) 

Let  this  be  told  the  Reader, 

That  Sir  Jahn  Skeffir.gton  (one  of  his  Lite  Majestic^  scr\ant,,  and  a  strani-e. 
to  no  language  ot  Christendom)  did  about  40  years  now  past,  bring  this  fini 
out  of  Spain  into  England. 

There  they  two  kept  company  together  'till  about  12  months  now  pa-.t  ; 
and  then,  in  a  retyrement  of  that  learned  knights  (by  reason  of  a  sequestra- 
tion for  his  masters  cause)  a  friend  coming  to  visit  him,  they  fell  accidentally 
into  a  discourse  of  the  wit  and  galan,ry  of  the  Spanish  Nation. 

That  discourse  occasioned  an  example  or  two,  to  be  brought  out  of  thi> 
Hero:  and  those  examples  (with  Sir  John's  choice  language  "and  illustration) 
were  so  relisht  by  his  friend  (a  stranger  to  the  Spanish  tongue)  that  he  be- 
came restles  'till  he  got  a  promise  from  Sir  John  to  translate  the  whole,  whicli 
he  did  in  a  few  weeks  ;  and  so  long  as  that  imployment  lasted  it  proved  an 
excellent  diversion  from  his  many  sad  thoughts  ;  But  he  hath  now  chang'd 
that  Condition,  to  be  possest  of  that  place  into  which  sadnesse  is  not  capable 
of  entrance. 

And  his  absence  from  this  world  hath  occasion'd  mee  (who  was  one  of 
those  few  that  he  gave  leave  to  know  him,  for  he  was  a  retvr'd  man)  to  teli 
the  Rc.iJer  that  I  heard  him  say,  he  had  not  made  the  English  so  short,  or 
few  words,  as  the  originall  ;  because  in  that,  the  Author  had  exprest  himself  s<. 
enigmatically,  that  though  he  indevour'd  to  translate  it  plainly  ;  vet,  ht 
thought  it  was  not  made  comprehensible  enough  for  common  Readers,  there- 
tore  he  declar'd  to  me,  that  he  intended  to  make  it  so  by  a  coment  on  the 
margent  ;  which  he  had  begun,  but  (be  it  spoke  with  sorrovi-)  he  and  those 
thoughts  are  now  buried  in  the  silent  Grave,  and  mv  self,  with  those  *er\ 
many  that  lov'd  him,  left  to  lament  that  losse. 

1.  W. 


11 

r 

u 


{ 


I 


n 


s 


mm^ 


hi 


1,1 


■-*■  -i-t^J«eaaMa.Mii.iBBa»t 


MICROCOPY   RESOLUTION   TEST   CHART 

lANSI  and  ISO  TEST  CHART  No    2i 


1.0 


I.I 


l-fllM   Ilia 

•IT  IJil     III  2.2 


1^ 


1.25   IIIIII.4 


12.0 


1.8 


1.6 


A     /APPLIED  IIVMGE     Inc 

'.i^S         (716)    *82  -  0300  -  Phone 
^S;         .;7i6)    288  -  5989  -  Fa» 


I;    W 


f*'i 


( 


/ 


•■ 


appendix 

Commendatory   Verses  to  the  Author 
"  Scintillula  Altar  is  " 
(1652) 

To  the  Author  upon  the  sight  of  the  first  sheet  of  his  Rot 

My  worthy  friend,   I  am  much  pleas\l  to  knm.; 
iiu  hav,-  begun  to  />uy  the  debt  you   mie 
By  premise,  to  so  many  pious  friends. 
In  printing  your  chcice  Poems;    it  co.-nends 
Both  them  and  you,  that  they  have  been  desired 
By  persons  of  such  Judgment ;    and  admir'd 
They  must  be  most,  by  those  that  best  shall  knoiv 
lyhat  praise  to  holy  Poetry  we  owe. 

So  shall  your  Disquisitions  too  ;  for,  there 
Ctc/tv  Laming,  and  blest  piety,  appear. 
M  u.'.full  to  poor   Christians :    .vhere  they  may 
Learne  Primitive  Devotion.     Each   Saints  day 
Stands  as  a   Land-mark  in  an  erring  age 
To  guide  fraile  mortals  in  their  pilgrimage 
To  the  Cables tiall  Can 'an  ,•    emd  each   Fast, 
..'  both  the  souls  direction,  and  repast: 
M  so  exprcst,  that  I  am  glad  to  bioiu 
J  ou  have  begun  to  pay  the  debt  you  owe. 

IZ.  UA. 

To  my  Ingenuous  Friend,   Sllr.   Brome 
on  his  various  and  excellent  Poems  : 
An  humble  Eglog. 

Written  the  29  of  May,  1660. 
Daman  and  Doru.s 

Daman. 

Hail  happy  day!    Dorus,  sit  dov.n  ■ 
^low  let  no  sigh,  nor  let  a  frown 
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l-odge  near  thy  heart,  or  on  thy  hrra: 
The  K,ng!    the  King's  returned!   end  nnv 
Lets  ban, sh  ad  sad  thoughts,  and  sin, 
H^e  have  our  Laws,  and  have  our  K;„.r 

DORUS. 

'77i  true,  and  I  would  sing,  but  oh  I 
These  wars  have  shrunk  my  heart  so  hw 
'Twill  not  be  raised.  ' 

Damon. 
What,  not  this  day? 
Why,  'tis  the  twenty-ninth  of  Mi.y  ■ 
Let  Rebels'  spirits  sink  :    let  those 
That,  like  the  Goths  and  Vandals,  rw 
Jo  ruin  families,  and  bring 
Contempt  upon  our  Church,  our  Kin" 
yfnd  all  that's  dear  to  us,  be  sad-   " 
But  be  not  thou  ;   let  us  be  glad.  ' 
And  Dorus,  to  Invite  thee,  look. 
Here  s  a  collectlin  in  this  book 
IJf  all  those  chet.ful  songs,  that  we 
Have  sung  with  mirth  and  merry-dee  ■ 
As  we  have  march'd  to  fight  the  cause 
UJ  Gods  anointed,  and  our  laws: 
Such  songs  as  make  not  the  least  odds 
Betwixt  us  mortals  and  the  Gods  : 
Such  songs  as  Fir  gins  need  not  fear 
To  sing,  or  a  grave  matron  hear. 
Here's  love  drest  neat,  and  chaste,  and  ray 
As  gardens  m  the  month  of  May ; 
Here's  harmony,  and  wit,  and  art. 
To  raise  thy  thoughts  and  cheer  thy  heart. 

DoRUS. 

Written  by  whom? 

Damon. 
A  Friend  of  mine. 
And  one  that's  worthy  to  be  thine: 
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A  civil  swain^  that  knovs  his  times 
Far  buiinessr,  and  that  (hie,  maki-s  rhymes. 
But  not  till  then  :    my    F-ieniCs  ti  man 
Lov'd  by  the  Muses  ;   dear  to  Pan  ; 
He  blest  him  with  u  eheer/ul  heart, 
And  they  with  this  sharp  wit  and  arl^ 
ff^hich  he  so  tempers,  as  no  szvain 
That's  loyal,  does  or  should  complain. 

DoRUS. 
/  would  fain  see  him. 

Damon. 

Go  with  me, 

Dorus,  to  yonder  broad  beech  tree. 
There  we  shall  meet  him  and  Phi  His, 
Perigot,  and  Amaryllis, 
Tityrus,  and  his  dear  Chlora, 
Tom  and  IVili,  and  their  Pastora  : 
There  we'll  dance,  shake  hands,  and  sing 
ff'e  have  our  Laws, 

God  bless  the  King. 

/Z.   J  (WALTON. 


To  my  Reverend  Friend  the  Author  of 

the  Synagogue 

(1661) 


Sir 


I  lov'd  you  for  your  ^ynagogu.',  be/ore 

J  itneiu  your  person ;  but  now  love  you  more  ; 

Because  I  find 
It  is  so  true  a  picture  of  your  mind : 

If^hich  tunes  your  sacred  lyre 

To  that  eternal  quire 

Where  holy   Herbert  sits 

[O  shame  to  prophane  ivits) 
And  sings  his  and  your  Anthems,  to  the  praise 
Of  Him  that  is  the  first  and  last  of  dai<-,. 
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Thi'se  holy   Hymns  hud  nn   Ethereal  hirth  : 
For  they  Ciin  raise  sad  souls  ahne  th,'  ,-a>t' ., 

And  fix  them  there 
Free  from  the  ivorWs  anxieties  ei,.d  fear. 

Herbert  and  yon  lave  pnvr 

To  do  this :    ev'ry  hour 

I  read  you  kills  .'  sin., 

Or  lets  a  vertue  in 
To  fight  against  it ;   and  the  Holy  Ghost 
Supports  my  Jrailties^  lest  the  day  be  hit. 

This  holy  war,  taught  hy  your  happy  pen., 

The   Prince  of  Peaec  approves.      If  hen  we  poor  men 

Neglect  our  arms, 
ly^  arc  cireumvested  uith  a  ivorld  of  harms. 

But   I  will  watch  ane'  ward, 

And  stand  upon  my  fuard, 

And  still  consult  xvith  you. 

And  Herbert,  and  renew 
My  vows,  and  say,  IVell  fare  his,  and  your  heart, 
The  fountains  of      :h  sacred  wit  and  art. 

/z.  irA. 

Letter  to  Colo7iel  Richard  Venahles 
(1662) 

To  his  Ingenious  Friend,  the  Author,  on  his  "  Angling  linproifJ." 

"  Honoured  Sir, 

"Though  I  never,  to  mv  knowledge,  had  the  happiness  to  sec  ;  our 
face,  vet  accidentally  coming  to  a  view  of  this  discourse  before  it  went  to  the 
fress:  I  hold  myself  oblige.'  in  point  of  gratitude  for  the  great  advantage  I 
recei\ed  thereby,  to  tender  vou  mv  particular  acknowledgments  ;  especially, 
havinii  been,  for  thirty  years' past  not  only  a  lover  but  a  practiser  of  that  inno- 
cent recreation,  wherein,  bv  vour  judicious  precepts,  I  tind  myself  fitted  tor 
a  higher  form  ;  which  expression  1  take  the  boldness  to  use,  because  I  have 
read  and  practised  bv  many  books  of  this  kind  formerly  made  public  :  from 
which,  though  I  received  much  advantage  in  the  practice,  vet,  without  pre- 
judice to  their  worthy  authors,  I  could  never  find  in  them  that  height  of 
judgment  and  reason  which    you   have   manifested  in   this,  as    I   may  call   it, 
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of  Angling  :  .iicc  my  reading  whereof  I  cannot  look  upon  some  nt 
of  my  own  gathering,  but  mcthinks  I  i}o  prifrillti  tructa'-.  But  'est  1  sho 
be  thought  to  go  about  to  magnify  my  own  judgment  in  giving  yours 
>mall  a  portion  of  its  due,  I  humbly  take  leave  with  no  more  ambition  tl 
to  kiss  your  hand,  and  to  be  accounted 

"  i'our  humble  and  thankful  servant^  ^ 

"  /.  //  ."   ; 


Letter  to  Edward  Ward 

{1670) 

[Preserved  among  the  MSS.  in  the  Library  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
printed  in  .X'.Us  hk.I  x^jifrier.  May  17,  1S56!     R.  H.  S.] 

ffor  my  ivorthy  frmcl  AIr.  Knw  ARD  VVard, 

att  Roihn  Templt\  ncre  unto  Lester.     Att 

Mr.  Bahincton.s  att  Rodon  Temple. 


Firs 


I  came  well  from  VVinton  to  London,  about  3  weikes  past  :  at  that  tinii 
left  Do'.  Hawkins  well :  and  my  daftcr  (after  a  greate  danger  of  child  ben 
not  very  well,  but  by  a  late  letter  from  him,  I  heare  they  be  boeth  in  cc 
health. 

The  doctor  did  tell  me  a  gownc  and  some  bookes  of  v''"  were  in  daii:;er 
be  lost,  though  he  had  made  (at  a  distance)  many  inquiries  after  them,  a 
intreat'.,'  others  to  doe  so  too,  but  yet  inefectuallv.  He  theirforc  intreai 
me  to  undertake  a  search  :  and  I  have  donne  it  so  succesfuly  that  upp 
thursday  the  24  instant  they  were  dd  to  that  letter  carryer  that  Inns  at  t 
Rose  in  Smithfeild,  and  with  them  the  Lire  of  M'.  CWrge  Herbert  (and 
others^  wrapt  up  in  a  paper  and  directed  to  you  at  Rodon  Temple,  the  bo<i 
not  tyed  to  the  bundell,  but  of  it  selfe.  The  bundell  cost  me  3'  8  carr\,i 
to  London,  and  I  hope  it  will  now  come  safe  to  your  hands. 

What  I  have  to  write  more  is  my  lieartie  wishes  for  y'  hapiness,  for  1  an 

^  '.  affec.  frend  and  seruant,         ' 

IZAAK    WALTON. 
Acv-  26',  1670. 

L  you  incline  to  write  to  me,  direct  your  letter  to  be  left  at  Air.  (irinsel 
.:  groce  ■  in  Kingstreite  in  Westminster.'  Aluch  good  doe  vou  with  the  boo« 
V,  "^  I  wish  better. 
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Letter  to  •j^Iwriott 
(•^73) 

M'.  Marriotr, 

I  have  received  Bentevolio,  and  in  it  M  .  Her',  lite;  I  think  von  for 
both.  I  have  since  I  saw  you  recei\ed  from  M'.  Milin^tnn  -o  much  ot  M'. 
Hales  his  life  as  M''.  Faringdon  had  writ  ;  and  have  ^n;ide  many  iniiuirie. 
concerning  him,  namely  of  M".  Powny,  of  Windsor  (at  wiiose  liouu-  he  died\ 
and  as  I  have  heard,  so  have  set  them  down,  that  mv  memorv  mi'jht  tKi: 
lose  them.  M''.  Mountague  did  at  my  being  in  VVind.M)r  pri<mise  me  to  sum- 
mon his  memory,  and  set  down  what  he  knew  of  him.  This  I  desired  him 
to  do  at  his  best  leisure,  and  write  it  down,  and  he  that  knew  him  and  all  hi- 
arfairs  best  of  any  man  is  like  to  do  it  very  well,  because  I  think  he  will  do 
it  attectionately,  so  that  if  M'.  Fulman  make  his  queries  concernintr  that  part 
of  his  life  spent  in  Oxford,  he  will  have  many,  and  good,  I  mean  true  infor- 
mation from  M''.  Faringdon,  til!  he  came  thither,  and  \s\  me  and  my  means 
since  he  came  to  Eton. 

This  I  write  that  you  may  inform  M'.  Fulman  of  it,  and  I  prav  let  him 
know  I  will  not  yet  give  over  my  queries  ;  and  let  him  know  that  I  hope  to 
meet  him  and  the  Parliament  in  health  and  in  London  in  October,  and  then 
and  there  deliver  up  my  collections  to  him.  In  the  mean  lime  I  wish  him 
and  you  health;  and  pray  let  him  know  it  either  bv  your  -vritinir  to'him, 
or  sending  iiim  this  of  mine. 

God  keep  us  all  in  his  favour, 

his  and  your  friend  to  serve  vou, 

IZ.AAk    WALTON. 
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Preface  to  "  Thealma  and  Ciearchus  " 

(1678) 

THK    PRKFACE 

I"he  Rculur  will  find  in  this  Book,  what  the  Title  dcclaics,  A  Paste 
History,  in  Mnooth  and  ea>ic  Verse  ;  and  will  in  ic  find  rnany  Hopes  a 
Fears  iinelv  painted,  and  fcelintily  express'd.  And  he  -vill  find  the  first 
often  disappointed,  when  fullest  of  desire  .ind  expectation  ;  and  the  later, 
often,  so  strangelv,  and  so  unexpectedly  reliev'd,  by  an  unforeseen  Providen 
.is  mav  beget  in  him  wonder  and  ama/.ement. 

And  the  Reader  will  here  also  meet  witli  Passions  heightned  by  easie  j 
iit  descriptions  of  Joy  and  Sorrow  ;  and  find  also  such  various  events  a 
rewards  of  ii.nocent  Truth  and  undissembled  Honesty,  as  is  like  to  leave 
him  (if  he  be  a  good  natur'd  Reader)  more  sympathizing  and  virtui 
impressions,  than  ten  times  so  much  rime  spent  in  impertinent,  critical,  s 
needless  Disputes  about  Religion  :  and  I  heartily  wisii  it  may  do  so. 

And,  I  have  also  ihis  truth  to  say  of  the  Author,  that  he  was  in  his  tim 
man  ge.ierallv  known,  and  as  well  belov'd  ;  for  he  was  humble,  and  obligi 
in  ills  behaviour,  a  (Jentlenian,  a  Scholar,  very  innocent  and  prudent :  ; 
indeed  his  whole  life  was  useful,  ciuiet,  and  virtuous.  God  nd  the  Sti 
mav  meet  with,  or  make  all  Readers  like  bini. 

I.  W 

Mix  7,  167S. 

"Thealma  and  Ciearchus"  ends  abruptly  with  this  fragmentary  line  : 

"  Thealma  lives" — 

on  which  Walton  makes  the  characteristic  note : 

Jnii  here  the  Jiithir  i/y't/,  and  I  hcpe  the  Reuder  'xill  be  scrty. 
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Cottons  Verses  to  If^alton 

(1672) 

To  my  Old  and  Mu.u  ll^ortby  /•>.''</./,  Mr.  Izaak  l^alion, 
on  his  Life  ■>_[  Dr.  })jiint\  isc. 


1)  I. 

I'll 


I.  w. 


If^htH  to  a  nation  s   l:ss,  thf  viiti<;u    ,11/; 
Then's  juitly  dui\  from  rjivy  I.  and  iind  fy.-, 
Tbut  can  or  writi\  or  WiYp,  a'l  i/i-^y. 

lyijich  though  it  lu-  th,-  poorer,  J',<ipcii  uv.v, 
The  deht  ive  owe.,  great  iii,riti    ft  dfrus^ 
Yit  it   Is   a/most  ad  that   w;../   /.■:,n  pn;-. 

Jiid  thrsr  an    rnonuiiunts  of  so  short  <iati. 

That,  with    thiir  //irth,   thiy  eft  r,c<iv,    th-ir  ful,  ; 

Dying  ivith   those  whom   thr;  iLouLi  cUntte. 

And  though  to  vnie  gru.'t  rr^rriiui-  i>  liu'. 
Tit  what  most  ports  ivrit,,  prov,s  so  iinirif. 
It  rcndiTs   truth  in  Virse  susp,\t,,{  f.'.. 

Scnuthlng  more  sacnd  then,  or  more  'lair,. 

The  memories  of  virtuous  m-n  require. 

Than  what  may  ivith  thtir  funeral  torch  ix''ir,  : 

This   History  can  give  ;    to  which  ahne 

The  privilege  to  mate  oidivion 

Is  grantid,  whin  denied  /;     russ  anii  st'A!'. 

IVherein,  my  friend,  you  have  a  hand  so  it,re, 
I'our  truths  so  candid  are,  vour  style  so  pur,, 
That  xvhat  you  write  may  rni\-'i  learch  indur,. 

lour  pen,  disdaining  to  he  hrid'd  or  prest. 

Flows  without  vanity  or  interest ; 

yf  vi'tue  zcith  ii:':ch  few  good  pens  i,re  Lie.:. 
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'n 


Hmi  happy  W/n  my  /iiih.r,  th.n^  to  w 
RftCU'ii  from  frtiilt'hi   tind  itnrtii/ity. 

ll'ottin  iin.i  Don>t>\,  a  whom  hi)   tvtl  ivii>   init . 
Jh        nvi'ti  ',}  virlui,  •hpoii,-  and  ivir, 
H    ,,iw  in  funui   itcrriiil  iimuils  wit; 

Il"i>,-r,'  in,    hiii  forttinatily  found    a  flac,,, 
Mtre  fiiithful  ti  him  than  hi>    nuirhl,    tvui  : 
lyhiih  filling  agi;  nir  Jin,,  shu/l    ',r  d.fiUi\ 

A  minu!  '-nt,,  Ibut,  (H  it  Ijiu,  >'■<///  /./>/, 
And  prjv,-  a  monumii!!  to  th,it  dijtic  •! ; 
lt»lt\  hut   with  th,-  uor/d  nit  to    '><■  rui^d. 

A'td  .-.  «,  /',•  th.ir  Jinvify  i/'u/v/iArj, 

Aly  /iith,r''s  gnivf,  part  of  your  friendship  sharfs 

Fjr'viu   h.ivr  honourd  hii  in  strnving  th.in. 

Thu^,  hy  an  iffiii\,  though  piirti.Jar, 
rirtui-'i    ivh-.lr  common  ivral  ohlig,d  t.r,- ; 
For  in  a  virtuous  act  all  good  mm  shtirc. 


And  hy  this  act  th,-  tvorld  is   taught  ti  know. 
That  the-  t'ue  friendship  iv,-  to  m,rit  ow,- 
Is   not  discharg\i  h\   compHment  and  show. 

Hut  your'i  is  fri,-ndship  of  so  pure  a  kind., 
For  all  m,;m  ,-nits  and  interest  so  refined,, 
It  ought  to  be  a  pattern  to  mankind: 

Fir  whereas   mist  mens  friendships   here  beneath,, 
Do  p'-'sh  with  their  friend's   expiring  h>;ath , 
Your,  primes  a  friendship  living  after  death  ; 

By  which   the  generous    IVotton,  •everend  Donne, 
Soft  HerlhTt,  aid  the  Church's  champion.. 
hooker,  are  rcicuej  from  oblivion. 
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h\r   th'jligh   thry     ,iJ)  of  llum    /•/>    lim-    r,    f/Hl, 

ii  nils'//  unto  himsflf  u  monut/i'ily 

lyilh  which  .iinhitiin  might  r,ii  it//  ^vil  iit ; 

I'll  >■•■■•    iiriiit  v.iriC),   th;ugi>  lh>  y  ^-.in   nr-jr    ii,^ 

.■fni  iir,   in  Irtit''  ,Hp,rliit!V,l\  high^ 

.h'    n'j  jii\t   uii,     11    Ilk.    ih'ir  virtiin  h; 

Ricausf   thi-y  il'iw  iiit  Inw  ihi    ///////'if/jn'i  .•'.*,, 

H;  Viirioui   iinti  //.;;i    u  lmir,iht>    Wii\-i, 

III  ought  thi»i  to  /'»•  thi-  oigiim  of  his  prum. 

H-it  whiit  thiir  humhli   ruiiiiity  wouiil  hid,^ 
A'tiii  Writ  /'V  /I'ly  othi-r  inKiin  iliuiitl, 
/s  h\  voiir  lovi-  ii'iii  ililiyiiui   supplinl. 

It'otton  -(I  nohirr  ioul  w<i>  HiVir  h>;il .' — 
,'■«,  h\<  voitr  narrativi-'s  most  rviii  thrmd. 
Through  all  hii  /uhyrinthi  of  'if,    havi-  hi/; 

Through  his  i/,gnis  of  ho>i     •     urn/  of  urls. 
Brought  him  srcure  from  ini ,  s  vrnomd  i/urts, 
It'hich  tire  stiii  /  vi/Pi/  .it  th-  gnutrit  parts  ; 

Through  aii  the  imp/oynrnts  of  his  wit  niid  spirit, 
If^hosi-  ^reat  ffficts  thrse  kingdoms  stiii  inh/rit; 
The  triii/s  the/,    now  trophies  of  his   merit. 

S'li:,  through  disgniee.,  uhieh  oft  t^e  worthiist   '■nv-. 
Through   ilii  state   tempests,  through  eiiel>  wind  and  .  av,. 
And  laid  him  i'l  an   honourable  grave. 

And  yours,  and  the  ivhole  ivoriifs  helovi./  Donne, 
When  1     a  I'.ng  and  ivild  eareer  had  run 
To  the  meridian  of  his  glorious  sun  ; 

And  being  then  an  ohieec  of  much  ruth. 

Led  on  hy  vanities,  in  or  and  yo-'th, 

Jl'^as  long  ere  he  did  find  th.-  way  of  truth  ; 
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By  th--  Kim,    (lu(,  .jflrr  hn  ytuthjul  luing^ 
lyhfri-  oHit  u  wanton  muu'  dolh  iinthtmi   ung. 

jIhJ  though  hy  Go/ti  most  prw.rful  grtic,-  tihn,- 

Hii   hiurt  Will   stttliii  in  nligion  . 

fft  'tit  hy  you  wt  knrM  hnu  it  was   ihnf , 

jind  ininVy  that  having  inicified  vanitiety 
And  fix  d  hit   hope,  ht  clii\i  up  his  mm  eyffy 
And  ihtn   your  frimd  a  mint  and  pr.achfr  difi. 

Th,   mtii   /4nd  Uarnrd  Hooi,r  too,  ,i/mosl 
In  thi-  (Jjunh's  ruini  ov,ruthtlnud  and  hit, 
It  by  your  p,n,  r,'cw,rd  from  tht  dust. 

And  Htrbtrt ;-  -h«  whos,-  education. 
Manners,  and  parts,  by  high  applauses  blown, 
U'as  d.cply  tainted  by  ambition  ; 

And  fitted  for  a  court,  made  that  his  aim  ; 
At  last,  without  regard  to  birth  or  name. 
For  a  poor  country  cure  does  ad  disclaim ; 

IVhere,  with  a  soul  composed  of  harmonies. 
Like  a  svjeet  swan,  he  warbles  as  he  dies. 
His  Mater's  praise,  and         own  obsequies. 

All  this  you  tell  us,  with  t«  good  succn. 

That  our  ohlig\^  posterity  shall  profess 

To  have  been  your  friend,  was  a  great  happiness 

And  nnv,  whrn  many  worthier  would  be  proud 
To  appear  before  you,  if  they  xvere  alloxvJ, 
I  take  up  room  enough  to  serve  a  crowd: 

IVhere,  to  commend  what  you   have  choicely  writ, 
Bolh  my  poor  testimony  and  my  wit 
Are  equalh  invalid  and  unfit : 
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t'i't  //;/)_  Hfid  muih  nmrf,  i,   miit  ih<i,,  ,Ih 
lyhtrt  xuhal   I  ,.      If  m  rlrgant  it>   tru, 
7»  /  '   />•!/  friftm   I  now  or  ,-vit   i»iw. 

/{lit,  my  dmr  fri,ndy  'tis   13,  thu,    ttu  and  /, 

Hy  It  iinr/itinn  0/'  mortulity, 

Irilh  all  tois  gmil,  ami  moiy  proud  wirhi,  mu^l  di, 

In  which  iiliili,   I  ask   >;     rn^rf  of  Jam  , 

Nor  elhfr  monui'itnl  if  homur  ilaim. 

Than  that  of  you,-  truf  frifnd  to  udvatu,    »i\  nan, 

And  if  \cur  r  any  i/irrits   ihnil  have  hr,;l 
An  ahlir  f     .  to  writf  your  Uf,-  whni  dead. 
I  think  on   honeitcr  can  not  bf  r,ad. 

CH,ARLES   COTTON. 
'Jin.  17,  1672. 
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The  first  edition  of  7he   Compleat   yfng/,r  was  thus   advertised  in  The 
Perfect  Diurnall  :  from  Monday,  May  9th,  to  Monday,  May  i6th,  1653: 

"  Tk  Compleat  Angler,  or  the  Conttmplative  M.iris  Recreation,  kein^  a  dur.une  0/ 
Fiih  find  Fishing,  not  unworthy  the  perusal  of  most  Jnglcrs,  of  18  pence  trice 
Written  by  Ix.  Wa.  Also  the  known  Play  of  the  Spanish  Gipsee,  never  ttl'l 
now  published:  Both  printed  for  Richard  Harriot,  to  be  sold  at  hu  shop  in 
Saint  Duns  tan's  Churchyard,  Fleet  Street." 

And  its  publication  was  noted  in  similar  terms  in  the  Mercurius  Politicus : 
from  Thursday,  May  12,  to  Thursday,  May  19,  1653. 


'  This,  the  present  e.iition,  was  issued  iluring  iSyfi-iSg-in  thirteen  monthly  pan-. 
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Folio.  There  were  several  edition-.  The  Latin  original  wa-  nuhli-hcd 
8vo.  London.  1 586. 
Cardanus,  Jerome:  De  Subtilitate,  libri  \\\.  Par,,  i;;i,  Svo.  Norimb,,  |-^o. 
Lugduni,  1 55+.     Basil.     1560  •'    51  • 

Casaubon,  Dr.  Meric  :  Of  Credulity  and    Incredulity  in   thing-.  Natural,  Civil, 

and  Divine.     Lond.     |66S.     8vo.     1670. 
Casaubon  (Isaac)  :  Epistol.x'.     Folio.     Amsterdam.      1709. 

C\LSSIN  (Nicolas),  S.  L  :  The  Holy  Court,  in  three  t(  -es.  Written  in  French  by 
Translated  into  English  by.  Sir  T.  H.  Folio,  Printed  bv  lohn  CousturieV 
M.DC.XXXIII.  •' 

The  title  of  the  original  is, 

La  Cour  Sainte  du  R.  Pcre  Nicolas  Caus^in  de  la  Compagnic  dc  Jesus, 
(The  best  and  most  complete  edition  of  uliich  is  that  of  Bruxelles,  16-1, 
In  2  vols.     4to.)  '       ' 

Churton  (Ralph)  :   Life  of  Alexander  Nowell.     S\o,     Oxford,      1809. 
Coriate  (Thomas')  ;  Traveller  for  the  English  wits  ;  Greeting  from  the  Court  of 

the  Grea;  Mogul.     410.     1616. 
Davenant  (Sir  Wm.)  :   Madagascar,  with  other  Poems.      121110.     London.      163S. 
Dioix)RUs  SicuLus  :  The  History  of  the  World,  Done  into  English,  by  M,(Henrv) 

Cogan.     Lond.     1653.     Fol. 
Donne,  Dr.  John  :   Poems  by  J.  D.,  with  Elegies  on  the  Author's  Death.     Lond. 
John  Marriot.     1633.     Sm.  4to. 
(Of  this  work  it  is  not  improbable  that  Walton  was  the  editor.)      1653,  8m,  ; 

or  l6mo,  1654  :  8vo,  1659. 
Devotions   upon    Emergent   Occasions,  and   severill    Steps   in    my   Sickness. 

i2mo.     London.     1624. 
Ignatius,  his  Conclave.     l6mo.     London.     1611. 
Paradoxes,   Problemes,   Essayes,  Characters,  &c.,  translated  by  J.   Maine,  us 

also  Ignatius  his  Conclave.      121110.     London.      1652, 
Letters  to  Severall  Persons  of  Honour,     Portrait,     4to,     Lond.n.      1654, 
Drayton,  Michael  :   Poly-Olbion.     Lond,,  1612,  in  eighteen  books,  fol.;   1622, 

in  thirty  books. 
Dubravius,  Janus  :    De    Piscinis  et  Piscium   qui   in   eis  aluntur  naturis.  libri   \ . 
1559.     8vo. 
Newc  Book  of  good   Husbandry,  very  pleasant  and  of  great  profite  both  for 
Gentlemen  and  Yeomen,  containing  the  order  and  manner  of  making  fish- 
ponds, &c..  Translated  I'rom  the  Latine.    Black-letter,    4to,    Lond,     1599. 
(See  the  Bibliographical  Preface  to  the  .\merican  Edition  of  Walton's  Angler ) 
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DupoRTi  (Jac.)  :  Liber  Jobi.      165V  | 

Mctaphrasis  Libri  Psalmorum.     410.      1666. 
Trcs  Libri  Salomonis.      izino.      1646. 
F1.ITCHER,  1'hineas  :    The    Purple   Island  ;  or,    the    Isle  of  Man  :    together 
Piicatoric    Eclogs    and    other    Pocticall    Miscellanies   by    P.    F.     C 
"633.     4to. 
Franck  (Richard)  :    A   Philosophical  Treatise  of  the  Original  and  Product 
Things,  Writ  in  America  in  a  time  of  Solitudf.      Svo.      London.      \t 
Flatman  (Thos.)  :   Poems  and  Songs.     Fourth  edit,  with  great  Additions. 
London.      1686.  ' 

Contains  Commendatory  Verses  by  Cotton  ;  and  Flatman's  Vers.s  on  Wi 
also  verses  on  Cotton's  translation  of  the  Commentaries  of  Montliic. 
Gazius  (Antoniue),  of  Padua  :   Corona  Florida  Mcdicim,  sivc  De  Conscrv 

Sanitatis.     Vcn.      1491. 
Gerard,  John  :  The  Hcrball ;  or,  Geneiall   Historic  of  Plantes      Lond 

FoI. 
Gesner,  Conrad  :  De  Piscibvs  ct   Aqvatilibvs  Omnibvs,  libclli   iii.     Lai.   < 
Tigur.     No  date.      i2mo. 
Historia:   Naturalis  Animalium,  libri   v.     Quadrupedum  Avium,   Pi^ciu 
Scrpcntura.     Tigur.      1551-58.    .  3  vols'.     Fol. 
Girafr.     Le  Rivoluzioni  di  Napoli.     Venezia.      1733. 
*'"rotius,  Hugo  :  His  Sophompancas  ;  or  Joseph.     A  Tragedy.     With  Annot 
by  Francis  Goldsmith,   Esq.      Lond.     No  date,  but   printed   about 
Svo. 
GusMAN  (The  English)  ;  or  the   History  of  that  unparalleled  Thief,  Jame.  1 

written  by  G[eorge]  F[idge].     4to.     Lond.      1652. 
Hakewell,  Rev.  George,  D.D.  :  An  Apology  ;  or.  Declaration  of  the    Powe 
Providence   of  God   in    the  Government    of   the    World.      Lond. 
Folio.     In  four  books.      1633.     Folio.     In  six  books. 
Herbert,  Rev.  George  :  The  Temple.     Sacied   Poems   and   Private  Ejacula 

Cambr.     1633.     i2mo. 
Heylin  (Rev.  Peter),  D.D.  :   Microcosmos.     The  Little  Description  of  the  ( 
World.     0.\f.      1622,  1633.     4to. 
Cosmographie.      In  four  books.     Containing   the   Chorographie   and  Hi 
of  th  .  Whole  World,   &c.     Fol.     Correct       and  enlarged,  by  the  au 
London.      1652,  1654,  1666,  1669,  1682. 
JosEPHUs,  Flavius  :  Josephus'  History  ;  or,  the  Antiquities  of  the  Jews.    Tians 

into  English  by  Thomas  Lodge,  M.D.     Lond.      1602.     Fol. 
Jovius  Paulus:  De  Romanis  Piscibus,  libellus.     Folio.     Romi.      1524.     .A 

torati.      1533. 
Lessius,   Leonardus  :   Hygiasticon  ;  or,   the   right  Course  of  preserving  L;f( 
Health  unto  cxtrcam  Old  Age.     Done  into  .English  by  T[imothy]  S[n 
Camb.     1634.      '^mo. 
LiEBAULT  (Dr.  J.)  ;  Maison   Rustique  ;  or,  the  Covntrcy  Farmc  Compyled  ii 
French  Tongue,  by  Charles  Stevens  and  John  Liebavit,  Doctors  of  Phvi 
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together   with 
P.    F.     Camhr. 

1  Production  or 
idon.      16S7 
.dditions.     Svu. 

s.s  on  Walton  ; 

Pontine. 

:  Conservations 

Lond.      1633. 

.     Lai.   (Jerni. 

m,   Pi<cium,  cf 

ith  Annotations 
d   about    1634. 

f,  Jamcb  Hind, 

he   Power  and 
Lond.      1630. 

c  Ejaculations. 

1  of  the  (ireat 

e   and  Historic 
by   the  author. 

vs.    Tian-latcd 

1524.     .Argcn- 

•ving  Life  and 
othy]  S[Miith]. 

impyled  in  the 
rs  of  Phvaicke. 


U(J    ...Tllct,  Practitioiur  111  Ph\ 


Kul.      Load. 


And  Translated  into  English    by   Kw 
Lond.      1616.     Foi. 
LoBti.  (MATTHiAS  de)  :   Nova  Stirpium  .Adversaria 

Plantarumscu   Stirpium   Historiacui  anno.un   c,t   Adversariorum   ^olunicii. 
2  vols.     Pol.     Anterpix,  M.D.LXWI. 
Llc.an    Select  Dialogues  of.  together   with    hi.   true   H„torv.    translated    Iron,  the 
Greek  tnto  Engl.sh  by  Mr.   Francis  Hickes,     4to.     bxtord.      166,.     The 
work  was  published  by  the  son  of  the  auth(,r,  'I'l.onias  Hick-    M  A 
Matthiolus  (Pet.  Anur.)  :   Epistolx  Medicinak>.     Fol       Prag       i-'bi 
MONTAK.NE.  Michael  De:  The  E^saycs.  or,  Morall,  Politicke.'and  Militarye  Dis- 
courses of  Lord  Michael  Dc  Montaigne,  Translated  bv  John  Flori,,.     Lond 
1603,  161 3,  1632.     Fol. 
This  is  the  translation  which  Shakspca.e  used,  as  p.oved  bv  his  autograph  in  a 
copy  of  the  first  edition.  ' 

Moulin  Rev.  Pierre  Du  :  The  Accomplishment  of  the  Prophecies  ;  or.  the  third 
book  in  defence  of  the  Cathoiicke  Faith.  Translated  In  I  Heath  Ovf 
1613.     i2mo.  •  ^ 

OvERBURV  (Sir  Thomas):  The  Wife,  now  the  widow  of,  being  a  mo»t  excellent 
and  singular  Poem  on  the  choice  of  a  wife.     Whereunto  are  added  manv 
vvitty  characters  and  conceited  newes,  written  by  himself  and  <;th -r  learned 
Gentlemen,  hi:  friends.     410.     Lond.      1614. 
It  fiad  '-'.en  published  before  his  death  several   times,  and  iweiiiv  times  before 
the  sJompleat  Angler.      I2ih  edit.,  1622.      13th  edit.,  1632.  '  ifii;i. 
Paolo  Giorio  ue  Pesci  Romano.     410.      Venetia.      i  560. 
Peucer  (Caspar)  :  Comm.  be    Praxipuis   Divinationu.m  Genkkibl- 
'593- 

Ouoted  by  Casaubon.      Pt.  1.,  p.  252. 
Pint     "^ERmNAND  Mende/.  :  The  Voyages  and   Adventures  of  Ferdinand  Mender 
Pinto.     Done   into    English    by    H[enryJ    C[ogan],   Gent.     Lond.      16c i 
rol.  ^-^ 

Pliny,  Junior  :  The  Historic  of  the  World. 
C.  Plinivs  Sccundvs. 
Lond.     1601.     Fol. 

Plutarch  :  The  Lives  of  the  Noble  Grecians  and  Romans  compared  togethe,  by 
that  grave  aiid  learned  Philosopher  and  Historiographer,  Plutarche  of 
Chaerona:.  Translated  out  of  Greek  into  French  by  James  Amvoi,  Abbot 
of  Bcllozanc,  &c.,  and  out  of  French  intoEnglishe  by  Thomas  North  (Escj. 
Controller  to  the  Household  to  Queen  Elizabeth)  Lond 
Fol.  1 63 1.  Fol. 
Robinson  (Will.)  :     History    ano    Antiquities    of    Tottenha.m. 

London.     184.6. 
Ro.vDELETius,   GuLiELMus  :    Libri  de   Piscibus    Marinis  ;    in  quibus 

effigies  express!  sunt.     Ludg.      1554.     Fol. 
Royal  Society  :  The  Philosophical  Transactions.     Vol.  vi.     Lond. 
S.'.LviA.NDs,  Hippolytus  :  Aqvatilivm,  Animalivm  Histora.-.     Rom. 


Fraiicoturti. 


Commonly  the  Naturall  Hi^K.r*  of 
Translated  into  English  by  Philemon  Holland,  f      >. 


(Esq. 

'557,  1579- 
2    vols.      8vo. 

vcr.f  Pisciuin 

1671.     4to. 
1554.     Fol. 
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Sandkrson    (Ro«t,    Bp.)  ;     KpiscofAtv    not     rrcjudicia!    to    Regal    Power.  [ 

London.      1673. 
Sandys,  GtORGE  :  A  Relation  ot  a  Journey  begun  An.  Doni    l6io.      L:>n<i.     I 

Fol.     1670.  '  ! 

ScALKJERi    (Jul.   C^s.)  :  Kxcrcitationes  dc    Sablitital   ad    Hicronymio   Cards 

Francof.      161 :. 
Skneia  (Luiius  Annaus)  :  The  Worke«  both   Morrall  and   Naturall  of.     'I 

iatcd  by  Tho.  Lodge,  D   of  Phys.     Kol.     London.      1614. 
SioNEV,  Sir  Philip  :  The  Countess  of  Pembroke's  Arcadia.     Lond.     1655. 

6th  edit.,  1627.  i 

TopstLL,  Rev.  Enw.  :  The  Historie  of  fui re-footed  Bcastes.     Lond.      1607. 
The  History  of  Serpents  ;  or,  the  Secondc  Booke  of  Liuiiig  Crcaturc>.    I 

1608.     Fol. 
Valdesso  (Signor)  :  The  Hundred  and  Ten  Considerations  of— (First  wriit 

Spanish,  thence  into  Italian,  by  Coeiius  Secundus  Curio,  of  Basil,  th 

translated  by  Nicholas  Farrar.     410.     At  Oxford,  1638. 
Walton  (I/\ak)  :  Life  of,  including  Notices  of  his  Contemporaries,  by  '.  '1 

Zoueh.      25  plates,  wood-cuts,  &c.     London.      1824. 
y>  .j.LER  (F.dmund)  :  Poems.    Fifth  edit.,  8\o.   London,  i6S6  ;  Tenth  edit.,  1 

London,  1722. 
Wharton   (Thomas),   M.D.  :    Aderographia  ;    sivc   Clnndularum    totius  Coi 

Dcscriptio.   8vo.,  Lond.,  1656  ;  1  imo.,  Amstel,  1659;  !2mo.,  Vcsali.t, 
WoTTON,  Sir  Henrv  :  RcliquiK  Wottoniana?.     Lond.      1651.      l2mo. 
Xenophon  :  The   Life  of  Cyrus,  translated  bv   Philemon   Holland,  M.D.     I 

16^2.     Fol. 
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Power.      8k, 
L;>nd.      1615 

lio   Card»nuf'i. 

ill  of.     Trail 
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.     1607.     F..!. 
caturo.    Ldiui. 

'irst  wriitoi'  m 
Basil,  thcMcc) 

cs,  by  '.  'i()m.i> 

th  edit.,  i2m'>. 

;otius  Corpon- 
Vcsali.t,  1671 
10. 
M.D.     Lond 


BOOKS    IN    THE    CATHEDRAL    LIBRARY, 

SALISBURY,  FORMERLY  BELONGING 

TO    IZAAK   WALTON 


Lotul.      1616.      Iz.  Ha/tin. 
Lond.    n.  d.    Jzitak  lf',i/ten,  pri.r  41 


6J.    ,Vsf. 


10. 
II. 

12. 
13- 

'4- 
iv 
16. 

'?■ 
18. 


ALf  2S, 


King  jAMEb's  Works.     FoI 

Chakon  of  Wisdcm.     4to. 
1652. 

Heyun's  Microcosmus.     4fo.      1621.      Izaat  IKilton. 

HeyLrN's  Parable  OF  THt  TARts.    410.    i6.-9.    Izaak  Ifultox,  frta- 
^d^f),  iy  Mr.  RicharJ  M.iryctt. 

Shute's  Divine  Cordials  in  X  Sermons.      410.      1644.      /z^,,^  //'„//,« 

Bishop  Reynolds   Treatise  ok  the  Passions.     410.      1640.     h,i.ii  If'alton 

Dr.   Thomas  ^    -.ler's  Abel  Rkdivivus,      4to.      1651.      Iz.uik  Ifaltcn 

Hammond's,  T.  e  Christian's  O.ilk;/ tions  to  Peace  and  Charity    X  Sermovs 
4to.      1649.     Iz.aak  ll'alion. 

Camerarius'    I,ivin<;    Library.      Fol.      Lond.      1621.      IzMk   ir,lt,„.     f/tv,; 
mte  by  my  lery  good  friend.  Ma'-  htnri  ffieU,  July  29,  1634. 

Richard  SiBHEs' The  Saint's  C   RDiALE.     Fol.      1658.     izauk  If.ilton,  \6^i 

Patrick    Symson  s    Hi.torie    of   the   Church.     410.      Lond.     1624       Izauk 
n  alt  on. 

Dr.  Donne's  Letters.     410.     Lond.      165 1.      Iz/iak  H;,;t,n. 

Mornay,  of  the  Christian   R^limon.     410.      1617.      Iza.ik  If'.ilton,  Juh  : 

1621.  '    J      .      ■!■< 

Cowper's  Heaven  Opened.     410.      1613.      Liter  Izak  Walton. 
Cowley's  WORKS.      Fol.      1674.      Iz.iak  Ifallon,  \(>^i. 
Donne's  80  Sermons.      Fol.      1640.     Izaak  W.,hjn. 

tfa 


Ovid's  Metamorphoses,  by  G.  S[andys].     Fol.      1622.     ' Izaak  Walton 


19.  SiBBEs'  Returning  Backslider.     410.     Lond.      165 


50.      On  the  title: 


price. 


Of  this  hint  nan  lit  tUi  juit  frahe  it  gh'en, 
Hia^cn  tuds  in  him,  before  ht  ■zveia  r  htavt.u 
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2C.    Et/nmU!.,     SoCRATfS     AND     F.V  AflKlt'S,     KlTLKSIAsTIC  M      Hl^TOilM.        F')l      ! 

i6j6. 

On  \W  ht-le.if,  ttavA,  Ft.m  :x  djn.irii,  l.n  hr.,kt.  \ 

On  Ihr  lillr  y.tft,  /.-.;j<  tfjil  i. 
On  ilif  in«iHr  ,A  t\\e  cuvrr  in  W.illnn'i  wniinu  ; 

'•At  hi«  c»pueriiiin  tjlcr  iiul  cil  Jerrniy  thr  wiv«  "f  m.ii  ;    ,•  not  in  hi'  .iwnr  fan.  i 
"  Lik»  .lilt,  il>  ir.  Irttrr  ti.  Tilman 
"Anit  nn  !ir  I'hillp  Siilnry<  Silnn. 

"On  thi«  b"i)ltr  fnlyci  jS,  |iinin«  ami  pMlm<  w""  w.i<  hi>  holy  rrcrrntiim  ihe  l.ilin 
hi«  lifr  ami  i<  now  hi»  implnymrnl  in  hrvrn  whtre  hf  makn  new  dilliei  in  hit  praine 
t(c>.l  In  1  p«T«im«  ti>  whiimi-  hr  ([Inrir.  Anl  hi>  hrttir  part  ii  now  doinn  that  in  hravt 
vva«  mo.t  of  hi<  iniplnyinfnt  on  tarih  ma(!nyfyir,g  the  mcrcin  an.!  m,ikiiiy(  himns  in  i 
tlitni,  to  that  ft\'\  In  whomr  br  j;liiry  ami  hom.r. 

"  Vfw  Hi>i>kirr<  prffacr  j  ami  hookrr  ;?6  anil  jiq. 

"  Vrw  thf  vcr<f«  bclorr  Sanili  ^jalmi  ani.  Sir  Tho.  Hiiikin?  hi»  Honace,  <lot  .l,,n 
md  thr  rlr^id  on  him. 

•'  I"  liravfii  whrr  hi<  imploymfnt  is  to  ling  nirh  hininn  it  hr  maHr  on  crth  In  pf  k. 
jtoi!  M  «homr  br  glory  .in.l  honor. 

'•  Hit  ■Irih  »:»  ihr  proloi!  to  jnyr  anil  thr  end  of  troblr. 

"  Vrw  Cbiiillryi  tlrpici  an.l  godolphins  on  Ooi'  .'nnr  whrrr  thry  arr  scr.itchl  ami 
ricgirt  op  Ci'twritr. 

**  Vcw  I)  iL.  Corrna  flcvotion^.  ' 

"  Vrw  it  r  complrtr  woman  of  a  goo.l  gracr.      Vrw  thr  penygerick  on  Mr.  Harvir. 
"  M.ike  )ii«   ilCTcription   that    hi-   was   I"  for  hit  comoli-iion,  then  hii  behavioui,  i 
stature,  thr',  hi>  ili«our«i-  in  my  ior.i  grace  to  the  honor  that   hr  wan  likr  the  ilove 
gall. 

*' Hoc' tayli",  living  anil  ilying. 

'•.lot'  Priiliei.  I 

•'  M'  Goulilimithrt  poem.     Vo««iu«  ther."  * 

SiBBis' Soul's  Conflict  [was  bequeathed  in   his  will  to  his  son.]      163;.     n 

'636. 
SiBBFs     iRuistn  Rt.tD  [was  bequeathed  in  his  will  to  his  daughter.] 
Dr.  Donnf's  Ser.mons  [wa«  heqjcathed  in  his  will  to  Dr.  JIawkins.] 
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*  From  Sii  Harri«  Nicolas't  F.ilition. 
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fAppenJix 
Walton  on  His  Own  Times 

Of  the  Religiotu  D...,nm,u  of  tic  Vermi.     I  rem  ,i,,- 
"  Life  of  H,joker" 

And  to  heighten  all  thcM.-  .li^contci.t.  and  .l.„,.erH   rhcr.-  «,        I 
up;,  eenerat.on  of  godless  men  ;  men  tint  ha    C^  l'  ''"'  'P'""!^ 

own  Tust,  and  delusions,  and  s,/highlvt .,  a  ,he  hi'  ^T"  ""'  '"  '^'" 
Spirit  and  the  inward  light  of  the.^  oln''^::  1  ^^.^.e  'X  /hrrh':':  '"   "'^ 

very  slaves  of  vice,  and  had  thercbv  sinn.-.l  ,1 i      '  ^  hecan.e  the 

which  they  would!  but  could  ni^t.hri'intTtlK.f'^LV'^''^'  "'  '"" 
even  to  human  nature  i-for  th.  Heathens  belie  ye  th^      'h  "  '"'^'"'R"-"" 

.  but  these  had  sinned  thems.lve.  into at-k  .  ,at  tl  t  ''  "'" P^'V:  ^'"''^  ' 
hnding  nothing  in  themse-lves  but  wh't  was  wtlc  ,a,  ' ''L'^''''u '"'^  "'' 
wish  what  they  were  not  able  to  ho,i  f.^n^'  « r,  """''"^''  ^^^^'  '" 
l.ke  th.  beasts  that  peri _h  •  "  and  in  wl^ Jd  com^^  v- Jh  ".  "'ehe  Af,"  "^ 
sanctuary— were  so  bod  as  to  sav  so     fh«,.„K  Ik  ^  Atheist's 

I.,  is  left  alone  at  midnight,  may  wish'  but  s^u,  rh^^rM  "'  '"  "^'■'"''  "''-' 
into  a  belief  that  there  if  no'(3.  In  othi!  wr  tchcJl  h.-!:;  K  ""  ''  ..^■"" 
many  had  then  sinned  themselves.  ^^^ctchtd,  thir.  reprobate  condition, 

And  now,  when  the  Church  was  pestered  with  them   and  «,i,h     ii    u 
..ther  fore-named  irr  .ularities  ;  when  her  lands  were       da  .^t^. I      "'""' 
her  power  at   east  nciylectpd    m.l  »,„,  ^  uangtr  of  alienation, 

andLch  heresies  arKaiirattenJ  tKi  ""  i"  T" '^  T"^  "'^'^^ 
act  in  spiteof  authority:— in  this  extremitv  ,.n'  T    ^  , ''"'"'^  ^»  g'"^"-"  and 
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sacred  memorv   anH  ,>f  ^u         •        '  "•*'  ^^  "■''  ^  "i^n  of  reverend  and 
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Of  the  N'»uonfnrmi5ts.     Irom  the  "  Ufe  of  Hooker  " 

In  which  mimbi  >i  N()ii-confc»rmi»t»,  th<»u>;h  »(>mc  inidht  be  -lii 
wcll-inMiiiiiK  men  iwc  imJiHTcct  /.cal  mifjht  be  »•>  like  charity,  a*  ih 
to  cover  a  inultit.iUt  of  their  error.  ;  yet  of  ...i*  party  thcr?  were  main 
were  po^seMed  with  a  hi(jh  .Ic-rce  <,f  spiiitual  wickedness  ;  1  mean  w. 
innate  re>tle«,  pride  and  mahcc  i  I  do  not  mean  the  vis.be  carnal  >i 
oluttonv  and  drunkenness  and  the  like,  -from  which,  n<K.d  Lord,  ddiv, 
—but  »in»  of  a  hiRher  n..ture,  because  thev  arc  more  unlike  ^»<h'.  «'"" 
CJod  of  love,  and  mcrcv, ;  'd  order,  and  iK-acc  :  and  more  like  the  Uevil 
is  not  a  glutton,  nor  can  be  drunk,  and  yet  is  a  Devil :  but  i  mean 
spiritual  wickednesses  of  malice  and  revenue,  and  an  opposition  to  ;;< 
mcnt:  men  that  jove.l  to  be  the  authors  of  misery,  which  is  properly  his 
that  is  the  enemy  and  disturber  of  mankind  i  .  ui  thereby  greater  s 
than  the  glutton  or  drunkard,  though  some  will  n„i  b«;licvc  it.  And  . 
party  there  were  also  many,  whom  prejudice  and  a  furious  /cal  had  so  bl 
■M  to  make  them  neither  to  hear  reason,  nor  adhere  to  the  ways  o»  | 
men  that  wcic  the  very  dregs  and  jK-st  of  mankind  ;  men  whom  priti 
self-conceit  had  m  idc  to  over-value  their  own  pitiful  crooked  wisdom  so 
as  not  to  be  ashamed  to  hold  foolish  and  unmannerly  disputes  against 
men  whom  they  ought  to  reverence,  and  those  laws  vvhich  they  oup 
oboy  ;  men  that  laboured  and  joyed  first  to  find  out  the  laults.and  then 
evil  of  (Jovcrnment,  and  to  be  the  authors  of  confusion  ;  men  whom 
pany,  and  conversation,  and  custom  had  at  last  so  blinded,  and  m, 
insensible  that  these  were  sins,  that  like  those  that  perished  in  the  gam 
of  Korah,  so  these  died  without  repenting  of  these  spiritual  wickedness 
which  the  practices  of  Coppinger  and  Racket  in  their  lives,  and  the  d< 
them  and  their  adherents,  are,  Gcd  knows,  too  sad  example  ,  and 
to  be  cautions  to  those  men  that  are  inclined  to  the  like  spiritual  w 

nesses.  ...  i 

And  in  these  times  which  tended  thus  to  contusion,  there  were  als.. 
of  these  scruple-mongers,  tiiat  pretended  s  tenderness  of  conscience,  re 
to  tak-  an  oath  before  a  lawful  Magistr..  ■ :  and  yet  these  very  men  ii 
secret  Conventicles  did  covenant  and  swear  to  each  other,  to  be  .iNsiduo 
faithful  in  using  their  best  endeavours  to  set  up  the  Hresbyterian  doctri 
discipline  ;  and  both  in  such  a  manner  as  they  themse'ves  had  not  yet 
onj  but  up  that  government  must.  To  which  end  there  were  man 
wandered  up  and  down  and  were  active  in  sowing  discontents  and  sc. 
by  venomous  and  secret  murmiirings  and  a  dispersion  of  scurrilous  pan 
and  libels  against  the  Church  and  State  ;  but  especially  against  the  Hi 
by  which  means  together  with  venomous  and  indiscreet  sermons  the  ct 
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(copie  kcamc  «)  fanatic,  as  to  believe  ine   Hi*h.m,  to  h<-  Antic'in-t   an.l  .h. 
onlvob,trtK.or.oMJ.KlV  discipline-  and  a.   1.1   .u„u    .^  thirwer  /  ',  en 
mer  to  .o  bUKulv  a  zeal,  and  ,uch  other  dcpcrate  del.Mon,,  as   ,.,   ,i,ul   .',., 
text  ,n  the  Revelat.on  ot  .V.  John  that  Antu  Uu,  «a.  „.  iJ-  ..,,,..  J  C,C 
,*o;d      So  tha     those  very  men,  that  began  u„h  ,,,ul..f  and  m-ek  ,K-t,f,on< 
pr.Kecdcd   to  admcmitum,  .    the.i   to  >atirKal   remonstrances  ,    ..r,d  at   list-' 
havrng,  like  Ab«lom,  numbered  wh..  was  not,  and  who  was,  (or  their  cause 
thcv  g.»'  a  »up,M,,ed  certamtv  of  .o  great  a  party,  that  they  durst  threaten  hrs, 
the   Brshop,,  and     hen    the   Ouecn  a.,d   I'ariran.ent,  to  all  which   f        were 
secretly  encouraged  by  the  Karl  ot   Leicester,  then  ,„   ,reat   ^a^.n.r  ..    n   h.r 
Maicsty,  and  the  reputed  chcnsher  and  patron-jrcieral  of  these  nretentlers  r 
tenderness  of  ^""^cicnee  ;  his  design  being,  by  then  means,  ,„  bnng  such  an 
odunn  ui)on  the  Bishops, as  to  procure  an  alienation  ,.|  their  lands  and  .  Iirc'e 
proportum  of  them  for  hnnself :    which  avaricious  desire  had  at  last  s.,  blii.deU 
his  reason,  that   his  ambitious  and   greedy  ho|K.s  seemed  to  put  him    into   , 
present  poucsMon  of  Lambeth  House. 

Of  ihe  Restoration.     From  the  "  Life  nf  SandenoH" 

Towards  the  end  of  this  year,  1659,  when  the  many  mixed  sects,  and  their 
creators  and  merciless  protectors,  had  led  ..r  driyen  each  <.ther  int!.  a  whirl- 
pool of  confusion  :  when  ama/.ement  and  fear  had  sei/.ed  then>,  and  their 
accusing  consciences  gave  them  an  inward  and  fearful  imellmence,  that  the 
god  which  they  had  long  served  was  now  ready  to  pay  them  such  war-es  as 
he  does  always  reward  witches  with  for  their  obeying  him  when  these 
wretches  were  come  to  foresee  an  end  of  their  cruel  reign,  by  our  Kinir's 
return;  and  such  sufferers  as  Dr.  Sanderson-and  w  .h  him  many  of  the 
oppressed  Clergy  and  others-could  foresee  th.  loud  of  thei^  afflictions  would 
b^  dispersed  by  it  ;  then,  in  the  beginning  ot  the  year  f  ,  ,wing,  the  Kini; 
was  by  God  restored  to  us  and  we  to  our  known  laws  and  liberties,  and  a 
general  joy  and  peace  seemed  to  breathe  through  the  three  nations.  Then 
were  the  suffering  Clergy  free.l  from  their  se^uestmion,  restored  to  their 
revenues,  and  to  a  liberty  to  adore,  praise,  and  pray  to  God  in  such  order  as 
'^elr  consciences  and  oaths  had  formerly  obliged  them. 
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p.ee  7.— Join  OffUy.—Son  and  heir  of  Sir  John  Offley,  of  M'^eley. 
count/ of  Stafford,  Knight,  and  great-grandson  of  Sir  Thomas  Offley  wh 
Lord^ayor  of  London  in  .5^7.  John  Offley. '." 7''°" ;^"^°J ''/'/' 
succeeded  his  father  in  164^  and  was  twice  married  ;  first  to  Dorothy  da, 
of  Sir  John  Lidcott,  of  Mousley  in  Surrey;  and  secondly,  to  Mary  daugh 
Thomas  Broughton.  of  Broughton  in  Staffordshire  He  died  m  1658  leavr 
his  second  wife,  John,  who  was  thirteen  years  old  in  1663,  Thomas,  the 
Twelve  ;  and  Mziy,  who  became  the  wife  of  Sir  W^Uoughby  Aston,  of  As, 
the  county  of  Chester,  Bart.  John  Offley,  the  eldest  ^o".  '^q"'"^  C'' 
Cheshire,  in  right  of  his  wife.  Ann,  daughter  and  co-heiress  "f  John  Crew  < 
place.  Esq.,  by  whom  he  had,  first,  John;  second  Crew ;  third,  Mary 
married  Robert  Viscount  Kilmorrey.  John  Offley,  his  son  and  heir,  assum, 
name  of  Crew,  and  died  in  1749,  l"vi"8  John  Crew,  of  Crew  Esq.  h^s, 
heir,  who  was  living  in  I75«,  three  other  sons,  and  three  ^'-^ghters.  Crew 
of  Wichner.  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  the  second  son.  married  Maiy.  daugl 
Sir  Thomas  Lawrence,  of  Chelsea  ;  and  dying  m  173?.  l«ft,  by  her.  tw< 
lohn  Offley,  of  Wichner.  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  living  unmarried,  anc 
thirty-four  in  1751.  »nd  Lawrence  Offley.  who  died  in  1749.  ""'"""ed-*'' 
tie  College  of  Arm  marked  C  36  and  3  D  i+.  This  dedication  is  not  tK 
evidence  of  a  personal  acquaintance  between  the  families  of  Walton  and  Of 
John  Offley  proved  the  will  of  Agnes  Walton,  of  the  parish  of  Madelcy, 

"Thf  pfeS  Kd  Cr^we  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Walton's  John  Offl, 
the  dedication  of  this  latest  edition  of  Tie  Cmpltat  AngUr,  is,  therefore,  so 
but  the  due  payment  of  an  hereditary  compliment.  ■    .       j  c 

Offley's  house  has  been  erroneously  stated  to  be  the  large,  timbered,  b 
than  house,  near  Madelcy  Pond,  bearing  across  its  front  the  quaint  insci 
H^alk  on  knave,  wiat  looht  at.  Actually  it  was  situated  about  a  mile 
south  of  the  village,  and  all  that  now  remains  of  it  is  a  ruined  gatev 
shown  in  Mr.  New's  sketch  on  page  5.  About  this  ruin,  which  stands 
middle  of  a  field  to  the  right  of  the  road,  there  are  many  mounds  and  tr, 
which  give  some  hint  of  the  ground  plan  of  the  old  house.  The  place  is 
among  the  natives  as  "  Manor  Moat "  (or  Mote  ?). 

394 


K 


Notes 


Madeley  Pond  is  still  ■  resort  for  anglers,  and  like  every  old  oond,  boasts  its 
legends  ot  marvellous  pike.  No  doubt  Walton  used  to  fish  in  it,  and  there  is  a 
tradition  in  the  district  that  a  large  stone  used  to  stand  at  the  side  of  the  pool,  on 
which  he  had  carved  his  "  I.  W.",  but  the  stone  has  long  since  disappeared. 

Page  8. — honest  Nat.  and  R.  Roe. — These  friends  of  Walton's  have  never  been 
identified. 

Page  8. — Mr.  Hales  {a  most  valiant  and  excellent  fencer). — Mr.  Egcrton  Castle, 
in  his  Schools  and  Masters  of  Fence  (1892),  refers  to  the  fact  of  Hales'  The  Private 
School  of  Defence  being  mentioned  by  Walton,  but  he  adds  no  further  information 
about  the  book  or  its  author.  Mr.  Thimm,  in  his  Complete  Hibliography  of  Fencing 
and  Duelling,  also  refers  to  Walton,  but  also  adds  nothing  further  to  our  knowledge. 


Pages  11-19. — Writers  of  Commendatory  Verses. 

Jo.  Floud,  Mr.  of  Arts,  and  Rob.  Floud,  C. — Brothers  of  Walton's  first  wife, 
Robert  being  the  elder  son,  and  John  th^  second  son,  of  (Robert .')  Floud  of 
Canterbury,  who  had  married  Susannah,  daughter  of  Thomas  Cranraer  of  Canter- 
bury.   Robert  Floud,  the  famous  Rosicrucian,  was  a  connection  of  the  family. 

Ch.  Harvie,  Mr.  of  Arts. — Probably  Christopher  Harvey,  Vicar  of  Clifton,  in 
Warwickshire,  born  I  597,  lived  till  1663  and  perhaps  after.  In  Part  I.,  Chap  V., 
Walton  quotes  a  poem  by  him  on  Common  Prayer,  which  is  included  in  The 
Synagogue,  a  collection  of  sacred  poems  (supplementary  to  Herbert's  Temple),  of 
which  the  authorship,  before  doubtful,  seems  thus  established  as  Harvey's. 

Tlio,  fVeaver,  Mr.  of  Arts. — The  son  of  Thomas  Weaver,  of  Worcester.  He 
entered  of  Christ's  Church,  Oxford,  in  1633,  being  then  seventeen  years  of  age,  and 
took  his  Master's  degree  in  1640,  about  which  time  he  was  made  one  of  the 
chaplains  or  petty  canons  of  the  cathedral.  He  was  ejected  by  the  Parliament  in 
1648,  when  "he  shifted  from  place  to  place,  and  lived  upon  his  wits."  After  the 
Restoration,  he  was  made  an  exciseman  at  Liverpool,  and  was  commonly  called 
"Captain  Weaver"  ;  but  "prosecuting  too  much  the  crimes  of  poets,"  he  died  at 
Liverpool,  on  the  3rd  of  January.  1662-3.  W'  works  arc  :  Songs  and  Poems  of 
love,  1654;  Choice  Drollery,  with  Songs  and  Sonnets,  1656.  Wood's  Athen.  Oxen., 
quoted  by  N. 

Edte.  Potael,  Mr.  of  Arts. — Probably  the  Edward  Powel  "of  the  borough  of 
Stafford,  Minister,"  whose  son  Charles  took  his  degree  of  B.A.  in  1666,  became 
Rector  of  Cheddington,  and  was  the  author  of  The  Religious  Rebel.  Wood's 
Fasti  Oxon. 

An  "Ed.  Powel,"  and  most  likely  the  same  penon,  addressed  some  com- 
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pliracntary  verses  to  his  "very  worthy  and  most   ingenious  friend,   N 
Shirley,"  which  arc  prefixed  to  Shirley's  Poems,  1646. — N. 

Henry  Bayley,  Artium  Mugister. — Between  these  verses  and  the  lines 
Floud,  there  was  printed  in  the  second  edition  a  long  poem  by  Alexandi 
to  whom  Walton   addressed    his    eclogue    of   Damon   md  Dorus,   but 
unexplained  reason  it  was   omitted   in    the   three   subsequent   editions. 
Bayley"  was  printed  "Henry  Bag/ey"  in  the  second,  third,  and  fourth 
A  Henry  Bagley  was  minister  of  the  Savoy  from  1623  to  1625. H. 

Jaco:  Dup.,  D.Z).— James  Duport,  S.T.P.,  Master  of  Magdalen 
Cambridge,  1668,  and  became  Dean  of  Peterborough  on  the  27th  of  Ji 
He  was  the  son  of  John  Duport,  who  assisted  in  the  translation  of  Kin 
Bible  ;  was  a  Fellow  f  Trinity  College,  Cambridge;  afterwards  Pn 
Greek  in  that  University  ;  and  died  about  1679.  Fuller's  Church  Hist 
p.  46.  Walton,  in  his  life  of  Herbert,  savs  that  Dr.  Duport  had  colic 
published  Herbert's  Poems,  In  a  collection  of  Latin  poems,  by  Dean 
entitled  Mus^  Suksechrr,  printed  in  8vo,  1676,  the  verses  in  the  text,  anc 
Walton's  Life  of  Herbert,  W\\\  be  found  pp.  loi,  118,  371.  A  short  ai 
this  person  is  given  by  Bishop  Kennett  in  the  Lansdowne  MSB.,  986,  98; 

Duport  was  the  author  of  a  curious  and  learned  work  (in  my  colle 
which  Sir  Harris  seems  not  to  have  known  :  Homeri  Gnomologia,  Duplici 
ismo  illustrata  ;  Una  ex  Loiis  S.  Scripturre,  quibus  Gnoma  Homericte  aut  pr 
aut  non  prorsus  absimiles ;  Altera  ex  Gentium  Scriptoribus,  etc.,  loci  Panih 
Jacobum  Duportum,  Cantabrigiensem  Grrecte  Linguce  nuper  Professorem  Ret 
Cantab.,  1660.  It  abounds  in  critical  and  other  notes,  and  has  a  fanciful  d 
to  what  he  calls  a  quaternion  of  his  pupils,  Edward  Cecil,  John  Kn 
Henry  Puckering,  and  Francis  Willoughby. — B. 

A  feeble  translation  of  Duport's  lines  by  Archdeacon  Wrangham  is  to 
in  his  Life  of  Zouch,  vol.  ii.  441. 

Pagc.2i. — fou are  aell overtaken,  gentlemen — The  dialogue  fori 

course,  long  been  a  traditional  literary  vehicle  when  Walton  used  it, 
fact,  as  old  as  literature.  It  has  been  suggested  that  he  took  a  h; 
Plutarch's  Dialogue,  "  Whether  Water  or  Land  Animals  are  the  most  C 
Herc-hachius'  "Husbandry,"  translated  by  Googe,  and  the  "  Trci 
Fysh  ge  with  an  angle,"  attributed  to  Dame  Juliana  Berners,  may  possi 
been  read  by  him  ;  but  for  the  opening  sentences  he  is  more  specifically  inc 
"A  Treatise  of  the  Nature  of  God  "  (1599),  attributed  to  Bishop  Morton 
close  is  the  "striking  resemblance"  (as  Nicolas  calls  it)  between  the  ■;< 
openings  of  the  two  books,  will  be  seen  by  this  quotation  from  the  "T 
the  conversation  being  carried  on  between  a  "  Gentleman,"  and  a  "  Schol 

"  Gent.  Well  overtaken,  sir  ! 

Scholar.  You  are  welcome,  gentleman  ! 


friend,   Mr.    lair.-. 


ham  is  to  be  found 


Notes 

Scholar.  As  far  as  York  ' 

According   to   Nicolas,  "  many  other  parts  of  rh.  .T       •     , 
been  imitated  both  by  Walton  and  Cotton  "  ''"'     'PP"^  '°  *"'^': 

P»ge"— '/^7?.'/<-^.-/ //.;,.. /«7/,^^,;y,„._Wc  are  able  in. V     r-       - 
first  „me  to  g.ve  posu.vc  and  accurate  information  abou     hi    od'"^"'"",^^''' 
reiTiins  of   it    to-day    s    ncoroorateH   in    f^„   v  °''*   '""•     A"  that 

.se,'^ituated  on  tL  east  sTof  the  main  strtr'  T  ?"'^'^  ""=  "  B'^-"y 
.ces.     The  greater  part  of  tht  hn  i  T1T?}\V'^  ?!<^d  -  Messrs.  Christie's 


„&.         -ri,  .    ""■  "'  ^""^  "i^'"  street,  and  used  a.; 

oftces.    The  greater  part  of  this  house  belongs  to  "the  old  in,,. 


See  illustration 


Page  21. — Theobald's. — The  site  of  Thpoh^M'o  d  i  ■■ 
of  the  road  to  Ware,  at  the  distance  of  Twelve  iL^'r"  '"r"  'J'"''^  '°  '^'^  ^^"' 
of  Cheshunt.  It  was  built  about  „6o  Tv  Sir  Wl  1  '"r^"",'^°"' ""  '^'^  P""^'' 
Burleigh,  and  is  said  to  have  been  firs't  intend.^  '"  ^''i!''  "^''^^"'"''^  ^^'^ 
residence  of  his  younger  son.  Queen  Elizabeth  h.  J'  '  k""""  "Z"^'""  ^°^  '^'^ 
.n  .564.  her  minister  was  induced  oenlarSt  ■  an7^h  "'""^'^  '\  ^^'"^  »  ^'^i' 
upon  a  more  extensive  scale   in    ic-l       Her  v  V,     ?  completed   the  whole 

Burleigh's  diar,,  were  repeated"tei\^mes  beTwe^  n'\  ".'^'^^^  .T^^n^^?  '^°.''' 
Robert  Cecil,  his  son,  afterwards  Farl   nf  <:,i;  u      ^'  '9/-     In  1603,  Sir 

Firstatit,onhis  wayVroTscotand  oLondlf  wJiLnT'""^  ^"f  ^^'"^  "'<= 
of  the  crown  ;  and  in  1606  eave  him.  <?     ^'  ^^  """^  '°  '^''^  Possession 

the  Palace  and  Manor  were  exchan.Td  for  h  '^"'""'"T''^  '  ^°°"  "f"'"  ^^ich 
Theobald's  became  afte'wardToSe  of  K.'n^  lamr-^f"'  "'^'''  '^  ''=""  ''^  "»'fi<='<l- 
and  he  died  there,  March  2-  h    ,6.-      ,f  .'  ''"  P"'"  °^  '"irement, 

dence  with  his  su  censor,  vvhoten^f,;,''i"fr,^^^  ""  °"*"^""'  ?'""  °*' ^"i" 
of  the  army.     Nordon.  in  his  d^scr  ption  o  ,f+';  .!°  ^^^  ''™''^""  =■'  ''''^  '^"'^ 

the  state  and  beauty  Lr^of  It  C  .,  ■,  f^°"^'^"''J^y''  "To  speake  of 
dclightfull  walkes   and  nil, „,        ^  >     dcscrveth,   for  curious  bui'^jnges, 

verj^gloriour  ,'d  e'lleganftrbe  s^n"''"' 7r''l^f"^  ""^  °'^"  'hfng 

little  leatise;  and  hfrLe, ease  I  shin  '^'\''^'  \^''''  P^'^"  "^  this 
tion  that  it  deerveth,7t;;et::  indeed  it  '  ^Vi  ^efy  site'"'  '^"'^  ""^"'^"''^- 
'^'  -raS^Vrng'thrSrr^S^  \  Cl^wealth,   andj  after 

were  granted  to  the  Duk!  of  AlheLrl  T)   '\'   ?°"^'^'   ^^^^  *"^   1^^"°^ 
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who  three  years  after,  pulled  down  what  remained  of  the  house  and  built 
Tor  himselfVbout  a  mile  to  the  south  of  it.-Sir  Henry  Elhs  quoted  by  N. 

Page  i\.—mezv^  a  ^w*.— From  the  old  French  mui,  which  signifies  a 
or  the  period  when  birds  and  other  animals  moult,  or  cast  their  feathers, 
horns.     In  the  above  passage,  it  is  applied  to  the  care  with  which  a  hawk 
be  kept  in  her  mewing-time,  from  the  beginning  of  Lent  till   the   bcgu 
August.— M. 

Page  zz.-mble  Mr.  Sadler's  upon  Amwdl  //-//.-Ralph  Sadler  or  Sa 
Standon.  in  the  :ounty  of  Hertford,  Esq.,  only  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Thoma: 
and  grandson  of  Sir  Ralph  Sadler,  Knight  Banneret,  so  eminent  in  the 
Henn^  VHI.,  Edward  VI.,  Mary,  and  Elizabeth.  He  married,  in  1601.  Ann< 
Sdes7  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  C«ke,  Lord  Chief  Justice  ;  in  ,606,  he  s. 
,0  the  family  seat  of  Standon,  aad  he  died,  with  issue,  on  February  i 
Scott's  Sadler's  Paters.     He  appears  to  have  had  a  strong  regard  for  angl. 
Sir  Henry  Chauncy,  in  his  liht.  Ant  Hertf  p.  ^.'9.s»y^^°f  ^im  'hat     he 
an  Action  of  Trespass  Quare  Vi  and  Armis  against  John  Hyat  in  th. 
King's  Bench,  for  fishing  in  the  river  Standon,  leading  through  his  ovvn 
for  erecting  a  weir  there  :  and  he  obtained  judgment  thereupon      He  , 
much  in  hawking  and  hunting,  and  the  pleasures  of  a  country  life  ;  wa 
for  his  noble  table,  his  g-eat  hospitality  to  his  neighbours,  and  his  abuiida 
to  the  poor."     On  his  death,  at  a  great  age,  his  estates  descended  to  Wal 
Aston,  the  son  and  heir  of  Gertrude   his  sister.-M   &  N. 

The  reader  will  remember  that  Walton  presented  a  copy  of  Tie  CompU 
to  this  Lord  Aston. 

Page  i^.—Lucian,  well  skill' d  in  scoffing -This  epigram  is  a 

Walton  from  the  version  of  it  in  Certain  select  Dialogues  of  Lucantcgethe 
true  History,  translated  from  the  Greek  into  English,  by  Mr.  Francs  Hukes,  OxJ 
+to.     The  epigram  is  signed  T.  H.-;>.,  Thomas  Hickes,  the  son,  who 
the  work — and  reads  thus  : 

Lucian  ivell  ikilUd  in  olJ  tcyes  this  hath  -writ ; 
For  all's  but  filly  that  men  think  is  wit ; 
No  uttl'd  judlment  doth   in  men  appear. 
But  thou  admires!  that  which  others  jeer. 

While  speaking  of  Lucian,  the  reader's  attention  may  be  called  to  a  \ 
of  his  on  the  mercenary  philosophers  of  his  time,  in  »  'l'»'°£<=  ""';'' ,^ 
rsan,  the  point  of  which  is  this:  Lucian  borrows  an  angle  baits  his  hook 
Tnd  figs,  seats  himself  on  the  Pelasgic  wall  and  angles  in  the  city ;  when  1 
one  after  another,  an  Epicurean,  a  Cynic,  a  Platonist,  a  Peripatetic  a 
It  is  admirably  carried  out,  and  has  been  more  than  once  imitated  t 
writers. — B. 

Page  2  5  —itihat  Solomon  says  of  scoffers.— ^tt  Proverbs  xxiv.  9. 
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Notes 

?igc  t^.— as  th  learned  and  ingenious  Msnt.tigne  wy^.—Thc  Lord  Mountagnc 
in  his  Apol.  for  Ra.  Scbond. — Walton's  own  Note. 

As  Lamb  was  so  fond  of  doing  with  his  quotation?,  Walton  has  here  paraphrased 
and  improved  his  original,  and  it  is  a  not  infrequent  habit  cf  his.  Walton  used 
Florio's  translation,  probably  in  the  folio  of  1632.  Cotton'^  trans'ation  was  not 
published  till  1685. 

Page  if).—yarro  Hs  aviary.— Wihon  has  been  thought  to  have  gathered  this 
out  of  his  favourite  Hakewili's  Apology  for  the  Government  i,f  God,  iv.  5,  but  what 
he  cites  is  not  there,  though  extracts  from  Varro  on  aviaries  are  given.  The  reader 
will  find  Varro's  own  account,  De  Re  Ruitica,  iii.  4,  8,  ,/  .;,-y.  His  aviarv',  how- 
ever, was  at  Casinum,  in  the  Volscian  territory,  and  was,  with  most  of  his  wealth, 
taken  from  him  by  Anthony. — B. 

Page  30. — Mr.  G.  Sandys  in  his  Travels. — George  Sandys,  or  Sandies,  was  the 
seventh  and  youngest  son  of  Dr.  Edwin  Sandys,  who  was  Archbishop  of  York  from 
1 576  to  1 588,  and  was  born  in  the  archiepiscopat  palace,  at  Bishopsthorpe,  in  1577. 
In  1588  he  was  entered  at  St.  Mary's  Hall,  Oxford,  and  in  August,  1610,  he 
departed  on  his  travc's  through  Europe  and  Asia,  which  occupied  two  years,  and 
of  which  he  published  an  account  in  folio,  with  many  plates,  in  161 5,  which  has 
been  repeatedly  reprin'ed.  Sandys  was  not  only  a  pious,  learned,  and  accom- 
plished man,  but  he  was  also  one  of  the  best  versifiers  of  his  time  ;  and  in  this 
class  of  composition  he  published  Ovid's  Metamorphoses  Englished,  1626,  folio; 
A  Paraphrase  upon  the  Psalms  of 'David,  etc.,  1636,  8vo;  Christ's  Passion,  a  Tragedy, 
translated  from  H.  Grotius,  1640,  l2mo;  and  A  Paraphrase  upon  the  Song  of  Solomon, 
1641,  4to.     George  Sandys  died  in  1643. — Chalmers. 

To  students  of  English  poetry,  Sandys  is  best  known  to-day  for  his  use  of  the 
heroic  couplet,  in  which  he  anticipated  Waller.  The  title  of  his  book  of  travels 
is :  A  Relation  of  a  Journey  begun  a.d.  1610.  Four  'Books  tontaining  a  description  of 
the  Turkish  Empire,  of  Egypt,  of  the  Holy  Land,  of  the  Remote  Parts  of  It  ah  and 
Islands  adjoining. 

Page  30. — assuming  the  shape  of  a  i^ow.— Walton  has  been  criticised  for  this 
material  interpretation  of  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  use  of  the  dove  in 
the  Gospels,  say  'arious  nice  divines,  is  metaphorical,  the  meaning  being  that  the 
Holy  Ghost  descended  gently  as  a  dove.  However,  the  point  is  one  that  will  not 
greatly  exercise  modern  readers  of  Walton. 

Page  31. — the  laborious  bee. — Hswkins  refers  to  an  oV  book,  which,  he  thinks, 
was  doubtless  in  Walton's  memory  as  he  wrote  :  The  Feminine  Monarchic:  or  the 
Historic  of  Bees.  Shewing  their  Admirable  Nature  and  Properties,  their  Generation 
and  Colonies,  their  Government,  Loyaltie,  Art,  Industrie,  Enemies,  Warres,  Magna- 
nimitie,  etc.  Together  with  the  right  Ordering  of  them  from  time  to  time :  and  the  sweet 
Profit  arising  therefrom.  Written  out  of  experiment  by  Charles  Butler.  London, 
1623,  4to. 
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Page  33. — the  fitchtt,  the  fulimart,  the  ferret,  the  pole  cat,  the  mould-warp. — 
Rennie  says,  that  "  the  fitchet,  or  fitchew,  the  fulimart,  or  fumart,  and  the  pol 
appear  to  be  all  of  the  same  species  (mustela  putorius)."  The  fulimart  is  nam 
the  Boke  of  St.  Albans  among  the  beasts  of  the  cliase,  though  Skinner,  ii 
Etymologium  Lingua  Anglicame,  says  the  word  only  occurs  in  Walton.  Foi 
is  still  used  in  Scotland.  The  mouldwarp  is  the  mole.  Mould-warp,  i.e.,  \ 
earth,  according  to  Verstigan. — M.  and  B. 

Pagt  33. — Ihw  could  Cleopatra  have  feasted  Mark  Antony  ? — Sec  Plutarch': 
of  Antony,  North's  translation. 

V    Page  35. — rascal  gatne. — Rascall    means  a  deer   too   lean   to   kill,  but 
anciently,  any  beast  too  worthless  for  game. 

Other  htityt  all 
Whcntr  ye  ikiym  findc,  rascill  yc  thtm  call. 

Beit  of  St.  Album. — B. 

Page  35. — and  I  might  make  many  observations  of  land  creatures. — Dr.  Be! 
compares  the  whole  of  this  part  of  the  dialogue  to  Plutarch's  De  Solertia  Aninu 
the  translation  of  which  Walton  had  probably  seen. 

Page  36. — The  water  is  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  creation. — Thalcs,  of  M 
(540  B.C.),  one  of  the  seven  wise  men  of  Greece,  like  Hom'ir,  regarded  ixa. 
the  primary  element,  the  passive  principle  on  which  an  intelligent  Cause  n 
to  ■  m  all  things.  He  meant  by  water  chaos ;  Cicero,  De  Nat.  Deorum,  i, 
Aristotle,  (Metaphysica,  i.  8.     So  Pindar  :  "Water  is  best."— B. 

Page  36. — !Moses — who  was  called  the  Friend  of  (jod. — This  title  in  the  Scri( 
is  usually  applied  to  Abraham  :  vide  2  Chron.  xx.  7  ;  Isaiah  xli.  8  ;  James  ii 
but  in  Exodus  xxxiii.  II,  it  is  said  that  "God  spake  to  Moses  as  a  Man  t 
Friend."— M. 

Page  38. — He  that  shall  view  the  writings  of  MacroLius  or  Varro. — This  p; 
occurs  first  in  the  second  edition  of  The  Complcat  Angler,  1655  ;  and  the  mai 
of  it  are  taken,  with  little  alteration  in   the  language,  from   Lib.  iv.  sec.  6,  p 
of  Dr.  HakcwiU's  Apology,  etc.     Aurelius  Macrobius,  above  mentioned,  was  a 
writer  of  the  fourth  centur)',  who  is,  by  some,  supposed  to  have  been  a  Chr 
and  Chamberlain  to  the  Emperor  Thcodosius  II.     His  principal  production 
Saturnalia  Convivia,  which  is  in  seven  books,  and  consists  of  a   miscellancou 
lection  of  antiquities  and  citicisms,  supposed  to  have  been  derived  from  tht 
versation  of  some  learned  Romans,  during  the  Saturnalian  Festival.     The  cii 
stances  mentioned  in  the  text  will  be  found  in   I.ib.  ii.  cap.  xi.  of  that  work, 
also  wrote  a  commentary  on   Cicero's   Somnium    Scipionis,  and   many  other 
which  are  now  lost  ;  but  his  latinity  is  often  corrupt,  as  he  was  not  born  in 
of  the  Roman  Empire  where  the  Latin  language  was  spoken. 
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,.^T!?^  P*«'«««  ''ken    from  /Vr.  ivill   be    found   in    J,;     k     l     .r^      n 

Lib.  111.  cap.  xvii.  '"''  '"  *"»   book,  '/),■   ^,.   /J^;//,,/^ 

^dr<-«j  7Jtm//«j /Vro  was  a  vcrvlcarnM  Rnm  l 

pey  in  his  piratical  wars,  and  whoobllnTalf,!:  ;;,;;:'^'' ^^  ^'?'^"='"' '«  P"-"" 
of  Cicero,  who  greatly  commends  his  erudition  iidT^.u  T  ''>V"''"--™porary 
books. '/).  Z,>f«a  ^;/;W,in  his  eightieth  ^ilrB,  h.' ^u'^''^''''^'^ '^'^  «^<-- 
five  hundred  volumes,  which  arc  now  all  lost'  .-v,,.  ,  """  *"=  '"""=  "<-""'y 

in  the  third  book  of  which  some  node  of 'hi  T"^  "  treatise ;Z).  '^  Ru,,J, 
B.C.,  aged  88  years.-LEMPRiERE  and  B  '^'""■•^  ™'>'  ^''  ''^""<J-     He  died 

Page  38.—,?  W5//  learned  physician^  Dr.  IfhmtM  -Dr    Tl,  .        u/u 
descended   from  an  ancient   family  in   Yorkshir/  ^^^  "**  Wharton  was 

Pembroke    Hall.    Cambridge,    from    whence     ho-veer't  ""^-ullv  educated   at 

College  Oxford,  before  the  breaking  out  Jt'hec"l^,^'■■  'T't  '"  "^"'"'y 
raent  of  the  rebellion  he  came  up  to  London   ."  ■    P","''^  commence- 

eminent  Dr.  John  Bathurst.  until  ^ele  when  he  ai^'""""^  ^}^'^''  ""'^^  "><= 
and,  through  the  recommendation  of  Lo;dJairfa;  wf™ 
n  .650  he  was  admitted  a  Fellow  of  the  ColS  0^?^  "  .n  ''"^  '"  +^- 
it  is  said,  was  afterwards  made  Professor  of  Phvficlt  Tk  ;"  ,f""'^°"  =  ""''' 
lectured  in  ,653.  His  residence  w  s  in  A,5e  1  fc".  "!  ?f'^'^  ".*>"?  ''= 
London  throughout  the  whole  of  the  last  p^e  o  66"  H  H'  T  '^T"""^  '" 
already  mentioned,  in  October  or   as  somV™  u  ''      .     .''"'*  *'  *"*  •'""^c 

He  pu'blished  an  "cellentls  rj'ti'n  of  he  /l and"  writV^n  "'  ^"-^'"'^/^  '^73. 
printed  at  London  in  .656,  8vo  ;  Amsterdam  ,6-0  //  *  «^\'.""'  '"^'^^  ^»* 
f,///    Rli,        r»     Hru  .      "  > '^■"'■'eraam,  IO59.     llawkms.H'ood  s  Athcn   nyr„ 

5^o^^f.^:-aSr^r:;-en^:i;s 

dev^^f^^^^^SS'.f;^'^;;;^-  B«Hune.  in  his  i,...^.^,..,  ;v.,,, 
and^na  xi'i'T'z  '^'  ^'■'^^"  ^"^  ""'""'"'  "  """'''  ^^■^^^-^-*^'  ^"--Scc  Amos,  iv.  .. 

Du  So^ltn'oT  Ch^^'who'L"  ^Y-,-Peter  Du  Moulin,  son  of  the  famous 

unt  re.g,on.  which  tended  to  the  Restoration.  The  yotngctD.MV^^^ 

irr^Hrwrot^""'""'."''  ""'''  Prchendary  oV  Calitcrbu;.  anf  chap  at 
passage  eL.?r  K  w  '^''"  P""'  °"  '^'  ^°'"*"  C«''°'''^  Con  rovcrsy.  The 
passage  rekrred  to  by  Walton  occurs  in  the  preface  to  a  treatise  on  m  Auomtlill 
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^  ,/  ofPropkcia,  transUtcd  hy  Hc.th,  Oxford,  l6i  3.  In  '•^V*'"^.^'"^  " 
PWx  the  reader  will  find  a  curious  paper,  xv...  tcndmg  to  >how  that  Charl, 
died  a  Catholic. — B. 

quotcd^/mc-nory  from  John  Valdes.o,  an  old  sold.er  o»  Charles  V  who 
h"s  master'*  abdication  retired  to  Naples,  where  he  wrote  .n  Span.sh.  T^.  M. 
TnJTnCcuJerations  ,f  Signer  I'Mes.,  which  -"«  "»"'  »f,  '"'°  '"'' 
Curio  and  thence  into  English  by  Nicholas  Farrar,  Ir  Oxford,  '638.  4to.-I 
"-  H^kins  could  not  find 'the  passage  in  ^''/■^'■.-'/".  'J^^--^^^^^.^^^  Hi 
opinion  that  Valdesso  was  the  "  ingenious  Spaniard  ;  but  Walton,  as  wc  nav 
quoted  from  memory  and  incorrectly.— B. 

Page  43.—'  river  in  Epirus,  that  put>  out  any  lightd  torch,  tte.-Yrom  cv 
sulphuretted  hydrogen. — B. 

Page  43  -J he  river    SrA;r«;.-Properly  Silarus.  the    modern  Silaro,  r 
banks  of  which  stand  the  ruins  of  Paestum.     The  waters  retain  the  quality 
day      Lochmere  is  Loch  Neagh.     It  requires  more  than  a   few  hours  to  p 
the  petrifaction. — B. 

Page  43.-«  river  in  Arabia.-Tho  river  referred  to  was  probably  the  .■ 
running  out  of  Mount  Libanus,  which  turns  red,  trom  the  "d  soil  of  the  mo 
at  the  Le  of  freshets.  This  the  Biblyans  connected  with  the  story  o  the 
of  AdonUin  honour  of  whom  they  kept  the  Adonia.  The  reader  will  fin, 
account  i^LucUn's  Syrian  (jodJesl  and  in  Dupuis,  Origine  des  Lultes,  vol. 

Page  43.— <»  merry  river.— h  report  no  doubt  taken  from  some  bubbling 
— Rennie. 

p,ge  44.-.;  river  in  Surrey  {it  is  ealled  Mole),  r/..-This  notion  of  th 
is- found  in  Drayton's  Poly-Qlbion,  Milton  on  Rivers    and  Pope  s  W.ndso 
It  aHsetfrom  the  bed  of^he   river  being  of  absorbent  earth,  m to  which 
seatonfit  seems  to  disappear.-^'.    Tour  through  England;  Dallarvay. 
rteum  sive  Horti  Letheraani. — B. 

Page  44.— »  river  in  Judea,  ./..-Josephus  tells  »  story  of  a  river  1 
Arcea  and  Raphanea,  and  says  that  Titus  saw  it.  O'J'*'''  ^X"'a"\\ 
however,  reverses  Walton's  account,  making  it  run  on  the  seventh  day,  a, 
stm  s^x  dap;  but  Pliny  {Nat.  Hist.,  xxxi.  n)  makes  it  run  six  days  ar 
on  the  s  venth.  Instances  of  intermitting  fountains  are  given  by  geo 
(VareniTs,  i.  17).  This  stream  has  been  found  by  no  traveller  but  Purch 
The  Land  and  the  Book,  by  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Thomson,  vol.  ..  pp.  406  et  se^ 

Page  ^^,-balana  or  whirlpool.-^il^t^i  properly  means   a  whale. 

402 


'1 


t; 


bubbling  spring. 


a  river  between 


i/hale.       Pliny's 


Notes 

.tory  i,  outdone  by  the  Krakcn  of  Bi.hnp   P.mtoppid.n.  which  wa,  a„    English 
mile  and  a  half  111  circumference— B.  i.ngn.n 

Page  44.--//  <,;;.„r;  th„t  dalphms  hve  .«„.._Thc  .torv  of  Arion  and  hi. 
dolphin  I,  well  known,  and  has  several  repetition,  among  'the  ancients.  Kor 
another  delightful  story  sec  Oppian.  v.  570-660  (Jones's  translation).  The  seal  is 
also  fond  of  music. — B. 

Much  Celtic  legend  has  gathered  about  the  seal's  supposed  love  for  music,  and 
he  theme  is  a  favourite  one  >n  Miss  Fiona  Maclcod's  beautiful  Celtic  romances 
It  IS  treated  with  P»rt,cuiar  power  and  magic  in  the  story  entitled  "The  Dan-nan- 
Ron,     printed  in  /7v  Sin-entcr  and  other  St',nts. 

Page  44  -r/.  learned  Dr.  Ca^auMs  "  'y)/;„«ri.."-Meric,  son  of  Isaac 
Casiubon,  born  at  Geneva  in  1599,  but  educated  at  Oxford,  was,  for  his  great 
learning,  preferred  to  a  prebend  in  the  cathedral  of  Canterbury,  and  the  rectcfy  of 
Ickham,  near  that  city.  Oliver  Cromwell  would  ha-o  engaged  him  by  a  pension 
of  iioo  a  year  to  write  the  history  of  his  time,  but  Casaubon  refused  it  Of 
many  books  extant  of  his  writing,  that  mentioned  in  the  text  is  one  viz  "  Of 
Cr.</«/,/K."  etc  Lond..  i66>S  p.  ,43.  He  died  in  1671,  leaving  behind  him  the 
character  of  a  religious  man,  loyal  to  his  prince,  exemplary  in  his  life  and  convcr- 
sation,  and  very  charitable  to  the  poor.— Woon's  "  Jthn^ Oxij!i."-~\\. 

Page  44.— 7o/»  Tradescant.—T\\CTC  were,  it  seems,  three  of  the  Tradeicants, 
grandfather,  father  and  son  :  the  son  is  the  person  here  meant.  The  two  former 
were  gardene..  to  yucca  Elizabeth,  and  the  latter  to  King  Charles  the  First. 
They  were  all  great  botanists  and  collectors  of  natural  and  other  curiosities,  and 
dwelt  at  South  Lambeth  in  Surrey  ;  and,  dying  there,  were  buried  in  Lambeth 
Churchyard.  Mr.  Ashmole  contracted  an  acquaintance  with  the  last  of  them,  and 
togetfier  with  his  wife,  boarded  at  his  house  for  a  summer,  during  which  Ashmole 
agreed  for  the  purchase  of  Tradcscant's  collection,  and  the  same  was  conveyed  to 
him  by  a  deed  of  gift  from  Tradescant  and  his  wife.  Tradescant  .oon  after  died, 
and  Ashmole  was  obliged  to  file  a  bill  in  Chancery  for  the  delivery  of  the  curio- 
sities, and  succeeded  in  his  suit.  Mrs.  Tradescant,  shortly  after  the  pronouncing 
the  decree,  was  found  drowned  in  her  pond.  This  collection,  with  what  additions 
he  afterwards  inadc  to  it,  Mr.  Ashmole  gave  to  the  University  of  Oxford,  and  so 
became  the  founder  of  the  AshmoUan  Museum.  A  monument  for  the  three 
Tradescants.  very  curiously  ornamented  with  sculptures,  is  to  be  seen  in  Lambeth 
Churchyard,  and  a  representation  thereof  in  four  plates,  and  also  some  particulars 
of  the  family,  are  given  in  the  PhilosofHcd  Transactions,  vol.  Ixiii.  part  L  p.  79, 
et  seq.  The  monument,  by  the  contribution  of  some  friends,  to  their  memory  was 
in  the  year  1773,  repaired;  and  the  following  lines,  formerly  intended  for  an 
epitaph,  inserted  thereon  : 

Know,  stranger !   tre  tlisu  fast,  ieneath  ihii  itcne 
Lie  John   Tradescant,  grandiiri,  father,  son. 
The  last  djfd  in  his  spring ;    the  other  rwo 
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irt/'.y  till  ikiy  **/  trj^x/l'J  an  anil  naturt  ihr-j'  i 

Wi  *»   ''''"■  i^ein  tilUilkni  m,y  iifftJr, 

Of  wArtf  »i  r.(rr   w  Aim./,   /«  J/»iJ,    m  Jir  { 

$i'fiilit  rhiy  (at  Hamrr^t   PiaJ^   "t  a  nut) 

yi  iv^rU  f:f  ttfvnjen  «  ow  ilotft  il-ut. 

Tlittt  J'ltm^ut   Antiifujrttml,   ikal  had  htei 

B-fh  (iiiritffitu  f'  the  Ratf  atJ  Lily  a^.  ■«, 

Trmib/jnitJ  njtu  litmitlvei,  llttf  hirr  j    ,  'ij  ■:vit'i 

^'iigrii  t/!.iH  tuM  ihir  tr   xftit  vjhn  mi  . 

AkJ  Jirt  ihtll  p,rfti  tht  w<,rlJ,  t  ,.u  hmi  t/iall  r.  ,, 

And  thangt  t/icir  gardens  fur  a  Pait-'tite^ 

TliC  Tradcscants  were  the  first  collcctorn  of  natural  curiosities  in  this  Kingdc 
The  younger  of  them  published  in  i6j6,  izmo,  "Museum  Tradcscantianum  ; 
a  Collection  of  Rareties  preserved  at  South  Lambeth,  near  London,"  contain 
portraits  of  his  father  and  himself,  engraved  by  Hollar.  Tradcscant's  housi 
still  known  by  the  name  of  Turret-House,  and  is  now,  or  was  in  .809,  in 
occupation  of  Charles  Bedford,  Esq.— Sir  Henry  Ellis,  quoted  by  Nicholas. 

The  house  has  since  been  pulled  down. 

AshmoU. — (1617-1692).  In  addition  to  his  being  an  antiquary  and  collec 
•I  founder  of  the  Ashmolean  Museum,  as  already  stated  in  the  preced 
note,  Elias  Ashmolc  was  a  famous  student  of  alchemy  and  the  occult  scicn 
generally.  His  best  known  writings  are  his  curious  diary,  his  History  oj  the  Oi 
of  the  GartiT,  and  his  alchemical  treatise,  Tkeatrum  Qhtmicum  'Britannicum,  ojiil.iii 
u  feral  Pietioil  Pieces  of  our  f.imous  Philosophers  who  have  written  the  llermeti 
Mysteries  in  their  own  Ancient  Lanj^uiige. 

Page  4;. — that  holy  poet,  t'Mr.  (Jeirge  Herbert. — George  Herbert  is  too  \ 
known  to  modern  readers  to  need  any  note,  and  the  same  applies  to  Marlu 
Drayton,  Donne,  and  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  whose  names  are  left  will 
comment. 

Walton  here  adapts  his  quotation,  a  practice  oi  his  to  which  allusion  has  b 
made. 

Page  46.  —  Pliny. — Walton  quotes  from  Philemon  Holland's  translat 
1601. 

Page  46.— ^f/HiT,  Rondeletius. — Conrad  Gesncr  ( 1  5 16- 1  565)  a  learned  physi 
and  naturalist  of  Zurich.  His  principal  works  were  his  Hiitori/i  Anim.ii 
in  three  folio  volumes,  Zurich,  and  a  smaller  volume,  De  Piscibus  et  Aiu.itil 
curious  for  Scholi.i  on  the  Halicuticon,  ascribed  to  Ovid,  a  list  of  the  fish  in  PI 
and  their  names  in  Latin,  German,  and  English.  My  copy  of  the  last  ha: 
date. — B. 

Rondeletius,  or  Guillaume  Rondelet,  a  physician  and  naturalist  of  Languc 
His  best  work  is  De  Piscibus  {Mtirinij.  Walton  is  really  citing  from  Tof 
Historie  of  Four-footed  Beasts,  1607,  and  Hist,  of  Serpents,  1608.— B. 
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the  youth  of  J.mcs  I.  vv.,   ,   tr.M^lation  „t   I)„ii::,7   ■"M"'^'ticu;  cx.rcNcs  , 
better  tranilator  m  Joshua  Svlvcter    ivh,    .  '  **""•   '"'wcver.  Comia  « 

//V^<-,.  enjoyed  a  popularity".   :";>    hr-'''' "''   '''^"    '''■■■""'  "'"*'•'  '"" 

h.niseK  on  his  original   titlc-paie  as  '•  Ma  ;     '    x',"''''''''-     .^■'^•^•""  J^^i'^^'l 
"' V^'»lton  prohably  used  the  .64,       ■'"■■^'''""^'"-     ^""  """wards  a. 


"Gent." 


Page  4«.  -The  mitreJ  bishop  and  tie  ctvlf  I  t,-,^  v  ■ 
hsh  resembling  mon.  Rondeletiu,,  vouched  'in  H  V  '"•"'  '""''■'■'  »"-"  '"'''  "' 
hsh  taken  in  Polon.a,  and  brought  ii  vc  t  h  ' km  '-k'"^'  ^'''\  f "  ''^■^■"'""  ■''  " 
was  afterwardv  let  go  into  the  water  gai  Th  1  .'"'""''^^  *  '''^''"P'  »"'• 
resembling  a  monk.  Stow,  in  hi.  .W  p  [  -  ;  'T'";,,"'^'!  ^""'''-  »  «^h 
sca-monstcr,  taken  on  the  coast  of  Suft'olk'  in  ,'l,  ,'  '  ''.''  '"'"'8  '''■•'•tion  of 
unto  Orf,,,^  ;„  c..ir„ti.    •       /.     ^"""ii^.  in   the    time  of  Henry  II.     "  ^ 


a 
care 


U.UO  Orford  in  Suffblk.  c^rtait^  fi;;  ..T    ;"at,k:":n  t  ''""'  '  -  .     

the  shape  ot  a  man  in  all  points  •  which  fish  w!-  u"  ""''  *  ''^'•'  ''"^"'g 

villc.  custos  of  the  castle  of  Orfo;d  in      ctnJ'as  1?L' Th""'^'""^  ^'^  ^•'-"■ 
and  more,  (or  a  wonder.     He  spake  not  a  word  I     ^       '  '^'*'-"-"  "'  "  "'"""''^ 

cate.  but  most  greedily  raw  fishfafter  he  h  d  crushei  T  '"   """"''  ^'  ''^^ 

t.mes,  he  was  brought  to  the  church    whe  .   h      I        ?"'   '^'   "'""'''''■     O'"-'"- 

At  length,  when  he  was  not  wcl    looked  to   h     ^  i'"''   ""  "'^'"'  "*'  "'^""'i""- 
after  appeared."-H.  '  '  ^'  ""''■"  '""">■  '"  'he  sea.  and  never 

Redding,  in    The  hineran  of  CirnK,i/J  in    i,n    „     ,\. 
rarely,  there  is  a  species  of  shark  (wTl^^il;/'     i';-'-  '^*'  r""*^'""'^^'  '*>""«»' 
which  is  called  an   anecl   or  mo,,/^  k      ^«?'/*/  ot  Cuvier,  taken  on  that  coast. 

"the  mitred  b.sho;  .nl.he  co:2;;:a;."-'B:""''  "^"  '^  ''"^  "''«'■"''  "'^  '^°"' 

T^^^i  '"t^^'j^Tr^^  t:  D:;ot.s  s^; 

thena^ofseaVnZ  rofmZn'"'-^'^  th.s  passage  in  Walton,  when   he  say 

405 


(  ' 


■'' 

\ 

t   \ 


I    1 


I 


Notes 

k;  iJen   bv  the   obcuritv  <hu.  pfxluccd.   it  r.l^c,  tlic   tilam.-nt,,  tnovc.  thcin 
iJt.on,  bv  W4V  of  bait,  iiui  .»  the  .null  M^  come  nc.r  they  become 
::;:;:" ''"Thdoigu'of  the '.ngle,  .  ...t   m-re  wo„dc,tul    th.n   th.t  ot 
S^r.'-'&c.  vol.  i.  ?o;.     Ari.to.lo  tcfric,  to  the   ,.mc   th.ng  ;  ..  doc.  St.  . 
bro»c  in  hi.  lUx^minn,  when  »pe«k.ng  of  fi.h.     B. 

Page  48.      '  ^i-rw//,  -  Oppiin  (Jones),  i.  496-;io.— B. 

Page  49.     .'/•<•   '^'Z^"'  •'•■':"=   ancicntH  delight   in   the   ^rix^c  of  thi>  fi^h. 


was 


.„rt  ot  barbel.     Opfian,  i.  »57  i  *•  397' 


PaBc  .o_7/y.;./«//.r«/.  wrf«/.  ThU  .tory  of  the  S.rgu,  (/>.r.„  /„;/r./A 
Ba,,e  i  ohen  repeated  by  the  ancients.  Du  Bart.«  evidently  ha,  Opp.an  .n 
rvTwhenwriting\.ffi.hesbatmiMakc»his  author  ,n  r^'ng  <h»«  «h«  •'""y 
U,m  vvent  alhore  (S«r  U>  hrJc.  Mu,).     Opp.a,,  deicnbc.  the  amours  .,  oc 

ing  when  _^^^^  ,^^,mi  »m.n  ih  >w"  ^'-f'  '"  '•"* 



oifi^  lit  fii  •'"■' ' "  '*■  '""y  "^i'^t 


T/it  wiiiml  fMi  itcint  tht  I  ft  mldreii, 

ffhili  fki-u  riftai  lit  Has  J'i</  U':pngiuJ  •Jr,,,. 

The  notion  W.5  derived  probiWy  from  the  fish  crowding  to^xMJ^cV'* 
feed  on  the  vermin.  &c..  which  fell  from  them.  See  also  another  meth, 
•ccounting  for  it  in  LuepiJe,  Hi<t.  Ja  Poinons,  Im.  vn.  J..-B. 

Page  so.-z/i.'  „;«/-f<»r«;."Scar.bxus  sea  beetle.  To  show  how  cl 
Oppian  is  followed,  I  give  Jones's  translation  : 

Tkt  htttit  tn  frsmiliUiUi    'ny  allawi, 
Trut  10  in  vow,  mJ  grattfui  lo  kit  ifoutti 
N„  ckjngt  kt  lakt,  mr  Itavf'  kit  dutky  JJir, 
PropitvMt  Hymn  I'Jnt  tit  .  ''"irMt  Pak. 

Page  50.— ;/?'<rr=thc  Chaucerian  »  fere,"  companion,  mate,  or,  as  here, 
Page  jo.-Pn- '.— Old  orthography  of  the  French  Prct,  Ready.-  M. 
Page  :,z.—th-  prophet  DatiJ,  ./.■.— Ps.  cvii.  23-^- 

Paec  it  -fin'  St.  P.t.r.-Pctcr  is  the  only  one  of  the  twelve  who  is  I, 
to  have  J?/.i.  which  was  when  he  caught  the  fish  with  the  tribute  money 
mouth^Mftt.  xvii.  .7.     1"  the  poems  published  with  the  It.r  B.n.dc,  by  R. 
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D.D^  i.md.,  1671,  there  i»  thi>  [      .micil  cmgrj 
from  St.  Peter. 


I'lgrjm  up,,,,  thn-..  wh,  Jiinj.u'horitv 


'*'■!  i>-1  <.«•.  «.n  -.„/  «  M,,  ,,,.':   .„  ,. 

lit  .j^gtt   kt   IJV'J,    tht,,  .j,,l!  j„,i  ,1^^  ^^j    _ 


B. 


(hba 


rZikl.Tf.'^"^"^'   ■      •  ^'"'^'"■'«'*'"'"-'--"»»''i''>'crcr..I,.M-,|..,.s.S; 


"voyage,"  were  .,  o„.  „n,e  wholly  di'c^.Ld   hi!    h.  J      ^f  ;  ^  !   I:^ ''''^'^ 

C.ngreve  thus  refers  ,0  him  in  A.tv /->  ^^v  ;  "  FcrJinanJ  M  ,  1       . 
•^ut  .type  o.  thee,  thou  lur  of  the  first  magnitude."  ''''""*"'^  '^'•"''"-  ''"""  «»■ 

Page  55   56.— <i»f//>if  ,//A.w,//i</,T^y;«,v/.~Whai  rti'M  hav  „„„  1,  .    1 
n,l..v.t.o..  of  the  angle,  wa,  it,  being  Allowed.  .  W.^.^.J^  ;:  '     '     ^  n^:  ^ 
Ecc!es.an.cal  canons,  to  eecles.a.feal  persons,  as  a  harmless  rc.rca  ,on--'a  ree r^ 
lion  inviting  them  to  contemplation  and  quietness ; '  while  hiint,n»  «..  .    1    .1 
•as  being  .  turbulent,  toilsome,  and    per  dcxing  rev  re.,,       >  .      1    '    ;,"'":'''T* 
.Wation  of  St.  Ives  the  compiler  uV  Kcclcsiltical  Ca,:;,  Ing"  ^    ''«  ';;!,: 
simple  and  innocent,  no  ways  repugnant  to  the  clerical  character     „%  ,„.,„]rh 
isfr.fturn  lamtu,  tunctum  ,/ipum  x,„,,..nmt  p,u„t,„;  >„t:n:n  .mi,,.s'(f",[,J^iI\ 
lor  .imil.r  reasons,  and  to  .void  idleness  in  the  time  tha,  must  hau.  I  UMgheavHy 
w  their  hands,  the  religious  were  told  ,0  make  fishing-ncts  :  «r  uranturff,    /J 
ufu,duf,sabus      Nor  could  angling  have  well  been  forbidden' then,  by  the  church' 
».  St.  Peter,   their   Ro.k,  was.  according   to  St.  Ambrose  (on  Lukc\  T  ,>  /?: 
angler  among  the  apo>,les  :   S^Jum  Telrum  piu-.in   li.mima  jub.t,  ,/,-,„.,  "'nm    'hi 
mara,tt  eum  pisam,  qui  primu>  .luenJi-rit,  t'j//i-.-E.  '    '        ""•"*" 

Page  ^(,.-le.trned  Pcrkiu;-  .lh.:>,r  U'hitlakr       '} .aor  N'tc,-/ 
milian  Prrkim  (xy,%-i6oi)  having  led  a  dissolute  youth.'  tu;ncd   devout    and 
ccame  a  famous  C.lyinist.c  divine.    Fuller  says  that  "he  would  u.e  the  word  'dam   • 
with  such  ,n  emph.,is  .,  left  .  doleful  echo  in  his  auditor,'  ears  a  good  while  S.  ■ 

JM.,fn  H-/-i,tak.r   (i;+8-i595).   another    Cambridge  Calvinistic  divine  and 
.ontroversi.list.     He  was  educated   under  Dean  Nowel.  who  was  h,s  uncle      n 

whose  Catechism  he  translated  into  Greek  ;  he  likewise  translated  the  litur.y  into 
tnc  same  language.                                                                                             °' 

Alexander  A'mv/ (i  507-1601-2),  a  famous  Oxford  divine,  who  is  supn,„ed  t,. 

JcInTfTp     ,'«''T^'"'°*"!'  '^^''''^   Catechism.     In    ,560   he  wL  made 
dean  of  St.  Paul's,  and  in  1591,  principal  of  Brascnose  College. 

Doem'^ry!°r^/"  ^'T%  ^"}--^^f"'  ^"^^  ««  quoted   from   the   now  famous 
poem,  7 he  Secrets  oj  Mghng.      Tcaehing,the  choiu.t  7,Jes,  Baytes  .ind  Se.,y.n>  fr 
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ih  Taking  of  any  Fish,  in  Pond  or  River  :  practiseJ  iinii  familiiirly  opened 
Booltes.     By  I.  D.,  Esquire.      Printed  at  London,  for  Roger  Jackson,  and  a 
sould  at  his  shop  ncere  Fleet  Street  Conduit,  1613." 

As  usual,  Walton  has,  from  a  slip  of  memory,  or  more  probably  from 
varied  the  lines,  as  he  puts  for  "Tyne  and  Trent,"  "  Trent  and  Avon,"  "  I 
for  "  Perch  ; "  and  the  three  last  lines  of  the  first  verse  instead  of  those  of  \ 

which  arc, 

Whilt  tUy  proud  T/uiis^  painted  ^heek  emhraa^ 
y]nd  ivir/i  tke  fume  of  strong  tobacc-j  smoke, 
j^nd  quaffing  rijund,  are  ready  fr  to  {hcke. 

besides  other  less  noticeable  changes. — B. 

In  the  books  of  the  Stationers' Company  (161  z)  it  is  entered  as  by  ys/;/ 
and  there  seems  no  doubt  that  such  was  the  real  name  of  the  author,  t 
point  still  left  unsettled  by  the  controversy  as  to  its  authorship  being  the  qi 
which  John  Dennys  was  it .'  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  decided  that  it  was  John  '. 
lord  of  the  Manor  of  Oldbury-sur-Montcm,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester 
1608)  and  son  of  Sir  Walter  Dennys,  of  Pucklechurch,  in  that  coi 
Agnes,  daughter  and  co-heires?  of  Sir  Robert  Diiz'crs  or  Danvers.  W< 
however,  in  the  preface  to  his  edition  of  The  Secrets  of  singling  (1883),  dc 
favour  of  the  author  being  Sir  Walter's  great-grandson,  the  John  i)cni 
was  burit  i  at  Pucklechurch  in  1609,  four  years  previous  to  the  publicatio 
volume. 

Page  64. — chequered  with  water-lilies. — Did  Walton  mean  the  yellow 
the  common  river  "  flag  "  ? 

Page  67. — ^r.  Nicholas  Seagravt. — Charles  Seagrave,  of  Scalford,  in  L 
shire,  Esq.,  who  was  living  in  1606,  left  issue,  by  Alice,  his  wife,  daughter 
Flower,  of  Whitwell,  in  the  county  of  Rutland,  four  sons,  the  fourth  of  wl 
named  Nicholas,  and  who  was  probably  the  person  mentioned. — N. 

Page  67. —  Old  Rose. — An  old  Cavalier  drinking  song  which  ran  as  foil 

Nffw  iv£*re  met  like  jouial  fellffws. 

Let  us  do  as  ivise  men  tell  us. 
Sing  Old  Rose  and  burn  tke  bellc/ws  ; 

Lit  us  do  as  tvise  men  tell  us. 
^rng,  etc. 

fyhen  the  jowl  ivith  claret  glcfws. 

And  nv'tsdom  shines  upon  tke  nose, 
0  tken  is  tke  time  to  sing  Old  Rose, 

And  burn,  burn  the  bellovjs, 
Tke  belhtvs.  and  burn,  burn  tke  bellows,  tke  bcHcivs.  —  N. 


Page  69. — the  wise  statutes  made  in  the    1 3M  of  Edward  /.,  etc. — Thi 
will  find  these  statutes  quoted  by  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  vol.  i.  pp.  90-91. 
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Notes 

Page  ^.~A  un  ,0  r.ainn  n.Uurc  c      ^ 

•  •   •  •    -Sec  nLutcronomy,  xxii.  6   - 
Page  6<).~Tr        //„//. ._i(,,  .  .-,  ,„„.,.. 

'robahly  atancitul  name 
Page  11 —n^   ,A;,,   ,.,.,„.■  .„    o  ,  ,. 
editors,  to  be  quoti  It  'r -,  ,,  , ",  '  "  '   •  ""alton    is   sai,)    k,. 

He  gncs  more  particulars  than  Hakewill.-B      '     "  "'  ''■''"^^=''  P^W'^hed  "e.^,  a' 

Page  8o._^/,r.,;/,;-.__Gerard  Mercator  r,  - , ,    .        . 
and  mathemafcun.  born  at  Rocrmond,  in  the^etherl^,!l"^"  '''™°"^  ^^^S"?'- 

andS^ritrt£tt.''V";~,^rav^'^\'^  •^'^'-'  '-^  -''-  cast  of  Ca.uc  h 

An.  ,  what  IS  called   the       .■//,«   ,'""'^"''  '"^«'  "'^^^''i  or  white  trout   Kl.m    n  ■ 
contradiction  to  Walton  and  hi^'^f'"   ?T   ^X'"'  "''  ^'^""^'nd.     He  Uv    IT        '" 
•^a^-en  with  the  rod,  and""oi   b    n'^?! '^^.^-S^-  "-'ings,  that^^l  ;•   ;'\- 
..^^.  ^  .ndhopper.    The  Ly  ^^IZ^  ^.t::^l£^ 

ip}ff^^Z't^:^-^^yJ^  Ceor,  Hastings,  son  and  heir 
^^of  H.nt.ngdon.     Sir   Ceor^  HastiS'S.T^.r /^^^^^ '^^l': 

WallTs  ow7^:^  "^  ^"-  "  ^^"'■'-  ^ W-View  Sir  Fran.  Bacon.  E.per.  S,,.^ 

He!ip.7tfGS;;:rctSro^^ 

»-'  odour  ofsanctity.     His  ^o.^^t^^^J:^^-^  £^  ^^^  Cologne,  in 

^'  ^PPear^-.n  pr^^:  i:^'^^^^::^ ™  J  ^r>a4S::;nd  ;he  "C^ 
qjioted   m   7-^,  Merry  ^Fives  ofmjr    i^"-  ^  o^^^)'     Several  linos  are  also 
However,  in  Engljj^s  He/u{  Ik^^'J^^''  '"•   ^-  '"•'  ^^'^  Pnnted  i,    ,6o 
n^me  of  Marlow^e  ;  andln^^.t;,"/;}'""   P-bably  found\r,  it   bear    the" 

J'""   'f  ^^•'"",  written  before  .  ,93,  these  line! 
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"wood-note  wild"  of  Shakespeare's  songs.     Whose   it  actually  was  rcn 

undecided.  ,,  .,        i     .      o  i 

T/f  Milk-maid's  Mother^  Amzutr  is  generally  atnbutcd  to  Rah 
some  attribute  it,  with  the  imitation,  to  Shakespeare.  Probably  Walto. 
wrote  the  sixth  verse. 

Page  S?  —Bleak  M///.— Nicolas  says  :  "  A  fishing  house  on  the  ban 
Lea,  about  one  mile  from  Fdmonton,  was  called  Bleak  Hall,  and  is  prcsui 
the  place  alluded  to.  ' 

This  house  still  stands,  and  is  shown  on  p.  37  ;  'at"  "  *<^ems  to  have 
name  of  Cook's  Ferry.  It  is  no  longer  an  inn,  and  the  name  nas  been  t 
to  a  more  pretentious  building  a  little  lower  down  the  stream. 

Page  %%.— verjuice  ....  red  con's  w//^.— Verjuice  is  the  acid  of 
apple,  wild  grapes,  or  other  .ruits,  with  which  the  good  woman  hoped, 
season  of  them,  '  two  months  hence,'  was  come,  to  prepare  her  syllabub. 

In  regard  to  "red  cow's  milk,"  Dr.  Bcthune  quotes  the  following  : 
milk   cannot  be  conveniently  obtained   for  the  lung  consumption,  noi 
nilk  for  the  liver  consumption,  use  the  milk  of  a  meetly  reddish  cou\  feed 
cazc  (wherein  store  of  cowslaps,  trifoil,  cingfoil,  elacampana,  burnet,  h 
Ticadtansy,  horse-tail,  plantain,  lamb's  tongue,  scabiouse  and  lungwort 
ar  on  the  sweetest  hay  ;  but  beware  (as  commonly  fools  do  not)   that 
them  not  with  new,  and  much  less  with  soure  grams  ;  tor  it  maketh 
strong,  windy  and  unwholesome,  especially  for  such  as  be  weak  or  much  ( 
likewise  remember  to  rub  and  stroke  down  your  cow  every  morning,  am 
will    be    both    sweeter    and    more    nourishing."     Health's    Improvement 
Emprizing  and  Discoverinn    h  Nature,  (Method,  and  {Manner  of  Prcfar:, 
of  Food  used  in  this   Nation.     H'ritlen  by  that  ever  famous  Thomas  (Mi, 
in  Phfsick ;   Corrected  and  enlarged  by  Christopher  'Rennet,  Doctor  in  I 
Fell'jti  of  the  College  of  Physicians  in  London.      London,  1 65  5,  p.  127. 

Page  88.--^';/  it  ''■Come  shepherds,"  etc. — "As  at  Noon,"  "Che 
"Johnny  Armstrong,"  and  "Troy  Town,"  will  be  found  in  Percy's  R./ 

"Phillida  flouts  me"  and  "Come  shepherds"  arc  at  the  present 
the  most  popular  of  the  old  ballad  revivals.  The  latter  was  first  prii 
Harris  Nicolas's  Appendix. 

Page  90. — ^f^jW/Z/r.— Diminutive  for  Matilda.  -B. 

Page  92.— S'/r  Thomas  Overbury's  "(Milkmaid's  U'ish."-%\T  Thorn: 
(1581-1613)  is  best  known  by  his  tragic  death,  having  been  impi 
poisoned  in  the  Tower,  at  the  instigation  of  his  sometime  tncnd,  1 
Somerset,  whom  he  had  dissuaded  from  marrying  the  divorced  Countes 
His  poem  entitled  "The  Wife"  and  his  "Characters"  were  popular  it 
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was  rcmaiii- 


Notes 

\^  a  Lountrey  Wench   tha^  ;    .„  . 

■/w %"'"■'"'■■'/  »■"'"  ■'■-  Mill" L'th-f ;  '"■■'  '"ii"-' " '"-  SCl:, 


her  own,  whTchsent    allTL  T'''  T'  ''^"'^  'hat  fol  'd     lo  n  "  He'-;""';.'" 

™  M  -^   '^"'"""■-     She  doth   all   thines   w    h*      '  ""^'  '  '^'^''^"^--'  '"  the 

.f/y^ra/rr,-  will   not  suffer  her  to  Hon   -ii    u  ^        ^"   "^  =^^^'sct  a  Erace    Ir  .. 

bcstowes  her  yeere's  wages  at  next  fJ'     ""!  f^"   ""'"'^   '^   to  do     v;i      T' 

n<.   bravery  i>\h'  World' iL'dece^c"  Vhc'r"   '''"■"I   ^"  6--^^  ;  cot^ 

none  ;  m  to  s.      ■      "     hf  ■^'  ""'^  '^-"  "°  "-Lcr  o)u    tct^r  ''""' 

'r  that  they  are       .   paulfd   with  in  u  n^  die""  '  >"'■  "^'=>-  ''^^•'  ^^^^  cftcacf 
^rc  so  chaste,  that  shcc  dare  tell   them      ^l  cogitations.     Lastly,  her  dream i' 

.'2-  ^'hat  shee  conceales  foffearrof  antr^    Thr^r  '"T^  '■^'^"  -^^    "'- 
'\thatshe  may  die  in   the   5>r/>/e-//w   to  h^ v,  ''^?  ^'^'■■'  ""^  all  her  car. 

"ndmg-sheet"  ^    '-^  '"'"'  '"  have  store  of   fJowers  stucke  upon  fur 

Page  g6.~^fr.  WillUn,  B.me  —A  m-'  ,n 
joyed  some  popularity  in  M    Iton';  dav      H     ^°"'  '^'"'''  ""^"  "'^^  '»  have  cn- 
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'i.- 


To  kdgt  all  f-^y  "'  •""  *'■'  "*;  '  "'"'-f' 
Vn,i  Doomad^'.  ./''   >"•'•">  "f  "/•'' 

fl  ^d  yZ  CMr,.,n..  n,ay  h,  Jra^"  "gam. 
If  nw  pri<tdtn^y   m  <>""''  ■'"■''*  ^f" 
A  fourth  flaa  in  your  ,acr,d  ufulJtir, 
Under  thii  carvin  marhlf  of  thine  m>nt. 
iHltft.  rare  Tragedian.  SiaieiftJre,  lU'f  alone , 
T-Sv  unmolelied  ftace.  u'lsAared  Cave, 
Po„e,>e  m  Lord,  not   Tenant,  of  thy  Grave, 
That  unto  yt  and  others  :t  may  ie 
Honttr  hereafter  (.  be  layd.  ky  the. 

Ben  Jonsc,  alludes  to  this  epitaph  in  his  lines  prefixed  to  the  First  Fo 

Ml  Shaketfeare  rise;   I  vlll  not  lodge  thee  hy 

Chaucer  or  Sfenier.  or  hid  Beaumont  ,ye 

A  little  further,  to  make  thee  a  roome.      .  .  . 

Page  98.— 70.  Cta/kM.—Scc  Introduction. 

Page  99-101.-7^.   Mg/^r's  So.g.-ln   the    first  edition   this  song 
.4  W_B."_apparently  William  Basse. 

Paee  loi.-^f'Mam.-Thc  town  of  Waltham  Abbey  lies  r  .  the  rive 
crosf  (In  k°eanor  Cross)  stands  on  the  main  road,  a  httle  over  a  m.le  to  t 

Page  xo^.-tc/^t"  yo«  are  put  to  .m  extremity  for  wormi.—Cf.  Erasmus 
thai  entitled  "Venatio."—N. 

Page  1  xo.-our  Topsel.-\n  his  History  of  Serpents.     m>Ms  o^n  n;U 

Page  ,,o.-=^/^m.W«..-Ulysses  Aldrovandus,  born   at   Bologna 

j:':^  physic  and  ph.,o.phy^  ^r::^!^^^^^  ^^c^: 

t"^  ^ef  fi  hets?speom:nt.  "l^e  died  blind  and  utterly  poor 
■[af  ^tV  gna      He  wrote  ^Hund.d  and   twenty  boo^^  o.  ^^^ 

published  at  Bolog-,cd   ed  byJ.C.Ut^ruenu      ^^^^  ,^  ^.^ 

Walton  is  quoting  at  second  hand.— B. 

Page  l...-/»  "nsu'n-  this  very  ^...-r;>//.».-This  description  is  ir 
quofatL  in  the  fir.t  cduion  ;  but  the  author  ^--^%^^^\^%^fZ 
lord  Bacon,  though  Walton  says  m  a  footnote:  ^-cw  S>r  h  a  ba 
728  and  90  (the  last   a  mistake  of  lus  printer,  for  29,  /.  e.,  ,29). 

History."— &. 
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;  First  Folio. 


his  song   is  signed 

1  the  river.  anJ  th; 
mile  to  the  Wc-r. 

Erasmus  C'Jkquit , 

;  own  7!}te. 

Bologna,  i;2-,  pro- 
search  of  mineral-, 
in  procuring  tiguro 
;erly  poor  in  a  ho>- 
d  one  De  Tiicil'u;, 
t.  Bernia,  .  ;  md 
J,  in  six  large  to'iio 
ilan  after  his  death. 
num    H'ntorui,  1640. 

tion  is  marked  a>  a 
not  given.  It  ib  nn: 
r  Fra.  Bacon,  Exp-'r. 
729),  in   his   N^itur:.: 


Not 


es 


'■  hy  Svlve- 


Pagc  liz. — So  sUui    Bootes  undi-rucjth   Hm    <■■  \- 

Camden.     M^>i/t'jn'i  oan  iiotf  '  '  •    ^  "-""■  C'crh.  Herbal   and 

...r.TS  r;"."""'  '"  "^^  "^"^  '*y  "'"'"c  first  .eok  of  •/..  ^.„.,,, 

f     '''^rp/t~'^'''-'"--Leonard   Lcssius,  born  nc 
lessor  of  Philosophy  at  Douay,  afterwards  of 
Juititia  et  De  Jure  ;   D,-  '/», 
,'/■<■  'Deity,  ,ind  on  the   Sou/'. 


car  Antwerp,  a  Jesuit,  (jrst  Pr 

■j!''t'!!^,ctDejure/^i^^^i;^;:;-s;—:^J^^^  /      ' 

T,.othy]  Sfmith,  with  the  ^rH;^^-':^^^^  ^  '"'"^"   ' 


the 


age  of  69.— H.  &  B. 


He  wrote  7J, 

^r-e  Exist  en  re  ',t' 
vas   translated   by 
rse   of  Pre>(rv-.ii, 
He  died  in  1623,  at 


Page  ^^^.-Mr.   m,nas  Barker.     Author  of  Tu  ,/,,  y  „/,^,,^. 

Page  .25.  -C..  //.,..,._Scc  previous  note  on  «>.,-.  „,c;..' ..,,,,  ^,,  , 

..S:n:^;-;;:s^-j'^p— '-"^         ..  z..^.^.. 

Suffolk,  87,  "the  Esculapius  of  his  aL  ■'  ^\' -'^^"^  ^^^  '^""<-■^  '"  '"^  //Wv,„ 
-  Dr.  Butler-s  Ale."  whic'h,  if  not  no.?  was  "  ^erv  f  "w  v  \  '^'''"''  '""''  -"-' 
houses  in  London,  which  had  his  head  for  a  sign  0,k'  ,f  tl'^"  '  ]'  ''''''" 
and  another  ,n  an  alley  from  Coleman  Streft  to  B  i  gh  |  s^re" '"  ^>- '^^'■^■' 
great  numounst.— H.     Dr.  Butler  was  born  at  rn^w.Vl!     1  ''     """  '"^^  " 

at  Clare  Hall.  Cambridge.  He  died  Ian  20  ,6^  «  '/  ',  ' '''''  "'"^  ^''""'^"^ 
Church,  Cambridge.-N.  ^  ^'  ^"*'  '"''  "''^  '^""^^  =«  St-  Mark's 

writlSV^^j;::;;^'  Sfi^;-  Sr;;"  ^"'^^^^-"".-"^  '."  doubt 
to'Kenna,'  which  probably  refeVred  to  he  m^^^  ^"'"'''^  "^}  '^^^  '-the  allusion 
not  to  be  found  in  the  third,  or    our  h  edition   iSw  ^T  T'  ,'"   ''f  '  ^"''  '' 

.f  *.  d.y.    .bli.h,d    „  f  c    L,  f 't'  ■  ...'-"r"-  r   ''""'■•'   .W"  '"F«. 


/  meM  10  iftnd  my  ,hyi  cf  tndka  d-.ui' : 
I'j  -watt  such  iw't  as  line  cmno!  rc-curr, 
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incre  n;nt  hut  l.t.w  ihall  ever  JiiiJ  me  i,m. 
.it  J  at  my  gJtii  ties  fair  I'uill  linger  it  HI, 
T,  lit  in  JcJi/i,  tv/ieu  lave  .inj  plune  ivJl, 

,■/  G<jiun  oj  grey  my  body  shall  attire : 

My  Staff,  vfbidkin  hope  ■wliertQti  I'll  stay: 

Of  lati  refeitame  link'd  with  Itmg  desire 

The  Ccuch  is  JramcJ  luiereon  my  limhs   I'll  lay : 
ArJ  at  my  gates,  en, 

Mv  y^'rf  '*"//  /'I-  of , art  and  sorrtnu  made: 

'My  DrM.  iiaug/it  else  tut  tears  falfn  from  mlic  ryti  : 
Jnd  fir  my  Liglit  in  this  oiscure  shade. 

The  fames  nlty  serve  luhich  fium  my  heart  arise : 
And  at  my  gates,  tic. 

The  old  music  is  printed  by  Major  and  Dr.  Bcthunc.  Nicolas  quoi 
similar  pncm  by  Thomas  Lodge,  through  whom,  he  suggests,  it  probably  c 
Italy  to  England. 

Page  128. —  Bryan. — Probably  a  favourite  dog.— H. 

Page  \z%.—Shimford  "Broait.— Shawford-hrook  is  the  name  of  that  p 
river  Sow  that  runs  through  the  land  which  Walton  bequeathed  to  the  C( 
of  Stafford  to  find  coals  for  the  poor.  The  right  of  fishery  attaches  to 
estate  Shawford,  or  Shallowford,  is  a  liberty  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary 
though  five  miles  distant  from  the  town.  The  messuage  there  dci 
Walton's  will,  is  now  divided  into  two  tenements.  It  is  a  poor  cottage 
and  old.  Shawford-brook  winds  beautifully  through  a  narrow  vale,  anc 
Walton's  commendation.— E. 

This  note  still  applies,  no  changes  have  been  made  at  the  cottagt 
must  be  noted  that  there  is  also  a  Shawford  a  little  below  Winchesti 
Itchcn. 

Page  129.— «ar  late  English  Gmman.-^k  reference  to  a  notorious  hi| 
of  the  day,  whose  exploits  had  been  celebrated  in  a  book  entitled  'The  Ei 
man;  or  tke  Hums  of  that  VnparalUled  Thlff,  Jama  H:/iti,  wnttcn  by  G. 
Fidge)  (1652).     The  original  Gusman  was  the   hero  of  a   famous  Spai 
7h  Life  of  (jusman  li' Alfarache,  by  Matheo  Aleman. 

Page  l-^o.— Beggar's  Bush.—Th\%  was,  of  course,  written  by  John 
not  Ben  Jonson. 

Page  I'iO.—  Frank  'Davison's  song.—VTmzK  Davison  was  the  edi 
famous  Poetical  Rhapsody  (1602),  in  which  this  song  bears  the  signature 
frequent  contributor  who  has  not  been  identified  with  certainty,  bee  iM 
introduction  to  his  edition  of  the  Poetical  Rhapsody, 

Page  i^i.—hares  change  sexes.— An.  old  fable  among  coiintry-tolk 
men.     Men  and  women  have  been  supposed  to  change  sexes  in  the  satn 
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by  John   Fletcher, 


Sec  Mr.  Bulkn': 


Notes 

Pliny  (Uut.  N„t.,  vii.  4)  gravely  sav,  •  .-  ri  u 
notUbulou.  Wcrtnd  in  the  An.uff  har  in  L'-'''"^%'"  '"""'-  "'<"  male.  i. 
and  Cras.u,  Longinu..  a  boy.  living  undo-  L  .  '"",'''''  "'  '^'^"""^  ^^"'-'^ 
urg.n.and  by  ordcroCthc  Augur,  abandoned  aT""' ,""/'  ^^^  '"""-"^  '"'"  » 
dccl  red  that  he  saw  in  Argosfone  Arcsc  n  w  ,  'rn'  ""  "  ^'^""""^  ^^^'^^^^-^ 
and  had  been  married,  bnt  getting  a  beard  ^ndr,  "  '^^  "^"'^'  ''^  Ar.scu^a. 

a  boy  of  the  .  .me  kind  at  Smvrna.  /  4^  .  ^-"  i  .  'a/""  ?  ",""'•••  "^'  ^-^^  "'- 
"'  /  '^>'^'l^'^'  '-ho  was  changed  into  a  inan  n  h  f  '"*:  ^^  ^""'^■'"-  »  '•"i^-' 
reader  may  remember  how  Tiresias  wa  t  r  d  i  ,/  " '^  marrug.-day."  The 
copulating  snakes,  and   back  again  into  a  m.n  '  ""'^''"   ''J"  ^'^'^^ing   tuo 

process  ;  and  how  he  lost  his  sigh     rom  th  ^'"'  afterwards  bv  the  .an,e 

nuptial  quesnon  between  her  a  d    u^t"    tnt.lTr  '^'■^"""'  '>  '^^''"^^  ^  d^', 
also  asserts  that  /v  saw  a  man  who  hafo^a  '  I    Jra  woir  '"'■^'"""^-   '^'"'"''«-- 


.-go 

-B. 


and  editor  oHiis  wSs.  He  was  hf^^Or""  '''"'""'  "''  ''^^'ancthon's  son-in-law 
wrote  many  medical  works"v  ,  a  r"  t";"'""'  '^'-'r''  '"^  '-turali^t.  a  d" 
^uffered  an  imprisonment  of  ten  years  iurintvuT'^'  '""^^''-  ^"^  '"<^^^"^^>-  He 
.he  margin  of  books  w.th  an  ink '„  d;  /'bL  'crVt'"'  ^^  ""^'^'  '"'  "'""^'^'^  "" 
aged  seventy-seven.  Walton  quotes  hi,  ,hr  V  ''  t"^  """"•■  ^^  Ji^d  i6oi. 
graph  was  added  to  the  fifth  edition.     B."^     ^'''"'^""'  ""^   "''"  '-hole  para- 

ori^h^yi;;ftr:i:j^e:tnj:::::i::?t-7''^  '■—  -'^^ "-  science 

tascmatmg  books  on  the  subject  i  Mr  Rfintr  vVT'  ^"^  "*'  '^<^  "^"^t 
^h,ch,  among  others,  he  gives  an  account  of  ^.h'.^""^  '■^' ''''■  '^'•''-"•'/tw,  in 
the  Marechal  de  Ret.,  said  to  b  the  or,g  n  1  o^bT  R^™;"?  "'  ''''  ^-";.-,,..;..v, 
gne,.  to  his  beard  by  his  frequent  bathsin  b  ood  "  "  '  '"^"  ''^"  P"?''^  ""'S^' 
Dr.  Bethune  has  a  long  and  learned  note  on  the  subject. 

a.-t^;:^^;;;;^;rit::?s;vamle::il'::-^^^  ^y  ^^c 

tul  labyrinth  of  ear  for  the  purpose-  "     O/'  /«  ?      !      '        '"^^  '"•'■'■'  ^  '-""'J"- 

man,  a  friend  of  mine,  assurL  TVhat  a/th    'AbbeVot  St'  b' r';  '  ']■  '""    ^  ^■'"«>- 
he  saw  trout  come  at  the  whistling  of  the  feeder      H  '  "'"  ■^"'"•'"^'^ 

.'^i^g';::L;t.t':::r:d^rthe^':l:;f  ^r  ''^'  r  i  '--^ "-  ■■•  ^  '-'^ 

was  n>cntion  tnade  of  an   eel  in  a  TZcl  11       ^  ,    '"  ""=  *^^''  °^  '■'•^•'•'-  "'"•-■ 
^poon  by  the  children  on   being  called  bv  h"  u  Tu     '"  ^'  ^'^  ""'  "'  => 

adjacent  lake,   ver;   deep    in  whirh   n  ^  "  ^'f^'^  ^='>'^  ^  ""''^"'-'  ''»  =•'»  »'• 

largest  have  names'givn^W"  hi   a^dclr'h''   '^^'^  ""   '"^f-  ^'""^'  ^^*'  '^"-■ 
tion  of  the  question  mav  br   rhr;  ^^  "'>'-:"  they  are  called."     The  solu- 

alarmed  by  n^ois     w  th  v^hich  thevh' ""'"''  °'   '^^'""^  '^""  "°^  '"'^  "-"'  '"  '^'^ 
..bey  a  sou;d  when  it  t  for  theltlL'efit.-B.""""  ^  '"'  ^"^^  ""^-  ^""  '='"'  '" 
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Page  I3;.-S;r  FrnrnU  B„ran.-W»hon  quotes  Bacon's  Latin  works  throi 
translation  by  Rawloy,  1635-38-57.-  B. 

1'aj.c  ii6.^Dr.  IMemll.  -Dr.  George  Hakcwil!  was  born  at  Exeter  in 
and  w!s   Rector  of  Exeter  College,  Oxford  ;  he  d.ed  at  h.s  l.vmg  at  Heant. 
Devonshire,  in  April  1649. 

Page  ,  .0.  -5,;/t.;,;;;.-  Hippolito  Salviani,  a  ^  hysician  of  Rome,  who  died 
aged  fifty-nine.     Besides  his  A^u„nnum  Animanum   ^"'/C'f'  ^°7;  '  5;+.  * 
wrote  Dc  Crinbus  ad  ^nknam  C.nsura,  and  a  comedy  {U  Ruffian.i),  Nv.tn  ] 
in  Italian. — B. 

Page  U0.-5/.  Jmhro.-  o„  th- gr,ylh,sr.^-lir.  Bethunc  quotes  the  entire  p 
thus:    "Neque   te  inhonoratum   nostra  prosecut.one.   ''^>''"»"^' .'1'™"''"' 
flore   nomen   incoluit  ;    seu  Ticini    to  fluminis,  seu   ama-n,   Ates.s  unda  n 
flores.     Denique    sermo     testatior.   quod    de    eo    cu,   gratam   ''■■d".lc    ^"»v 
d°ctum  facetc   sit,    Aut  piscan    ^Ut  aut  fiorem ;    .ta   d>em   pronunt.atus   e  t 
odorTssiquifloris      ^uid  specie   tua  gratius .'     Ou,d  suav.tate  jucund.us 
odorc    fra^antius.'     Ouod    mella    fragrant,    hoc    tu    tuo   corpore    sp.ras. 
n'aneroi:,  v.  »." 

Paces  ^^q-^^o.-G.■>m'r  m-ntions  a  ^/.(..-Walton  quotes  the  story  tro 
Hakev^  r.  Jpologic  ofthe  Pozver  ,.,ul  PraviJcna-  of  QU  Accordmg  to  Dr.  Be 
"he  'torv  as  found  in  Gesner,  is,  that  a  pike  was  talcen  m  a  pool  near  th 
of  Swed  n  („,  tr.dit  Connuhs  Celth),  in  the  year  1497,  <>"  wh.ch  under  th 
was  di  cove  ed  a  ring  of  Cyprus  brass,  partly  bright,  hav.ng  a  Greek  .ns. 
Tound  the  im,  which  was  interpreted  by  Dalburgus,  Bishop  ot  Worms,  to  s 
"  I  am  tl  e  fish  first  of  all  placed  in  this  pond,  by  the  hands  ot  t-der,c  the^ 
ot^  the  fifth  of  October,  in  the  year  of  grace  ,230  ;"  which  would  make 
267  year.  Hakewill  gives  the  inscription  in  Lat.n  thus  :  £^.  .««•  ,//.  >• 
Zgl  o.niumprirnu>  ^poutus  per  mundi  Rcctoris  Fredenn  Secund,  m..„u>,  ,  C 
iinno  1 23°- 

Page     ,-.o.-Killmv>orth    />.W.-Thc    old    name    for     Kenilworth 
probabilitv  this  was  the  remains  of  the  Lake  constructed  by  the   Earl  ot  L 
for  Que-eii  Elizabeth's  visit  to  Kenilworth  Castle. 

Page  1 :2.-Z)-./.n;r////.-Janus  Dubravius  Scala,  Bishop  of  Olmutz,  in  N 
in  the  sixteenth  century,  was  born  at  Pilsen,  i"  Bohemia ;  was  sent  amba.sa, 
Skilv  and  made  President  of  the  Chamber  which  tried  the  rebels  ot  Si 
Be  its  "he^bove  book  (the  Latin  title  whereof  h  De  Pnann..  e,  P.nm 
.JZer,  \,.,.ur,s)  he  wrote  in  Latin  a  Ws.on  .J  B.he.u.;  and  an  or^ 
Sigismund,  King  of  Poland,  exhorting  him  to  make  war  on  the  Turks.     H 
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rcl.uons.  was  in  .jgy.  translated  into  KnglM,  afuUuhll  n  )  *"•■  ■"""/  ^'^''*'^''' 
Churchcy.  Fellow  o»  L,o„',  Inn.  with  the  ,  1 1  fsTu  'i'  ?"'""/  7  ^'-^-'K^- 
r,-^> ;/,-.,„«/  ..nJ.r^rcat  Profit,  -4,/V>  C^  J  v'  ^    "/r  ''^^^^^''/^^'^'''''^rr. 

Page  156.-  C'/W//,a/. —  leromc   Cardan    :ii.   i„i  1.    •  ■ 

mathcmatici.,,,  born  at  Pavia.  Sep  ember  .4  "o  i!;  ''''>^"-'""'  '"i"""^''  "'"^ 
^ome  potion.  v,hieh  his  mo  her  took  to  n'rocC"  .'"""'  "'""''  ^^'i'^'-^''^ 
constitution,  rendering  him  ir  itab  c  eccentr ,  t""""'  !'^''">  "'^'-'^"^^  '"^ 
respect  shown  him  for'his  learrg.  nh^pp  '  'V,;';  '  "''';'''^^'f"^">S  '^e  great 
astrology.     His  books  (ten  volumes  folio Ty'ons     66, ^  1  '''   "'  ^"""'«   ""' 

character  and  wildncss  of  opinions    He  cast  h     \.      ^^  ^'T  '■''-•^'••'""^"y  of 

the  day  of  his  death,  starved  himself  tha  hi  ,  '  h"""- '  l"^, ''"  ''^  ^''"'^''"''^ 
September  ,,,  ,576,  I„  ,r„  h?was  „  f V  \  *n  '  "''  T'^""  ''^'  ''"^•'  =■'  *^""'<-'. 
(Hawkins  says',  "'v^rote  a  cl,  acte  'T  Fd.'v^rd  V ^'L';,  7 '"'/"'  ^""  "■'-'  ""'^">- 
prognostication.     The  book  re^errei  .,.  i^tr^:.'^  hif  At.X;^:i:^^:J!^ 

been  t'aken  upVy'wi^df  or  :vate::spo:t's.rB!"  '^""'  '^'^"^  "^^^  ^"""S  '-^^  '^-ing 
Hage  ,59.-.^/.  'i..._Who  this  was  has  not  been  discovered. 

chrS«^:i^;rl66^:;h:;;ri;^r"--'>-  ^--^  ^^  ^'^'->  -^^  Bake., 

Turkey,,  Carls.  Hof[a.   Pk,.,rel  „„/  &,, 
CJoir  M/0  England  all  in  cw  ,<•>"  ; 

'.(.,  the  fifteenth  year  of  Henry  VIII      Th,\  ;      k  n 

vcrc  brought  fro,     America  about  15 z,.     Hops  were  introduced  about 

Italy^'^y/w~tS^fiV~  w""'r  •'°''"' • "  Pn'^'^i'"  ""'^  '''^'°"'">  l^"'"  "'  ^''""''. '" 
Rome    VtJ  Vil    (,  J       '  "  ''"'"''•  ''^''  '^""■^^^  /;^//w«/V,  while  studying  at 

D^ppo  n  e'd  "7u  t^eTSom  r'  t  ""'""^  """^  ^"^  ^^^-^  «-^''°P  ""  ^'kI 
historyof  his  own     i./fV  •*''■'  '"'^'^   '°  Florence,  where  he  wrote  the 

■556.     HisL^e?s  n^  '    I    "*  '+9+  to  .54+.  published  there  in  three  vols,  folio, 

Paulus   J^vius.  a'nottr    Bi^hof  of^N    .'i    i"^  ^6 '  "h'  ''^  ""''"""'^■' "'"'■ 
letters.— B.  "'  "oj,    or    iNoccra,   in    1,86.   who  was  also  a  man   of 


Pike  or 
Turkeys 
524— B. 


Page  xdi.—Lake  Zar/,;//._ShouId  be  L 


f 

4        ( 


'irian.     The  modern  Lake  Como.— B. 
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Notes 


<,,i,no  be  two  y-!"'  11  *' 
B. 


d.,m;  bellj.^  The  period 


Page  xbi.—tlffl'P^""! 
gcsution  i>  twenty  months.  ^^^^    ^ 

rhirc:whX-d.bout.r.:S,ageac-gh.y-.wo. 

Pago  l6+.      7i^^  "ir^  '/  ""^•,  "^'^'/.'damp'S^in'nct's'lull  "»''"Tr'^^''' 
Hollana  thcv  sometime,  suspend  them  ..,  a  d»rnp  cell.  ^^^^^  ^.^^      ^„  ^^^,,, 

"'  mltencd  with  milk,  and  ^^  ^J^'t:X  a  hundred  and  ft^.y  or  . 

toldifAmerica     vv^ichwcmay^ellbel.evc. 

i'     i;  h  /;>//v  -The  bream  seems  formerly 

Page  .70-  '/v    '■'•'■'';^'"^"'''l.';i;;,;5      Sir  "William  Dugdale  has  preser^c 

have  been   a  '-nourue  d>sh  '".'"■"B"     J*'         j^^^^i,,,  p„,s  ot   the   k.ngd 

,ur,ous  instanc       Z  the  great  F'^;;-;  »\'^^;'„' '  „,„,,  v.,  when  u  was  rated  at 

which  uhore  ■     vngagoasthe   -'^  ^car  "t   t        •        .  _^     .-e  of  tour   >t  iIk" 

M'„r:t/V^-'/v'V.  p.  668.     N.  .  ,.  ,incs  trom  Skelton  : 

Nicolas  also  quote  the  tollowmg  preu. 

Page  .76.-/V.^^^   S.  J.^^^s.Ue   u.U!   B..r.^o,.n....U.^^^   J-^V 
August  2+. 

Page  .77-^'^'  ^-^'  "-'p'r-f'""  t^:r^£:jr^^^^^^ 

proper  ies  is'a  widely  held  beliet,  '- 7^';^^ ^.i^ght  llis  of  fact.  '"  The 
Jher  Davies,seems  to  th.nk  there  "^^j'^-.^'^^^^f. always  seems  ,o  me  to 
\S&;'£^^^  S"\  has  l^en  ascertained  by  e.er.m. 
^'^^^X^^-^^^^  Burleigh,  papers  to  this  e«.ct  :  "The 


^^l  i, 
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Notes 

jiiul  tl,t  pike  will  agree  K>t  together.  a,ul   ,1k    il,c»iil    „,.,    hurt    the   i.  J,c   a, 
being  the  physician  o(  all  treble  water  h-he."  i-- lie,  j. 


P»gc  1H3.      C''">i\  livt  Kith  mi 
A-,   printed   111    l)<,itni'i    Pieim 
reading  fur 

Verse  2,  line  },. 

Verse  6,  line  4. 

N'erse  7,  line  4. 


-NVnticn  l.\  n.mpie  in  iniitjtion   i,C  Marlowe. 
(16J5)    It   -lij.|,.|y    ijries   (rom   Waltoii'v    w,-r^i,,r. 


"And  there  th'  ini.aniourM  fish  will  -.lav." 
"  Bewitch  pour  Hsh.-s  wandering  eves."' 
"Alas,  i^  wi«er  tar  than  I.''  ' 


lagc  IH6  /..^./.-Lobel^ometime,  called  I'Ohcl,  hut  more  correctly  Mat- 
thias de  I.obel.  a  native  ot  Lisle,  who  ^tiKiial  at  Mont,  elicr,  and  was  a  pupil,, 
Rondeletius.  He  was  eminent  a.  a  physician,  and  principallv  as  a  botanist.  After 
travelling  extensivclv,  he  v,s„cd  KngLnd  by  invitation  of  James  I.,  who  appointed 
him  his  botanist  and  physician.  He  superintended  the  Botanical  (iardc.  of  Lord 
/ouch  at  Hackn.v.  and  in  1570  published  at  Londr.n  his  N,v.,  Sttrpiur  Aaty. 
.,//w,  afterwards  .'V,;«,/r//w  „■//  S/^rfium  ///</5r/,/,  which,  wi  h  his  1,H-r  .:r;,  was 
published  at  Antwerp,  i;7f,.  He  wrote  some  other  uorU,  and  died  i'fii^ 
aged  78,-- H.  ii  B. 

Page  1 86.  Cj.r.nJ.^-  John  (Jcrard  was  one  of  the  tir^t  ol  our  English  botani-:- 
was  by  protessnn  a  surgeon,  and  published,  in  1 597.  an  {/,;■',,/  m  a  large  folio 
dedicated  to  the  Lord  Treasurer  Burleigh;  and,  two  years  after,  J  C'tahi'i,  ■/ 
Pi.ints  Herbs,  A;.,  to  the  number  of  eleven  hundred,  rai-ed  and  naturalised  bv 
himself  in  a  large  garden  near  hi»  hous^-  in  Holborn.  The  latter  i,  dedicated  •■, 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh. 

The  reference  is  from  book  iii.  171,  "On  the  g.-o^e  tree,  barnacle  tree,  or  ti,. 
irce  bearing  geese,"  which  has  a  curious  woodcut.-  H.  &  B. 

Piig*-'  '^*'- '''•"  ^'"■■■■pr,\  that  Cnss^i,,  the  u-at'.r  [ulo  kept  /,r)  !.:ri,;!t,J  her  der.l- 

—Walton  alludes  to  the  story  told  in  Lord  Bacon's  Apothegm,  (215),  of  CrasMis 
retorting  upon  Domitius,  who  ridiculed  him  for  weeping  over  a  pet  murvna  of  his 
which  had  died  "That's  more  than  you  did  for  both  your  wives.''  Plutarch  {Or 
Soler.  Jnim.)  says  it  was  a  mullet,  and  that  Domitius  hid  buried  th:ree  wives.  The 
reader  will  perceive  the  anachronism  into  which  Walton  has  fallen  bv  confounding 
Domitius  with  the  Emperor  Domitian.  7  ne  fish  belonged  to  Crassus  him- 
self.—H.  &  B. 

Page  188.— r,'A  .  .  .  ///.>// ./ry  ,ijrira./.-- Dr.  Plot,  in  his ///Vsrv  s/"  5.'.^ir,/j/'>,', 
p.  242,  mentions  certain  waters  and  a  pool  that  were  stocked  bv'eels  that  had, 
trom  waters  they  liked  not,  travelled  in  arido,  or  over  drv  land,  to  these  other.- h! 

A  well-known  fact. 

^  P*gs  •*'8. — uur  Cnmdeii  ;r/.,7(j.— Camden's  relation  is  to  this  cticct,  viz., 
"That  at  a  place  called  Scfton,  in  the  above   county,  upon   turning   up  the   turf, 

419 


1'^ 


ts 


^  i 


\ 


:  » 


♦  ■ 


•    n 


Notes 

men  find  a  M.ck,  dcadi»h  w.tcr.  with  .mill  K.hc,  thcrcin/'-'flr/™,.  Uncihirc 
FuUcr  who  also  rcpom  th»  m.ngc  t.ct,  humorously  «ys  "th«t  the  men  o    ih> 

111  the  u.untry  about  Hcr.clca  and  Suis  in  Pontu».--H. 


Page  iqi.-fh- n/ Jmfr'>'"  m^.u.-Amo^i  the  .uncus  tancic*  ;"P;.^""8 'J 
medicinal  qual.tie,  of  the  ccl.  i.  one  of  Pliny',,  gr.-vely  vouched  tor  by  Galen 
?  S.    pLMMy>   (iii.  p.   >4°.  '•■/•  K"hn).  that  w.nc  .n  which   «''  t"-   ^^ 
fuZ-.ted  cure,  a  habit  ot   drunkenness.     On   the  otSer   hand,  .n    f/.   Sa/,rnu. 


SihoJ  »/  Rf^.r'nn,  wc  read  : 


i'a  till  of  tlh  iL'llI  «>jkl  y  u  h-Mrli 
(.1  Itiirntd  ./>.'»'  </5'«  Jn'O-iiu), 
Bui  iktn  'lluill  I'""  r«/«rt  f   '*•  /«""• 


-B. 


Page  IQI.— n  Solomon  un>  of  /.«,v.-  Proverbs  x.v.  i6.  Walton  quotes  ,, 
accurafeh?  The  verse  runs  :  "Has,  thou  tound  hon  ;;  ?  _cat  so  much  .»  u  ,ut 
cicnt  tor 'thee,  lest  thou  be  filled  therewith,  and  vomit  it. 

Page  19:.-./.  th-  7,Tri  Jo,  I,  tvhm  l/.y  [,rA]  xn-  f'.rbiddcn  hy  th  l.nv.-U^ 
\\.  9,  10  ;  Dcur.  \iv.  9,  10. 

Page  PK.  -Cuiia.  .-^ntonius  Ga/.ius  of  Padua,  of  whom  .  short  account 
eivcit  in  Moreri  (DUt.  Hist.,  cd,t.  Par.,  1759.  '"">•  ^•' P'/'^^-  "'f  P'r 
wo  k  to  wliich  Walton  alludes,  was  his  Onn.i  FlorU.i  C^Udian^;  "cr  'He  Un> 
™.  il/..,,  firs,  published  at  Venice  in  .49-.whcn  ^c  wa,  on  y  twen  y-e,, 
years  old,  chapters  cxxx-vii.,  which  relate  to  the  qualities  ot  "  "  ♦^s'  »  t,. 
He  died  in  1  530,  not  1 528.  as  some  writers  have  asserted,  bee  also  Mange,,  B 
SiTif.  C\ii-dU:,  torn.  ii.  lib.  vii.--  N. 

Paee  \ab  -'D'Htor  Sheldon. -V,\\hcrl  Sheldon  (159S-1677).  ARoya 
divinc'who  was  made  Bishop  of  London  at  the  Restoration,  and  ^^'^^^  ^ 
(,663)  as  Archbishop  ot  Canterbury.  He  was  also  ChanceUor  ot  Oxford,  wl. 
he  built  the  theatre  which  goes  by  his  name. 

Pace  201  -Jliirr.ot  udt.—AlUmot  is  most  probably  a  corruption  of  Alt'.  .'M 
in  Calabria,  where  there  is  a  salt  mine,  formerly  of  great  value  and  much  wor. 
though  n":  neglected.  Even  that  acrid  salt  could  hardly  turn  a  bleak  into 
anchov7. — B. 

Paee  201  — /  Paternoster  line.-~A  Patcr-nostcr  line  is  a  line  of  gut  or  twi 
hair,  on  which  are  tied,  about  eight  inches  apart   beginning  at   the   bottom 
or  more  hooks  on  snells  (or  pieces  of  gut)  about  three  inches  or  \<^^^^i^J 
ho.?ks  arc  distributed  somewhat   like   the   beads  ot   a   rosary,  Hawkins  sa)s 
called  ?  Pater-nostcr." — B. 
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Page  ioy.—ofwN.h  Dio.hr^ 

Wilton  p 
intu  Eiigli 


Pigc   iQ*.~p/.,iit.,s  F/ft,-hr.-.\n 


llu 


r«.-    J,,^  ;v^,    ^,„„.    „^^    ,,^   ,^^^    .^^ 


about  16,4.  b.it  did  „„t  publish  until  ,6,,.  when  i t ' a..n  '^r  r  '  ",  ''  '"'  "■'""^ 
"as  ,t  h.th  bcc,  .ctcd  in  K.ng-,  College  Cal  i  /-^^  "Vhe  "'  '"\"""" 
laid  in  bicly.     In  i6.,z  he  published  a  .nmll    nro,.  ,„  1  "-'■:"'-'  "^  "   " 

^»/;7*-r   Bnunn,^,  h*v,ng   special    refer",        t  ,  Can  f      "'  '*"".'■•  '^'  ^"'""'' 

7VW.V  '^^'•-'-  "^  >^>-  r.:rJ,nr\;cJnjJ^'^:'  ^r'^r',";  '■  '■ 

poetical  description,  in   the    Spenserian  stan/a   „t    ,l„    k  ^      f./,mj  ,m 

wi.h.anding  the  di«ic,.ity  .„  L.  .ub  ja:?;'^:;:; :; ,.'';::;"  j-;;-.  -^  -- 

passages  occur  m  it  ot  „„  ,mall  merit.  His  Pu.  r,ne  /, ;"- 'V'^'"-  ^hilo  >omc 
very  pleasing  as  are  some  of  hi,  m„cellan,es.  The  m.o7  tio !' i'n  th  "''^""''^'  "' 
the  third,  fikh.  and  ^ixth  verses  of  the  Xllth  Hast)  cant  V  //»"■''  '^  ''""' 
Walton  has  used  his  wonted  freedom  iraltcSi^," '/^or  'h  "'t  '^'''"■•'• 
original  has.  "His  bed  of  wool  yields."  .^c.  our  i  fho  writ  s  "H  u^  i"'*'""  ""' 
than  soft."  &c.  Fletcher  also  wrote.  "  Nev^  "-"humb  "  o  use  "r  'a  -T  "'^ 
him  :      and  his  last  line  is,  "^  '"''■    '"rment 


.in.i  «./■,,  -;,■  ,/;,,.  ;,,„  ..„./,  ,,,,,*  ^,^,„,  ,^^^ 


^im. 


The  Tiscatory  Echgtus  were  republished  with  a   Drcfa,-,    ,„^    ll 
by  Ale.  Fraser  Tytlcr  (afterwards  Lord  Wo^JLousekx)        ,'  f  '"""'^^'ve  „o,c,. 
Not  only  in   the    Eclogues,  but   throughout   ht  wrVt^;",^ ':■'"'  '^; '-'""• 
pcnsities  arc  discoverable— B.  '6  .  ricccntr  ^   angling   pro- 


Page    2  1 

music   for 


Jcnccofthe  F.arl  of  Bridgewat^r      ItTs  prop  rT„  id/  ^V'^'u",'""''^'  "•^'   ^'^^i- 
in  calling  it  an  "Old  Ketch  "  7,st  oA\     T^     ■  '  '''*'  ^■''""'   '^  mistaken 

^tylc  of  a' madrigal  (7^^>t-B!         '^  '         "  "  ""'  '  ''''''  ''"   ""'"  '"   ''-• 
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i:l\";'''gr;;,rw.Dri;t;;.  ^hL?,  u\e  i  ,iA ..... .h.,-  -- «...." 

hy  Sir  William  Davciiant.— H. 

>aid  to  have  completed  their  popularisation. 

,,,,po.!-  I  will  go  >^'^>;- ,^!;^7;:,fS;t  thTctdiirce  belong  to  /). 
U>,  ^'"^\::;??';>rTh«  t  Id^^^u  wa!  I'good  man,  and  a  good  Fisher;  i, 
Notve/,  the  Dean  ot  F<iul  x,  that  '  t"'"  >  ,,,  .  °  jhcv  he  both  honest  men  an. 
,s  hard  by  the  West  end  of  Sau.t  P""^'  ^^^  'llTrhcn,  good  Master,  lot  , 
will  fit  an  angler  with  what  taekhng  '^<=<;^"J"V./ '''',f  eVs^caking  of  Fletcher 
be  at  C^-/'-^.f  ."'::'<  f  ;„,'::;!  ^::t^Z£"S  onc^day  walk  w,t, 
:.:/ro  cLltKerb;:-;  in  Ha;;  aUey  in  Shoe  Lane,  who  ,s  the  most  e.act  a,v 

best  hook-maker  that  the  nation  affords.  bcvond  our  conicctur. 

Whv  Walton  left  Kirby's  name  out  of  his  I'^t  c^d't  on  |^bcjonrt  J  ^^^^ 

,W  he  was  not  dead  at  the  time ;  in  the  fim  edition  of  7     ^j/  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^ 

(Chetham's),  ,68l,  there  is  »^='t^"''^n;  J  ondon  • "  Ind  in  the  third  cditio 
Charles  Kirby  ///  Globe  Court  ,,  Shoe  Lane,  London        and^  _ 

oHhe  same  work  there  i.  another  ''d;-"---\.thT  sileth  aU  so^ts  of  Ffshii 
the  Fish  in  Black  Horse  alley  "="  Fl^^c  ''  ^;  vvhich  added  :  "Note,  Th 
Tackle,  also  Chares  •^-•j^'^.^'^t^nts-'of  ht^er  and  strength,  and  nu, 
^IJ^^Z^  £  whi^;^r  j^ud^.  .  the^use.;;  U.. 
oJ  Kirby  leurnt  the  secret  of  tempering   he  stc  d  tor  his  hool.    ^^  ^^  , 

S^.^rg  otS  evIL^S^^^ch  ts^l^l^^  of  n^.otint  engra.i 
tVom  sJeing  a 'soldier  scraping  a  rusty  musket  barrel.-  B. 

p        , ,6       If  ;r/vW«i  -Peter  Andrew  Matthiolus,  an  eminent  phv^-'^ian.  J^ 
Page  '^^•-^'"■;  ",•„,;,  ,,,,t  known  bv  his  comm.ntaries  on  the  ^L't, 

tr.;:ct';:o'ft%'?TLtr;..t°rw±ha.„isp.o..«r.^r'' 
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He  must  HOC 
iiir.cratiT.t.      B. 


(Medicinales,  Pnig.,  1561.      He  died  of  the  plague  a;  Trent    I    -- 
be  confounded  with  Matthiolus  of  Padua,  1490,  who  wrote  'An'k], 

■   ^1l   "  V?';  "'^''"''  ^,?^'""/>^>-  -Th'--  title  of  Hevlin's  work  i>  C..mozn,,h 
originally  published  as  a  small  octavo,  with  the  rith-  nV   M: :■  "-"""^raphy 

Des.ripion  of,/.-  Great  World;  enlarged  .,.,,  Ovf,°d  11,"^/;  "  1  ''""' 
wards  to  a  large  folio_C.m.^?r.;/-v  in^Four  B^ks  "  ; Sv'  ,/.'  -/"'  ""V"""- 
Hisroric  of  the  whole  IforlJ,  It  III  the  PrinnplKi^      V:,^^^^^  V'f 

t,^eof  ,65z-'64,  '66,  /S..  Walton  has  co,l.l  verS,';;;;nr  hL- tl^^  vS^ 
D%W:=;:  ^^■^"■■■■"^•"^'^^  ^^-^-  TKa,.,sis,"   to  the  end  of  Mi^ei 

and'i^i^nilj^iki::^;?^  •;^;^£ -S  A:?f:t^i"::s.' •  etr  ::;^"'f 

D.D,   in    .633.     Deprived   of  his^  church    preferments,   he    li'd  '.       "tin      ' 
studious  ret.retr.ent,  until  at   the   Restoration   he  received  his  preferment,  agai 
but  never  rose  higher  than  sub-Dean  of  Westminster,  and  died  in  1662      He  w, 
a  v-cry  voluminous  writer  and  a  keen  controversialist.    His  learning  was  lerv  ere^? 
and    h.s    talents    remarkable,    but,    as   Wood  observes,  "He   was   too  much  of  a 
party  man  to  be  an  h.stor.an.  and  equally  an  enemy  to  Popery  and   Puritanism" 
To  what  extent  he  earned   hts  notions  may  be  inferred  from  the   high   favour  in 
wh.ch  he  stood  w.th  Laud   and  the  fact  of  his  having  determined  in  tl,e  negati  e 
the  two  qucst.ons,  "Whether  the  Church  .s  ever  invisible?"  and  "Whether 
Church  can  err  r  "     From  his  Polemical  histories  of  F.piseopacy  and  Presbvterian' 
.sm,  he  deserves  the  ep.th-    not  seldom  applied  to  him  of  "  uncandid."  -B. 

Page   230.--,/    (^erman  /'.j/.-Who  this  Germ:m  poet  was,  has  not  been  d.,- 
covered.     Heyl.n  gives  three  lines  : 

T'jt  campos,  sylvai,  tor  'egu  ti,  \i,  r;t  h;rf^j^ 

Artifiii  txcultos  dextvti,  fir  •viditiut  ata-i 

Ui  nmi-  yluunh  Th.nmisis  c:ni:  Tibride  u-uet. N. 

Page  232. — Grotius  (in  lis  "  Sopl-om"). 

Of  Ariijicial  mtjr,  so  md::y  Jishi, 

'The  sciicral  kinds  unknown  to  NiU  of  yisJus. 

Strange  hunts  from  Afi  id,  ivhi^h  yt-.'  leant  a  name. 

And  hirds  '.uhwh  from  th  Arah-.m  de,r,     came. 

Groiius.    His  Soplwmpaneas  or  Joseflu  :,  trage.ly,  by  Fr.incis  G..l,i,mith,  £54,,  .2mn,  L.m.l.,  i6;i._N. 

Page  z^J.—'Doaor  Lei^ult.- -Wahon  refers  to  Mii,!,,;  Rustipte ,-  or,  Tlr  Country 
Farmer,  Compyled  in  tie  French  Tongue  h  Ch.Hef  Stevens  ,inJ  J'jln  Ltebault,  Doetor. 
ofPhsieke,  ,in<l  Transhited  into  English  h^  Richard  Surflet,  Practitioner  ,„  'ph;ieie 
Lond.,  1616,  fol.,  from  which  this  chapter  is  cntirclv  derived.  ' 

Page  244.— CV///«>/.— Nicholas  Caussin,  a  Jesuit,  born  at  Troves,  ijS;,  who 
gained  quite  a  reputation  as  a  preacher  and  writer.   He  was  Confessor  to  Louis  .XI IF 
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returned  to  Paris,  where  he  died,  165 1.     Me  w  ^^^  j^^  ^ 

Vrench,  the  most  celebrated  otwhchL.  "l^SlL  En'gUsh  :   ne  H.H 
and  most  complete  ed.t.on,  .66+      which  wa^^  ^^^,^.     ^.L,  Translated  ,nt 

Court,  in  l^reejrmesj^ntun  ''  ^  ^f  j^^^^^^^f  morality  written  in  an  affected 
English  by  Sr.  T.  II.,  1634.  ^f-     \\  ''  *  °°  5^^  of  having  more  reference  tt 

style,  though  not  destitute  of  j""'^^  *"^,;"\^=„was  often  repfinted.  and  renderec 
French  politics  than  rehgion.  I'.  *^»V  ^'ef  [""  Pedagogue  Chretien,  and  U 

fnto  various  languages.     It  ranks  =",?""'  ^  ,e„tence  quoted  by  Walton  i. 
Sept  frompettes.     I  have  not  been  ^b k  to  find  ^h  J^:n  ^   ^^^^^^^.^^    ^^j^^_ 

cither  the  French  or  English  ^""°"''^°^^°.,„d    perhaps,  himself  deserves  th 

Jgatiopolis." — B. 

,.  ■  n,   Tinnne    as  a  reverend  an 

Paee  24?.-/  Z^"^"  ^^"^'^  "  grave  d.v me  say. ^-Dr.  Donne, 

;      V,--   mrrt   H'otlon.— In  the   first  and  sccor 
Page  2^».-some  say  written  iy   ^r  ""'^^     j^  (Donne)  :"  "But  let  the 
editions  Walton  wrote,  "some  "J  ^  '■;^^'=^^;y  ^^j  ,  Lve  soul,  and  must  nco 
be  writ  by  whom  they  -"'';,<;;';^;r time  of  their  composure  ;  'and  I  hope 
be  posscst  with  happie  thoughts  at  « j* ^  "  .  ..^jj^  this  account  agrees  tl 

was'an  Angler- (second  eduion)^   ^'^''^ll^'^^^^^^^^^ 

title  ofa  copy  in  MS.  Ashm.,  38./f-^«"     ^^         suggested  as  the   authors,  ai 

Raleigh    and   Sir   Kenelm   D.gby  have  ^"^      j^S  ^^^^^^  ^^j^^,  ^ 

tradition  is  strongly  in  support  oRae^ha^^^^^^^^^^  .^  ^^   ^^^^.^, 

ZtS-astrys!  thS  v^^^L::  n^b^;  out  the  story  that  he  wrote  . 
the  Tower  shortly  before  his  execution. 

Page  .49.-..  St.  Austin  in  Ms  "  ^-^-f-'j-^-'^th^'r^  ^  ^^^S^'' 

1660,  lib.  9,  cap.  3-— N. 

z    i/     ■      .^  <J/   P.ter's  Master  be  with  mine.-k  Protestant  vers 
Page  2  5I--'*^'^^"""^/-^/'-/'r^' „s.  Trcatvse:  "and  all  those  that  J. 
of  the'  blessing  "  ^l;^^ -?,f  ^ Wng    o^god  -d  Saynt  Petyr,  whyche  he  they 
aftpr  this  rule,  shall  have  tne  Dic5b)nBt  "i  ^       ,  ,  „     d 
glaunte,  that  ^yth  his  prcycyous  blood  us  bought.  -B. 
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-^i^^^^-^'^^tszr^s^z^s^ 


on 
itop 


''-•  "■  ■fisnbournc. 
.trough  Osmaseon  Park.     S^UrpTgJUs!""  ""^  ''^^    ^'-^  •'-  now  flows 


Page  277 — i)*////^  ///■// -_Th..  „1  I        J 

rcaks  off  one  and  a  half  mile    betb '.>  /"h^'    """^   ""'>'  '  '"'>^•• 
bottom  of  the  hill.  ''°'-  Ashbourne,  and  meets  . 


The  new  road 
old  road  at  the 


Page  277 — Henmore.—Ax.  thar  nm„  • 

>t  flowed  through  Hcnmonr  .  ^f  ."""=  "was  commonly  called  Hrnm„      l 

contest  for  the  right  of  fi A         "'  P'"P"  """'<=  '^  Schoo^brook      S      ''  '''""^= 

RichardHayne  Fsc    of^S"^  '"   ""^   ^^°<  "'  reponed  in  n,  ""^"'" 

J.*'"-'  ^''Hm  ot  Ashbourne  vs   UnaN  rv  j       K"r"-a   in   Burrows,  2270  ■ 

According  to  Shipley  and  Fitzgibbon    r^L  r      "'  ^'"^^  "*' ^'''''on.-BSK' 
TrM»g,  etc.,  ,u  Practisd  i„  th  DorT'  I      ^  ^"'""  '"  ""'  «^'>'  of  Fh-FhlZ' 

Page  278.—//^   7-^/i,/.-_The  inn  sfn.^   •       ,. 
;«)•  years  since  was  the  first  ,nn  at  A,ll'"  '""ket-place,    and  till  about 

J."ded  off  for  a  private  dwelling  and  the  f.^"'".  ^''°"'  '^^'  ^™<^.  »  w  nf° 
pot-house  and  continued  thus  dtraded  un  [l  r^''  ^""'"^  ''^''""^  '°  =>"  '  fe  o 
dcmonshed  by  Mr.  Langdale,  then  a  build.         "J""  '^^^'  ^l"^"  "  was  tota  Iv 
wndsome  structure  on  that  site  -n'  '"  '^"  '°^"'  ^Jx*  ""ted  1"  ij 

i        -SA:t^^.^^^B-^'ey  Brook  is  a  narrow,  swi.  stream,  a  mile 
6»'n    (whue),  ;>.,  white  water."  ^  '      ^  '*"=  ^^^'^wcnt,  from  'dwfr'  and 
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Cotton  celebrates  hi.  lavourite  river  in  hi.  Ifo^Jer.  of  ,kc  Pe.ke,  thus 

•The  uh-cr   »^<r   ('■■■I"  A^'-'"""'   '■'  ''.'"J   "f^'JL 
Rum  thou^i  J  ■■.'!'■  kigl'-trcucl  a,fi  '■  aUMl, 
I  fiy  her  fair  proirra!  cly  //""""  ""•'''J  ' 
Bu!  nvuh  V.  nviji  a  nmni  m  her  couru 
W.  .«,>  Ike  r.ymfh.pnf--'^  ha  nam',  r. 
To  'ai  ■whaii  then  Je-.yJ.  ''■'  »«>■«"""■■ 
^mi  10  tmhracc   Trenf,  froudi,    swclh:g  s:n 
/„   rhis  so  craggy  ill  I'Mriwd  a  nook. 
Of  !his  i.ur  Utile  wcW,   th\s  fretty  hook. 
yiLis !    'tis  -ill  the  recom;tnse  I  slum 

For  all  'he  intern feranas  lJ  the  Mr. 

Ptrfetual  viinttr.  enMas  solilu,ie. 

Or  the  s',:ie:y  of  men  so  rude. 

Ti.at  it  is  ten  times  worse.      Thy  m:.r«:MS. 

Or  humcr  of  lo^'ers :    or  men  jail  i"  /••« 

mih  thy  high,  heaufic..   a:.l  thy  Ja:r  blue  eyes 

Wound  liie  the  Parthiar.  -while  the  Shooter  f  es. 

Of  all  fair   Thetis    daughters  none  so  bngh:. 

So  tieasant  none  to  taste,  none  to  the  s,ght— 

Kone  stelds  the  gentle  angler  such  dehghl : 

To  tv'hich  the  bounty  of  her  stream  is  such 

As  only  itith  a  Kvifi  and  transient  lou.h 

r  enrich  her  sterile  hrders  .ts  she  glides. 

And  force  s-weet  Jlo^c-ers  from  thetr  mcnhle  sides. 

Cotton  has  this  further  praise  of  the  Dove  : 

Oh  I    my  Mo-ved  NymfJ: !  fair  Ooi>e. 
Princess  of  Risers,  hiiu  I  love 
Upon  thy  fivuiery  tanks  r  lie. 
And  -vktu  thy  Sliver  stream. 
men  gilded  by  a  summei's  beam. 
And  in  )t  all  thy  ivanion  fy 
Playmg  at  liberty  ; 
And  ivith  my  Angle  ufon  tl.em. 

The  all  of  treachery  _     _ 

/  (T-rr  learn  d  to  fractise  and  to  try  .—a. 

Page  z%z.-Kno«>  you  whence  this  rizrr  Trent  derives  its  nanie?- 
gives  the  reason  of  the  name  "  Trent." 

A  more  than  usual  }*,,cr  did  in  that  name  consist. 
Which  thirty  doth  imfort.  by  ivhuh  she  thus  divined, 
There  should  be  found  in   lur  offisl.es  thirty  kind, 
And  thirty  abbey,  great,  in  f  laces  Jat  and  ran.e 
Should  in  succeeding  time  be  buiUled  on  la    banke , 
And  thirty  severale  streams  from  many  a  sundry  -way. 
Unto  her  greatness  should  their  -watery  tribute  fay. 

It  is  probable  that  all  these  reasons  for  the  name  are  wrong  and 
given  to  the  river  before  the  Latin  word  was  known  .n  Br.ta.n.-B. 
?^.^2^6.-m:afskere  the  sign  of,,  iridge  ?-Tho  road    from  the 
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Partridge  "  to  Milldalc.  where  they  cross  the  bridge   for   rh.  o 

;j^.  =.  cart  t„c,  and   is  o„,y  .aeeab.e  ^^^^^Vl^^'^T^:^^^: 

turned  off  to  the  right,  across  what  a  c  now  /m  '7^-  ^-^'^  '^'  ^'"^g^'-  -«" 
below  Bercsford  Hall.  "'''''  '  ""^  J^'^'-'J  the  Dov  again 

of  th'T^erLlTvSThfs^^'of^X^^^^^^^  '"'"^.'^-"">-  'P"kc"  of  I,v  d,e  .vritcrs 
after  which  he  was  received  fnto  d^e  1  I  ."'J '"•"^^'^  '^''"""^'^  ''^  0^'"^d  ; 
his  eccentricities.  Pedantn    and    vanirvS'   r    "'"".•  '^^'"'"  "^' ^'''--  ^^crJ 

frji-Bal  .^/V  ,«  /ra/if  t,f  fdly  nvrite 
yind  Ccyau  J.,,1,   k   /lis  ulf prase  endht. 

And  under  a  wood-cut  of  him  riding  an  elephant  : 

Let  her.  He  «.,w.-;r  Image  of  our  ^vin ; 
Berne  m  first  travaile  <m  tie  bad  of  nits 
But  now  on  elefhams.  etc. 
0  tvkat  will  he  rule  -when  his  years  expire  ^ 
The  luorld  must  ride  htm  or  he  will  all  retire. 

HaJkTn™'L|;i%'''l"T^^    ^"'   '•'  ^'°^  fif"'-  ^''''P-   -■■•  5,6  (and  not,  a. 
K    h      e^t'ers  tuSiXV   ^P-/"'-' ".'^  '"'^"^'""   '^  """^^  of  him),  cites 

post"     Thon,?  P"^''V'"='^  J"    «6,7,and   calls   Coryate,  "  the  world's  great   foot 

r:tt,"L'^th':x:;;rr,:i^""^-^  -  '-'^  ^■-^"--  - '-  ^^aract^.  of  the 
cotS;£ri-:cL^i^  S:^^^.:;r;3^  "^'  °^  ^'^^-«^'^- "  - 

deil^hedl^f^-t??-;:   -   te^--S-    Ha„,    Charles  Cotton's  seat. 
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Pi'ge  iSB.—ff'a/toii's  chamber.— \\.  seems  uncertain  which  Walton's  chi 
was.  An  illustration  is  given  on  page  342.  The  authority  is  given  in  the 
of  Illustrations. 

Page  i()2.—the  little  fshing-house.—Qotion,  in    his  "  Epistle   to  John 
shaw,  Esq.,"  printed  in  his  Tosthumous   Poems,  thus  alludes   to  his  Fishing-h 

My  Rrvtr  still  itreugn  the  lame  channel  glides 
C/ear  frotn  the  tumult,  talt.  anJ  dirt  af  ttdet. 
And  my  poor  Fithing-houe,  my  leat't  iett  grace, 
Stmdi  firm  and  faithful!  in  the  self  tame  place, 
1  left  it  four  mmlhi  since,  and  ten  to  one 
I  go  a-fishing  ere  two  days  are  gone. — N, 


Page  li\.—lf"ny 
Book  i.,  which  reads. 


man  such  praises  have— (torn  Sir  Philip  Sidney's  A> 


Ftr  if  my  man  mutt  praises  ham, 
What  then  must  I,  that  heep  the  kmtvef 


Page  ixx.-lsabella  coloured.— \%^\M^\^,  spezie  di  colore  che  partecip 
bianco  e  di  giallo.  Altiert's  Dictionary.  A  kind  of  whitish  yellow,  or  as  son 
a  bufF  colour  a  little  soiled. 

How  it  came  by  this  name  will  appear  from  the  following  anecdote,  tor 
1  am  obliged  to  a  very  ingenious  and  learned  lady.  The  Archduke  Albertu 
had  married  the  Infanta  Isabella,  daughter  of  Philip  II.  of  Spam,  with  wh 
had  the  Low  Countries  in  dowry,  in  the  year  1 601,  having  determined 
siege  to  Ostend,  then  in  the  possession  of  the  heretics,  his  pious  princess 
attended  him  in  that  expedition,  made  a  vow,  that  until  it  was  taken,  she 
not  change  her  clothes.  Contrary  to  expectation,  as  the  story  says,  it  was 
years  before  the  place  was  reduced,  in  which  time  her  highne£s  s  lin< 
acquired  the  above  mentioned  hue. — H. 


Iton's  chamber 
sn  in  the  List 


to  John   Brad- 
Fishing-housc  : 


dney's  Arca<iuu 


pirtccipa    del 
I  or  as  some  say, 

:dotc,  for  which 
c  Albertus,  who 
,  with  whom  he 
xrmined  to  lay 
s  princess,  who 
aken,  she  would 
lys,  it  was  three 


The  Anglers'  Calend 

Compiled  by 

HI    REGAN 


i 


Jny  corrections  or  additioKs  Jcr  iHcorporuthn  in 
future  edilioni  of  this  Calend.ir  wilt  he  gratefully 
acknoteledged  by  Hi  Regan.  Such  communications 
skoulJ  be  addressed  to  him,  to  the  care  of  Mr.  John 
Lanb,  The  Bodley  Head,  Figo  Street,  London 
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Anglers   Calendar  for  January 

{Some  Salmon  Fishmg  very  ivcUome  to  ihe  hauiiest  jTh^U 
after  the  Close  Time) 


'doolb.y  an  ,iitg/,r  ii:  the  Q,t 


II ;,,,  P,i!.,, 


T.ir-K.itir 


Edmunii  BuRKii,  statesman, ',raf)r,  xritcr . 

Kildtire,  horn  I  730. 
Charles  R.  Maturin,  writer  and  t,  .ul  ampler  Me,'  1S42 

El.ot  Warburton.  writer  ("  The  Crese.nt  and  the  Cnr  ''•  ete  \    ■„ I  ,r., ,        /^'^''; 
Jame5  Smith,  angler  and  writer.     JerroU  ;v7  ••  R,'.-      ji  '',"' ■'"S'^r,  died 

iy  I,  Darenfh  trout,  died  1H40  -"'  "^  '^'^•"'•'''     '""  '"Si^''"'-'' 

John  Dennis  (,;r  Dennvs).  wnter,  died  ,734.     [See  ••  ^hu,  P:,evrv  " 
Robert  Nicoi.l,  foet  and  excellent  angler,  li-.m  1 S  i . 
All.. v  Ramsay,  port,  Jisherman,  hirn  171;. 
Major,  publisher  5/"  The  Cmpleat  Jn^le'r,"  died  184,, 
Salmon Jlihing  opens  ,„  Halladale,  Strath,,  Naver,  B.rgie, ' Helmsdale   Thur 
LiKSitw,  naturalist,  dud  xjj'H.  '  '<,"ur~ 

Thomas  (Lord)  Erskine,  advocate,  scholar,  and  angler,  horn  |-.q 
George  Washington  (Ccneral),  angler,  ist  President  U.S  i    born  i7'i 
e.Dvis%o]i%%t,  naturalist  and  angler,  born  17^0.  '  ' 

E.  Marsto.v  ("  The  Amateur  Ampler"),  born  182; 
Robert  Okklev  Ashburton  CreWk  Milnes,  Earl  of  Crexe,  horn  ,8cS 
italnon  fishing  opens  on  Li\.  '    >   ■ 

Dr.  George    Berkeley,   Ui.h.p  of  Cloync, //;7,..;/Vr,  and  ad.,eate  of  ^^  far-x 

C  ure     andjish-diet  and psh-eulture  in  South  ( Irish)  Black-^atrr,,  died  .  -  ;  , 
Henry  Mackenzie,  writer  and  angler,  died  1831  ■^' 

George  Selwyn  Marryat,  soldier,  sportsman,  naturalist,  and  perfect  angler,  du  I  ,8a6 
Dr.  John  WoLcor,  dieJ  1819.     [See  " /Musa  Piscatnx  "      ^  *     '  ^^ 

Thomas  Crofton  Croker,  writer  of  legends,  andg-  '  •    ■-  angler,  h.,rn  I7q8 
Edmund  Spenser,  poet  who  celebrates  the  Awin-dhu  ,. ..  „  ,-,r),  whuh  ;uns  close 

iy  the  Castle  Kilcolman,  where  he  wrote  most  of  the  '  Faerie  ^»een,"  died  1  :qo 
John  Ray,  naturalist,  observer  of  and  recorder  of  the  ha  its  offish,  died  1 70; 
Henry  Austin  Dobson, />»,•/,  born  18+0.     [See  "  iMus  i  Tiscatrix." 
Richard  Le  Gallienne,  born  1866. 

Bishop  Sanderson,  died  1663.     WALTON  wrote  hi,  life. 
Robert  Burns  ("  a  chiePs  amang ye  takin'  notes  "),  bori  I'-co 
James  Ho(«  ("The  Ettrick  Shepherd"),  born  1772.       ' 
Dan  Maclise,  artist;  in  boyhood  an  angler  in  the  Dripses,  Cork,  born  i8u. 
General  Gordon,  soldier  and  angler,  died  1885. 
John  James   Audubon,  American  naturalist,  one  of  the  first,  if  not  the  fir.t  to  dra-u 

attentio.   to  the  Black  Bass  as  a  sporting  fish  in  American  waters,  died  18:1. 
Sir  Thomas  Booley,  died  161 2. 
Sir  William  Beechey,  painter  and  angler,  and  instructor  in  both  arts  of  his  son  the 

Admiral,  died  1 839. 
General  Gordon,  soldier  and  angler,  born  1833. 
Walter  Savage  Landor,  scholar,  and  writer  in  prose  and  z'erse,  ami  angler  in  Usk  and 

other  tFestern  rivers,  born  1755. 
Salmoit  fishing  opens  Coquet,  Tweed,  the  Shetland  river,,  and  in  the  Irish  districts  or' 
Dublin,  IVaterford,  Limerick,  Galway,  Con/iemara,  Ballinakill,    Ballma,   Sligo 
Letterkenny,  and  Batlycastle. 
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Anglers'  Calendar  for  February 

("  spring  "  Salmon  Fishing  thought  to  be  at  the  best.      Trout  v 
not  yet  very  good,  except  in  a  few  Irish  rivers.     'Pike 
Fishing  still  good) 

I        Sa/moH  angliHg  opens  Avon  and  Stour,  Tfify,  CUddy,  and  in  Lismorf  am 
tiarutsi  trout  fs^xg  on  Tiif  and  Ely. 
Edwakd  Donovan,  naturalist,  angler,   tied  1837. 
1       Salman  angling  opens  Dundalk  diitrict. 
3       Gervase  Markham,  hnricd  1636-7  {horn  about  I  568). 

10  James  Smith,  imif  writer  and  collakorateur  with  his  brother  Horace,  born  1 

1 1  Macvey  Napier,  tditor,  in  early  life  an  ardent  angler,  died  1847. 
I  z        Salmon  angling  opens  Drogteda  district. 

Edward  Forbes,  naturalist,  "mayfly"  angler  on  Lough  Derg,  Ireland,    '/rn 
\7,       Samuel  Phelps, /^»;«  1S04. 

Lord  Randolph  Churi  hill,  statesman,  sportsman,  and  keen  angler,  born  \ 

14  Salmon  angling  eommemes  Jtyron,  Cork  district:  and  trout  fishing,  Vsk,  L 

Dart,  Dee. 
Thomas  Tod  Stoddart,  writer  and  angler,  horn  1 8 10.     [  ^ee  "  Musa  Pis 

1 5  Salmon  angling  begins  Eden,  Jdd,  Jray,  Eckaig,  Korth  jnd  South  Esk, 

Shira,  Eden,  and  rivrs  of  Bute.  ^^ 

John  Philips  (the  cider  poet),  author  of"  The  Splendid  Shilling,    died  17 

17  William  Collins,  painter  and  angler,  died  1847. 

18  Thomas  Satchell,  publisher  and  Walton  bibliographer,        '  1830. 

19  Sir  Roderick  Murchison,  geologist.  "  /«^  Russia  I  felt         ,nuch  I  had  lost 

what  I  knew  of  angling  when  a  boy,"  born  179Z. 
21        John  Pettie,  painter  rnd  angler,  died  1 893. 
2+       Salmon  angling  opens  Girvan,  Bervie,  Carradale,  Fleet,  Garnock,  Inner 

Laggan,   Luce,   Lorn,   Ugie,   Tthan,   Annan,   Stinchar,   hith,  an.l  1 

Orkney,  Uist,  and  Harris. 
25       George  Don,  naturalist  and  angler,  died  1856. 
Charles  Lamb  ("Elia  "),  iorn  1775. 

27  Lord  William  Bentinck,  Viceroy,  sucessful  salmon  angler  in  Erne  at 

born  1802. 

28  Trout  fishing  begins   Teify,  Avon,  Erne,  Eden,  Ogmore,  Clwyd,  Elwy,  . 

ing  Dart,  Yorkshire  and  Ballyshannon  district. 

20  Rcv.'cHARLES  KiNOSLEY,  Writer  and  keen  angler,  died  1 860.     [See  "  S\Iu 
In  this  month  (date  not  recorded),  1 63 3,  died  "  Sweet  George  Herbert, 

life  If'alton  wrote;  also  Charles  Cotton  (1687),  whose  writings 
perpetuated  by  his  connection  uiith  Izaak  (fallen. 
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Anglers'  Calendar  for  March 

Season  opens  for   latmon  HsHnf  ,„    Ere   /»»,    v       ,     .■ 

Sr.out,  Hy,  Tozcey,  Lune,  Kent,lf'e,r       *'"*' •  ^"^  '^'*'  «*   Severn,  r.Ull, 

Season  opens  Jor  salmon  and  trout  on  /,'?,. 

S>ir  Thomas  Bodlkv,  born  1 544, 

Stas'.n  opens  for  trout  on  Coquet. 

Georc.k  »tKBK«T./»„/.  was  burUd  16,,.      |/.\ai.   vv.,  -^^ 

P«cv  B.v.,K  Sr.  John.  u,ri,er  and  anL   :;„,,,  ^'^^  ^^^  ^•^"''  ^"  ¥': 

Derwent,  Cumberland  and  Westmoreland  L„   ?f 

Sir  Ha««.s  N.coiMS.  /.,vr  1:99.  '  'f"" y'""^""""'nd  trout. 

Thomas  Wtsrwooi..  ;>»,7  and  an^l.r,  Ji.-J  ,SSS 

irt/»i5//  /;«jf//«^  eommeneti  If'ex/ord  distrut 

The   Hoti.  Daink*  B\RmN(.io\     /»»/,.        ,      1 

^./^.r.,,  ^/,.,/.       ^'""■^•''"•">'   "".?-'".    '■••"/'~/'^^   .../    .,rm^W,«   of  mue   of 

Salmon  angl.ng  open,  To:,ey,  Eden,  Camel,  and  A:...  •  trr-a  0.„   V    ,.  , 

Salmon  season  opens  Bantrs  district  "  '*  ^  '''*"'•""<'.  '""^  •  Avw. 

Supposed  birthday,  138H,  <Dame  Juuana  BtMtR,  -,,,,,    ,■..,-    «    ,       ... 

John  Bright,  orat.r,  statesman  and  a„gl,r  "  ,v  ?8, ,         '^  ^"'^''  '^^''  -^^-f ''''•" 

John-  Pettik,  ,;r//./  and  angler,  born  iK^u 

Grover  Clev^lan,,.  President  U.S.A..  .///^/.r,  /,^«  ,-,- 

Waltok  WCorroN  ^:^.^,^ founded  xV^x:,re.L,bnslu\uo 

Trout  fishing  commences  Tyne.  "'"".J  1^40. 

Fran-c.    Francis,  angler,  writer,  sportsman,  h,rn  iKz^ 

W.LL.AM    GREENWEL^  Canon   of    Durham,  arel-^lh.ut    trn,t    s„d 
snventorof"  ^reenzveirs  C lory:' born  1820  ^      ' 

Walton  and  Lovn^s  ...ub,  Cambridgc,yi^;,<^.,/  ,825. 

John  Bright,  ord/srdW,/^r^^r,  d'/,</ I  H«Q  '«^'/''^'. 

Captain  Coram,  <»»^^r  ^/ri philanthropist,  'di.d  1  - :  1 
tDWARn  Jesse,  naturalist  and  angler,  die  I  1868 

^'''"diUruijJT//"  '""^^"Sl'i'''),  Kent,  Leven,  Tau,,  Towridge,  and  in  Kenmare 

■  '>grapty,  died  1632.     [iy,r  "  ^f *m  Piscatnv." 
Andr.w  Lang,  «.r//.r  W^;,^/.r,  /,r,,  ,8+4.     [See  "  .Tf«,.,  /'/.w/r/r." 
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Anglers'  Calendar  for  April 

I        Oust  {Sussex),  Usk  and  Rumney,  also  Londotidfrry  {district),  n^ 

angling.     Trout  fishing  in  Thames  commences. 
3       (iEORC.K   HuRBERi',  Scholar,  poet,  musician,  and  model  parish 
man,  horn  at    Montgomery  Castle,  If^ales,  1593.     Izaak  1 
■u;rote  his  life. 
JoH"     Wii.soN,    Proffs-,  .r    f  Christopher     North"),   phtto. 
writer,  angler,  die  <  ^54. 
7       W.  I..  Bowles,  the  Rev.,  poe!,  crittc,  died  1850. 

Sir  Francis  Chantrey,  sculptor,  angler,  born  1782. 
William  Wordsworth,  horn  1770.     [See  "  Musa  Ptscatrix 
l\       Sir  Henry  i>e  la  BECHt,  geologist  and  angler,  died  1855. 

Kr.i  iJERicK  Halfori)  ("  l^etatched  Badger"),  writer,  natura 
angler,  horn  1844. 
!.i        Cii  \RLEs  Jamks  Longman,  publisher  and  angler,  lorn  1852. 
i5       William  Oi.dys,  antiquary,  wrote  the  life  of  Charles  Cotto 
1761. 
Matthew  Arnold,  died  1888.     [See  "  -^Musa  Ptscatnx. 
16       Thomas  Satchell,  publisher  and  fi'altoii  bihtiographer,  died 
23       James  A.  Froude,  ■zi'r/V^r  rtW<j«^/(T, /'o;//  1818. 

William    Shakespeare,    was    born    1564,    and   died   1616 

"  ("Musa  Piscatrix." 
William  Wordsworth,  died  1850.     [See  "  ^/usa  Piscatri. 
J.  M.  W.  'Wm^v.k,  painter  and  angler,  born  1775. 

25  "  Cuckoo" s-day  "  of  fVessex  folk. 
Oliver  Cromwell,  born  1599. 

26  David  Hume,  philosopher,  historian,  and  angler  {in  the  fVhi 

Berwickshire),  born  at  Ni  newel  Is,  1711. 

27  Thomas  Stotharu,  R.A.,  died  1834. 

28  Charles  Cotto n ,  of  Beresford  of  the  Peak,  Derbyshire,  poet, 

friend,  and  "  angling  son "  0/  Izaak  fVal.'on,  whose  n, 
in  flyfishing  he  was,  born  at  Beresford,  1630. 

Rev.  John  Russell  ("  Fasson  Jack"),  model  parish  priest,  I 
and  angler,  died  1883. 
30        Taff,  Ely,  Dovey,  Ogmore,  Axe,  Camel,  and  Bangor  {district), 

James  Moii-TGoMi.9.\,  poet  and  angler,  died  1854. 

Thomas  Duncan,  artist  and  angler,  died  1845. 
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^-Jnglers'  Calendar  for  May 

'^"■.'1854.  ;/.''■   >,  ■^■n.,.:!i„u,[„,t  ti 

DAN.rrO'CoN-.„.L-(.' The  Liberator  ••),..«.,,.,, 

Alexandir  Pop,,  horn  168S.     [.SV,-  -,')/,„.,  /.„,„/,.>.. 

tiirU   \,o-  oj  Li.\N*us,  n.itur,i/,sl. 

_       dapping  on  I  he  it'estmtath  /.ika  ' 

Alexan .,er  PoPt,  Jn-d  1 744.     [i-,,  ..  .^/,,„  /,,* ,„^,^  >,        -< 
Robert  B.  Marston.  ,..;>,-.  W  .^^/,..  /...;,  ,8,3.  '  " 
If^t     Lot iziiold  Game i'     !y       Tl.i^   r^  ,-       ,   , 

'  ""'"  • '     -  -  '-nttful dt  tf-.it  Jiit,.    J  he,:/ 

I  if  J  tit  C  tsvJd  g^ir.fi 

'•  jug.'e  mjie  .'rui  u.r.mr. 
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account  of  the  prevalence  oftl-efiy  "  Gre,.-t  jedge " 
hnltad  ran :  * 


ne  Frrs,  EJitlon  of<<  The  C.n,pU„t  .Angler,"  .,„  ;.M  /..  .n  this  .„th,  ,6;;. 
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Anglers'  Calendar  for  June 

{The  best  Salmon  Angling  Month  .    the  Moy  River) 

James  Gilray,  c.iric.iturist,  died  1815. 

Sir  David  Wilkie,  painter  and  angler,  died  18+I.  ,n     n  „.,.A  »««  / 

Pilgrimage  eommences  to  St.  Patrick's  purgatorj.  Lough  Derry  {Co.  Donegal)  once  J 

for  unspotted  {'■'■  Holy")  trout.  „,        „  ■> 

Christopher  Marlowh("  Kh"),M^  '^'f'':S93-  JS'e-3Ius.  P'^'^'^f- 
General  Sir  James  Alexander,  author,  and ed.tor  of  "  Jnglmg  ,n  Canada,   horn  1 8( 
Robert  Tannahill,  Scottish  riverside  foet,  torn  1774. 
Sir  William  Ross,  artist  and  angler,  horn  1 79+. 
"  Hi-Regan,"  angling  writer,  born  1837. 

W.  Yarrell,  M/ar,;/;J/,  and  angler,  born  1784.  j  c.,  ,. 

John  Renn.e,  of  Preston- Kirk,  Haddingtonshire,  N.B.,  engineer,  designed  JK  st  0,  , 

first  salmon  ladder,  born  \lfi\. 
R.  D.  Blackmore,  zi'riter  of''  Lorna  Doone,'  C^^fgJfJ-^  I'"'"  •»*5- 
Henry  Sinclair  Hall,  chief  promoter  of  the  "  eyed-hook     system  of  angling,  born  1 8 
Sir  Samuel  Baker,  explorer,  zvriter,  angler,  born  1 82 1. 
Dr.  Richard  CARMicHAEL,/<;M»«w,«^/.rW/^^mirr;  /.  t.^,/  mW/.^r^  m 

sand  near  Dublin,  1 849. 
Sir  John  Millais,  P.R.A.,  artist  and  angler,  born,  Southampton,  1 829. 
Georce  Wither,  poet,  born  I  588. 
Ben  loNsoN  ("Rare  Ben"),  <a'r<J/wrtr/j/,  *i!r«  1674. 

Henry   S.   Hall,    M.A.,   writer  of  mathematical  handbooks,  angler,  and  prom, 
^^eyedhooks,"  for  use  in  angling,  \i\9i.  o.„      re.     " 

The    Rev.    Charles    Kincsley,    novelist,  poet,   angler,   born    1819.     L'^''' 

Fiscatrix." 
William  Collins,  died  1759. 
Rev.  John  Hodgson,  died  1 845. 

Feast  uf  St.  Anthons  of  Padua,  patron  of  fishes.  ,.,^  ,        , 

Richard   Lovell   Edgeworth,  writer,  an  enthusiastic  but  most  unskilful  angle 

1817. 
Thomas  Pennant,  naturalist  and  fisher,  born  1723. 
Thomas  Randolph, /sr/,  born  1605. 
Thomas  Campbell, /orr,  angler,  died  1844. 
The  Rev.  R.  H.  Bar,,  am,  {author  of'Ingoldsby  Legends"),  an  apt  anghr  zoitl. 

Kentish  rivers,  died  li^<i.  ,   „.,    ,n      j     ,a-   v;, 

William  CoBBErr,  eeonomi:t,  j,urnalist,  writer  {'' Rural  Rides")  and  angler,  die. 
George  Selwyn  Marryat,  accomplished  dry  fiy  angler,  born  1840. 
William  Smellie,  naturalist,  died  1795. 

Thomas  Sandby,  water-colour  painter  and  angler,  aied  iy()».  .-,,„■ 

The  Rev.  Gilbert  White  {of  Selborne),  writer,  naturalist,   and  pisciculturt. 

WiluIm  Thompson  {of  Belfast),  naturalist,  early  observer  of  and  writer  on  M 
species,  born  1 805. 
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Anglers'  Calendar  for  July 

{Opeu  Month,  on  all  riv.r.  Unlu,!  Kln.l.,,,  f.l An^lin.  ■   Be.t 

sea.trout  An,u„,  Month ,/.,,,,,;,  n^;! ^-t^:;;^  ^"' 

tomb  in  Westminster  Abbey,  diedxi^^^  ^^  '"  Casaubons 

Rev.  WaLUM  K.RBv,  naturaltst  and ptsaculturist,  died  .850 
Sir   He^Kv    R.hb.k^,   Scotttsk  artist  a.d  e.pert  tro.  Mer,  died 

Horace  Sm.th,>-«/  author  of'^  Rejected  .    'dressesr  died  1849. 
W.    LiAM  Oldvs,  born  1696. 

ALEXANDER  RUSS.I,,.^/,,,  ,/.  ^^'^  «y^^/^«««."  ««^.«^/.r,  ^,.^  ,  876. 

20  William  Scrope,  author  of  the  much  read  hnnh  »  n  v  »r.  . 

./<S«/;...«  Fishingr  died  ,  852  '■'■'  ""^  ^'^^'^ 

2 1  Matt  Prior,  poet,  said  to  have  ken  an  angler,  born  1 664 
Robert  Burns,  National  poet  of  Scot/and,  a  trout  fisher,  dtcd  ,796. 

25       S.  T.  Coleridge,  ^/>^  1834. 

27       Thomas  Campbell,  poet  and  angler,  born  1777. 

30       Dr.  George  Johnston,  naturalist,  discoverer  oj  the  pestilent '■^eed 
i-anachans  alstnastrum  ")  so  fatal  to  stream  anglinl  dted[Cf 
Mark  Pattison,  scholar  and  angler,  died  1 884. 


Anglers'  Calendar  for  August 

{A  Good  Month  for  Sea-trout  Angling  ;  Not  a  Good  Month,  gene 

for  Salmon  Angling) 
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B\YLE  St.  John,  writer  and  angler,  died  1859.    ^^ 

Henry  Mac  Kenzie,  rt«///or  ("Mjk  0/  F^^//«^    )  ^"'^  angler 

1745. 
Thomas  Gainsborough,  rtrz/j/,  angler,  died  1788 
Lord  Herhert  of  Lea  (Sidney  Herbert),  enthusiastic  trout  a 

died  1 86 1. 
Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  ^zW  1848. 
John  Banim,  Irish  novelist,  skilful  angler,  died  1842. 
Colonel  Peter  Hawker,  excellent   angler,  writer  on  shootin 

angling,  died  li Si-  ,  .         .,.        ^,  ■ 

IZAAK  WALTON,  mercer  in  London,  writer  of  biograpfm 

"  The  Compleat  Angler,"  born  {at  Stafford),  1593- 

•'  7/  A^;V/V  sweeten  .1  tr.an\  temper  at  any  time  ti  read  Izaat  It  altoi 
^  Charles  I 

Thomas  Bewick,  wood  engraver,  naturalist,  angler,  born  \-JSl 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  writer,  poet,  salmon  fisher,   born  1771. 

"  Musa  Piscatrix." 
"Rare"  Ben  Jonson,  died  1637. 

Thomas  Stothard,  R.A., -iorK  1755.  ,.  ,  , 

Robert  Herrick,  poet,  pastoral  and  "  of  ye  streame,    born  i  f 
Dr.  William  Maginn,  -writer,  in  earl    life  a   celebrated  < 

died  1842.  ,    ,  .  j:  I    J-.A 

Alexander  Wilson,  naturalist  and  observer  of  stream  fish,  died 

Krank  Stone,  painter  and  angler,  horn  1800. 
Henry  Fawcett,  U.:?. ,  statesman,  an  angler  though  blind,born 
John  Buchan,  editor  of  "  Musa  Piscatrix,"  born  1875- 
James  Thomson,  poet  C\The   Seasons")  and  angler,  died 

(See  "  Musa  Piscatrix") 
John  Fletcher  (Beaumont  and  Fletcher),  dramatist  and  angL 

John'  b'unyan,  writer  of  "  The  Pilgrinis  Progress,"  and  fi. 
^        the  river  Chers,  died  1688.     {See  "  Musa  Piscatnx. 
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Ml^rs'  Calendar  for  September 

(.Salmon  a„d  Crihe  commm.e  n  „„  „.  ,,.     .    '^ 

•  "ILLIAM    YaRREM..   /,^/,,r,,/,,,       ::.,_..     .  ) 
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r\f.:',,t  Piu-.urix." 
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Wat.AM  Yarre,.,,,  ^^/^,^/,,/,  ,/,,,/  ,s.(^ 

Rober  r  Fer,;i;sson-,  foe,  ,„j  ,„,  /,,^   ;  _ 

Dr.  W.LL.AM  MAcr,,L..,vRAV,  <//,///;.,■„•/,,   „   ,        ,.  ^  ' 

Moses  Brow  n-e,  »»,■/,  ,.7cr/,v  (,,«/,/;/. .  /  u  ^ 

CA.r  and  trout  JisHrLli" niZ,       \    :     ^''"""'  "'"'^'^'.  ^-'■/""./. 

jAMhs   f.    bTEPHfc.vs,   entomooz  it,  a   carpf,,i   .1  ■    „ 

Mndiystre„„s;  >.rn  't  iCJ^^^z  "'    ^^'"""^''^^  ""'  "''  '--'^ 

Or.  Samuel  Johnson,  ^5r«  i -qq  '    '' 

Lajt  ^  o/seaso„  (trout),  on  T.fand  Ely. 
Rev.  W.LL.AM  K.RBv,  .»/./^.%V;  W ,L/,r  t,orn  i--q 
Bishop  Sanderson,  /5<,r«  1587      WAI  TOM         f  z-'?'- 
Sr   Walter   Sr,-T-r    n        ^     ,"''!'- '  ON  Kra/r /;/ ///,. 

Re!'  W  7"^R  ^'"''""'  '''"^■"'^'''•'■.  -'^'y  ,865. 
Kcv.  W.  L.  Bowles,  uriter,  borr.  1762. 

CumberiJ.  ^'     "       '    ^"-^''  ^''*'''  ^''^'•'  ^'""^Z'  Fottuy,  and  in  llVst 
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Anglers*  Calendar  for  October 

{Salmon  fishing  and  trout  fishing  almost  over.     "Best  pike  fishing  comme 

1  Close  time  for  salmon  commences  Uelmsdal-,  Stralhy,  Naver,  Borgir,  Halladale,  S 
an  J  in  H'exford,  Bangor,  Waterford,  Sligo,  Dundalk  districts,  Ireland;  ,;, 
and  Stour :  also  on  A'^ron,  Teify,  Avon  and  Erme,  Avon  and  Stoi/r, 
Fowey,  Seiout  and  {trout)  on  Teign,  Severn  and  Usk,  Clwyd  and  Elu. 
Toti/es,  Ouse,  Nene,  Dart,  VorksHre  IVear  and  Lune,  Kent. 
William  Morris,  poet,  printer,  painter,  and  angler,  died  1896. 
Bernard  (Comtc)  Delacepede,  naturalist,  who  explained  the  function  of  the  . 

offish,  died  1825. 
Arthur  Chester,  President  U.S.A.,  ar.gler,  born  1830. 
The  Rev.  Theobald  Mathew,  temperance  advocate  and  perfect  trout  fly  a 

earh  life,  born  1790. 
Mark  ?ATriiOS,  .J  lar  and  angler,  born  1813. 
Close  time  fir  salmon  commences  on  Findhorn. 
Hugh  Miller,  ^«/i5^/V/,  writer,  and  angler,  born  1802. 
Close  time  commences  Cork. 
Trout  fishing  ends  Coquet. 

Sharman  Crawford,  Irish  politician  and  salmon  angler,  died  1861. 
Close  time  for  salmon  commences  on   Beauly,  Dunbeath,  Lossie,  Nes,,   Spey, 

Kyle  of  Sutherland,  Scotland;  and  in  Connemara  district,  Ireland. 
Lord  Palmerston,  statesman  and  angler,  born  1784. 
Close  time  commences  Coleraine  district,  Ireland. 
Edmund  Waller,  poet,  died  1687.     [See  "  C\Iusa  Piscatrix." 
Tobias  Smoliett,  novelist,  and  angler  as  a  boy,  died  1 77 1. 
John  Philpot  Curran,  lawyer,  patriot,  orator,  wit,  and  angler,  died  1817. 
Horatio  Nelson,  killed  at  Trafalgar,  1805. 
S.  T.  Coleridge,  born  \T1i. 

Robert  Bridges,  born  1844.     \&ce  '■'■  !Musa  Piscatrix." 
Professor  John  McCullagh,  scientific  writer  and  angler,  died  1 847. 
Sir  James  Grah\m  (of  Netherby),  statesman  and  fine  angler,  died  1861. 
Geoffrey  Chaucer, /«(/,  died  1400. 

Professor  Robert  Blakey,  logician,  writer,  angler,  died  1878. 
John  Leech,  artist  ("  Mr.  Briggs"  prepares  to  angle  and  does),  died  1864. 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  beheaded  1618.     [See  "  S^tusa  Piscatrix. 
Charles  Robert  Maturin,  novelist  and  angler,  died  1825. 
John  Evelyn,  writer  ("  Sylva"),  deserves  a  place  in  IValtonian  diary  for  his  1 

of  nature,  born  1620. 
Fishing  closes  in  Lime'ick  district. 
In  this  month  1674,  Robert  Herrick,  the  poet,  died. 
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Anglers'  Calendar  for  November 

(CmrMy  ,h.  Bm  Mmh  far  Piie  fiM,.) 

Close  time  commences    Teitn  Owe  rvy,     /-• 

South  Fsk,  Fyne,  r Jn^/ o;^  ",1^^.71"' /r^'  -"7'-]'  f'*"'^'   '"'^-.  'V„W. 
^uc,   Shr.,   I„„,r,   hrsa,   Ug^J,     [^V^^^^^^^  Forth, 

Ireland.  '    '''""™b.    Baltmakill,   and    Balhcutle  districts, 

Close  time  for  salmon  commences  on  Exe   T,,„.    n  1.     „ 

and  in  the  Letterkenn,  district,  IrelaJ       '        '  ^""""^^  ^"•"'  (^'■'").  Severn, 

Richard  Hooker  {"  The  Judicious  "),  dud  .600      W  \  r  Tnv 

James  Montcomerv,  ;..,•/  and  angler  (/vti  ,T  ^.^T-^^^  '''"''  ^"  ''^'■ 

Samuel  Phelps,  ,utor  and ,:nglef,  dud  .  J-V    ''  "'• 

John  Kyrle  f"  the  Man  nt  R^,.  "\    l      '    ' 

^nd  simlc  a  cl^^^^^t^^^TlhTf  Tl,r"^'  ^""'^^  '""^  -"  -  /- 
/-.  Seen,  and  frohail,  «.;.  ^W.  -  "tAt"/  "'/  '"  """''  '''  -^'^"^ 
pursuits  offish,  dud  1-24  ^     '  ■     ^     "  '-'"Sraphers  seem  silent  about  his 

Thomas  ^EW.CK,  cngra.er,  naturalist,  and  angler  ;  historian  t.o  of  'British  Fishes,  died 

'''''■  tr^or'-''''"'  """'•  '-''  "  '■•'"'  '""  -  -^''-^  '"  Thames  at  mnd.r, 

John  McD.ARM.D,  tvriter  and  salmon  angler,  died  ,8;^ 

bir  Charles  LvELL,^«/»^;„W.;//^/,r,^5r«  170-   '" 

Close  time  salmon  in  West  Cumberland.  ^ 

Close  time  commences  for  salmon  on  Taff  Fh     t,.  ,.    i         n 

end  Elwy,  Nith,  Thurso.  ^'     " '  "  ^''"'  ^'""'^  ^''"'"h  Ogmore,  Cltvyd 

William  Black,  noz'elist  and  angler,  born  18+1. 

7^^Z::::::'^-^  ''--^'-^y  ^^■-^^---  "  <^'^^rated  SUneyAy  U  na.ea 

'''°\T:e„rcTmZla::f.7l  2f ?•'•  r"'/'"''    ^"--    ^'•'■-.    ^^^-'^U 
rivers,  and  Tay  ^"'''"^^''  "^""""^  ^'""^"'^  ""^  the  Shetland 

Thomas  (Lord)  Ekski^^e,  pleader  and  angler,  died  182? 
tRANK  Stone,  paint-r  and  stream  a..s,Ur] died  1 8 co 
Professor  Forbes,  naturalist  and  angler  ,ued  i8ca 
Howard  Fitzgibbon  fEnhemcra  "^    ,;.„/,_        .l 

^^    and  accurate  u^rLTangZg,  Ifjl^'^  ""''"''  f"'""'"'  "'■^'"■'  ""'  ^'f""^^ 
Close  time  Axe  commences.  ' ' 

tor  ^i'^"'"'"^  ^^'^^''^  ")•  ^^-''"hpoet  andan,.er.  died  ,8,; 

^     ^flTsi:"""^^^'  ""-'"''^'^  '""  '"^"^''^  ^f''^  ^■""-  Scltt!'a\almon  angler. 

Sir  Francis  Chantrev,  sculptor  and  angler,  died  1S41. 

Angus  B.  Reach,  tvriter  and  salmon  angler,  died  i8;6 

JOHN  Ray,  piscine  naturalist,  born  1629 

r/£',^"T~°}"'^'''  Incomplcat  Angler"),  b^.rn  .836. 
C/w^  tmefor  salmon  anglmg  commence-   Dovey,  Avon,  and  Erme. 
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Anglers*  Calendar  for  December 

(Sporting  tangling  only  for  Pike) 

Chse  time  for  salmon  commences.  Camel,  Fowej,  Urr,  Tweed. 

Robert  Montgomery,  poet  and  angler,  died  1855. 

On  this  day  ( 1 896)  voas  sold,  at  the  rooms  of  Sotheby,  Wilkinson  &  Hodt.e,  < 

edition  of  rut  took  to  Mr.  Pickering /or  £^iS. 
John  Gay,  poet  and  fisherman,  died  173*.     [See  "  IMusa  Piscatrix." 
Sir  Henry  Woiton,  writer,  friend  of  Izaai  Walton,  died  1639.     [See  "  IMus 

catrix." 
Thomas  Bewick,  artist,  engraver,  and  naturalist,  died  179;. 
Sir  David  Baird,  General,  salmon  angler,  born  1757. 
Rev.  Richard  Harris  Barham  ("  Ingoldsby  "),  writer,  and  trout  fisher  in  Kent 

1788. 
John  O'Donovan,  Irish  scholar,  in  early  life  an  accomplished  angler,  died  1 86 1 . 
Sir  William  Fenwick  Williams  ("  of  Kars  "),  General,  an  excellent  angler.  Lorn 
Sir  Hugh  Middleton,/^*/?^*^  of  the  New  River  Company.     New  River  once  e> 

for  London  anglers  !  !  !     "Died  1631. 
Alexander  Russel,  editor  of"  The  Scotsman,"  and  angler,  torn  1814. 
Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  died  1784. 
George  Washington,  died  1799. 
IZAAK  WALTON,  died  at  Wmchntn,  1683. 
Thomas  Pennant,  naturalist,  died  1798. 
Archbishop  Magee,  orator  and  angler,  horn  1821. 

Sir  Humphrey  Davy,  chemist,  angler,  and  author  of''  Salmonia,"  horn  1778. 
Edmund  Hort  New,  born  1 871. 

Thomas  Doubleday,  poet,  died  1 870.     [See  "  fMusa  Piscatrix." 
J.  W.  M.  Turner,  artist  and  angler,  died  1 85 1. 
Rev.  John  Russell  ("  Passon  Jack  "),  born  1795. 
Hugh  fHiLLEU,  geologist  and  angler,  died  1856. 
Colonel  Peter  Hawker,  born  1786. 
Francis  Francis,  writer,  enthusiastic  general  sportsman  and  voluminous  writer  on  a 

died  1886. 
Matthew  Arnold,  born  1822.     [':ee  "  !Musa  Piscatrix." 
Colonel   GuRwooD  {Editor  of  "  Wellington   Despatches "),   once  a  keen  angh 

1854. 
William  Collins,  poet  ;  at  one  time  a  keen  angler,  born  1720. 
Charles  Lamb  ("  Elia  "),  poet,  essayist,  who  wrote  "  //  might  sweeten  a  maris  tei 

any  time  to  read  Izaak  Walton"  died  1S34. 
Louis  Pasteur,  chemist  and  angler,  born  1822. 
Rev.  W.  H.  Maxwell,  ex-soldier,  historian,  novelist,  and  miscellaneous  writi 

sportsman  .•  author  of"  Wild  Sports  of  the  West,"  died  1850. 
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Illustrated  Books  for  Country  He 

THE  ARCADT  LIBRART. 

A  Series  of  Open-Air  Books.     Edited  by  J.  S.  Flitcher.     With  Cc 

Patten  Wilson  tnd  Edmund  H.  New.     Each  Volume  crown  8vc 

I.  ROUND   ABOUT   A  BRIGHTON  COACH   OFFICl 

EcERTON  King.     With  over  30  Illustrations  by  Lucy  Ke»«f-Welch 
"The  book  Ktm%  to  be  instinct  with  the  ipirit  of  'Cranfonl'  ind  'Our  Villi 
tion  of  a  bygone  almoephcre  it  perfectly  luccoaful.     Min  Lucy  Kemp-Welch'»  dra' 
of  hones,  are  eacellfnt,  ami  Mr.  Patten  Wilaon'i  <leiign  for  the  cover  it  charming. 

II.  LIFE    IN    ARCADIA.     By  J.  S.  Fletcher.    With   20 

Patten  Wilson. 

"  A  pleasanter  book  it  would  be  hard  to  find  among  recent  literature." — Sttaki 

III.  SCHOLAR  GIPSIES.     By  John  Buchan.     With  7  full-p 

D.  Y.  Cameron. 

•"The  Night  in  the  Heather 'ia  a  poem  in  itKlf,  and  'On  Cademuir  Hill 
realistic  power,  but  it  is  ill  choosing  among  such  pages.  Those  who  possess  themsi 
book  can  select  favourites  in  leisureil  enjoyment."— i*<i//  Malt  Gmtitt. 

IV.  IN  THE  GARDEN  OF  PEACE.     By  Helen  Milman  ( 

Crofton).     With  24  Illustrations  by  Edmund  H.  New. 

"  Of  flowers  and  their  countless  cliarms  there  is  much  that  is  both  truly  and  di 
of  birds  and  their  song,  their  ways  and  characteristics,  there  is  jret  more  recorded,  1 
yet  with  an  additional  freshness  and  piquancy  that  cannot  ht\  to  delight  all  wh 
theme." — Br'uiih  Rtvitvi.  .    ,    »,     ,  . 

V.  THE  HAPPY  EXILE.     By  H.  D.  Lowry.    With  6  Etchi 

PiMLOTT. 

DRAWINGS.     By  Charles  Dana  Gibson.     85  Large  Cartoc 

1 5s.  net. 
PICTURES  OF    PEOPLE.     A  New  Book  of  Drawings  by 

Gibson.     85  Large  Cartoons,  oblong  folio,  15s.  net. 

•••The  American   Du  Maurier'  is  one  of  the  most  biilliant  illustrators  c 

living."— r;»i«. 
IN   VANITY    FAIR.     By   A.  B.  Wenzell.     70  half-tone 

Mr.  Wenzell's  society  pictures.     Oblong  folio  (uniform  with  1 

works).     15s.  net. 

"He  who  buys  the  Weniell  album  Mciild  also  buy  the  Gibson  albums,  a 
examples  of  the  two  leading  artists  in  the  province  that  Du  Maurier  made  his  own 

MR.  POPPLE'S  SPORTING  TOUR.    By  J.  H.  Jalland. 

page  Coloured  Illustrations  and  10  in  Monochrome.     Prii      ' 

Oblong  folio,  43.  6d.  net. 
IN  A    GARDEN.     Poems.     By  the  Rev.  H.  C.  Beechin 

design.  ■  by  Roger  Fry.     Crown  8vo,  5s.  net. 
THE  FLIGHT  OF  THE  KING.    By  Allan  Fea.    A  full,  t 

account  of  the  escape  of  His  Most  Sacred  Majesty,  King  CI 

Battle   of  Worcester.     With    16   Portraits  in  Photogravure,  -aw 

Illustrations.     Demy  8vo,  lis.  net. 

JOHN  LANE,  The  Bodley  Head,  London  and  Ni 


mmr 


y  Houses, 
r. 

With  Cover  Designt  by 
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